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CHAPTER Xni. 

ilM King and Ifidlki take leare of th« TraTellen— Tbey Mnbaric on tbe 
Btrer^and depart from Booaai— laland MeI41le—IngiiAxhilligee— Island 
Pat&ahie— The Chief of TeAh— Itf eaeengere firom the King of Wowow 
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the Travellers. 

Monday^ September 20th. — ^As may be supposed, 
our hearts beat high this morning with the antici- 
pation of at length leaving Boossa, and of proceed- 
ing on our journey; and we were all on the qui vive 
at a very early hour, ransacking our lumber, packing 
it up, and turmng it aJl out into me yard, from whence 
it was conveyed to the water-side. About breakfast- 
time the king and queen arrived at our hut, to pay 
tis a farewell visit, and bestow upon us their last 
blessing. They brought with them two pots of 
honey and a large quantity of goora-nuts, strongly 
recommending us to present the latter to the Rabba 
chieftaiir, for that nothing we might have in our pos- 
session could so effectually conciliate His favour, 
procure us his friendship, and command his con- 
fidence. When mutual compliments were passed, 
we expressed our acfcnowledgments to both of them 
with sincerity and earnestness, for the benevolence, 
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10 THE FAREWELL VISIT. 

hospitality, and attention with which they had uni- 
formly treated.us ; for their kindness to us ; for their 
zeal in every thing that regarded our welfare ; and 
for t^e protection they had afforded us during a pe- 
riod little short of two months, in which we had en- 
joyed the utmost security, and as much of happiness 
and gayety as it had been in their power to bestow. 
Arid we assured them, that should we be so for- 
tunate as to return to England, it would be our first 
care to acquaint our countrymen of all their kind- 
ness to us, which we would remember as long as we 
lived. We then shook hands heartily, and concluded 
by wishing them a continuation of the simple bless- 
ings and the felicity they enjoyed ; that they might 
ever be loved by their subjects, and feared and 
honoured by the neighbouring nations; that they 
might live to a good old age, and die in peace witn 
all mankind. They were both touched with sorrow 
at our words, for they were the last which they 
would hear us utter; tears were gUstening in the 
eyes of each as they were making an affecting and 
suitable answer; and the good couple walked oi^ 
of our hut with heavy and mournful countenances, 
and immediately repaired to their own abode in 
order to make a powerful spell /or our preservatioE 
. <and success. 

When we ourselves quitted the hut, which was 
shortly after their departure, we found our yard filled 
with neighbours, friends, and acquaintances, who all 
fell down oi^ their knees to bid us good-by. They 
blessed us earnestly with uplifted hands, and those 
among them that were of the Mohammedan religion 
fervently implored for us the favour and protection 
of Allah and their prophet. The eyes of many of 
them were streaming with tears, and all were more 
or less affected. As we passed by these poor crea- 
tures, we spoke to them all, and thanked them again 
and again for their ^ood wishes. Our hearts must 
have been of marble if we could have beheld such a 
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DEPARTVRB OF THE TRAVBLLBRS. 11 

floene without some slight emotion. On our way 
towards the river, also, the path was lined with 
people, some of whom saluted us on one knee, and 
some on both, and we received their benedictions as 
we walked along. 

It was exactly half-past nine in the morning when 
we arrived at the river-side, where we found two 
canoes Ijdng to receive our goods, which we quickly 
loaded. But with that indolence and indifference 
which distinguish "all ranks of people here, the 
canoemen did not make their appearance till nearly 
two hours after, though we had sent messengers re- 
peatedly to them to hasten their coming; the head 
of them is the " sullikin zhilligee" (king of the canoe) 
that conveyed us from Kagogie to Yaoorie. When 
our people were all embarked on the Niger and our- 
selves, we humbly thanked the Almighty for past 
deUverances, and fervently prayed that he would 
always be with us, and crown our enterprise with 
success. 

We had been but a short time on the water when 
we discovered that the smaller canoe, in which were 
six individuals and a number of sheep belonging to 
the Nouffie messengers, was overladen and in danger 
of sinking, and that both were very leaky, insomuch 
that it required three men to be constantly employed 
in baling out the water to keep them afloat. To 
lighten the smaller canoe, we took a man from her 
into our own, and afterward we proceeded more 
safely and with less apprehension; yet at one oVlock 
in the s^ernoon we were obUged to put into a small 
island called Meldliey to get it repaired, for we were 
afraid to proceed any farther with the small canoe 
on account of the rocks and the velocity of the 
current. 

The chief of the village, a decent-looking, elderly 
man, came down to salute us at the water-side; and 
would not suffer us to dei>art tiU he had prevailed . 
on us to drink beer with mm and fire off our gunsi 
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19 XBLALIE — ^AHT man's LAMV. 

when he compelled us to accept of a fine kid, which 
we were too polite to reject. He was dressed in a 
tobe made of a mixture of country cloth and Man- 
chester cotton, &c. After we had remained on the 
island about half an hour, which was occupied in 
making the necessary repairs to the canoe, we 
launched her out into the water, expressed our 
thanks to the chief, and took our leave. Melalie is 
tolerably cultivated, and is inhabited solely by Bor- 
goo men. It lies on the western side of the river. 
Between this island and Boossa the river is full of 
small islands, with channels of deep water betwioen 
them. The banks on both sides are very fertile, as 
well as the islands themselves, whidi are mostly in* 
habited and well cultivated. 

The current, according to our estimation, was 
here running at the rate of five or six miles in an 
hour ; and the bed of the river was full of rocks, 
some of which were only a few inches below the 
surface of the water, which occasioned it to make a 
loud rushing noise, and forewarn the ca&oeman of 
his danger. Owing to the skilfidness of ours, we 
succeeded in crossing one or two sunken reefs, 
which, in the dry season more especially, must be 
extremely dangerous; even as it was, we expe- 
rienced considerable difficulty in getting over them. 
At two o'clock we passed the boundaries of Boossa 
on the eastern side of the river, and entered the do« 
minions of the King of Nouffie. A town belongiiig 
to the former power, on the eastern bank of the 
river, marks the spot; but we were unable to ascer- 
tain its name. We then travelled along by the side 
of an island, very woody, called " Any Man's Land," 
which, though fertile, is uninhabited, in consequence 
of the vast number of wild horses which it is said to 
contain. 

. At five P. M. we came to Inguizhjlligee, having 
passed* just before, a very large and pleasaat, but 
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BtMfgliHg tdwa called CongU.* Ing^Mlligeef is 
the first town on the Wowow ground ; all above, on 
the western bank of the Niger, belonging to Boossa. 
Journeying along for a quarter of an bDur without 
stopping here, we put^into a market-town, on a large 
and beautiful island called Patdshief just in time to 
save ourselves from a heavy shower; and here we 
shall be obliged to remain till the return of a mes- 
senger whom we landed in the middle of the day, 
and sent to Wowow for ^e purpose of informing 
the king of our departure from Booss^ and of our 
intention to abide at Pat^hie till he chooses to send 
us the large canoe that we have purchased of him. 
We are now out of the protection of the friendly 
monarch o( Qoossli, who will have nothing fiurther 
to do withiis. 

About twenty or thirty paces from the river's 
side, we discovered a great quantity of huge bones 
and sculls of hippopotami, piled up on a high plat- 
form which has£een erected for the purpose. These, 
we understand, are preserved as trophies by the na- 
tives, on much the same principle as foxes' tails are 
kept by many country gentlemen in England. From 
tto decayed appearance of some of &e sculls, we 
are indiaed to believe that most of the aiumals must 
have been destroyed very many years ago. We 
were speedily introduced to the chief, who gave us 
a hearty welcome, and whom we found to b^ a little, 
round, fat, jolly-looking old man; and as soon as 
was convenient we were conducted to an excellent 
huty received a quantity of provisions from the chief, 

* This is UKMt prabftbly tbe Songa of Glapperton, he ha^g pasged 
through it on hia way to Goniie flrom Booaai; and hia namoi therefim, 
has heea adc^iled ia the map. 

t Thia piaee has three names. Clappeiton calla it Oomt>, " or more 
ploperly w&njerqv/t^** and Lander IngudzkUligee. It appears to be th# 
taUfMM below Boomd, where the river is entirely clear of rocks, and 
li thsrelbre adopted as the ferry, and called the ** King's Ferry." It is 
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and then lay down to rest Thermmneter 76^, 89% 

98^y during the day. 

Tuesday, September 3U^*-Patkshie, as we have 
said* is a large, rich island, unspeakably beautiful, 
and is embellished with various groves of palm and 
other noble trees. Its distance from Booss4, as 
nearly as we can guess, may be between forty and.* 
fifty miles. It abounds with horses, asses, bullocks, 
sheep, goats, poultry, &c., and produces abundance 
of com and yams ; m fact, the soil is so exceedingly 
fertile, and its inhabitants so industrious, that not an 
acre of ground in the whole island, it is said, is left 
without cultivation. Pat^hie is tributajy to Wo- 
wow, though it is inhabited solely by Noume people, 
who are considered honest, active, lajborious, and 
wealthy. We find the river very much swollen, the 
banks. are of a shelving nature, and the water is 
now nearly on a level with the highest part of them. 
We observed several small villages on the Nouffie 
aide. 

Our hut has this da3r exhibited a scene of revelry 
and mirth more becoming a native inn than a private 
dwelling. 

The chief of the island, accompanied by our four 
messengers from Boossk and Noi^e, our canoemen, 
and several of his own people;, all dressed ^* in their 
holyday best," paid us a visit in the earlier part of 
the morning, and. out of compliment, I fancy, re- 
mained with us till evening, with the exception of a 
short absence in the midfie of the day ; during all 
which time they were employed in swallowing 
palm-wine, which is procured in the island in great 
plenty, and in telUng nonsensical stories. We were 
fflad when they said it was time to depart, and 
having shaken hands with the ardour of drunkards, 
they took their leave, staggered out of the hut, and 
all went laughing away. 

It is rather singular that though the chief is a 
sooty Uack, he has bright blue eyes* We received 
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ftom him abbnt noon a fine goat, and messes <^ 
pounded yam and meat stewed in palm-oil- These 
were brought in well-canred wooden dishes of huge 
dimensions; and we subsequently received a ewe 
sheep and similar dressed dishes from the chief of 
an island belonging to Nouffie, which lies abreast 
of this, and whom we have not yet seen. 

The magia's son (whose name is Mohammed), and 
whom we find to be a very intelligent youth, informs 
OS, that if the prince of Wowo w be unable to furnish 
US with a canoe sufficiently large for our purpose, 
it would be well to demand the restoration of our 
horses, which we could dispose of advantageously 
in Nouffie, and purchase a quantity of beads and 
other trifles with the money, as presents to the va- 
rious chiefs along the banks of the river. Instead 
of purchasing a canoe ourselves, which would be 
very expensive, the young man promised, in the 
name or his father, to obtain one of commodious 
size, which should answer all purposes, and take us 
to Tapra^ with men whom it should be his business 
likewise to get. Tagra, we believe, is very near 
Benin. In our own opinion, this would certainly be 
the safest and best means of journeying down the 
Niger, as the protection of all the cmefs would 
thereby be ensured to us. But we are apprehensive 
that we have gone too far towards adopting a dif- 
ferent scheme, and we see very little likelihood, 
indeed, that we shall be able to embrace the plan 
suggested, and so stroBgly recommended by Mo- 
hammed, unless the Wowow ruler be not in a con- 
dition to perform his engagement, and is willing to 
letum our horses, which does not appear to us at all 
probable under existing circumstances. The mes- 
senger we sent to him is not yet returned. Ther*^ 
mometer 74°, 83°, 86°, during the day. 

Wednesday^ Sept. 22d. — ^This morning we were 
visited by the revellers of yesterday, ^i^ brought 
with them several gallons oi pahn-wme, which they 
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swallowed in a very short time, and to every ap- 
pearance we were threatened with a renewal of yes- 
terday's debauch ; but, luckily for us, they went out 
for a few minutes to procure more liquor, when we 
embraced the opportunity of closing the door of 
our hut against them, and Uius prevented their re* 
entering it. 

In the morning we were favoured with a visit 
from the Chief of Teiih, the Nouffie island alluded to 
yesterday. He is a venerable-looking old man, of 
advantageous stature, and exceedingly corpulent 
He expressed the utmost delight and satisfaction on 
seeing white men before he died, and declared it was 
a pleasure which neither his father, mother, nor 
uncle had ever enjoyed, and a gratification which 
his ancestors had never hoped for ; he should there- 
fore cherish the remembrance of it as long as he 
lived. We have with us a quarto edition of natural 
history with plates ; these, though incomprehensible 
to the natives of Yarriba, appear to be extremely 
well understood here, and have excited in the mindfs 
of those that have seen them the highest degiee of 
admiration, rapture, and wonderment. Ihe old 
Chief of Tekh gazed upon them in silent astonish- 
ment ; but when we tocMc out a watch and mariner's 
compass for his inspection, and their uses were ex- 
plained to him, he became at first very uneasy, and 
afterward perfectly wild with sfmazement. No one 
in the world could express more naturally or forcibly 
the emotion of wonder, or the passion of fear, whida 
the countenance of this old man disj^ayed as he 
looked at the watch; nor could he be persuaded for 
a long time but that it was in possession of life and 
being, and had the power of moving. After a long 
and friendly chat the good old chief saluted us, and 
took his leave. 

Teah lies very near the island of Patashie, from 
which it is divided only by a very narrow channel. Of 
the two Teah is said to w the kiger and more pc^u- 
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kniSy but with re|^ard to agreeableness of appearance, 
amazing fecundity of soil, and natural productions^ 
they are pretty much alike, both being beyond 
description fertile and beautiful. In both provi- 
sions are reasonable, and in the greatest plenty; 
they are both inhabited by individuals of the same 
nation, who enrich the islands by their industry and 
labour; and both have been equally exempt from 
those intestine broils and commotions which have 
for so long a time agitated and impoverished the na 
tives of the mainland. 

In the evening a messenger arrived from the King 
of Wowow, wiw news not at all to our liking. He 
informs us that we were anxiously expected in that 
city from Boossk at the time of the holydays ; and 
because we did not come agreeably to our promise, 
the prince could not conceal his chagrin, and was ex- 
ceedingly angry, not only with the King of Boossk, 
who was the cause of our absence, but with us like- 
wise. The messenger continued, that his soverei^ 
had most certainly procured for us a canoe, which is 
laid up at Lever ; but that if we wished, or rather if 
we were determined to have our horses back agun, 
the kiiiff would send them to iis in compUance with 
our wishes, ^' for who,** said he, with much empha- 
sis, *' would presume to assert that the monarch of 
Wowow would keep the property of others !** It 
would not be paying him that respect, he continued, 
which his nudk and situation demanded, were the 
white men to leave his dominions, and the country 
altogether, without first coming to pay him their re* 
spects, and he would therefore entreat us to pay a 
visit to Wowow immediately for that purpose, or if 
both of us could not leave Pat^ishie, he requested 
that I would come and bid him adieu, because I had 
not done so when my iUness compelled me to leave 
his city. 

The man finished his message by complaining bit- 
terly of the conduct of the Kmg of Boossii, who, he 
B3 
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said, had acted towards his Borereign deoeitfyiy 
mihandsomel^, and inconsistently, throughout all the 
transactions m which we have been principally con* 
earned. We ourselves are confident that the King 
of Wowow will strongly object to the arrangement 
of his relative, regarding our beii^sent either to the 
ma^ or to the chief of the Falitahs at Rabba, if 
not endeavour to frustrate it ; because he is at enmity 
with the One, and both fears and hates the other. 
But how he can positively prevent this scheme from 
bein^ carried into effect, seeing we shaU have the 
magia's son and a Nouffie messenger in the same 
canoe withus^ we cannot imagine. 

The nionarchs of Boossi and WowoW seem to 
have very opposite opinions regarding our journey* 
The former insists on the necessity of our proceed- 
ing down the Niger on the eastern, or Nouffie side, 
which would certoinly be the most interesting and 
desirable ; whereas the other makes use of strong 
limguage to persuade us that the Yarriba side of the 
river would be the most convenient, the most agree- 
able, and the safest ; and that if we would make up 
our minds not to attend to the King of Boossll*s ao- 
vice, he would send a messenger with us, who should 
protect us even to the sea. Tms difference of opinion, 
we are ap|»rehensive, vnll involve us in a thousmd 
perplexities ; yet we must be guided in our choice 
enturely by circumstances. Interest, present or re«> 
mote, and prejudice and passion, seem to sway the 
minds of boA these rulers, though each of them 
avows his disinterestedness. The King of Booss^ 
a good man, but of an humble, yielding, peacefid, 
enduring temper, and of a Amorous, wavering dispo- 
sition, requests us earnestly to visit the ms^a and 
the Fal&tahs, because he knows it would gtatify 
their vanity, and make them his friends for ever ^-^ 
the King of Wowow, of a firm, saj^acious, and un- 
bending mind, scorns the friendship and defies the 
power of either, and is inveterate in hit dislike botii 
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of the Tory name of Faldtah, and that of fhe brother 
o^ Edereaa ; he is aware that our visiting their tetri- 
tories in person would not onlv be paying Uiem a 
very high compliment, but would likewise, in some 
measure, be advantageous to them, and is guided by 
this decided partiality in doing all in his power to 
bring us over to his own views and sentiments. 
From the treatment I experienced at Soccatoo, I 
must say that I entertain a very great aversion to 
the whole FalAtah nation ; and am of opinion, that if 
we put into Rabba, according to the suggestions of 
the King of Boossi, we shall be detained there till 
Bello be informed of the fact, and his intentions with 
regard to us be communicated to the chief. I am 
ther^ore inclined to adopt the advice of the King of 
Wowow, rather than to comply with the wishes oi 
his august relative, though there is no just or rea» 
sonable ground to fear either ill-treatment or deten- 
tion at the hands of the Faldtahs, more especial^ 
since we have received ample and satisfactory as- 
surances f^om the powerful Chief of Rabba himself 
of their favourable disposition towards us, that we 
shdl be received as friends, and meet with every en^ 
conragem^t and support as far as their power and 
interests extend, and as far as their name is known 
and respected. Yet we cannot follow the bent of 
our own inclinations ; we are involved in difficulty ; 
and though everything appears propitious to our en* 
terprise, yet we are not masters of our own actions ; 
we must follow where others lead, and we are still 
in doubt as to what we shall do. At all events, we 
^att be guided in our choice entirely by circum- 
stances ; ''we shall trust our fortune to the powers 
abuve,** and can only pray that an indulgent Provi- 
dence Mdll succour, befHend, and protect us in all 
circumstances, as it has heretofore done. 

The Wowow ambassador will rest with us to* 
morrow; and on the day following I intend accom' 
panjring lika to that city, not only to pay my re* 
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spects to the sovereign, but likewise to have a flml 
and decisive answer from him regarding the canoe, 
without further subterfuge or procrastination. Ther- 
mometer 76, 87, 89, during the day. 

Thursday, Sept. 23d,— At Booss^ latterly, we had 
the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring the 
bare necessaries of hfe ; but here, in this floiir^ing 
Patashie, provisions have been sent us from the 
chiefs of the two islands, in such abundance Uiat 
half of them, we regret to say, have been uncon- 
sumed by our people, and thrown to the doge : we 
have received from each of them, daily, as mucn 
as a strong man coidd carry, consistmg of the 
usual gigantic bowl of pounded yam and meat, 
stewed in palm-oil. People here, of all ages, dis- 
play the most anxious, though perhaps natural, cu- 
riosity to see us ; and large crowds of them assem- 
ble every day, and wait from morning till ni^ht pa- 
tiently, till they have gained the object of their visit. 
However, they are all as timid as hares, and if we 
happen to look fixedly in their faces for a moment, 
most of them, more especially the females, and the 
junior classes of both sexes, start back with terror, 
as if they had seen a serpent in the grass ; and when 
we attempt to walk near any of them, they run away 
screaming, as though they had been pursued by a 
lion, or were in dauiger of falling into the jaws of a 
crocodile, so horrified are these poor people at the 
bare sight of a white man, and so frightful do their 
imaginations picture him to be. 

In the evemng, long after the sun had gone down, 
the chief brought a youth for us to pass our opinion 
on, whom he introduced as a near relative. He has 
been ill for the last fourteen months, and the chief 
prayed that we would endeavour to cure him of his 
complaint. He is a tall, lank young man, of humble, 
modest, and reserved manners. From a state of ro- 
bust health and vigour, which it appears he formerly 
eiyoyed, he is wasted away ahnoet to a skeleton 
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and his temper, once pleasant, cheerful, and sprightly, 
has lost its elasticity, and he is become thoughtM, 
dejected, and melancholy : however, though the in* 
valid rarely enjoys sound and refreshing sleep, yet 
he has a wonderful appetite, and he eats with vo- 
racity. We sincerely regret our ignorance of the 
nature of his disorder, and therefore our utter in- . 
^ility to do him the slightest benefit; nevertheless, 
fbe old chief solicited us so warmly for medicine, 
and with such pressing importunity, that, rather than 
give offence, and because the young man complained 
of a sore throat and neck,, which seemed to annoy 
him at present more than any thing else, we chafed 
those parts with a little spirits of hartshorn, and 
wrapped round them several folds of warm flannel. It 
was all that we could do to relieve his pkin, and it 
seemed to give complete satisfaction. Poor people ! 
how happ3^ did this little service make them ! 

The natives are subject to very few diseases, and 
those, generally speaking, are not of a danger- 
ous or malignant tendency. AS far as we are able 
to judge from the S3rmptoms he describes, the com- 
plaint under which the old chief's protSgS labours 
a{^roaches nearer to the nature of consumption than 
to any other disease with which we are acquainted. 
Small-pox is very prevalent, but we do not near that 
it often terminates fatally. The Guinea^worm is 
frequently met with ; ulcers of that frightful descrip- 
tion which prevails on the coast are unknown ; but 
agues and slight fevers are by no means uncommon ; 
and of all complaints, sore eyes amd affections of the 
bowels are by far the most general. Properly speak- 
ing, the natives have no active medicine of their 
own, though they boast an acquaintance with a va- 
riety of medicinal plants, which, as far as our ob- 
servation extends, are wholly inefBcacious ; they 
likewise ascribe the most wonderful healing proper- 
ties to a quantity of roots and fibres of trees, which 
mxe sought after and vended l^ a number of idle, 
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lazy fellows, who pretend to be Mohammedan priesto; 
howeyer, from our experience, these do neitherjfood 
nor harm, being perfectly innocent in their effects^ 
and altogether useless. The root of a large and 
scarce tree holds so high a reputation for the astoii- 
ishinp^ properties which it is supposed to possess, 
that it has obtained, by way of distinction, tne name 
of the " mother of roots." Besides its other vir- 
tues, the credulous people beUeve, that while they 
have the smallest portion of this celebrate '* mother 
of roots" about their persons, they can assuage 
every, sorrow, alleviate every misfortune; banish 
care from their minds and want from their dwellings, 
avert pain, and secure happiness. From the Arabs, 
however, the natives obtain great quantities of tranOf 
which is a fossil alkali, and is found on the borders 
of the desert. It is a strong and active aperient, and 
possesses other medicinal properties, which are un- 
derstood by the people. It is taken by all ranks in 
every complaint, of whatsoever nature it may be. 
Trona is likewise beat to a powder and mixed with 
snuff, to which it imparts a great degree of pun- 
gency. And lastly, it is given to horses, sheep, and 
Other animals, which eat large lumps of it with the 
greatest avidity. Thermometer 78, 89, 91, during 
the day. 

Friday^ Sept. 24^*.— The Boossk canoe-men, who 
have been intoxicated every day since they have 
been here, returned to their homes this moriiinf in 
a state of ebriety, having received a shilling each 
and a few needles as a reward for their labour 
Shortly after their departure, I landed for the pur 
pose of proceeding to Wowow, and took possession 
of a house on the hank of the river, which had been 
prepared for me. The King of Wowow's messen 
ger accompanied me, and having got every thing 
ready as soon as we could, we commenced our jour 
ney towards his city. It was the intention of the 
man from Booss^ to have taken his leave of oaher^ 
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Old return to his sovereign ; but when he heard the 
extraordinary communication and insinuations of 
the prince of Wowow, he changed his mind, and re- 
solved to accompany me as above related. I left my 
brother on the island to take care of our things, and 
the following remarks were made by him in my 
absence. 

" The Nouffie messengers remain here with me, 
and the Queen of Booss&'s ' master of the horse* 
has determined not to leave us till after our arrival 
at LeveTf though we would much rather dispense 
with his company. They tell us that Rabba is two 
days* journey by water from the town of Lever, and 
three from Funda, and that Funda is four days' jour- 
ney from the sea. On our arrival at Rabba, says 
Mohammed, or after we shall have deUvered a pres- 
ent to its chief, and the formalities of introduction 
are gone through, he will supply us with horses to 
convey us to a town wherein the magia resides, and 
which is about two days' journey from thence, for it 
will be necessary that we should pay our respects to 
him in person. . 

"The chief of Patitshie came to see me this 
evening by lampUght, accompanied by his sick rela- 
tive, whom he pronounced to be much better, having 
slept soundbr during the night, and experienced a 
mitigation of pain. I appUed a little more spirit^ of 
hartshorn to his throat, and recommended temper- 
ance in eating, gentle exercise in the open air, to be- 
ware of chills, and avoid exposure to nightly damps 
and dews. The old chief and his nephew (for that 
is the relationship between them) took their leave of 
me with many expressions of thankfulness. Our 
hut has been hteraUy crammed with visiters nearly 
the whole of the day. Thermometer 77, 88, 92, 
during the day. 

" Saturday, Sept. 35<A.— Nothing worthy of par- 
ticular notice has occurred to-day ; I continue to re- 
oeive the utmost hospitality and kindness from the 
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old beneviDlent chiefs of Te^ and this islandi the 
latter of whom stays with me almost all day lon^. 
He took a fancy to the only English coat which is 
now left me, its green c61our seeming to be the prin- 
cipal cause of his admiration ; and as it is of little 
consequence here how uncouthly soever a European 
may be dressed, I cut off part of its skirts to make 
him a cap. A woman belonging to the chief died to- 
day ia a state of insanity. According to the peo- 
Sle's account, the deceased was in good health three 
ays ago, but this morning a malicious female demon 
entered into her, and began to exercise her mahgn 
propensities by tormenting her victim, throwing her 
upon fires, and into the water, causing her eyes to 
roll in a phrensied manner, and making her Ue along 
the ground, raving and roaring most furiously. Last 
of sB, they say, the evil spirit put an end to her tor- 
ture by eating her lifey and she died. Thermometer 
74, 80, 83, during the day. 

'^ Sunday f Sept, 26tA. — A Mohammedan priest, fur- 
nished with pen and ink, arrived at Pat^hie to pay 
his respects to us, and without wearying me with 
questions, he sat down very composedly and com- 
menced writing an Arab charm or prayer for oui 
health, preservation, and success* I felt no inclina- 
tion to mterrupt the man's benevolent intention; and 
when he had finished, the magia's son, who hap- 
piened to be present, animated by the same laudable 
unpulse, produced a charm, possessing, no doubt, as 
many virtues as the mallam's. These are nothing 
more than short extracts from the Koran. Both 
men f^peared to write the Arabic character with a 
readiness and faciUty which one would scarcely ex- 
pect to find in this remote country. Charms or am- 
ulets are in universal use, more especially in Yar- 
riba, where, perhaps, the Mohammedan religion is 
least felt, and has made least progress. They are 
generally encompassed with red cloth or leather ; are 
worn for &e most part on the left arm ; and fro|o 
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ten to twent3rare sometimes observed on' the 
person of one indiyidual. This custom might have 
originally been intrbdnced into the country by the 
Arabs,, and disseminated by their means through 
all these parts of the continent. The phylacte-* 
lies of the ancient Jews, which wepe little rolls of 
parchment containing written passages from the 
Holy Scriptures, and which used to be worn upon 
the forehead and the wrist of the left arm, might 
have given the Arabians the hint of wearing extracts 
from the Koran in like manner, and which, by the 
l^se of ages, have degenerated into the present su* 
perstitious practice of wearing charms, which is so 
prevalent in Africa^ The same idle stories with re-* 
gard to reputed wizards, necromancers, &c., which 
are current in Booss^ obtain as great a degree of 
credit here ; and the people likewise believe in other 
absurdities equally detestable. To-*day a man has 
been accused of eating the spirit, or living principle, 
of another ; but in ^at manner he is to be pun^ 
ished, no one has yet informed us. Thermometer 
70, 86, 91» during the day." 

Monday, September 217th. — I returned in the warm- 
est part of the day from my visit to Wowow, with 
no less than three men as messengers from the king, 
the whole of whom are to accompany us to Lever. 
It has ever been the policrf of all the African rulers 
of the cities and kingdoms through which we have 
passed sinee leaving Bad4gry, to furnish us with a 
greater number of guides and messengers than we 
have either required or wished. In the present in* 
stance, one would have been amply sufficient for our 
jmrpose ; but^ as on former occasions, the Wowow 
men are the king's slaves, and will be obliged, on their 
vetom, to lay before their monarch whatever we may 
mve l^m as a reward for their trouble ; he wiU take 
urom them as much as he Mkes, which most likely 
yvWl not be less than seven-eighths of the whole, and 
the little left will then be divided among ^e mes- 
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sengers, so that self-interest alone has induced Hba 
king to send us three men, because three men will be 
entitled to more wages than one. 

On my arrival at Wowow on the 24th instant, I 
felt too much fatigued, from the length of the journey, 
and the heat of the weather, to pay my respects to 
the monarch, and therefore desired to be excused 
from visiting him till the morrow. Accordingly, on 
the following day I had prepared myself to go to 
tiie king's house, in pursuance of my agreement, hut 
was greatly surprised on learning that the eccentric 
old man had excused himself from being seen on 
that day, on the same plea as I had the day before, 
observing that he had taken a ride to view his war- 
dens in the morning, and that the exercise had so 
much tired him, that he felt no inchnation whatever 
to receive visiters till next day. Therefore, it was 
not till the 26th that the king granted me an audi- 
ence, and then he said, with the greatest indifference, 
<* J have not yet been able to procure you the canoe 
which I promised to get ; but I have no doubt that 
the ruler of Pat^hie will have it in his power to 
supply you with one to your satisfaction, for which 

Surpose I will send an express to that island without 
elay, whom I will furmsh with the necessary in- 
structions to effect an immediate purchase." Thus, 
with as much discussion as would fill a volume, con- 
tinued with httle or no intermission for seven weeks, 
between the sovereigns of two countries, who da- 
ring that period were sending messengers to each 
other continually, the mighty business which had 
employed all their thoughts, and in which they were 
unceasingly engaged — me simple purchase of a ca- 
noe, is even now left unfinished ; m fact, up to the 
present moment, no more has been done in the mat- 
ter than when we first made known our intentions and 
wishes to the King of Boossk from the city of 
Ykoorie two months ago. So much for the ejcpedi^ 
tion with which Africans usually transact their af- 
fairs. The king took the opportunity of informing 
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me that he should by-and-by set about erecting a 
suitable building for the reception of our country- 
men, whenever it should please them to come up the 
hver to trade : for the old man cherishes the belief, 
in common with other rulers on the banks of the 
Niger, that numbers of Europeans will, some time 
or other, certainly visit his country for the purposes 
of traffic. 

Before my departure, the monarch showed me, in 
compliance with my request, the whole of his col- 
lection of charms, which are written on sheets of 
paper, glued or pasted together. Among them I 
discovered a small edition of " Watts's Hynms," on 
one of the blank leaves of which was written, 
*^ Alexander AndersoUf Royal Military Hospital^ Gos^ 
portf 1804.^ It is perhaps unnecessary to say, that 
Mr. Anderson was the companion, and I beUeve a 
very near relative, of the celebrated Mr. Pa^. From 
the Wowow chieftain, as well as from his good old 
brother, and our friend Abba, I and my attendants 
experienced the most liberal hospitality; and, on 
taking my leave of them, they wished me farewell 
in the most cordial and affectionate manner. Be- 
sides the note from Mr. and Mrs. Watson to Mr. 
Park, which we obtained when at Booss4, we also 
saw another from Lady Dalkeith, of the same da^te, 
acknowledging the receipt of some drawings from 
him. Thermometer 76, 89, 93, during the day. 

Tuesday, Sept. 28th. — It is really tiresome to say^any 
thing further on the provoking subject of the canoe ; 
yet we think it necessary to remark, that not a sin- 
gle one is to be found here sufficiently large for our 
purpose, or at all answering the expectations held 
out to us by the prince of Wowow. Lever is there- 
fore again fixed on as the place where our wishes 
are to be answered and our hopes realized ; and we 
are given to understand that we shall leave this place 
for thence at an early hour to-morrow. 

Qa walking across Pat^hie to-day, in perhaps its 
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narrowest part, ^e found the island to be abont a 
mile In width; yet, in comparison to its breadth, it 
is very disproportionate, being several miles in length. 
Patitshie is extremely populous for its size, andl»rge 
clusters of huts are scattered all over the island. 
From a gentle eminence on the mainland opposite, 
its appearance bears a striking resemblance to the 
more beautiful parts of the seacoast. 

The people have a hut here wherein all females 
who conduct themselves indecently, or commit any 
crimes or offences, are imprisoned. This building 
is distinguished from the others by its size, situation, 
and superior appearance. Outside the doorway, 
and on each side of it, are two clay figures, neany 
as large as life, which are affixed to the walL One 
of them is intended to represent a woman in an up- 
right position* and without clothing, so that every 
female ^ho sees it may be reminded of the object 
and origin of the institution ; but the thing looks ex- 
tremely odd, and the execution, as might be sup- 
posed, is rude and contemptible. The figure oppo 
site to it is a pretty good representation of a croco- 
dile ; and is placed against the wall, I suppose, 
merely as an ornament. Nearly all the junior classes 
of the population here go entirely naked ; and it is 
not before they attain to man*s or woman's estate 
that they begin to clothe themselves. Red clay is 
in general use among females of all ranks. The 
mama's son intends leaving us to-morrow, on a 
visit to his father, whom he wiU inform of our move- 
ments, &c. From thence he piurposes proceeding 
to Rabba, where he will stay till our arrival. Ther- 
mometer 76, 87, 90, during the day. 

Wednesday, Sept. 29/A.— After our luggage had all 
been packed up this morning in readiness for our de- 
parture, and every thing had been prepared for that 
purpose, word was brought us from tne chief that 
we should be imable to start till to-morrow, because 
the Nigerj he said, would receive a great influx of 
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water to-nig^ht, which would be considerably in our 
fiBtvotD*. As it rained heavily and incessantly nearly 
the whole of last night, and as we had Continued 
heavy showers almost the whple of this forenoon, 
we have made no complaint or fuss at our disap- 
pointment, but quietly await the coming of to-mor- 
row. In the evening we were urgently solicited by 
the hospitable chief of Patiishie for a charm to ren- 
der him successful in all his shooting excursions, 
and in hunting the hippopotamus. This request was 
soon followed by a similar one from his brother. For 
ourselves we are obUged to follow the current of 
opinion, or consent to lose our credit and be re- 
garded with detestation; and, as our charms are 
likely to be as effective as those of the Arabs, we 
sometimes obhge the natives in this respect. Ther- 
mometer 76, 85, 87, during the day. 

Thursday^ Sept. ZQth, — Between eight and nine 
o^clock in the morning, horses were brought us from 
the chief and his nephew, to take us to the water's 
side, where the luggage had been previously con- 
veyed. Here we waited a good while till canoes 
were brought from another part of the island, there 
being but one got ready at the time of our arrival. 
While we stood near the water's edge, hundreds of 
people were collected there to look at us, and among 
them was a native pagan priest, who was dressed 
more fantastically than any merry-andrew in Chris- 
tendom. His clothing was manufactured almost * 
solely of fine soft grass. His head and shoulders and 
part of his body were hid underneath an enormous 
thing in shape like the roof of a hut, with a fringe 
and tassels of stained grass. A tobe, made ako of 
grass, excellently woven and of . various colours, 
encircled his body, and reached as far as the knee ; 
and the man wore Ukewise trousers of the same 
material, and plaited in a similar manner, but this 
was imstained, and of the colour of dried grass ; it 
IT 8 turned up at the anldes, tjiough a deep fringe 
C» 
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hoiig to the ground. He approached several inctt- 
viduals that were sitting on the turf, and stoopinff 
over them^ the priest enveloped the upper part of 
their persons in his uncouth headdress ; shook i 
over them, which produced a strange rustling noise ; 
screamed in a most frightful and unearthly tone ; 
and then arose to perform the same barbarous cere- 
mony to others. 

When the canoes had arrived, and all our things 
had been removed into them from the beach, we 
were desired to ride to a landing-place farther down 
the island, because of the rocks, which are reported 
to intercept the stream at a little distance from the 
place whereon we stood, and to be very dangerous 
for canoes which are heavily laden. But first of all 
we took a cordial farewell of the hearty old chief 
of Tedhj who had come over to see us before our 
departure. The venerable governor of Pat^hie, to 
whom we are under so many obligations, then pre- 
ceded us on the footway, walking with a staff; and 
we reached the appointed place of embarkation ex- 
actly at the same moment as the canoes. There 
we found a man and woman sitting on a mat, which 
was placed on the grass, refreshing themselves with 
Guinea nuts and water ; we partook of their fare by 
invitation, and as the canoes were waiting for us to 
come on board, we bade adieu, in the most expres- 
sive manner, to the good old chief of PatJishie, and 
thanking all the friends that had accompanied us 
jd on board, and pushed off from 
i by the natives that were present. 
ore us rapidly along, but we re- 
river again broken up by rocks and 
islands, which spoil its delightful 
ender it unnavigable. A few miles 
ire three islands, abreast of each 
means destitute of beauty, or ver- 
caUed collectively Rdah. On one 
of them is a large trading toWut and near it the 
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oatioemeii landed to get some reAreshment. We then 
continued our course for some time without meeting 
any obstacle to embarrass us ; but afterward, in or^ 
der to get clear of a reef o( rocks, we were obliged 
to make our way through an exceedingly narrow 
channel, orerhun? with the branches of trees, and 
more than half filled with rushes and tall luxuriant 
grasses. This brought us into the main river again, 
and having passed along in front of one or two towns 
on the banks of the river, we came in sight of Ze- 
t?er, which was the place of our destination, knd 
wliere we landed at one o'clock, after rather a short 
excursion trom Patlishie of three hours. Lever 
may be distant from that island about twenty miles. 
Our surprise was great indeed, when, instead of 
the proper person who we expected would have re- 
ceived us, we were welcomed on shore by a man 
called Ducoo, and who represented himself as |igent 
and confidential friend or the prince of Rabba ; but 
this surprise was not a little increased on learning 
that a party of forty or fifty armed Fal&tah soldiers 
were also m the town. Ducoo, who is a Bomouese, 
treated us with the courtly politeness of a French- 
man, and was equally lavish in his compliments and 
his offers of service ; he walked vnth us to the chief 
of the town, to whom he took the liberty of intro- 
ducing us, almost before he himself knew who or 
what we were ; went himself and procured excel- 
lent lodgings for us, returned and sat down in our 
company to tell us some droll stories, and impart to 
us inccmfidence some very disagreeabte news ; then 
hastily rose up, went out, and came back again with 
a sheep and other provisions, whieh he had obtained 
bjr compulsion from the chief, and finally remained 
with us till long after the moon had risen, when he 
left us to our repose. A man of such excessive 
Tolubility we never recollect to have met with ; but 
at the same time he seems to be a most useful 
felloe 
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This Levert then, after all, does not belong to the 
King of Wo wow, though it stands on his domimons, 
nor has that monarch a single subject here, or a soli- 
tary canoe, so that we are as far from getting one 
as ever we were, and with the loss of our horses to 
boot. We have been cajoled and out-manoeuvred 
very prettily by those fellows of Booss4 and its ad- 
joining state, whom we falsely conceived to be our 
dearest and best black friends. They have played 
with us as if we were gr^at doUs ; we have been 
driven about like shutUecocks; wehave been to them 
first a gazing-stock, and are now no doubt their 
laughing-stock, perhaps their mockery; we have 
been their admiration — ^their buifoons — their wonder 
and their scorn — a bv-word and a jest. Else why 
this double-dealing, this deceit, this chicanery, these 
hollow professions 1 Why did they entrap us in this 
manner ? Why have they led us about as though 
we hSid been blind, only to place us in the very lap 
of what ihei/ imagine to be danger i For can it be 
possible that the monarchs of Wowow and Boossa 
were ignorant of the state of things here, which is 
in their own immediate neighbourhood, and which 
have continued the same essentially for these three 
years ? Surely they have knowingly deceived us. 

As soon as we were convinced that no canoe could 
be had in this place, as we have all along been led to 
expect, we conceived it prudent, under eidsting cir- 
cumstances, to detaui the two canoes which were 
lent us this morning by the chief of Patashie ; one 
of them is tolerably large, and nearly new, but the 
other is of much smaller dimensions. However we 
are well aware that the King of Wowow h^ not yet 
paid for them, and we are afraid that he never will; 
and it grieves and saddens us beyond expression to 
do this thing; for the island ruler is a simple, kind- 
hearted, and good, very good old man. But what 
can we do 1 We have not the means of purchasing 
lus canoes, for the King of Wowow has depriyed us. 
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of them; otir resources are nearly ezhanstad, and 
how should we be able t6 prosecute our jour- 
ney 1 The PatluBhie canoemen stoutly resisted our 
claims, as it is natural to suppose that they would. 
For our own parts we were actually asluuned to 
look them in the face ; but our busy, restless friend, 
DUC009 the priest, soon silenced their remarks by 
threatening to cut off the head of him who should 
presume ffom that time to set foot in either of the 
canoes. To give his menace the greater weight, he 
stationed two of his men to guard the foibidden 
boats till the sun went down, with drawn swords, and 
during the greater part of the night another of his 
men paraded up and down the banks of the river 
near the spot as a watch, and this man was continu- 
allyplajring upon a larjre drum. 

we are furnished with four messengers besides 
him from Nouffie, one of whom is from Booss^ and 
the other three from Wowow. The office of these 
men is to see that everything promised us by their 
respective sovereigns be executed in pursuance of 
their agreement ; but no one can be more intimidated 
or aiaraied than they. They have scarcely dared 
to open their Ups for the purpose of speaking since 
our arrival ; they look as silly as sheep, sneak about 
our lodgings, and hang down their heads like pris- 
oners under sentence of death. They are of no 
service whatever to us, rather a disadvantage in fact, 
but yet their wages must be paid them. 

Aner the departure of Ducoo in the evening, the 
chief of the town came to pay his respects and to wish 
us good night. He related to us a pitiable account 
of the evils which he and his people had undergone, 
and were still enduring from the selfishness and ra- 
pacity of the Falitahs; ^'and ihej never pay us a 
visit,** said he, ^but my spirits droop withm me, 
and my heart becomes heavy and sorrowful, for 
tiiese foreigners come only to plunder and lay 
waste.** The sqppearance of things at the present 
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time seems to confirm this assertion, for a number 
of Faldts^s are here for no other reason ; and the 
melancholy ^f the chiefs countenance was ai) elo- 
quent illustration of the imbittered state of his 
heart and feelings. Thermometer 78, 89, 93, da- 
ring the day. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

State of the Town of Lerer— The FalAtahs— The TraTellenP Canoes 
claimed— Interferelice of Dacoo— Detention of the TraTeUera— Their 
I)epartare flrom Lever— The Town of Bi^ebo—Chiefr— Canoes of 
BaJiebo-nDepartnre from Bajiebo— Scenery of the River— Town of 
Leechee— Visit to the chief— The Passage continued down the Rhrer-r 
Madjie Idand— Moant Kesa— Land^on Belee Island- Messencer from 
Rabba— Arrival of Snliken Rouah, or the King of the Dark Watei^ 
Grand Procession of Canoes down the River— Arrival at Zag6zhi* 
Island— Its swampy Nature. 

Friday f October 1st, — Tms morning, to our infinite 
relief, the four messengers from Wowow and Boossli 
Spoken of yesterday were paid for having accom- 
panied us hither, and in the forenoon they left the 
town in company to go to Wowow. The Patishie 
canoemen also received their wages at the same 
time, and embarked in two canoes a few minutes 
afterward on their return homewards, so that there 
only remains with us at present one of the Nouffie 
messengers who joined us at BoossL 

This town is called indiscriminately Lever and 
Layaha, though the latter name seems most gene- 
rally applied here. Its population is great, and 
though it is very extensive, it has been built and 
occupied a very few years only. Its inhabitants 
are sdl Nouifie people, and not long ago resided in a 

' * The first sin this word ftijitoaoniiced like ours in anrsw 
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large village on the opposite side of the river; but 
on account of the civil wars which raged in tlwsir 
country, setting every man against his friend and 
against his neighbour, when property was insecure, 
freedom threatened, and life in danger, they were 
driven to seek an asylum here, where they fancied 
themselves out of the influence of these evils, and 
beyond the reach of the FaUtahs, of whom they 
have an unconquerable dread. Here accordingly 
they erected their dwellings, and cleared ftie adjacent 
ground for cultivation. However, the poor people 
were not left a great while to enjoy unmolested the 
security which they had been in quest of, and which 
they imagined they had found at Layaba; for three 
years ago their relentless enemies invaded their re- 
treat, ransacked the town, and destroyed their houses 
by fire. Fortunately for them, the inhabitants had 
timely notice of the approach of these marauders, 
and succeeded in recrossing the river, just before 
their arrival, without the loss of a single man ; nor 
could the Faldtahs follow them there, because they 
had no canoes. But rather than have their property 
destroyed a sebond time, and rather than be Uable 
to continual irruptions of their enemies, who would 
abuse their women and enslave themselves, after 
their return hither the people of Layaba consented 
to pay a certain tribute to the prince of the Faldtahs 
at Rabba, independent of a kind of ground-rent or 
acknowledgment, which is paid to the owner of the 
soil; so that a double duty is by this means exacted 
from them. Nor is this sdl : for parties of Faldtahs, 
which are without employment at home, are gene- 
rally prowling about the country, and levying con- 
tributions on those yillages which are too feeble to 
resist their claims. 

Such is the case here at this moment ; the Faldtahs 
entered the town on Wednesday to take from its 
peaceful inhabitants whatever they thought proper. 
These men are all extremely well-dressed| and ard 
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armed with large sworde, which fire carried about 
their persons wherever they go. It is likely enough 
that, in this town, their object, for the present at 
least, will be defeated, for it is affirmed that tl^y 
are in terrible apprehension of us, tmderstanding 
that we should interfere in their unjustifi2d>Ie pro- 
ceedings ; and appearances seem to confirm this as- 
sertion. 

This afternoon their party was assemUed to- 
gether by b^at of drum, and they crossed the river 
in a hurry almost immediately after. Without ask- 
ing our permission, or giving the slightest intima- 
tion of their intentions to either of us, they launched 
and took away the Patl^hie canoe, which we call 
ours, and filled it with their people ; which some one 
observing, he came running in haste to our hut, and 
informed us that the Faldtahs had stolen our largest 
canoe, and were taking it away. Unacquainted then 
with their true motives for this action, we were 
filled with apprehension, and believing the story 
which had been told us, my brother instantly re- 
paired to the water-side, where he observed, sure 
enough, our canoe filled with Faldtahs, who were 
waiting the signal for starting. He was agitated at 
the insolence of the fellows, and ordered them to 
get out of the canoe immediately, or take the con- 
sequences. They were about to obey his commands* 
when our officious friend, Ducoo, the priest, stepped 
forward, put his hand upon his shomder, and with 
his usual volubihty, desired him to be cool, and he 
would tell him all. He then informed him that he 
had himself taken the hberty of launching the canoe 
for the use of his friends, made an apology for not 
asking permission, and sadd, that after the Fal&tahs 
had crossed over on the other side, it should be 
brought back to us again. This satisfied my brother^ 
and he left them, though he knew he had been tell- 
ing a falsehood, for it was certainly his intention to 
send away the canoC) so that we smmld never have 
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^ me of it| but m Ducr>o was to nemainat Layaba 
a little longer, we had determined to keep him in 
** durance yile^ till another, through his meanSf 
should be got for us. 

In the mean time I had also repaired to the water* 
side with a pistol, which so teirified the Faldtahs, 
that those who were on shore jumped hastily into 
smother canoe, and all of them stole away as rast as 
they could, in great trepidation, for they fancied 
that their &ad was come. The priest sul^equently 
remarked, that since our arrival, they had been 
greatly alarmed on account of our presence, and 
that he had been unable to suppress their fSears* 
Unnktng to pay us a compliment, he said we were 
stronger and better looking than any chief in the 
whole country, with the exception of the sultan of 
Bomou. He is himself a tall handsome fellow, and 
was chuckiinff at his own ingenuity, but we took 
little notice of him, and gave Mm not so much as a 
needle for his remark. This same individiial has 
began to s]m)w himself in his true colouis; in the 
morning he began begging with much impcnrtunityt 
not only for himself, but for others, nor would he be 
quieted until we had satisfied his covetousness; and 
he then laid claim to one of our canoes, which he 
had the impudence to offer us for sale, and entreated 
that we would purdiase of him ! 8urely the man 
cannot be in earnest. This is impudence with a 
Toigeance! 

Another small party of Falitahs entered Layaba 
this afternoon. An hour or two since, one of them 
Mempted to take away a bow and arrows from an 
inhabitant of the town, who disputed his right to do 
so ; but the Pal6tah eirforced his demand by cutting 
htm across the right shoulder with his sword. The 
wounded man saw the Mood and wept, and ran away 
to make a complaint to his chief, who heaitened to 
his tale and pitied him. After a good deal of trou« 
Me, he caused the bow and arrows to be given back 

Vol. II.— D 
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to their rightful owner, but he could do no mote ; he 
dared not punish the assailant for his crime, and he 
was suffered to boast of it at large. How different 
are these people from the peaceful and happy Fal4- 
tahs in Yarriba and other countries, who spend their 
time solely in pastoral occupations and pursuits I 
Thermometer 76°, 85°, 87°, during the day. 

Saturday, October 2d. — ^The chief sent us another 
fine sheep to-day, and a quantity of dressed provisions 
swimming in palm oil. He was induced to make us 
this present from Ducoo's insinuations, who, no 
doubt, has his own private ends in view. The 
priest boasts an acquaintance with the late unfor^ 
tunate Major Laing, and affirms that he was near 
the spot at the time of that gentleman's death. He 
can also relate Uie whole of the circumstimces at- 
tending the melancholy fate of Mr. Park and his 
associates. But this man is an eternal talker., and 
therefbre we receive all his communications with 
extreme suspicion. 

In the afternoon a small party of men arrived here 
in a canoe froni the chief of the island of Tedh^ with 
a message to us, purporting that the canoes which 
we had, to his infinite surprise, detained at Layaba, 
did not belong, as we imagined, to his friend the 
Chief of Pat&shie, but were his own property ; and 
as be did not acknowledge the authority of Wowow,. 
hat had ever been subject to the King of Nouffie, he 
considered that we could have no right whfitever to 
the canoes in question, and therefore he would en- 
treat us to return them by the hands of his messen- 
gers. He had lent them, because he was willing to 
obhge us and please his neighbour ; but he did not 
conceive or thmk it possible that we could make so 
ungrateful and unkind a return for his hospitality^ 
and the respect and attention which it had been ms 
pride and pleasure to show us. For our own parts, 
we could not forbear acknowledging the truth and 
justice of the observations of the.Teah chieftain and 
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blunihg ourselves for the step we had taken. We 
therefore expressed our deep and very sincere re- 
gret at the measure which we had, from a combina- 
tion of circumstances, been compelled to adopt ; yet 
we assured the chief messenger, a quiet, respectable 
man, that it was not altogether our own fault (for 
indeed it was not), as the Patdshie canoemen well 
knew, for the men of Wowow had forbidden them 
to take back the boats, promising that their sove-* 
reign would pay for them, and the Faldtah agent 
had prevented them from doing so. We said further, 
that whatever might b^. the consequence, we had 
not the sUghtest (Ejection for the canoes to be re- 
stored to their rightful owner; and provided the 
men from Teah could obtain « the consent of the 
priest to take them away, they were at liberty to do 
so whenever they might think proper. But this 
they were by no means disposed to do, for they 
both feared and hated him ; and therefore they bribed 
the Nouffie messenger with a large sum of money 
to assist them in their project, and purposed taking 
away both canoes in the night-season by stealtlK 
However, their intentions were frustrated by the 
watchful vigilance of the priest, who had mistrusted 
them long before they were made known to us; and 
when he had actually detected their plans, he or- 
dered the canoes to be pulled up on shore, two hun- 
dred yards at least from the water's edge, and ob- 
served with vehemence, that after what he had done 
^M>uld they be launched again into the water and 
taken away, he would instantly tie a rope round the 
necks of the chief of the town and the Nouffie 
misssenger that had accepted the bribe, and in that 
humiliating state they should be driven like beasts 
to their sovereign the magia. 
' In the evening, the inhabitants of the town as • 
sembled outside our house to amuse themselves by 
dancing and singing in the moonlight ; for, notwith* 
standing all their misfortunes and oppressions, they 
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never refrain from indulgii^ witii all their bearta 
m these sprightly and thoughtless entertainments. 
Every dancer held in each hand a cow's tail; they 
were all dressed grote8(}uely, and a great quantity of 
strings of cowries encircled their legs and bodies, 
which made a loud rattling noise by tl^ violence and 
celerity of their movements. They sang as they 
Voiced, and excited, bv the oddity of their gestures, 
loud clappings of applause, and bursts of laughter 
from all the bystanoers. The spectacle was ex- 
ceedingly ludicrous; we have rarely witnessed so 
much jocularity and thou^'htless gayety; and we 
have seldom laughed so much at any native exhibi- 
tion. Though the performers panted from vrant of 
breath with their exertions, they ^et contimied theii 
^rling exercises, as is usual with them, till kmg 
after midnight. 

Like many of their countrjrmen, and like the na^ 
lives of Yarriba, the inhabitants of Layaba appear 
to bestow scarcely a moment's reflection eitl^r on 
piMc misery or individual distress— upon their own 
misfortunes or the calamities of their neighbours. 
Nature has mojdded their minds to eiqo^ the lifb 
they lead; their grief, if they grieve at all, is but for 
a moment; sorrow comes over them and vanishes 
like the lightning's flash; they weep, and, in the 
same breath, their spirits regain their elasticity and 
cheerfulness ; they may weU be said to drii^ of the 
waters of Lethe whenever they please. As long as 
they have food to eat, and health to enjoy their 
frivolous pastimes, they seem contented, happy, zfid 
full of life. They think of little else.— 

«Thoog1it would destroy tbeir paradise." 

Thermometer 77°, 88°, 90°, during the day* 

Sunday, Oct, 3rf. — ^We were desired yesterday to 
ffet our ihings packed up, and ourselves prepared, 
for &at this morning we should quit the island to 
proceed on our journey. In pursuance of Uiis ar« 
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yangement we had got all our Iaggag:e in readinesAy 
and only waited the coining of the chief to take oar 
departure, when, to our great regret, one of his 
messengers entered our hut to apprize us that we 
should be unable to go away till to-morrow, his 
master having been dissuaded from his original pur- 
pose by the officious, bustling priest, our friend ai^ 
enemy. We submitted to the disappointment as 
patiently and silently as we could; and in the even- 
ing we obtained a solemn promise, that whatever 
might be the consequence, no one should divert him 
from the resolution he had formed of detaining us no 
longer than to-day; and that early to-morrow we 
should certainly depart Thermometer 76°, 89**, 88^, 
during the day. 

Monday, Oct. 4th. — Our surprise and displeasure 
may be guessed, when, after our goods had been re- 
moved from our hut into the yard outside, we were 
informed that we should be compelled to abide in 
the town yet another day, notwithstanding all that 
ttie chief had told us yesterday. Our patience was 
now completely exhausted ; and we were in great 
anger, lor it is disheartening to be always deceived 
and trifled with by such scoundrels. Repairing in- 
stantly to a hut wherein we knew the chief passed 
most of his time, we discovered him sitting on the 
ground in company with the artful Duooo and our 
Nouffie messenger, and engaged in a very high dis- 
pute with both of them. Our unexpected and ab- 
rupt intrusion and angry looks cut short their wran* 
glmg; and we spoke with much emphasis of the 
shameful manner in which we had been treated, and 
expressed our determination of leaving Layaba 
presently, in defiance of them and all their power. 
With the most insolent effrontery in the world the 
jniest smiled at us, and replied, that we were en- 
tirely in his power — that we should do as he liked, 
and quit the town whenever he thought proper. 
Such kiHpiage as this we thought was rather too 
D3 
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bold: we pretended to be in a violent passicnif and 
imickly undeceived him in this point, threatening^ 
mat if either he or any of hia men should presuaie 
to interfere with us in our intentions or proceeding's^ 
or attempt to hinder us from getting away from the 
town* we should feel no more hesitation or reluc* 
tance in shootin| him than if he had been a partridge 
or a Guinea-hen ! The priest, who had never before 
seen any thing in us but mildi^ess, was intimidated 
at the determined and resolute behaviour we had 
found it necessary to adopt : he was crest-fallen in 
a moment, and, from being one of the most bois- 
terous and consequential fellows in the world, be- 
came quite passive ; yet his presence of mind did not 
forsake him : he stammered out a kind of apology, 
attempted to sooth us by soft language and submis- 
sion, m which he found little difficulty, and did all in 
his power to effect a reconcihation. Having settled 
this business, we went out, and assembling our men, 
attempted to draw our canoe to the riverside, but 
the ground was uneven, and tl^ boat so long and 
heavy, that notwithstanding all our exertions we 
could move her only a few inches towards the river« 
The people were ashamed of themselves to see us 
labouring so hard, and to so Httle purpose ; and the 
priest, likewise, observing us, was convinced that 
we were in earnest : therefore, whispering a few 
words in the ear of the chief, they both came down 
to the spot where we were toiling at the canoe, fol* 
lowed by a number of men ; these, with the priest 
at their head, took the work out of our hands, and 
in less than two minutes the boat was floatm^ on 
the water. Our luggage was then conveyed into the 
two canoes, and shortly afterward we were supplied 
with three men to paddle them with the assistance 
of our own. Here we took our farewell of the chief 
and the priest, the latter begging us very anxiously 
to speak welVof him to his sovereign at Rabba« 
It was not till Ifter we were all iu the canoes, and 
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rSftd)^ to push off, that those on shore dkeovered 
them to be overladen, and recommended as to hire 
ime of immense shee which was lyingr alongside* 
Without stopping to make them any reply, or listen 
to any further nonsense, we desired our own men to 
posh the boats out into the middle of the cinrrent, 
which thev did very promptly, and the town of Lay« 
aba, with its chief and inhabitants, was speedily out 
of sight, and soon forgotten. This was about nine 
o'clock in the morning, so that, after all, we had lost 
but little time in gettkig away* 

The banks of the river near Lever are high, being, 
according to our estimation, about forty feet above 
the river, and steep to the water-side. The river it- 
self i^)peared deep, and free from rocks of any kind ; 
its direction nearly south. We ran down the stream 
very pleasantly for twelve or fourteen miles, the Ni- 
ger, during the whole of the distance, rolling ^andly 
along — a noble river, neither obstructed by islands 
nor deformed with rocks and stones. Its width 
varied from one to three miles; the country on each 
side was very flat, and a few mean, dirty-looking vil- 
lages were scattered on the water's edge. We then 
came to two small islands ; the land appeared more 
elevated, and in some few places it rose in gentle 
hills. We observed three remarkable and lofty hills 
on the eastern dde, which rose very abruptly from 
tiie plain, and were separated from each other only 
by a few yards of ground. Both banks of the river 
were overhnnff with large i^ady trees, between 
whidi we could perceive me land behind to be open 
and well-cultivated ; and, if we may be allowea to 
form an opinion from tlie number of towns and vil- 
lages which were scattered over the country, we 
cteiuld conceive it to be thickly inhabited also. 

At one o'clock, P. M., we landed at a considerably 
Inge and spacious town, called Bajiebo, which is in- 
habited by Nouffie people, though it is situated on 
tlie Yarruw or western side of the river. tn^aU 
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Imstle, and nastihess of all kinds, tliis place, we tbinkf 
can scarcely be exceeded. For tw;o nours after our 
arrival we were obliged to wait in a close and dimin- 
utive hut, till a more convenient and becoming haln- 
tation could be procured for our reception, and the 
pleasure of the chief with regard to us should be 
known. Here we were visited by a number of the 
inhabitants, consisting both of Faldtahs and Nou- 
fanchie (Nouffie people). Among the former was a 
•sagacious and intelUs^ent old man, who has travelled 
a long, long way on the Niger, even beyond Timbuc- 
too ; and he states, that that town is several miles 
from the banks of the river. We were sadly incom- 
modei. by these visiters, who scarcely allowed vba to 
move or breathe ; which, joined to the heat of the 
weather, and the insufferaible stench, rendered our 
situation truly comfortless and distressing. 

We were at length removed from thu horrible 
hole, and conducted to .a hut in the heart of the 
town, in which wood nres had been burning the 
whole of the day, so that the wall was almost as 
warm as the sides of a heated oven, insomuch that 
it could hardly be endured. Yet, to render it more 
unpleasant still, a large, closely-woven mat was 
placed before the doorway, in order to prevent a* 
thousand eyes from staring in upon us; this ex- 
cluded every breath of air. Our feelings, during the 
whole of the night, were more distressing than can 
be conceived : we were almost suffocated with the 
closeness and intense heat of the room ; and dreamed 
hat we were being baked alive in an oven. It ap- 
pears that this town is governed by two chiefs, sejM- 
rate and distinct from each other, one of whom is a 
Nouffie man, and the other a Faldtah; for in tiie 
afternoon each of these individuals sent us a bowl 
of rice as a present. 

Bajiebo is a flourishing and important trading town, 
although not walled, and one of the largest and most 
populous that we have yet seen. A consideraU* 
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tnMc l» etnried ok by its inhal^tsiits wi^ their 
eomitrynieii on the opposite side of the river, for 
which purpose they have a great number of canoes 
of large dunensionq, which are continually eni|doyed 
every day in crossing from side to side. Their huts 
are erected so close to each other, and with so little 
regard to comfort and a free circulation of air, that 
there k scarcely a foo^ath in the town wide enough 
for more than one man to walk on at a tyne ; and 
not having the advantage of shady trees, the heat 
of the town is excessive and distressing. Its un- 
eleanness, filth, and extxeme nastiness have already 
been aUiRled to ; and the odour emitted from tb!e 
dirty streets is offensive and almost insupportable. 
The people formerly inhabited a town on the oppo- 
site Dank of the Niger, but as was the case with 
those of Lajraba, they were induced, or rather com- 
pelled to settle here, on account of the commotions 
occasioned by the civil wars, and like them too, 
they have been found out by their greatest enemies. 

The power of the Falitahs here is evidently very 
great One of their number is styled chief, aSodhas 
Bore auUiority and influence than the native ruler. 
We have been obliged to make a present to each of 
these individuals, and other high and mighty person- 
ages were likewise desirous of obtaining a similar 
fovour at our hands, but we made light of their ccmh- 
versation, and would not understand tiieir enigmas. 

We have seen to-day several large canoes, the 
bottom of which is made of a single tree, and bi^ 
up with planks to a considerable hei^t. In many 
of them, sheds, or houses, as they are called, have 
been erected, which are thatched with straw, and in 
wludi fires are kindled, food prepared, and people 
ideep, and indeed live altogether. The roof is circu- 
lar, and formed in much the same manner as the up- 
per part of a covered wagon in En^and. These 
sheds are of the most essential service to the na- 
tives, as« with their a88istance» merchants are en- 
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abled to travel with some degree of oomtot, w^ 
their wives and household, several days' joturneynp 
and down the Niger, without beitig under the neces- 
sity of landing, except to purchase provisioos, or 
whenever they feel inclined to do so. As the peqpte 
have nothing that equals or answers to pitch, nemp, 
or tar, they use iron stages for the purpose of re- 
pairing it and keeping the planks together when a 
canoe becomes leaky, or any part of it, as it fre- 
quently happens, is split by exposure to the rays of 
the smi. We have seen an old canoe, which had 
undergone repairs several times, with no less than 
from eight to -ten thousand ot these staples drivsn 
into her sides and bottom. 

Our course to-day has been about S. by E. The 
thermometer has been at 70, 90, and 95. 

Tuesday, October 6«*.— Before sunrise tiiis morn- 
ing our luggage was removed to the beach, and be- 
tween six and seven o'clock we were once more 
upon the water. Just below the town of Baju^ 
the Niger spreads itself into two noble Ivanches, of 
nearly equal width, formed by an island. We jwe- 
ferred joume3ring on the eastern branch, but for n» 
particular reason. The country beyond the banks 
was very fhie. The island in the miadle of the river 
is small, but verdant, woody, and handsome ; and we 
passed by the side of it in a very few minutes, with 
considerable velocity. It was then that both banks 
presented the most dehghtful appearance. They 
were embellished with mighty trees and elegant 
shrubs, wMch were clad in thick and luxuriant foli- 
age, some of hvely green, and others of darker toes; 
and little birds were singing merrily among their 
branches. Magnificent festoons of creepii^ plants, 
always green, hung from the tops of the tallest trees, 
and drooping to the water's edge, formed immense 
natural grottoes, pleasing and grateful to the ey%^ 
and seemed to be fit abodes for the Naiads of the 
river I Yet, with all its allurements, there is som^ 
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thing wanting in an Afncan seene to render it 
comparable in interest and beauty to an English 
landseape. 

*'By secret chatms our natire land attracts." 

There is nothing here half so attractive or.inspir 
inff. It is deldom^ very seldom, that the mom is 
fBhered in by the ** song of earhest birds f^ which is 
so eminently enchanting at home, and which in- 
daces so much happiness and cheerfulness, benevo- 
lence and joy. Here there are no verdant fields, 
nor hedges, adorned with the jessamine, the daisy, 
tiie primrose, the bluebottle, or the violet, and the 
hundred other pretty flowers, which please the sight, 
and eidiale, in springtime or summer, the most grate- 
M and delicious fragrance. No flowers here 

** Waste their sweetness in tbe desert air," 

for not a sohtary one is anywhere to be seen. Be- ' 
ndes, generally speaking, a loneliness, a solemnity, a 
death-like silence pervades the noblest and most 
magnificent prospects, which has a tendency to fill 
tiie mind with associations of sadness, and reflec« 
tions of melancholy, very opposite to the silent 
cheerfulness and that internal springing joy which 
we feel on contemplating those goodly and charm- 
ing landscapes which are the pride, the beauty, and 
the ornament of England. To look at the cleans 
Imess of our cottages and the tidiness of their oc- 
cupants is pleasant; but when the dirty mud huts of 
the natives of this part of the world, with the peo«- 
ple themselves, do appear, in our opinion they banish 
every favourable impression, and destroy the efliect 

In the course of an hour after leaving Bajiebo, we 
passed by two towns of considerable extent, and a 
niU was observed right ahead of us, covered with 
trees, one of which was of such singular appearance, 
tint it might easily be mistaken at a short distance 
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fbr a tan [)de, wiHi a fl^ onteled, and watbif it 
the top of it. 

A t a little before eight in the morning* we saw and 
passed along at the base of a high pile of loose 
N granite rocks, large and dark-coloured, which are 
on the Nonffie, or eastern side of liie river ; and al- 
most close to them, and on the edge of the water, is 
a small town. In about a half hour aiterwiurd we 
arrived at an extensive towti, situated on the same 
side, and called Leeckee^ which is inhabited hy NoO' 
fanchie, and said to be a place of considerable rank 
and consequence. Here we landed by express de^ 
«re, and finding an empty grass hut near the spott 
we entered and took possession of it till such time 
as the chief should be made acqoainted with ow ar^ 
rival. Here also our canoe-men left us, and retained 
to Bajiebo, where we had hired them. 
, We were not suffered to wait long^ but in a few 
minutes received an invitation from the chief to 
eome and see him; and having walked through a 
good part of the town, we at l^gth approached his 
residence, and were introduced without ceremony or 
hinderance into alai]^ and lofty hut, where we dis* 
covered the chief sitting on a platform of mud, in 
(preat state, with about forty natives, and FaUtabs 
m earnest conversation on each side oCllim. He ie» 
eeived us with great civility and many demonstra* 
tkms of gladness, and desir^ us to draw near bis 
person, that he might have a better (4)porttmity e^ 
looking at and talkmg to us. However, he a^^pciared 
unwilling for us to quit Leechee till to-morrow, and 
pressed us strongly to remain with him for the day« 
which, however, not all his solicitations and imp(^ 
tunities could induce us to accede to. A Falatah 
then commenced a long and pithy harangue, in which 
he endeavoured to prejudice the chief and those that 
were with him against us, and to fill their miibds w^ 
alarm and apprehension, on account of our malevo- 
lenoe and uie extraordinary power whieh he aaid 
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we possessed ; but his eloquence iras UBaTaOing, for 
we had the consolation to hear one of his own com- 
panions and countr3nnen desire him to hold his 
tongue, and mind his own business, and consequently 
his remarks were soon forgotten. 

We had provided ourselves with a small present 
for the chief on our first setting out for his resi- 
dence, but after what we had seen and heard, we 
fancied that it was too trifling, and feared that it 
would be returned as such by the chief, and that we 
should be exposed to abuse and ribaldry from those 
that were with him ; therefore something was added 
to the gift before we presented it. We then took 
oiir leave of him and his people, and instantly made 
our way back to the water-side, where we waited in 
the grass hut, what appeared to us to be a long, long 
Hce of the canoemen with whom 
sed to supply us. In this inter- 
nt us a pot of honey, a couple 
I few limes. After a considera- 
each canoe could only be pro- 
t two of our own people were 
) place of others as well as they 

^iger at Leechee is about three 
tants have fdenty of canoes for 
sing the river, for fishing, and 
About half-past ten we got into 
B pushed off the shore, and pro- 
e down the stream, along the 
e island, which is within gun- 
nd after passing a large open 
\e appearance, which is on the 
lut in at a small town, a few 
1 the Yarriba side of the river 
trained to go in quest of other 
jjteoemen, because those from Leechee, though they 
md been with us only forty minutes, and had cer- 
tainly not Mboured very hard, had refused to pro* 
Vol. U.— E 
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ceed with ns any farther, nor could 9]! our entice- 
ments induce them to forego this resolution. Here 
we were detained in our canoes, and exposed to the 
sun for an hour and a half, in order to obtain fresh 
canoemen, the inhabitants of the town being absent 
in the fields. 

Immediately after leaving this town we passed 
another island, of |;oodly appearance, but we under- 
stand it is uninhabited. We then came in sight of 
a double range of rocky hills, one of which is close 
to the water, and both running from north-east to 
nearly due south. At one P. M« we were again 
obliged to put in and land at a small village, which 
is situated on an island, for an exchange of canoe- 
men, for, like those from Leechee, these were un- 
willing to go a great way from their homes. In an 
hour's time a number of the islanders came down to 
us, and paddled us to the opposite side of the river, 
and from thence along the base of the hills already 
alluded to. The appearance of these hills is wild 
and gloomy, though highly romantic. Trees of 
hungry growth and stunted shrubs, whose foliage 
seemed for the most part dull and withering, shoot 
out of the hollows and interstices, and overhang im- 
mense precipices, whose jagged summits they partly 
conceal. Indeed, these hiUs look dismal and lone- 
some in the e;ctreme, and seem to be visited only by 
wild beasts and birds of prey, or by the shadow of 
a passing cloud, which serves to increase, if possible, 
their dreariness and gloom. On the top of one ot 
them is a huge and singular block of white stone, 
which, at a certain distance, greatly resembles an 
ancient fortification^ We arrived at the end of our 
journey, and the termination of the nearer range 
of hills, between four and &ve o'clock in the after- 
noon, when we landed at a fishing-town on a small 
island, which is called Madjie, and belongs to the 
Noufanchie. Here we were received with cheer- 
^ilness by the chiefs who accommodated us with a 
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Toomy hut, sent us'a quantity of dressed proYisionSy 
and otherwise treated us in the most hospitable man- 
ner. The banks of the river that we nave passed 
to-day are high, and well cultivated. The direction 
of the river rather to the eastward of south, and the 
distance from this island to Bajiebo about thirty 
miles. The thermometer has heen at 78, 92, 94, 
during the day. 

Wednesday, Oct, 6th. — ^About seven o'clock in the 
morning we departed from the island of Madjie, 
where we had slept, and pursued our journey down 
the river, which for a short distance takes a turn to 
the east, by the side of another range of hills, and 
afterward flows for a number of mile»a httle to the 
southward of east. Near the island of Madjie, the 
Niger branches into three streams, and we were 
recommended to follow the most easterly, because 
the other two were neither considered so deep nor 
so free from danger. 

On leaving the island we journeyed very rapi^y 
down the current for a few minutes, when, having 
passed pother, we came suddenly in sight of an 
elevated rock, which is called MourU Kesa by the na- 
tives, and almost at the same instant we found our- 
selves abreast of it. It forms a small island, and is 
probably not less than three hundred feet in height, 
which renders it a conspicuous and remarkable ob- 
ject. It is excessively steep, and rising out of the 
river as it does, its appearance is irresistibly impos- 
ing and majestic beyond expression. Its base is 
firmged by venerable trees, and less magnificent ve- 
getation, which also strives to springforth from its 
Darren and almost naked sides. The height of 
Mount Kesa, its soUtary position, and the peciSiarity 
of its form distinguish it from every other, and 
render it an object of more than common interest 
It is greatly venerated by the natives of this part 
of the country, and, as may readily be imagined, 
'favours the superstitious ifOtions which are attached 
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to it by a simple and credidoas people, whOylScetlie 
vulgar of Europe, are fond of the manrelloua. The 
story attached to Mount Kesa is of a very romantic 
nature. The natives believe that a benevolent ge- 
nius makes the mountain his favourite and continual 
abode, and dispenses around him a benign and hea- 
venly influence. Here the misfortunes of the un^ 
happy are alleviated* the wants of the needy sup- 
plied, and the^ lamentations of the mourner turned 
to joy : sin, sorrow, and sufifering are unknown ; 
solen^ni^ gives place to merriment, and the solici- 
tude of mturity to present- enjoyment and thought- 
less jocularity. But more especially, say the na- 
tives, the weary traveller here finds a jrefuge from 
the storm, and a rest from his toils ; here he reposes 
in the delights of security, and revels in the com- 
forts of ease. However, to obtain all this, he makes 
known his wants and desires to the spirit of the 
mountain by supplication and prayer, when they are 
instantly answered ; he receives the most dehcate 
and excellent food from invisible hands, and when 
sufficiently invigorated by refreshment, he is at lib- 
erty either to continue his journey or remain awhile 
to participate in the blessings of the mountain. Such 
is tte story we received from these superstitious 
people of this celebrated mount. A little to the 
northward of it is a naked rock, which rises only a 
lew 3rard8 above the surface of the water ; but from 
its insignificance it is unworthy of particular descrip- 
tion. 

A canoe, in which was a Mohammedan priest, with 
his women and train, kept company with us down 
the jriver, and Rabba was the place of its destina- 
tion. A very spirited competition was for seme time 
maintained between his canoemen and ours, in re- 
gard to the velocity with which they could impel 
their respective boats ; but thai of the priest was 
three times larger and heavier than ours, and he 
was at length constrained to forego the contest, the 
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iMs being so very much against him. This created 
a loud lau^h and a little cheering on our side, and 
much merriment on both. All the canoes then pro- 
ceeded abreast of each other, and the whole of the 
party were on the best possible terms. The priest's 
wives strove to entertain us to the best of their 
ability with specimens of their music. One of them 
played on a four-stringed guitar, and her companions 
accompanied the instrument with their voices ; and 
though the noise was iiot very melodious, still it 
was more agreeable to us than silence ; indeed, we 
were highly pleased with the attempt of these sooty 
ladies, for how rude soever the performance may 
be, music has oftentimes a pleasant and soothing 
influence. 

At nine in the morning we landed near a small 
town to procure a fresh supply of canoemen, and 
we waited for them above an hour, without visiting 
the adjacent village. As soon as we had obtained 
them we journeyed along the eastern side of the 
river ; and, at eleven A. M., perceived the smoke of 
the far-famed Rabba ascending many miles before ^ 
us. In another half-hour we drew near an island 
called Belee, which is exceedingly low, flat, and 
swampy. Here we stopped at a large, but mean 
and dirty-looking town, which stands close to the 
water's edge. 

We were shortly introduped to the chief, who is a 
great, rich, and important personage, if we may be- 
Beve the representations of our messengei. He in- 
formed us, that Mohamed, the magia's son, who 
had left us at Pat^kshie, had reftumed from his father, 
in pursuance of his agreement, but, instead of re- 
maining at Rabba, as we expected, he had come 
over to Belee, and been waiting three days [on the 
island, in expectation of our arrival. However, hav- 
ing heard in the earUer part of the morning that we 
were to have slept at Madjie last night, he instantly 
left Belee in a canoe, and proceeded up the river to 
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meet us. For onnelTes we had neither heard nor 
seen any thing either of him or his canoe. The gov'^ 
cmor further said, " You will be qbliged to remain at 
Belee till Mohamed*s return to the island, for he has 
news of importance to communicate to you; to- 
morrow morning you will leave hence, and proceed 
to another island, which is farther down the river, 
wherein it is arranged that you shall abide till your 
affairs be finally adjusted.'' There was some mystery 
about this, which was unexpected and not very grati- 
fying. 

It was nearly evening before Mohamed returned 
to Belee, and he came to us in a dripping state, with 
an excuse that he had been upset in his canoe two 
or three times. After the first salutations were 
over, he informed us of his visit to his father, and 
its result. The magia had desired him to assureus 
of his *^be8t wishes in our welfare, and his deter- 
mination to protect, support, and encourage us, as 
far as he was able.** Mohamed then drew our atten- 
tion to a young man who had entered the hut with 
him, but whom we had not before observed, and in- 
troduced lum as a messenger sent to us by the Fal&- 
tah prince of Rabba. This man said that his mas- 
ter, named Mallam Dendo, had commissioned him 
to acquaint us, that he heartily concurred with the 
King of Nouffie in the favourable opinions and sen- 
timents wMch the latter entertained for us. With 
respect to our visitinff Rabba, wMch he understood 
we were very much disinchned to do, he should not 
urge us ; and rather imagined that we should be 
more comfortable and enjoy greater tranquillity on 
an island on the opposite side of the river, where he 
would recommend us to stop. The chief of B^lee 
had previously made us acquainted with this ar- 
rangement. The Faldtah messenger concluded by 
observing that we should be visited on the morrow 
by the •* King i>f the Dark Water T who would escort 
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OS to the island in question, of which he iB goy- 
emor. 

In the evening the chief of Belee made us a pres- 
ent of a quanti^ of goora-nuts, a large pot of honey, 
a sheep, and dressed provisions in abundance, with 
a huge calabash of sour beer. He boasted that he 
was the King of Nouffie's head slave, and a mighty 
man of valour; and artfully insinuated that he ex- 
pected a present from us in proportion to his rank 
and eminence. But we have seen such numbers of 
kings, princes, and great men lately, that we are 
heartily disgusted with all who bear the epithet; they 
are so numerous, that they would be as difficult to 
count as the drops of' rain in a heavy shower. 

The tl^ermometer has been at 79, 92, and 94^ du- 
ring the day. 

The course of the river from Madjie to this island 
has been to the S. E., the distance about twelve 
miles. The eastern or Nouffie bank of the river is 
moderately high, and overspread with low hills, and 
both banks are well cultivated. 

Thursday^ Oct, 1th, — So early as five o'clock in the 
morning our canoes were loaded, and having break- 
fasted on a slice of yam, we were fully prepared to 
quit the island. But as it was not deemed either 
politic or proper to go away tin the arrival of the 
great King of the Dark Water, who was hourly* ex- 
pected, and who might be inclined to construe our 
departure into contempt, we consented to await his 
coming. Though we have been exposed to a thou- 
sand nuisances, and all manner of inconveniences, 
and are i^retty well reconciled to them all, yet rather 
than remain in a close black hut, full of men, whose 
garmente are generally covered with vermin, and 
rarel;^, if ever, cleaned, and who make it a common 
practice to sit on the mat whereon we sleep ; rather 
than do this, we stepped into our canoes, and hav- 
mg pushed oflf from the land, we waited the islauder*a 
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urrivdl under the branches of a large tree at a lit^ 
distance from the town. 

Between nine and ten, A. M., we heard a nnmber 
of men singing, and keeping time to the motion of 
many paddles, hut we could see no one. HowcTer, 
in a very few minutes, a canoe, which was paddled 
by a few men only, came in sight, and we knew by 
this that the Water Kiqg was approaching. It was 
instantly followed by another and much urger one, 
propelled by above twenty very fine young men, 
whose voices we had been listening to just before, 
and who were still continuing th^ir song. Their 
music was slower, but very sinular to that which may 
be heard on many parts of the western coast. The 
Kir^ of the Dark Water was with them. As the ca- 
noe drew nearer we were not only surprised at its 
extraordinary length and uncommon neatness, but 
likewise at the unusual display of pomp and show 
which we observed in her. In the centre a mat 
awning was erected, which was variously decorated, 
and on the front of it hung a lar^e piece of scarlet 
cloth, ornamented with bits of gold lace stitched on 
different parts, of it In the bow of the canoe were 
three or four little boys,' of equal size, who were 
clad with neatness and propriety ; and in the stem 
sat a number of comely-looking musicians, consist- 
ing of several drummers and a trumpeter^ while the 
young men who had the management of the boat 
were not inferior to their companions either in' de- 
cency of apparel or respectability of appearance. 
They all looked in fact extremely well. 

As soon as this canoe arrived at the landing-place, 
the "Water King" came out from beneath the awn- 
ing, and, followed by the musicians and a suite of 
attendants, walked to the hut wherein all public mat- 
ters are transacted, and whither, in a few minutes, 
we ourselves were desired to repair. The chief of 
the island, with his elders and the more respectable 
of the people, were seated, on our entrance, on 
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each side of their important yisiter, and my brother 
and I, as a mark of distinction, were invited to place 
ourselves in front of him. When the usual compli- 
ments had passed on both sides, he informed us, with 
much solemnity, of his rank and title ; he then al- 
luded to the cause of his coming, which, he saidy 
was to do us honour, and repeated what had previ- 
ously been told us by the king's son. This being 
done, he presented us with a pot of excellent honey, 
and two thousand cowries in money, besides a large 
quantity of goora-nuts, which are cultivated in the 
country, and which are held in so great esteem, that 
the opulent and powerful alone have the means of 
procuring them. Having notldng farther to say or 
do, we shook hands wiw his sable majesty, whose 
name is Suiiken Rouah, expressed our acknowledg- 
ments for his handsome i»resent, and returned to our 
boats. 

The *' King of the Dark Water^ is a fine-looking 
man, well stricken in years ; his skin as black as a 
coal ; his features are coarse but benevolent, and his 
stature advantageous and commanding. He was 
dressed in a full Bomouse, or Arab clou, of inferior 
Uue cloth, underneath which was a variegated tobe 
made of figured satin, country cloUi, and crimson silk 
damask, ^ patched together; he likewise wore a 
cap of red cloth, Haussa trousers, and sandals of 
coloured leather. Two pretty little boys, about ten 
years of age, and of equal size, and who acted in 
capacity of pages^ followed him into the hut. Their 
clothing was neat and becoming, and their persons 
nicely clean ; each of them was furnished with an 
ornamented cow's tail, and they stood one on his 
rijght hand and the other on his left, to brush away 
flies and other insects from his person, and supply 
him with goora-nuts and tobacco. The king was 
also accompanied by six ofhis wives, fine handsome 
j^t-Uack girls, dressed in neat country caps edged 
with red silk* Native cloths, made of cotton and 
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silk, were fostened round their waists, beneath which 
they wore a sort of short frock. The usual custom 
of staining their finger and toe-nails with henna ap- 
I^ars to l^ general among them ; their wrists were 
ornamented wi& neat silver bracelets, and their 
necks with coral necklaces. 

To such a man as the '* Water Kinfl^,^ with such 
a suite and such a title, the greatest honour is ex- 
pected to be i)aid, and we therefore showed our re- 
roect by saluting him with a discharge from two or 
three muskets ; ai^d by waiting patiently his return 
from the council-hut, wherein ne staid two whole 
hours, during which we were sitting in our canoes, 
exposed to a very hot sun, for we had removed thera 
from under the tree by the side of his own. 

It was exactly midday when Suliken Rouah re" 
embarked in his princely canoe, and quitted the 
island of Belee. Determined for once to make an 
attempt at a more respectable appearance, for here- 
tofore it had been extremely mean and homely, w« 
hastily constructed an awning of our sheets. It was 
the first time we had made use of such a thing, 
thou|fh we are without umbrellas, and till then Im 
nothmff but slight straw hats to protect our heads 
from the sun. Above the awning we elevated a 
slender stafl", on the top of which we fastened our 
national colours, the union flag, which was kindly 
given us by a gentleman on the coast, who was 
commandant of Anamaboo. When unfurled and 
wa^g in the wind, it looked extremely pretty, and 
it matte our hearts glow with pride and enthusiasaiy 
as we looked on this solitai^ little banner. We 
thought it would be of service to us also if we made 
as gay an appearance as the king and his followers ; 
and accordmgly I put on an old naval uniform coat 
which I had with me for state occasions, and my 
brother also dressed himself in as grotesque and. 
gaudy a manner as our resources woi3d afford. Our 
eight attendants also put on new white Mohamme 
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iantobes, so that our canoe, with its white awning 
surmounted by the union fla^, our canoemen in new 
dresses, and ourselves appearing: ^s officers, con- 
tributed not a little to the effect of the whole scene. 
"The august King of the Dark Water," with his 
retinue in twenty canoes, condescendingly gave us 
the precedence, and ours was the first that moved 
o£f from land, and le^ the way down the river to- 
wards Rabba. 

For a httle while we continued to take the lead, 
but the chief soon went before us, for two reasons : 
first, that he might have an opportunity of lookmg 
at us ; and secondly, that we might have a fairer 
chance of seeing him in all his state, for which pur- 
pose he had placed himself outside lus awning on an 
elevated and conspicuous seat. However, he only 
wished to get a fe^ yards before us, for his canoe-* 
men soon hfted their paddles out of the water, and 
the boat fell back to its former situation. This 
going before and falling behind was done repeatedly, 
llie musicians in the large canoe performed merrily 
on their instruments, and about twenty persons now 
sinig at intervals ih recitative, keeping excellent tim0 
with their paddles. 

A brisk wind sprung up the river full in our faces^ 
relieving us from the extreme heat of the weather, 
which was remarkably fine ; the scene before us was 
very animating, and the whole of us were in high 
fflee and spirits. Other canoes joined us ; and never 
did the British flag lead so extraordinary a squadron. 
The " King of the Dark Water" might be mis- 
taken for a river god ; and his wives, now and then 
showing their pretty black faces from under the 
awning, cast many an arch look, at us with their 
sparkling, jetty eyes. It was not long before our 
revery was interrupted by a great noise from the ad 
jacent land; and on turning we perceived the banks 
of an island called Zagozkh wMch were Uned with 
numbers of people, adounng our flag, and watching 
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US very earnestly, %by which we guessed that this 

was the place of our destination. The island is so un- 

commoidy low that the houses and trees appeared 

as if they were standing in the water, as indeed 

many of them actually were. Here we arrired^ 

and landed between one and two P. M.,'haying en-* 

joyed a pleasant excursion of eight or nine miles. 

Ours being the first canoe, before we landed on the 

island we waited for the king to precede us, and the 

moment he set his foot on the shore, we fired a 

salute of four muskets and three pistols. Suliken 

Rouah was rather alarmed at this, and demanded 

whether we were gouig to make war on him. He 

was soon relieved from his fear, by being told it was 

an honour that we had beenin the habit of paying 

to all the princes we had met in our travels ; which 

'erstood, than he expressed him- 

i by our attention. Suliken RouaH 

quest of a dwelling-house, and led 

ist which the island affords ; how<t 

Ly bad ; for, as the town is built on 

t in it has the disadvantage, during 

rainy season, of soft damp floors 

B roofs. Our own has positively 

ringing up out of the ground, and 

e obliged to sleep. The walls of 

if mud from the river, strengthened 

and supportedby wooden pillars, and ribs of the same 

material : however, these do not prevent them from 

cracking in a hundred different places; and lax;^ 

chinks, admitting wind and rain, may be observed m 

the wail of every hut. They all have, indeed, inva-- 

riably, a very dirty and wretched appearance, though 

their inmates, generally speaking, are understood to 

be opulent, clean, and respectable. Having con« 

ducted us to our hut, the chief of the island shook 

hands very heartily with us, and assured us that we 

should want nothmg. He soon provided us with 

doors of bamboo for our hut, and a number of mats 
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to wpresA on Uie floor, which made it toleral^v com- 
fortable. In the evening four large calabashes of 
stewed rice» with fowls, and no less than ten gallons 
oipUtOf or country beer, were sent us. About seven 
in the evening, messengers arrived from Rabba, to 
inform us that they should come e^ly in the morn- 
ing for the presents we intended for the chief. They 
said that the king wo\ild not put us to the trouble 
of going to see him, as the town is full of Arabs, 
.whose begging propensities would be very inconve- 
nient to us. I was much pleased with this intelli- 
gence, knowing very well the character of these 
Arabs; and I sent word back that I was much 
obliged to him, and should be still more so if he 
womd dispense with my going to the sansan or 
camp at a short distance frqm me town to visit the 
King of Nouffie. 

Rabba is opposite ZagOzhi, and 
hence* a distance of two miles, to be 
large, populous, and flourishing tow] 
on the slope of a g^entle hill, and on ; 
entirely bare of trees. The Niger, b 
and to-day, ha|B flowed in a direction 
of east. 

Vol. II.— P 
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CHAPTER XV* 



Stay at ZafOzbi— Presents sent to tbe Chleft of Rabba— An old but 
troublesome Acquaintance—Presents from tbe Kinfs of Nonifle and 
Rabba to the Traveller*— Itepoituniti^ o^ tbs Kins^ Mcasen fc ir B 
An. Arab Merctaont'-^Paltey or tb« Fatitab Chief; Mallam Dendo, tai 
Mcvring thePoesesskm of his Ckmqaests— Former Expedition of. the 
FalAtabs against Panda— Rabba A|aiket— The King of^ Rabba discon- 
tented wiih his^Present Consternation of the Traveller*— Park's 
Tobe seat to him-^y of tbo King on reoeivinc it— Permission to 
proceed— Treacherous Conduct of the King of NoufBc— The King 
of Rabba*8 Answer— Conversation among the HAussa Merchants— 
Mallam Dendo the former King of Rabba— His Character— Rabba 
Market— Island of ZagAzhi— The Islanders expert Canoemen— Manih 
Ihctares of Zag6zhi— Promise of a Canoe. 

Friday^ Qctoher Bth. — ^Mallam Dcrdo, the cousin 
of Bello, we find is still liviDg^, but in. a very old and 
feeble condition. He is besides nearly tAind, and 
thinks he has not many more years* to live/ Being 
a cautious, peaceful old man, his chief concern 
is to establish his son as his successor, and liear« 
ing that there might be some dispute about it lifter 
his death, has ahready given up to him th4 reins 
of government. The usual form on these occa- 
sions will be observed, and is to take place on 
the first day of the new moon. The son is to ride 
through all the streets of the town on his father's 
white horse, preceded by all the principal people of 
Rabba, attended by trumpeters, Jlsc, and thus pro^ 
claimed king. 

Early in the morning, the messengers from the 
chiefs mentioned yesterday arrived, bringing with 
them two fine sheepyand a great quantity of rice« 
They were accompanied by a messenger from the 
general, a Bomou liian, with another sheep. We 
are obliged to accept of this latter much against our 
inclination^ for it will cost us ten times its value, 
bul it is a treat that we have not had since we left 
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Ylobrie. It appears ihat we shall be*iemiired to 
give presents to nine persons before we shall get 
away from this place. 

Having prepared the presents, I collected the 
messengers and laid out before each of them those 
that were intended for their masters; they ex- 
pressed themselves pleased with them, and assured 
us that their masters would be also. In order to 
make them some reward, and secure their ffood 
will, I gave something* to each, and dismissed them. 
We also sent away Mohamed, and his cduntryman and 
associate the Nouffie guide, who had accompanied 
us hither all the way from Boossa. The presents 
we have made consist of a handsome looking^glas8» 
with a gilt frame, a pair of silver bracelets ; a snuff* 
box, tobacco-pipe, Imife, razor, two pair of scissors^ 
four new shillmgs, and a number of books on natural 
history, with plates. Besides these, we sent the 
King of Nouffie a pocket compass, •and the Prince 
of Rabba a camera obscura, desiring each of the 
messengers to inform their sovereigns that the latter 
articles were invaluable, but that owing to the length 
of our journey, and the few things which were left 
us in consequence, we were compelled to part with 
them — only, however, tin such time as we should 
return to the country again, when we hoped they 
would be given back to us, for a handsome present 
which we should bring for the purpose. Mohamed 
and the Falatah messenger promised to return to 
Zagozhi in a couple of days; but the Nouffie guide, 
a surly, ill-favoured, and dissatisfied man, has no 
wish to see us again, and therefore he will remain 
at home. The old " King of the Dark Water,'' and 
after him several of his pc^ople, paid us a visit to-day, 
bringing with them an enormous quantity of bits of 
meat and pounded yam, boiled or stewed in palm 
oil, and abundance of less dehcate provisions ; and 
strong beer sufficient for a reg^lment of soldiers ! A 
Hiussa interpreter followed m his train» so that we 
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had no diffioolty in underetaQding each otlier; Irat 
those wha aubaequenUy visited our dwelling were 
not quite so fortunate, and we could nost compre* 
hend a single word whieh they uttered. Having 
brought their offering of provisions and beer in huge 
pots and calabashes^ and laid it at our feet, they 
wi^ed very much to enter into conversation^ with 
us, -and were much confused and disconcerted at our 
ignorance of the Nouffie language, and our apparent 
dulne^ of comprehension ; at first, they sUred at 
us in vacant a^^tonishment, then looked at each other 
very cunningly, and afterward looked into our faces 
•gain. Finding at length that either we could not, 
ar would not, understand their words and gestures, 
they burst into a loud laugh and went away, leaving 
their pots and calabashes behind them. These men 
were extremely ¥^11 dressed and respectable in 
their appearance. 

Saturday^ October Qth^'-Tbk mornmg we were 
Visited by two young men» Arabs from Rabba, who 
had come, they ssdd, purposely and solely to pa^ 
their respects ; but in reality, the object of their 
coming was very different from this, as shorty 
afterward am)eared. On their entrance into the 
yard of our hut, one of them,* a httle, short, disr 
agreeable4ooking man, uttering a sudden exckmaar 
tion of joy, sprang forward, and clapped me with 
violence to his breast, kissing my shoulder, hands, 
head, cheeks, and beard with much eagerness, 
agreeably to the custom of his countrymen on such 
€>cca8lon8, and also of the Israelites, as well as 
many other eastern national and having done this, 
he next prooeeded to embrace my brother in the 
same rough and hasty manner, but his compUments 
were equally as unexpected as they were unpleasant 
The Araib, as may be supposed, was very eager to 
claim acquaintance with me, and to bring to my 
memory certain scenes which had taken place on 
my former journey through Haussi^ Having in 
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some degree recovered from my msrptim at his salo- 
tation, on looking at him more attentively, I re- 
cognised in him the very same individual that bad 
been employed by Captain Clapperton, whom he 
had abused and cheated, and who was subsequ^itiy 
engaged by mvself as guide from Kanb. He is the 
person also tnat decamped with Captain Pearce*! 
sword, and a large sum of money in cowries, when 
I sent him back to Kano for the tent-poles, which 
he had forgotten till after he had been several miles 
on his journey, and since which time I had not seen 
him till to-day. His appearance is somewhat ubC- 
couth and remarkable; his figure is awkward and 
uncommonly diminutive ; he has a most forbidding 
and intolerable squint; his mouth is turned awry; 
and he has a hu^ and unnatural excrescence jutting 
out from his chin, which adds not a little to the de- 
formity of his countenance and appearance. There- 
fore it was not very pleasant to be embraced, and 
almost hugged to deatn,by'such a man as this. His 
companion is a pale, handsome, and agreeable youth, 
and is different from the other; in our presence 
his behaviour was decent, and his manners rather 
timorous and reserved ; and when the villany of his 
associate was exposed, he felt the more abashed of 
the two. My brother instantly accused the fellow of 
his former infidelity, and told him he was surprised 
that he could have the impudence to visit and sakte 
him in the maimer he had done, after what had 
transpired between them. Instead of expressing 
his sorrow and contrition, the Arab made light of 
his offence, and endeavoured to laugh off the im- 
pression of it altogether ; and then in the most abject 
manner begged every thing he saw with so' much 
importunity and selfishness, that we were out of all 
temper with the scoundrel, and I turned him out of 
the nut in disgust. However, he could not befieve 
it possible that we were in earnest with him, and 
waited outside the door a long t^me* anxiously ex- 
F3 
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pectin^ stnkvitation to come in agun. ^^Oyitintist 
be all in sport,^ said he ; but at last we threatened 
to shoot hun if he did not go about his business^ and 
being apprehensive that we should put oiir threats 
into execution, he ran off as fast as he could. Before 
his dismissal, we gave his companion a few needles, 
and he took his leave in peace. The fellow's excuse 
for leaving me in the manner he did, was, that Al 
Hadjee Salah, the late Captain Clapperton's agent, 
had persuaded him, saying that I was goin? to travel 
amon^ Caffires who knew not Allah, and who would 
therefore murder him. He was frightened, he 
added; but it was easy to see that this was a mere 
excuse. His pretext for coming to us now, was, 
that Sceriffe Asman, who was going to his native 
country Timbuctoo, had offered to cpnvey letters 
for us, from whence they might be forwarded to 
Tripoli ; and that he himself would call for them 
in the morning. This I hoped to prevent, by say- 
ing that we hm neither letters to send, nor pres- 
ents to give to Sceriffe, therefore we did not wish 
to see him. 

A great number of Arabs are at present residing 
in^ Babba ; they have come from various parts, 2^ 
trade with the natives in red caps, trona, smsdl look^ 
ing^glasses of the most inferior description, red 
cloth, silk, &c., which they bring chiefly from Fez- 
zatt. Among these Arabs is a famous sheikh, who, 
we understand, will set out in a few days on a jour- 
ney to Timbuctoo and other idaces. 

Sunday, October lOth. — ^Mohamed and the Falatah 
messenger arrived at Zagozhi in company this morur 
ing, in pursuance of their agreement. The former 
brought with him a fine sheep as a present from the 
magia, and Mallam Dendo sent a large pot of honey 
by the hands of the latter. Both princes, according 
to the account of their representatives, were mightily 
pleased with their respective presents, and expressed 
their aeknowledgment» in 1m warmest and most 
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mteM terms ^ they repeated the eneouragingprcmi- 
hea which thev had before held out with regard to our 
journey, and have commissioned the " King of the 
Dark Water,^ mider certain circumstances, to sup- 
ply us with a commodious canoe, as excellent as 
pur hearts can desire; strongly recommending us 
to enter into arrangements with him, and deUver 
our two Pat^shie canoes, which are comparatively 
small and of Uttle value, into his keeping till our 
departure from the country. A m^ is also to ac- 
company us as far as the sea, to be our guide and 
interpreter on the voyage. This intelligence has 
made us quite easy in mind, and filled us with hope 
and joy ; for, previous to the arrival of these men, 
our hearts misgave u§ that every thing would not 
prosper well. They seem to have forgotten the 
presents we had bestowed on them as well as their 
master, for they have been very pressing to-day 
in their solicitations for money and needles, so that 
I have gone so far as to cut my coat in pieces for 
them to make caps of the cloth. Mohamed, in 
particular, has been incessantly annoying us in 
this manner, and brought a fellow with him from 
Rahba, who; he wished us to believe, was the 
magia's eldest son, merely for the purpose of ex- 
acting a present from us proportionate to his rank; 
but we saw through his deceit in time to prevent 
our being taken in by him, and crushed it in its 
infancy. 

It is provoking to be continually tormented so, 
and after aU to receive nothing for our pains and 
the sacrifices we make but discontent, black looks, 
and grumbling without end. Thesp fellows, instead 
of. paying their respects in the first place to the 
chief of the island, had come to us directly from the 
landing-place ; and, because they had something of 
consequence to communicate to lum, in which we 
ourselves were intimately concerned, after having 
teamaeA in our company long enough to ascerta^i 
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that they could extort nothing farther from ns^ Mo- 
hamed, who had come with them, declared that they 
were in a hmry to be gone, to make amends for 
their delay, and therefore boldly demanded two 
thousand cowries "to open," as he expressed it, or 
*♦ clean out, the mouth of the * Water King T " or 
else, he declared, no business whatever could be 
transacted with him ; it was the only method, he 
added gravely, with which Ke was ac<}uainted, of 
enticing him to speak pn any subject of miportance. 
We knew all the time that the fellow was endeav- 
ouring to deceive us; but seeing how mych oiir 
success depended on keeping all tli^ sort of gentle- 
men in good-humour, and that our interest lay in 
being imposed on now and then, we cbmphed with 
his request. Considering, after what had passed, 
that Mohamed and his colleagues might embezzle 
this sum, which in fact they strove to do, v[e sent 
Pascoe along with them io the chiefs house. Both 
he and his people continue to show us every hospi- 
tality, and to treat us with all manner of respect and 
civility. 

Monday f October llth. — AH, tlie Arab, who, it will 
be recollected^ introduced himself to bur notice in 
Yioorie, paid us a visit to-day from Rabba, where 
he has been residing some time past. We hardly 
knew him again at nrst, on account of his altered 
countenance, and the languid and emaciated ap^ 
pearance of hisperson ; whiqh,he tells us, has been 
the effect of sifckness and anxiety, occasioned by an 
attack of the Guinea-worm, which hsMl ^nfined him 
within doors on his mat for thtee weeks. Instead 
of proceeding to A16rie in Yarriba, which it was 
his intention of doing, he had changed his mind 
suddenly, and had come to Rabbsl, where he was at 
first courteously received and entertained. The 
horses which he had in his possession belonged to 
the good old Oadado of Soccatoo, by whom he was 
commissioned to sell them to the highest bidder. 
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These aMmals were exceedingly large, handsoney 
and apitited, so much so mdeed, that the prince of 
the Faliitahs took a great fancy to them, and pcir- 
chased them,^at an extravagant price, very shortly 
after they had been first exhibit^ in public by Ah. 
But not haying money sufficient at his disposal at 
the tiihe, Mallam Dendo promised to give the value 
of the animals partly in cowries and jrajrtly in hand- 
some tobes of native manufacture, which the seller 
agreed to receive as willingly. He has, howev^, 
been detained nere ever since, and to the present 
time has been put off day after day with enipty 
IMTomises. Ali does not think that this procrastina- 
tion proceeds firom anv dishonest feeling on the part 
of the prince of the Faieltahs, but that it is really from 
want of the means of paying him, oindng to the ex- 
penses attending several warfike expeditions in whidi 
he has bean recently engaged. 

Such, generally speakmg, is the manner of trading 
in this country, a tew years* credit being thought 
very little of; and it is not unusual to meet witii ii^- 
viduals who have been unable to obtain payment of 
debts for ten or a dozen years at least. 

We had a long chat with Ah, and gave him a few 
old things which were useless to us; but we soon 
found it necessary to send him away, as he began 
complaming very grievously of pover^ and wre^i- 
edness. 

The Arab, in course of conversation, remarked, 
that it would be a good speculation to send some 
needles f6r sale at the Rabba market, which is ex- 
tremely large and well attended ; therefore, we took 
tiie hint, and sent Jowdie and Ibrahim, two of our 
men, with a certain quantity to dispose of, and they 
both returned in the evening with the fruits of theft 
success, having obtained the sum of eight thousand 
cowries for them. This has given us fresh spirits 
again, for we had not a single cowrie to give to odr 
men. 'nie inh^tants of Rabba purehased tiiett^ 



d by Google 



76 EXFBDITKm AOAIinT FVN94* 

▼ery eagetiy, at from fifte^i to ttety cowries eaeli 
needle, and they were anxious to get roote^ whee 
tl^y found that our men had disposed of the whole. 
It has been tiie poliey of Mallam Dendo, who, by 
all accounts, is an able and crafty chief, and a cour- 
ageous man, to advance foreigners of all nations to 
certain lucrative and important posts, either sbosA 
his person, in the army, or as governors of con- 
quered towns ; and by this means he conciliates, in 
a great measure, the black or original popula- 
tion of the country, confirms his reputation, and 
establishes his sovereignty with little trouMe ova* 
lands and districts which he may have subjugated 
and added to his daminions. It appears that the 
prince of Rabba is wholly independent of Bello, ^ 
Sultan of Soccatoo, or at most tha^t he pays only a 
nominal aUegiance to that monarch, though an 
amicable intercourse is constantly kept up between 
them. 

. MaUam Dendo lately planned an expeditlcm against 
the kingdom of Fun^ which was instantly carried 
into execution, though ibrmer enterprises of the 
kind had uniformly terminated in confusion and 
defeat. This also was a complete failure; for as 
his soldiers were drawing near the city of Funds, 
as the story goes, and had attained an eminence for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the surrounding coun- 
try, they saw, or thought they saw, to their infinite 
amazementra lai^ army coming out to meet them, 
and all the soldiers armed with muskets, clothed 
after the manner of foreigners in blue and white 
dresses. Ttaa put them all in a consternation t and 
without stof^ing to look behind them, they fled 
with the utmost speed, and ^returned to their own 
homes without accomplishing any thing. Here 
they attempted to vindicate their cowardice by tellmg 
their countrymen a, very marvellous' story of itiek 
havine encountered an army of white men, whose 
forraiddi>le equipments and warlike appearance had 
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made tlieir hearts droop witlim them, and they had 
fled. In allusion to this story^ Mallam Dendo asked 
Pascoe, in confidence yesterday, whether he did not 
think that many of our countrymen were assistmg 
their adversaries ? 

Mallam Dendo, it is said, can send one thousand 
iiorse soldiers, weU equipped and mounted on noble 
animals, to the field ; knd the number of foot soldiers 
he has, at his command is so great, that it is not 
known. Ail runaway slaves are encouraged to 
join the ranks on condition of receiving their free- 
dom; and they are joined by a vast number from 
the surrounding country* The natives are com- 
manded by captains from among their own country- 
men, and the Fal4tahs idso by theirs; the greatest 
good-will prevails among them, ^nd we have no- 
where observed quarrelling of a^})jjLind. 

The Faldtahs are now in poss^^on of the whole 
of Nouffie, Ederesa having relinquished his claim, 
as he had been deserted by the greater part of his 
troops, who joined the army of Mallam Dendo. Both 
the magia and .Ederesa have little or no authority* 
The FsUitah prince has sent his messengers, both by 
land and water, to collect the taxes and tributes 
throughout the coun^ of Noufiie, which were last 
year paid to Ederesa. ^ Yarriba win soon follow the 
condition of Nouffie, and the Faldtahs, in the course 
of a few years, will reach the sea. An idea of their 
character may be- formed from their usual boast, that 
they could conquer the whole vwirld if the saltwater 
did not prevent them* 

Friday^ Oct, \2th, — ^As we have already said, Rabba 
market is very celebrated, and considered by traders 
as one of the largest and best in the whole country, 
of which it may be. styled the emporium ; a varie^ 
of articles, both of nsUive and foreign manufacture, 
are there offered foi; sale ; and it is generally well 
supplied with slaves of both sexes. Y esterday, one 
oC' «)ur men counted between one and two hundred 
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men, women, and childi^n, who were all exposed 
for sale in ranks or lines. These poor creatures 
liave, for the most part, been captured in war ; and, 
it is said, that the Fal4tahs rarely treat them with 
Hnkindness, and never with brutality. The price of 
a strong healthy lad is about forty thousand cowries 
(8Z. sterling) ; a girl fetches as much as fifty Uu)U- 
sand, and perhaps more if she be at all interesting ; 
and the value of men and women varies aecorduig 
to their age and abilities. Slaves are sometimes 
purchased at Rabba by people inhabiting a cou^itry 
situated a good way down the Niger, and from 
thence they are delivered from hand to hand till thev 
at length reach the sea. .Ivory is likewise sold, 
most IDLely to the same individuals, and large tusks 
may be purchased at a thousand cotnries each, and 
occ^ionally at a much cheaper rate.' We have 
eleven elephants' tusks of .o.ur own, which were pre- 
sented to us by the Kings of Wowow and Boossai, 
but we have been unable to dispose of them at 
Rabba because no strangers are at present in the 
city. 

All the principal inhabitants of Rabba are com- 
plaining bitterly of the want of money, and the pe- 
culiar hardness of the times. Formerly, they say, 
it was not so ; and they ascribe their present pov- 
erty and embarrassments to their late reverses in 
war and misfortunes at home. Thcur recent un- 
successfal attack on the Cttm&He people, who reside 
in the province of Engaskie, near Y^orie, and 
which we have alluded to m our visit to that coun- 
try, has quite humiliated and disheartened them. 
To be outwitted and overthrown by the unwarlike 
Cumbrie, who are considered as a despicable race by 
all people, and to have lost so many men and horses 
in that expedition, have been a source of great mor» 
tification to their vanity, and derogati(m of their Ingh 
name. In order to redeem their national character 
from the stain which it has thus leceiivetl, and tort 
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M9tfe tk^ rejmtatioji fotbrivery and resolution wM<* 
had before so eminently distinguished them from 
their neighbours, btit which is now so deeply tar- 
nished, the Falitahs atRabbaare actively employed 
ia hastening: preparations for the invasion of Yar- 
riba ; and are resolved, it is reported, to set out iii a 
very few days for Katunga, the capital, which is to 
be their first object of attack. They anticipate suc- 
cess, without the* dread of opposition; and they 
alrettdy boast of acquisitions which they have not 
yet gained, and exult in the thoughts- of the splen- 
dour and opulence they shall enjoy in cities which 
they have not yet seen; Our old friend, the monarch 
of Yarriba, on- his part, has been put dn his guard, 
and is, we hear,- determined to resist any hostile at- 
tempt wMehmay be made against his country. 
' Mallam Dendo sent for Pascoe this morning in a 
^reat hurry, with a message, that he was waiting 
impatiently Ins arrival at Rabba, having something 
of the utmost consequence to communicate. As 
may easily be conjectured, we were rather surprised 
at this unexpected summons, and waited Pascoe's 
veium With much anxiety, for we had no doubt what- 
€»er that we were principsdly concerned in it. When, 
however, he did come back^ and enter our hut, he 
looked very wiSstfuUy, and informed us, with consid- 
erable agitation bot^ of .voice and manner, that Mal- 
lam Bendo had expre^ed to him the greatest dis- 
satisfaction at the thinffs which he had received from 
us as a present, declaring them to be perfectly 
worthless, and, with the exception of the looking- 
glass, ** fit only for a child !" that he well knew we 
could have sent him something more usei^l and of 
greater value, if we had thought proper ; but that if 
we persisted in our refusal to do so, he should de- 
mand of us our guns, pistols, and powder, before he 
would consent or pei^it us to leave Zagozhi. This 
new* made us very uneasy and unhappy, and we sat 
down in g^oom and thoughtfukiess, without uttering 
Vol. II.— G 
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a word, for we believed tfa&s tobc ad6ath4>low to aH 
our hopes. To part with the only defensive weapons 
in our possession we felt determined not to do ; it 
brought to our recollection the falde of tiie Hon de- 
prived of his teeth and claws. We knew that if we 
were to be deprived of these, we ahould be entirely 
in the power' of a set of fellows who are remarki^de 
neither for generosity nor nobleness of principle, 
without the means of helping ourselves ; and we r&> 
solved never to part with our gems unless compelled 
to do so by force, or from the most urgent necesmty. 
Having reflected deliberately oa our situaticHi, we felt 
convuiced that something on our part must be done, 
by way of i;onciliation, if we had any int^tion af 
quitting the countrv, and of prosecutmg our enter* 
prise. The chief also wanted to know why we had 
not gone to Sansam to see the maffia, havings been 
only five days' journey from him when at Y&oorie, 
ftnd added, that one of us must go immediately. We 
were much hurt, and pointed out to the messenger 
our only box of presents, and tokl him it was all we 
possessed to last us to the sea, adding, that if we 
were to give his master more we should have no- 
thing left to obtain us even food on our voyage. At 
this moment we thought oi Mr. Paik's tobe, whidi , 
was giv^n to us by the King of BoossI ; and thou^t, 
tibat as it was the only thing which we had to offer, 
it might, in conse(][uence of the splendour of its ap- 
parance, and its mtrinsio value, prove an accepta- 
ble present to the ^covetous prince, and we fondly 
hoped that it might be the means of atieriect ivcon- 
ciUation on both sides : therdTcMre, nnaer these con- 
siderations, we immediately de^mtched Itorahim with 
it to Rabba, though our hearts mii^ve us at the 
time, that it would after all be thought hghtly of, as 
an excuse for further extortions. Of course, we 
deeply lamented the necessity to which we were re- 
duced on parting with this curiosity, but it was inevi- 
table. We sent word by Ibrahim also, that having 
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no good presents to give him was the reason 1 had 
Bot visited Bello when we were at Yaoorie, and 
that I declined doing so for the same reasons now. 
Our plan was to make friends with the Rabba chief, 
and this, we have some hc^s, the tobe we have just 
sent to him will effect. 

In less than two hours after his departure, Ibrahim 
returned from his errand with a quick step and cheer- 
ful looks, and informed us that thetobe was accepted 
by the prince with ra{>turous admiration. By this 
present we had nhade him our friend forever; he re- 
gretted that the Faldtahs had no canoes, but were 
uiey possessed of any, he would make us a present 
of as many as we might want, and accelerate our 
departure from Zagozhi with all his influence. " Ask 
the white men,** said he, "what they would desire, 
atid if Rabba can supply them with it, tell them they 
•hall always haVe it. Well !" he continued, " I must 
purchase this tobe ; I will not accept it as a gift, — 
that wonld be against my principles, and besides it 
woald be wrqpg for me to be guilty of such injus- 
tice. Now I shall be something hke a king," he 
added, turning the tobe inside and out ; " let no man 
know of it; my neighbours will behold me with 
envy; and as for my own people, I will surprise them 
some morninjgby putting it on when they are going 
to war ; it will dazzle their eyes. How great will 
be their astonishment P In this manner the prince 
•of the Fal&tahs talked to Ibrahim. We hardly know 
what conclusion to draw from it, but rather imagine 
^ that this present of the tobe will in the end be ad- 
vantageous to our interests, though we very much 
regret its loss. Our man has been desired to visit 
R^j&a «igain to-morrow, when a present of some 
kind will be sent us as an acknowledgment, for such 
18 the custom of the country. 

Wednesday^ October \2th, — In pursuance of ttie 
eiiieTs arrangement, we sent Ibrahim and Pascoe to 
him this morning. He received them with civility. 
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said he was highly pleased at their comLn^, and 
wished to know in what oiamier he could best ex* 

Sress his acknowledgments to us for the present we 
ad made him, which he termed a "princely gift,'* 
promising to make us -all ;the returp for it in his 
power, by forwarding our departure, and assisting 
us in the object of our visit as much as he was ab^e. 
Pascoe, who had previously been tutored by us, and 
who is not deficient in sagacity, made i^iswer, «uid 
said, that our first wish, and the one which he be« 
lieved we were most anxious about) was to obtain a 
large canoe, and pursue our journey on the Niger as 
fast as possible ; that as we had httle money, and 
but few presents, and as the "King o£ the Darit 
Water" had reflised to exchange a canoe <rf the 
above description for tiiose which we had obtained 
^t Pat^shie, unless we would consent to pay him. 
ten thousand cowries, we should her obliged to hia% 
to settle that little affair to our satisfaction, other-; 
wise he said we should be embarrassed with iori 
superable difficulties. And that, if the. piince of 
Rabba s^proved of it, a few mats, tobes, or sandals 
would be highl5r acceptable ; and would be considered 
by us as a sufficient remuneration for the presents we 
had made him. This answer pleased the prince» 
and he cheerfully agreed to the whole of Pascoe'a 
propositions. He then weht out and procwed a 
bundle of the handsomest-coloured mats,, for the 
manufacture of which Rabba is famous^ and came 
back, and delivered them into the hands of Pascoe 
as an offering to us, with two large bags of rice, an4 
a bunch of plantains. He gave Ibrahim also a hand^ 
some tobe and cap for himself; and promised to send 
a messenger to the King of the Dark Water to settle 
the business of the eanoe, by whom he would ^e* 
wise send valuable tobes, to be worn by my bro^^ 
and myself. He then presented Pascoe with a 
thousand cowries ; and he returned with Ibrahim to 
Zagozhi, quite overjoyed with success* 
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A foot memenger from the King of Nouffie arrived 
at Rabba in the moming. His sovereign had des* 
{Mitched him privately to Mallam Dendo, with an in- 
ainnation to nim, **that if it met with his approba^ 
tion, he (the magia) would order us to be detained 
at ZagOshi until we should consent to make him a 
piwent of a certain number of dollars^ or something 
equivalent to them in value ; that he disbelieved the 
story of our poverty altogether, and would therefore 
•eafck pur luggage, in order to discover whether 
our assertion was true or false, that we had no 
greater presents to mak^." So much dissimulation, 
meanness, and rapacity which thisr trait in his char-* 
acter exhibits, we had little reason to expect from 
the King of Nou^e after expressing for us, so 
warmly and rep^atedly as he has done, protestations 
of the most cordial, candid, and lasting friendship. 
We could not forbear feeling very indignant at this 
foul breach of the laws of hospitality and good faith, 
which w6 had experienced in every part of the 
country previous to; this. Fei^aps it was well that 
we had prebeated the prince of Rabba with Mr. 
Park's tobe, for he treated the message and its bearer 
with contempt, and answered energetically : *^ Tell 
the nagia, your Sovereign, that I would rebuke him for 
this expression of his sentiments; that I detest his 
base insinuations ; thIU 1 will never consent to his 
wishes ; and that I reject his proposal with disdain. 
What ! shall the white men, who have come from 
saeh distant lands to visit our country, who have 
spent their substance among us, and made us pres- 
ents, before we had leisure to do any good for them, 
shall they be treated so inhumanly ? Never ! They 
have worn their shoes from their feet, and their 
clothes from their persons, by the length and tedious^ 
Bess of their journeys f ihey have thrown themselves 
hito our hands, to clahn our protection and partake 
of our hosjntality; shall we treat them then as rofab 
bers, and oast them from us like dogs) Surely 
G9 
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ftot. What would our neigbbours^-^^faal would our 
friends— our foes, say to Uiisl What could be a 
greater reproach than the infaniy which would at- 
tach itself to our characters and to our name, should 
we treat these poor, unprotected, wandering straui- 
i;ers, and white men too, in the-roanner your mon- 
mrch, the King of Nouffi^ proposes f After tiMiy 
have been received and entertained with so mnok 
hospitaUty and honour in Yarriba, at Wowow« and 
at Booss^ shall it be said that Rabba treated Ihera 
badly ^ that she shut her doors upon them and plun- 
dered them ? No, nev^r ! I have already given my 
word to protect them, and I will not forfeit that 
sacred pledge for all the guns and swords in the 
world/' Such was the answer -vduch the King 
of Nouffie's messenger received from the Fal4tah 
chieftain. Surely it was worthy of a prince. 

Our men saw and conversed with this Nouffie 
messenger, who had made no secret of his errand, 
and the above answer was related to Pascbe by the 
prince of the Faldtahs himsell ^ 

The imbecility of the magia, zai his want of 
power, are strikingly apparent; he exercises anomi-^ 
nal authority only over his pec^^ Mallam Dendo 
being evidently the ruling monarch of the whol^ 
kingdom of Nouffie. The former never enters into 
any public undertaking without consulthig the Fali- 
tah niler, and first obtakung his consent to the mea- 
sure, be it urgent or otherwise. 

Several Haussa merchants arrived at Rabba this 
morning, with a number of fine horses for sale. As 
soon as they entered the town, they went to pay 
their respects to the prince, when Pascoe happened 
to be in his company, and they conversed t<>gether 
in the Faldtah language, not thinking for a moment 
that it could be understood by him. Ijn allusion to 
as, for we are generally brougm on the tapis on such 
occasions, they spoke very much in our praise, 
mentioned Captain Clapperton, <<the uni<»vtunat» 
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Abdullah,*' in terms of the highest admiration, an^ 
had seen with wonder the splendid andx;urioii8 prefr» 
ems which, he had made to Sultan Bello ajt Socca- 
too. " I know the white men too," «aid the prince, 
^ they are good men ; in £act I have reason to speak 
weU oX theuif for I also am a white man, and there- 
fore I am of opinion that they are of the same blood 
aa ourselves." It is in this manner that FaUtahs 
endeavour to claim relationship with Europeans, 
thoug:h these peoide are either of a swarthy com- 
plexion, or black as soot; and this passion to be con. 
sidered fair js , often carried to a most ridiculous 
height White men* how sorry soever their outward 
aimeieurance may be, are certainly considered, not 
only by FaMtahs, but, by the native blacks, as a su- 
perior order of beings, in all respects more excellent 
than themRelves* At Ykoode we recollect having 
overheard a conversation between two men, who 
were quarrelling in the very height of passion. 
" What I" exclaimed one of them to his fellow, " thou 
pitiful son of a black ant ! dost thou presume to say 
that a. horse was my fiaJ;herl Look at these Chris- 
tians ! foj as they are, I am ; and such were my 
ancestors; answer me not, I say, for I am a white 
man !" The speaker was a negro, and his skin waa 
the ccdour of charcoal. 

Thursday^ October 14/A*-- It is time that our jpur* 
ney should be oomple^d, fbr our goods are ver^ 
neaiiy exhausted ; and so iax from l^ing in a condi* 
tion to make.further presents, our means will scarcely 
be adequate to procure the bare necessaries of Hfe. 
Our stock of cloth, looking-glasses, snuff-boxes, 
knives, scissors, razors, and tobacco-pipes has al- 
ready been given away, and we have only needles 
ftxud a few silver bracelets left to present to the chiefs 
whom we may reasonably expect to fall in with on 
our voyage down the Niger. Henceforward we 
must endeavour to shun as many large towns on 
tke banks of the river as. we may venture to do witk 
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safety. In order to obtain a litUe money, in addi- 
tion to what we have ahready been enabled to pro- 
cure from the sale of a qttantity of needles, both for 
present use and future convenience, I sent ray watch 
this afternoon to the Falitah general, who is the^ 
Bomouese that made us a present a day or two ago, 
and he agreed to purchase it for the sum of sixty 
thousand cowries ; but having the misfortune to let 
it fall shortly afterward, as he was in the act of 
mounting his horse, the glass was broken by the 
accident, and it was so much damaged outwardly, 
that its beauty of appearance is entirely destroy^. 
It was returned to us towards eveivng, with a pres- 
ent of a bunch of plantains and a beautiful leopard's 
skin, as a remuneration for the injiiry which it had 
sustained, but without sending any tpology, or the 
most distant allusion 'to the accident! The watch, 
however, still ticked^ and the brightness of itsinner 
case was untarnished, therefore we sent it over in- 
stantly to Mallam Dendo, who received it with eager- 
ness, and purchased it on the spot for a large sum 
of money, which he has promised to pay us to-mor- 
row, and Pascoe has accordingly left it in his hands. 
The story which we had heard when at Yioorie, 
relative to the decease of old Mallam Dendo, father 
of the present prince of the Fal&tahs, was not true, 
as that individual is still alive. But the rumour we 
suppose to have originated from the old chiefs abdi- 
cation in favour of his son, which took place at the 
time, snd his reUnquishment of all public business 
in consequence of that resolution, though it is said 
that he still influences his son's conduct in all 
private as well as public concerns. He now sits, 
as the Arabs tell us, in one position every day 
from morning till night, with three large calahashes 
around him, one of which is kept constantly filled 
with tuahy another with cowries, and a third with 
ftooHHiuts; and he revels in the delights which 
viese ealabasbes afford him all day long. He hm 
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ttie reimtatioii also, now that he is beeome old, of 
being both a miser and a glutton. He receives but 
few Tisiters, and those are of a particuls^r descrip- 
tion, with whom acquaintance has made him fa- 
miliaiF, and whose company, equality of age, and a 
similarity in tastes and inclinations have rendered 
desirable. These friends are at liberty to eat a 
handful of /t^ or chew a goora-niut in his company, 
whenever they please. Old Mallam Dendo is con- 
sidered a^ery eccentric character by all those who 
have either seen or heard of him, and his singular 
manner of living is the common theme of conver- 
sation among, all ranks. His son is said to inherit 
none of his father^i foibles or propensities; he is 
revered as a leader, and beloved as a man, though 
the Arabs do not speak well of his consistency. 
For some reason, the report of the old man^s death 
18 industriously propagated. 

Frikay^ October Ibth. — We are generally awakened 
every morning at day breaks and on particular occa-* 
sions lofltg before the sun rises, with the noise of 
the gnn^ng of o<mi and the loud cheerful singing 
which accdmpanies it from the females engaged in 
that laborious occupation, for femates only are em- 
(doyed in it. The same custom prevails in Yarriba, 
m BorgoOf and ^ Ylioorie, and in fact throughout the 
whole of western, central, and northern Africa, as 
lur as we can learn. Instead of the mill formerly 
used in Judea, and in all eastern countries, with its 
handle of wood or iron in the rim, the people here 
simply employ two large stones, flat and smooth, 
' with the uppermost of which they rub the grain till 
it becomes sufficiency fine. Perhaps this is a 
more ancient, as it is a more simple contrivance, 
than the com.mills used by the females of the east, 
t6 which it is greatly inferior. However, Dr. Clarke, 
the traveller^ is of opinion, that the former " are the 
primeval mills of the world," and he also says, that 
^.tbey are still found in all com countries where 
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rude and ancient castoms have not been HaMe to 
those changes introduced by refinement** 

Rabboj "vniich has before been alluded to, appears 
from Zagozhi to be a considerably large, neat,' clean, 
and well-built town, though it is anweiled, and is not 
otherwise fenced. It is irregularly built on the 
slope of a ^ntly-rising hill, at the foot of which 
runs the Niget ; and in point of rank, population, 
and wealth, it is the second city in the ^al&tah 
dominions, Soccatoo alone being considered as its 
superior. It is inhabited fay a mixed population of 
Faldtahs, Noufanohie, and emigrants and slaves 
from various countries, and is governed by a nder 
who exercises sovereign authority over Rabba and 
its dependencies, an4 is styled sultan or king. The 
regal power is despotic, though exerciiB^ wiih 
mQdness, and the succession hereditaiy. The Arabs 
and all strangers have an enclosure of dwellings to 
themselves, which is in the suburbs of the town. 
Rabba is famous for milk, oil, and honey. The 
market, when our messengers were time, appeared 
to be well supplied with bullocks, horses, mides, 
asses, sheep, goats, and ibnnclance of poultry.. 
Rice and various sorts of com, cotton, doth, indigo, 
saddles and bribes made of red and yelk>w leather, 
besides shoes, boots, and sandals, were oflered for 
sale in great plenty. Although they observed about 
two hundred slaves for sale, none had been disposed 
of when they left the market in the evening. The 
inhabitants grow abundance of com and nee, and 
other productions common to the neighbouring 
countries, and they cultivate the plantain shnm 
with success. They possess large flocks and herds 
of the finest descrij^ion, and their honied cattle ar» 
remarkable for their size and beau^. They have 
also a prodigious number of excellent horses, of 
which they take the greatest care, and they are 
universally admired for their strength and elegant 
proportions. These animals are used only for war. 
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redreation, and in travelling* It is the pride a^d 
pleasure of the higher classes to dress weU, and 
display their persons and their horsemanship to 
advantage, and it is gratifying to witness the grace 
and dexterity with which they preserve their com- 
mand over these beautiful creatures. In the man- 
agement of their horses they are perhaps not in- 
ferior to the Arabs, from whom they have, in all 
probability, derived most pf their lessons in the art. 
Rabba is not very famous for the number or variety 
of its artificers, and yet, in the manufacture of mats 
and sandals they are unrivalled. However in all 
other handicrafts Rabba yields to ZagOzhi. 

Zagozhi^ situated as it is, directly opposite Rabba, 
participates in many of its advantages, though still 
it has various inconveniences peculiar to itself. 
The town is built on a bog, for such it appears jto 
us, and it hes so close to the water, that in fact 
hiuidreds of huts are literally standing in it. So 
little regard do the people appear to have for what 
is termed comfort, that they suffer the walls of their 
dwellings either to fall to pieces, or permit large 
chinks and holes to remain, in them, which freely 
admit the wind and rain ; while the floors, which 
are made of earth or clay, are so sof^ and damp, 
that a slender stick may easily be thrust into them 
by the hand to any depth. Our own is of this de- 
scription. In so moist a situation as this, it ma^ 
reaaily be supposed the air in the night season is 
illuminated with fireflies. The huts of the natives 
are infested with mosquitoes and other more dis- 
gusting insects, which abound indeed in millions. 
When tiie Niger subsides, and leaves Zagozhi ex- 
posed iK^ all its dirt to the influence of the sun, 
the noxfeus vapours and exhalations with which the 
air must of necessity be impregnated will render it 
no doubt very insalubrious ; but at present the in- 
habitants make few or no complaints. 

In their huts the people exhibit no very favour- 
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dble specimens oC taste or eleanlkiess ; aifd }n Ush 
respect, certainly, they are greatly inferior to tli^ 
neighbours on the other side of the river. How- 
ever, in their persons they are by no means so neg- 
ligent, for they always appear extremely well 
dressed; and we have rarely met with so large a 
number of tall, handsome^ well-fcnrmed men and 
comely women as in this place* 

The"^ care which the Faldtah bestows, and the 
pride which he takes in his horse, are employ^ 
and indulged by the inhabitants of Zagozhi in an 
equal proportion in their canoes ; the Niger is cov- 
ered with these little vessels, and to be skilfiQ in 
th6 management of them is their greatest bo^ud;* 
The chief of the island has about six hundred 
canoes, all of which will be employed, when the 
young Mallam Dehdo is proclaimed king, in con- 
veying the Faldtah troops across the riVeir on 'their 
expedition into Yarriba. They are fond of aquatic 
occupations, even to a passion, and carry them to 
excess. All the trade by water iii' these parts is in 
their hands, and they are proprietors of the ferry to 
and from Rabba, which is a source bf considerable 
emolument to those engaged in this speculation. 
They are also excellent fi^iermen, and, in fact, the 
population of ZagOzhi are almost amphibious, so 
prone are they to be perpetually jsporting in bogs or 
dabbling in water. But they do not confine them- 
selves all the year round entirely to the river, for 
they cultivate th^ soil as well, and, like their coun- 
trymen of Nouffie, in the manufacturer of various 
articles the^ evince considerable ingenijity and ex- 
pertness. The cloth which they mamifacture in 
common with their countrymen, and the tbbes and 
trousers which they make, are most excellent, and 
would not disgrace a European manufactory; they 
are worn and valued by kings, chiefs, and great men, 
and are the admiration of tfte iieighbburing nations, 
which vainly attempt to imitate ihem* We have 
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eople employed 
in spinning cotton and silk ; others in making wooden 
bowls and dishes, mats of various patterns, shoes, 
ftandals, cotton dresses and caps, /and the like ; 
others busily occupied in fashioning brass and iron 
stirrups, bits for bridles, hoes, chains, fetters, &c. ; 
and others again employed in making saddles and 
horse accoutrements. These various articles, which 
are intended for, the Rabba market, evince con- 
siderable taste and ingenuity in their execution. 

We have not seen a single public amusement since 
we have been among them. In this respect they 
are an example to their neighbours. They seem 
quite independent of all authority and above all re- 
straint, except that of the legitimate King of the 
Dark Water, and their own interests induce them to 
obey him alone. They care as Uttle for the Faldtahs 
as the Faldtahs for them ; the peculiarity of their 
Situation renders them secure from foreign invasion, 
and insensible to the calamities and distresses which 
overwhelm the natives of niany parts of the con- 
tinent. They have Uberty stamped on their features, 
and lightness and activity, so rarely to be seen in 
this country of sluggards, are observable in all their 
actions. The generahty of the people are well- 
behaved; they are hospitable and obliging to stran- 
gers ; they dwell in amity with their neighbours, and 
ve in unity, peace, and social intercourse with them- 
selves ; they are made bold by freedom, affluent by 
industry and frugahty, healthy by exercise and 
labour, and happy from a combination of all these 
blessings. 
The popul^ion of Zagozhi cannot well be esti- 
Vol. n.-rH 
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mated, on account of its lowness and the preyaHing 
flatness of the country round, on which neither a 
hillock nor eminence of any kind can be discerned. 
However, it must be immense ; and we consider it 
to be one of the most extensive and thickly inhabited 
towns, as well as one of the most important trading 
places in the whole kingdom of Nouffie, not except- 
mg even Coulfo. According to our estimation, the 
island may be about fifteen miles long and three in 
breadth, but the greater part of it is now nearly over- 
flowed. Notwithstanding this, tlie natives appear to 
enjoy good health. 

Novelties^ however trifling; attract the notice of 
the people of Rabba, as glittering baubles excite the 
attention of a child ; and as children, too, become 
tired of their plaything a few moments only after it 
is put into their hands, so do they throw aside in 
disgust, when it ceases to be a novelty, that which 
they would have given half their stlbstance to obtain 
a few seconds before it actually became their own. 
They are 

Pleased whh a.feattaer, tickled wtth a straw. 

The prince of the Falatahs is already tired of my watch, 
which he purchased yesterday, and he returned it this 
afternoon, with all its machinery broken ; and, like 
the Bornouese soldier, without making any acknow- 
ledgement for his carelessness. However, we have 
received permission to quit Zagozhi tO'-morrou) morning, 
to pursue our journey down the Niger ; and though all 
the promises of the magia have terminated in noth- 
ing—though a Nouffie guide has been denied us — and 
though it is likely that we shall be perplexed with a 
thousand difficulties, yet we are in high spirits and 
great good-humour at the thoughts^ of our release, 
for we know that we shall go our way with alacrity 
and confidence. 
We have been bnsfly employed in packing up and 
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making preparations for our departure from Zagozhi 
to-morrow morning. We are in hopes of having no 
difficulties about the canoe, and are desirous of ob- 
taining one that will hold all of our party, as it will 
be a much more satisfactory arrangement for us, 
and more convenient than two small ones. The 
cMef of the island visited us in the morning, and 
promised to send a messenger with us as far as Egga^ 
on the banks of the river. This is the last town, 
we are told, doWn the river belonging to the Nouffie 
territory, and its distance from hence is said to be 
four days' journey. He tells us also, that the river 
is quite safe, according to the reports of the Nouffie 
people who trade between this place and Egga. 

TTiis afternoon, the chief was unwiUing to part 
with a canoe under any consideration, y^t, as a token 
of his friendship and regard, he has offered to spare 
us one for twenty thousand cowries ! in addition to 
our ' own which we brought from Pat^hie island. 
A messei^^er from the prince of Rabba arrived her^ 
just after this proposition was made us, with full 
powers to treat with the Water King for our canoe. 
** I will sfee," said the man, " whether I can make him 
comply with your wishes or not ; he will not show 
me any of his airs, I am suif." This messenger 
brought with him a large bag of rice as a present 
from Mallam Dendo, who desired him to inform us, 
that ^ he wished us well, and should be most happy 
to hear of our return to the country by way of the 
Niger." As soon as he had delivered his message to 
us, he repaired to the dwelling of the Zagozhi chief, 
and returned to us from his errand shortly after- 
ward, with the intelligence of his having succeeded 
in obtaining the long-talked-of canoe, which would 
be in readiness to receive us on board at an early 
hour to-morrow. This has removed a great weight 
from our minds. 

' Last night my brother wa« troubled and terrified 
in his sleep by a frightful dream of scorfMonSy and« 
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to his astonishment, when he awoke this mommef 
he discovered one of those reptiles on his mat, whidi 
he had crushed to death in his sleep. 

The ^ Dark Water King?' has been informed of oar 
poverty, we believe, and his goodness is declining 
very perceptibly in consequence. Nor do his peo- 
ple, we are sony to say, regard us with the same 
respect and partiality as formerly, nor treat us with 
as much beer as they did. Doubtless they have im- 
bibed a similar notion, that the white men are poor, 
and their kindness and good-nature are also fast 
dwindling away. Perhaps aU this is natural: even 
from our friends and relations, hospitality and tender- 
ness do not, under such circumstances, last for ever. 
It is true the natives have pitied us ; but pity is 
composed of sorrow and contempt; and here, as in 
more polished countries, ^e have found it to be un- 
substantial and fleeting. After the first gush of 
feeling, the tear of compassion gives place to the 
frigid indifference of contempt. To be pitied is to 
be despised; Such is the case here, and such is the 
way of the world. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The canoe ex changed— Wooden Shoes of ZagSzhi— Departure Ihn 
Zaftehi— Diincalty of obtaining Paddles— The Niger below Rahha— 
A Night on the River— Hippopotami— Dieannie Island— Progress of 
Mobammedaniflm— Scenery of the River— Gungo Island— Nanve Ca- 
noes— Want of an Interpreter— Natives of Gkingo— Danger of the Ca> 
noe— Height of the River— FoTo Island— Falitah Mode of obtaining 
Tribute— Arrive at Egga— The Chief of Egga— Curiosity ofthe People 
—An important Visiter— Fears ofthe Canoe-people, and their Befhsal 
to proceed. 

Friday, October 16th. — ^Wb were up and sirring at 
a very early hour in the morning, packing up our 
clothes and getting our luggage ready for embarka* 
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tioa. But when this was all done we met with 9 
sudden and unforeseen embarrassment, — the sable 
** King of the Dark Water" laughed at the idea of 
giving us a canoe on the faith of receiving payment 
from the prince of the FalAtahs, and refused at first 
to deliver up to us our own, which we had obtained 
from Patashie, and which we had kept with so much 
anxiety and trouble. At length, after much impor- 
tunitv, we induced the chief to restore them into 
our nands; and our things and the clothes of our 

Eeople, with a quantity of rice, corn, calavances, and 
oney, were removed into them from our late resi- 
dence. 

When all this was done, and we were quite ready 
to start, the old chief came down to the water-side 
to bid us farewell, according to his avowed purpose, 
but in^ reality to offer us a commodious canoe in ex- 
change for our own, if we would consent to give 
Mm ten thousand cowries in addition to them. This 
was agi^eed to on our parts after a little delay, fdr 
we donsidered that it would be infinitely more com- 
fortable to have our people and all our things with us 
in the same canoe ; and that it would be less laborious, 
raUier than be liable to casualties and accidents by 
separation. We had fortunately realized a sufficient 
number of cowries from the sale of needles at Rabba, 
and wMle I was shifting our things from our canoe 
into another, my brother walked back with the old 
chief to his residence, where he fpimd all the people - 
of the house gathered round the trunk of a large 
tree which was burning in the hut. Here he paid 
the chief ten thousand cowries for the canoe, which 
baying done, he rejoined me at the water-side. I 
had forgotten to mention that the principal inhabit- 
ants, owing to the softness of the soil during the 
jrainy* season, wear large wooden shoes when they 
fro abroad in bad weather ; but the lower class of 
|)eople and ourselves generally went barefoot. It 
ts merely a flat piece of a very hard species of wood 
H3 
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as lon^ as the foot, supported at each end by thick 
pieces, as shown in the sketch. A small piece of 
leather passing through holes in it, and leaving a 
noose on the upper part, serves to confine the great 
toe to it, and the heel is also secured by another 
piece passing over the instep. The annexed sketch 
IS a representation of it. , 



The canoes made here are of a particular descrip 
tion, very much resembling vrhat are called punts in 
England, but are perfectly straight and fiat-bottomed. 
They are generally formed out of one log of wood, 
and are of an immense size. That which we pur- 
chased is about fifteen feet in length and four in 
breadth, but they make them nearly as large again. 

As soon as our goods were all transfeited into the 
purchased canoe, which, after all, was not near large 
enough for our purpose, we found it to be extremely 
leaky, and patched up in a thousand places. We 
saw that we had been cheated by the artful " King 
of the Dark Water," but rather than enter into an 
interminable dispute on the subject, which might in- 
volve us in further difliculties, we held our peace, 
and put up with the imposition without a murmur. 
We had been prevented from perceiving the canoe*8 
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defects before by the excitement of preparation and 
the hurry of departure. And yet after we had all 
got into her, we waited till we were weary for the 
arrival of a messenger that was to have accompanied 
«s a little way on our journey ; but he did not come, 
and we resolved to leave without him. Therefore 
at nine o^clock in the morning we bade farewell to 
the King Of the Dark Water and the hundreds of 
•spectators who were gazing at us, fired two muskets, 
accompanied with three cheers, and launching out 
into the river, we were soon put of their sights 



Leaving Zagrdzki. 

Notwithstanding his recent artful proceedings, 
this old man had behaved to us with the most at- 
tentive hospitality, in which he was imitated by his 
principal people, who were as friendly to us as we 
could desire. We could not expect that the first 
flow of feeling and generosity should continue. 
•* Whatever is violent," it has been often remarked, 
•♦is seldom lasting;" and when this remark is applied 
to the passions of unlettered and uncivilized man, 
surely we bught not to be surprised at their advances 
of friendship becoming less frequent and their hos- 
pitality decreasing with their admiration. 

It is inconceivable what difficulties we have ex- 
perienced in obtaining paddles for our canoe ; no- 
where have we found people willing to sell us any, 
and until we reached Zagozhi we could induce no 
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one to spare us a paddle ; they would not do it for 
the world. However at Madjie, and other places, 
we returned the hospitality which we received from 
the chiefs, by suffering our men to go out at night 
when it was dark, and when the villagers were 
asleep, and steal what we found an invincible diM- 
culty in pro^ring by fairer means. . The paddles 
thus obtained were concealed from their owners, 
and from our ill-natured Nouffie guide, in the bottom 
of a canoe under a quantity of mats ;<and though our 
men were ' suspected of the offence, yet we were 
permitted to pass on unmolested. It was by such 
mean and unworthy sliifts as these that we found 
ourselves in a condition tl}is morning of proceeding 
down the Niger for the first time, without any 
foreign assistance whatever. We Vrere overjoyed 
at this, for nothing can be more irksome and un- 
pleasant than to be at the beck and under the con- 
trol of an interested guide or messenger, to stop the 
canoe whenever he may think fit, and to land at 
every town which might suit his own convenience. 
It is pleasant, very pleasant, to feel that one is his 
own master. 

As we have already said, Zagozhi was soon out 
of sight ; but though we journeyed with tolerable 
rapidity, the city of Rabba remained long in view. 
We fancied at first that we were pursued from 
thence by several canoes which were filled with 
people, but we learned soon after that they were en- 
gaged in trade, and only pursuing their customary 
avocations. The breadth of the channel between 
Z^Ozhi and Rabba is not more than two miles in 
our estimation, and the direction pT it about south- 
east. Our course from the landihg-plaqe was along, 
the shore of the island on the Rajbba side for about 
twenty minutes, when we arrived at its extremity. 
The river then ran east, and its breadth appeared to 
be about four miles. 

A lUtle before nine A. M., we passed a ferry where 
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we observed a great many canoes crossing and rc» 
crossing with passengers and horses to the Yarriba 
side. On inquiry we found that they were going to 
the market of A16rie. This is the same place men- 
tioned as lying to the south-west of Katunga. A 
ranffe of low hills appeared on each side of the river 
as far as the eye could discern, but at some little 
distance from the bank, sometimes about five miles ; 
and we passed along the side of a large cone-shaped 
hill, completely detached from the range, and rising 
with abruptness at a few paces only from the water's 
edge. The borders of the river were exceedingly 
flat, low, and swampy, and appeared as though they 
were partially ovei^nowed, for trees and shrubs were 
shooting up in many places out of the body of the 
water. 

We observed several large and small toWns as we 
paddled along, all of them in situations extremely 
low, which gave them a truly uncomfortable and 
wretched appearance. Besides fish, the principal 
food of the inhabitants is rice, of which they culti- 
vate vast quantities. The rice grounds are now al- 
most all inundated ; some of them are as much as 
three or four miles from any perceptible human hab- 
itation. 

We made no stop whatever on the river, not even 
at meal-times, our men suffering the canoe to glide 
down with the stream while they were eating their 
food. At five in the afternoon they all complained 
of fatigue, and we looked around us for a landing- 
place, where we might rest awhile, but we comd 
find none, for every village which we saw after that 
hour was unfortunately situated behind. large thick 
morasses and sloughy bogs, through which, after 
various tedious and provoking trials, we found it 
impossible to |5enetrate. We were employed three 
hours in the afternoon in endeavouring to find a 
landing at some village, and though we saw them 
^tinctly enough from the water, we could not find 
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a passage through the morasses, behind which th^ 
lay. Tlierefore we were compelled to relinquish 
the attempt, and continue our course on the Niger. 
We passed several beautiful islands in the course of 
the day, all cultivated and inhabited, but low and 
flat. The width of the river appeared to vary con- 
siderably ; sometimes it seemed to be two or three 
miles across, and at others double that width*. The 
current drifted us along very rapidly, and we guess^ 
it to be running at the rate of three or four mile% an 
hour, llie direction of the stream continued nearly 



I'he day had been excessively warm, and the sun 
set in beauty and grandeur, shooting forth rays tinged 
with the most radiant hues, which extended to the 
zenith. Nevertheless the appearance of the firma- 
ment, all glorious as it was, betokened a coming 
storm; the wind whistled wildly' through the taU 
rushes, and darkness soon covered the earth like a 
veil. This rendered us more anxious than ever to 
land somewhere, we cared not where, and to en- 
deavour to procure shelter for the night, if not in a 
village, at least under a tree. Accor£ng^y, rallying 
.the drooping spirits of our men, we encouraged them 
to renew their exertions by setting them the exam- 
ple, and our canoe darted silently and swiftly down 
the current. We were enabled to steer her rightly 
by the vividness of the lightning, which flashed across 
. the water continually, and by this means also we 
could distinguish any danger before us, and avoid 
the numerous small islands with which the river is 
interspersed, and which otherwise might have ,eni- 
barrassed us very seriously. But though we could 
perceive almost close to us several lamps burning in 
comfortable-looking huts, and could plainly distin- 
guish the voices of their occupants, and though we 
exerted all our strength to get at them, we were 
foiled in every attempt, by reason of the sloughs 
and fens, and .we were at last obliged to abaiKkm 
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fbsm in despair. Some of these lights, after leading 
us a long way, eluded our search, and vanished from 
our sight like an ignis fatuus, and others danced 
about we knew not how nor where. But what was 
more vexatious than ail, after we had got into an 
inlet, and toiled and tugged for a full half hour against 
the current, which in this little channel was un- 
commonly rapid, to approach a village from which 
we thought it flowed, both village and lights seemed 
to sink into the earth, the sound of the people^s 
voices ceased of a sudden, and when we fancied we 
were actually t;lose to the spot, we strained our eyes 
in vain to see a single hut, — all was gloomy, dismal, 
cheerless, and sohtary. It seemed the work of en- 
chantment; every thmg was as visionary as "scep- 
tres grasped in. sleep." 

We had paddled along the banks a distance of not 
less man thirty miles, every inch of which we 
had attentively examined, but not a bit of dry land 
could anywhere be discovered which was firm enough 
to bear our weight. Therefore we resigned ourselves 
to circumstances, and all of us having been refreshed 
with a little cold rice and honey, and water from 
the stream, we permitted the canoe to drift down 
with the current, for our men were too much fa- 
tigued Mrith the labours of the day to work any 
longer! But here a fresh evil arose, which we were 
unprepared to meet. An incredible number of hip- 
popotami arose very near us, and came plashing, 
snorting, and plunging all round the canoe, and 
placed us in imminent danger. Thinking to frighten 
them off, we fired a shot pr two at them, but the 
noise only called up from the water, and out of the 
fens, about as many more of their unwieldy com- 
panions, and we were more closely beset than be- 
fore. Our people, who had never in all their Uves 
been exposed in a canoe to such huge and formida- 
ble beasts, trembled with fear and apprehension, and 
absolutely wept aloud ; and their terror was not a 
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^ed 1^ the dreadful peals oi tlnmdet 
id over their heads, and by the awful 
^.^ tiich prevailed, broken at intervals by 

flashes ?» aghtning, whose powerful glare was truly 
awful. Our people tell us, that these formidable 
animals frequently upset canoes in the river, when 
every one in ttiem is sure to perish. These caipe so 
close to us, that we could reach them with the butt 
end of a gun. When I fired at the first, which 1 
must have hit, every one of them c^me to the sur- 
face of the water, and pursued us so fast over to the 
north bank, that it was with the greatest difficulty 
imaginable we could keep before them. Having 
fired a second time, the report of my gun was 
followed by a loud roaring noise, and we seemed to 
increase our distance from them, t'here were^ two 
fiornou men among our crew, who were not so 
frightened as the rest, having seen some of these 
creatures' before on Lake Tchad, where, they say, 
plenty of them abound. 

However, the terrible hippopotami did us no kind 
of mischief wl^atever ; no doubt, at first, when we 
interrupted them, they were only sporting and wal- 
lowing in the river for their own amusement ; but 
had they upset our canoe, we should have paid dearly 
for it. 

We observed a bank on the north side of the river 
shortly after this, and 1 proposed halting on it for 
the night, for I wished much to put my foot on firm 
land again. This, however, not one of the crew 
wotild consent to, saying that if the gewow rouoy 
or water elephant, did not kill them, the crocodiles 
certainly would do so before the morning, and I 
thought afterward, that we might have been carried 
off, like the Cumbrie people on the island near 
Y^oorie, if we had tried the experiment. Our ca- 
noe is only large enotigh to hold us all when sitting, 
so that we have no chance of lying down. Had we 
been able to muster up thirty thousand, cowries at 
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Rai)bsu we might have purchased oiia^ which wonid 
have carried us all very comfortably. A canoe of 
this sort would have served us for hvingin entirely, 
we should have had no occasion to land excepting 
to obtain our provisions; and having performed our 
day's journey, might have anchored fearlessly at 
night 

Finding we could not induce our people to land, 
we agreed to continue onj all night. The eastern 
horizon became very dark, and the lightning more 
and more vivid ; indeed^ we never recollect having 
Been such strong forked lightning before in our lives. 
All thi3 denoted the approadi of a storm. At eleven 
P. M . it blew somewhat stronger than a gale, and 
at n^dnight the storm was at its height. 'Die wind 
was 80 iwrious, that it swept the water over the sides 
of the canoe several times, so that she was in dan- 

ger of filling. .Driven about by the wind, our frail 
ttle hark t^came unm^ageable ; but at length we 
got near a bank, which in some measure protected 
us, and we were fortunate enough to lay hold of a 
thorny tree, against which we were driven, and which 
was growing nearly in the centre of the stream* 
Presently we fastened the canoe to its branches, and 
wrapping our cloaks round our persons, for we felt 
overpowered with fatigue, and with our lejfs dan- 
gling half over the sides of the little vessel into the 
water, which for want of room we were compeUed 
to do, we lay down to sleep. There is something, 
I believe, in the nature of a tempest, which is favour- 
able to slumber, at least so thought my brother ; for 
though the thunder continued to roar, and the wind 
to rage,— though the rain beat in our faces, and our 
eanoe lay rocking like a cradle, still he slept soundly* 
The ynnd kept iSowmg hard from the eastward till 
after midnight^ when it became calm. The rain then 
descended in torrents, accompanied vfith thundes 
and lightning of the most awful description. We 
lay in our canoe drenched with rain, and our Uttie 
Vol. II.— I 
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Yes0el was fi^g: so fast, that two people wen 
obliged to be constantly baling out the water to keep 
her afloat. The wat^r elephants, as the natives 
term the hippopotami, frequently came snorting near 
us, but fortunately did not touch our canoe. 

The rain continued until three in the morning of 
the 17th, when it became clear, and we saw the stars 
sparkling like gems over our beads. Therefore, we 
ajH^ proceeded on our journey down the river, there 
being sufficient light for us to see our way, aii4 two 
hours after, we put into a small, insignificant fishing- 
village, called Ddcannie, where we landed very 
gladly. Before we arrived at l^is island, we had 
passed a great many native towns and villages, but 
in consequence of the eariy hour at which we were 
travelling, we considered it wcmld be imprudent to 
stop at any of them, as none of the natives were 
out of their huts. Had we landed earlier even near 
one of these towns, we might have alarmed the in- 
habitants, and been taken for a party of robbers, or, 
as they are called in the country, JacaUeed. lliey 
would have taken up arms against us, and we might 
have lost our lives ; so that for our own safety we 
continued down the river, although we had a great 
desire to go on shore. 

In. the cowpse of the day and night, we travelled, 
according to our own estimation, a distance little 
short of a hundred miles. Our course was nearly 
east. The Niger in many places, and for a consider- 
able way, presented a very magnificent appearance, 
and we believe it to have been nearly eight miles in 
width. 

Sunday, Oct. I7th. — ^After drying our persons and 
wet clothes before large fires which we nad kindled 
for the purpose, we sat down at the root of a tree, 
and partooK of a meagre refreshment of rice and 
honey. While we were at breakfast, the promised 
messenger from Zagozhi arrived at ^e village, in a 
canoe of his own, and came up to us, and in^Dduoed 
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himself. He said that he had followed our track 
during the night, and had heard the report of our 
guns, but though he strove to come up with us, yet 
he had been not able. The hippopotami had annoyed 
him in the same manner as they had us, and had g^ven 
him much apprehension and uneasiness, but had done 
his canoe no manner of injuiy. We found several 
Fai&tah mallams on the island, who have been sent 
by the Chief of Rabba for the purpose of instruct- 
ing the natives in the Mohammedan faith. The 
island is inhabited by ^ouffie fishermen, a harmless, 
inoffensive race of men, who only a few weeks ago 
were obliged to adjure their pagan deities for the 
Koran, whether against their inchnation or other- 
wise. This is another of the effects of the FaM- 
tihs' spreading their conquests over the country. 
Wherever they become masters, the Mohammedan 
rel^on ibUows. In consequence of Ederesa hav- 
ing relinquished his authprity in favour of Mallam 
Dendo, his subjects have become Mohammedans, 
and this faith will no doubt shortly spread through 
Yarriba. 

^ The mallams were attentive and civil to us as 
strangers, and directed the natives to find firewood 
for us, and bring it to our encampment, for which, in 
return, we made them a present of a few needles. 

It Was between nine and ten in the jnoming, when 
the guide desired us to proceed onWard, and prom- 
ised to follow us in a few minutes. With tms ar- 
rangement we cheerfully complied, and instantly 
pushed off the shore, for of all persons a messen- 
ger is the most unpleasant companion ; he is fond 
of procrastination, sullen when rebuked, and stops at 
every p^try village wherein he fancies that he can 
levy hvs contributions without the fear of interrup- 
tion. 

At ten A. M. we observed several mountains of| 
singular and picturesque appearance, which are situ- 
ated a few nules beyond the extreme borders of tb0 
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river, bearing north-east of ue. They appeared l&e 
three connplete sugar-loaves, with little hilte about 
them. And shortly afterward we came in sight of 
other mountains, yet more interesting and romantic; 
but these were very elevated, and so far before us, that 
they could hardly be distinguished from faint blue 
clouds. Among them were table hills, and others 
which formed perfect cones, while o4;hers again 
were of the most grotesque and iftishap^y descrip- 
tion. By what we could see, we were of opinion 
that they formed a regular chain of mountains. 

The messenger whom we left behind at Dacanme 
soon overtook us, in pursuance of his agreement^ 
and kept us company till we drew near to two cities 
of prodigious extent, one on eaoh side of the rivert 
and directly opposite each other. The beach was 
lined with the canoes of their inhabitants. To that 
lying on our right, the guide expressed his intention 
of going, and endeavoured to entice us witii many 
promises to accompany him there, but this we re- 
fused, for we had previously formed a resolution to 
husband our resources to the utmost of our ability; 
and well knowing, likewise, the number and rapa- 
city of the " great men," who expect presents in afl 
large towns, and the detention to which we should 
be subjected in them, we had made up our mkids to 
land at little hamlets only (unless compelled to alter 
this arrangement from circumstances), where we 
might do just as we pleased, without being amenaUe 
for our actions to those powerful beings who are 
styled the " mig-A^y" of the earth. 

Accordingly, we parted company, tod took our 
leave of the Zagozhi messenger, who agreed to fol- 
low us as before, and in an hour afterward, which 
was about the middle of the day, we put in at a 
small village, situated on an island caUed Gunge^ 
The banks now became high and beautifully cmti- 
vated. On our right we passed many villages and 
towns, and on our left, the mountains before men* 
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tioneicL Palm-trees grew in profusion,' and the 
towns ?und villagesrwere not more than two or three 
miles from each other. We observed some hundreds 
of kurge canoes, with a hut in their middle, passing 
along the river, some crossing and recrossing to the 
opposite banks, while others were pursuing their 
course along them. * They mostly seemed to con- 
tain families of people, for while the men were pad- 
dling, the women and girls were singing to a guitar 
with their Uttle delicate voices, and produced a very 
pretty effect. When we passed close to any of their 
canoes, they would suddenly stop their music and 
exclaim JTt, Art, ma. nenee acca chiken zhilagee ! re- 
peatedly, expressing the utmost astonishment, both 
m their features and gestures. We got this trans- 
lated for us by Pascoe, and it signifies OA, dear ! OA, 
dear! what do I see in that canoe I The hi hi is evi- 
dently an exclamation vOf surprise, and might be 
rendered Oh ! only ; but our interpreter gave us his 
own translation, and we have accordingly preserved 
iti We contented Ourselves with a look at the in- 
nocent black faces of these damsels, and passed on. 
We find that all the Yarriba side of the river is de- 
serted by the natives, i^ho have fled into the coun- 
try, and left the Faldtahs in quiet possession of all 
(heir towns and villages. 

The river near this island takes a slight bend to 
the southward of east, the current continues to run 
▼ery rapidly, and the breadth of the river is from 
three to ^ye miles, according to our estimation. 
This island is about a mile and a half in circumfer- 
ence, lying nearly in the middle of the river. Here, 
for tiie first time since leaving the coast, we could 
Dotmake ourselves understood. We could muster 
op five different languages spoken by the Africans, 
bat the Hdussa language was not even understood 
here, nor any other that we could speak; so we had 
lecourse to signs and motions, and soon made the 
natives comprehend that we wanted something to 
13 
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eat, and a but to sleep in for the mght. Tl^e choice 
of several empty ones was quickly offered us, which 
were all equally comfortless ^md miserable, on ac- 
count of the lowness of the village, part of which 
was overflowed by the river. However, we took 
possession of one which is made of wicker-work, 
rather for the benefit of cool ^d fresh air than for 
any other advantage pecuUar to itself, for it is built 
in a splashy situation, and a stream of wat^ from 
the Niger rushes over half its floor, llie other part 
of it was cleaned out for us, and we endeavoured 
to make ourselves comfortable. Shortly after, a 
large bowl of boiled com, and another of flsh« were 
senate us, together with about ten pounds of the 
flesh of hippopotami. The former we were quite 
contented with, but as for the latter, being nearly 
all fat, we could not fancy it, and accordingly gave 
it to our people. They were not a Uttle amus^ at 
this deUcacy on our psurt, for they assured us it was 
the finest |neat they had ever tasted, and it forms a 
principal part of the food of the natives. 

The natives of Gungo seem to be a mild, inofien- 
sive, quiet, and good-natured people.' They procure 
a Uvelihood almost solely by fishing, and the fruits 
of their labour are exchanged with ^eir neighbours 
for corn and yams. About sunset, the inhabitants 
of the whole island, amounting to about a hundred 
men, women, and children, dressed in very decent s^ 
parel, and headed by their chief, a venerable old man« 
paid us a visit. The chief was dressed in the MohaiU'^ 
medan costume, and he arranged his people, and 
made them sit down round our hut in the most or- 
derly manner. They remained in this situation 
about an hour, satisfying their curiosity in looking 
at us, and making their remarks to each other, ex- 
pressive of amazement and dehght ; during whidi 
timci signs only could be understood between 
us. The men evinced no alarm, but the women 
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and pretty little pltmip-faced children* were much 
frightened by our white faces, and seemed not a 
little glad to get away. Before they retired, we dis- 
tributed about two hundred needles among them, and 
they went away highly pleased with their present. 

Monday^ October 18M. — ^Weather dull and cloudy« 
At a little after six, every thing was in readiness for 
our departure. As we were alx>ut to launch out inta 
the stream, the chief came down to the water-side, 
and presented us with a piece of hippopotamus flesh, 
in a clean white calabash, expressive of. his grati- 
tude for our visit. This meat was pronounced by 
our people to be rich and deUcious. We presented 
him with a hundred needles, and the young girls who 
had brought us the provisions wiUi a few beads. 
They were much pleased with Qur presents, and I 
have no doubt our visit has made an impression on 
their minds that will not be easily eflfaced. Having 
read prayers to our people, a custom which we have 
never neglected either morning or evening, we bade 
adieu to the Chief of Gungo and his people. They 
were assembled at the river-side to see us go, and as 
our canoe left liie shore they all lifted their handSf 
wishing us a prosperous journey. 

We had not been on the water more than half an 
hour after leaving Gungo, before the wind rose to a 
gale, causing the river to be agitated like a sea, and 
our canoe to be tossed about like a cocoanut shelL 
It also rained heavily, insomuch that in a moment 
we were wett^ to the skin, and our canoe soon be* 
came half filled with water. We were then*in the 
middle of the river, and in danger of sinking every 
instant. Our men struggled hard to pull the canoe 
among the rushes on the right bank, for the purpose 
of holding on by them till the wind and rain should 
abate, and the water become smooth. It was not 
without great exertion that this was effected, for th^ 

*■ Negro children when vdry ywmg, are generally interwtisg, even to 
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wind was against us, the water was in commotiony 
and our franle little vessel, as a sailor would express 
it, •* shipped several seas." No sooner had we got 
into the morass, and were congratulating ourselves 
on our deliverance, than a frightful crocpdile, of pro- 
digious size, sprang forth from his retreat, close to 
the canoe, and plunged underneath it with extraordi- 
nary violence, to the amazement and teht>r of us all : 
we had evidently disturbed him from his sleep. He 
was the largest I ever saw ; and had he touched our 
canoe, would have upset it. The rain, in addition to 
the water that washed in from the river over the 
bows of our canoe, employed three persons con- 
stantly baling to keep her afloat. 

The wind and rain having subsided, we left otff 
retreat about half-past eight, and kept on down the 
river. 

About ten in the morning, we arrived opposite a 
large village, which is situated on alow, flat island; 
and the current at this place rushing with' the im- 
petuosity of a torrent over a broad sandbank, not- 
withstanding we exerted all our powers to avoid it, 
we were completely foiled : the canoe became un- 
manageable ; we were carried along with irresistible 
velocSy; aaid in less than two minutes, she struck 
against the roof of a hut which was covered with 
water. By the sudden and forcible shock which the 
canoe hereby sustained, one of our men was thrown 
with violence overboard, but the others, more for- 
tunate, clung to the boughs of a tree. Though the 
curreAt was so exceedingly rapid, the water was very 
shallow, and the man was enabled to join his com- 
panions shortly afterward : he appeared more fright- 
ened than hurt. The village is nearly washed away, 
with the exception of about a dozen houses ; so high 
are the waters of the river. We observed a numl^r 
of large canoes receiving the inhabitants in them, 
for the purpose of conveying tliem to ttie mainland. 

At Zagozhi we had been strongly recomntended 
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to pat into a large and important trading town, called 
£gga, which was reported to be three days' journey 
down the river from thence, and we had been prom- 
ised a ^ide or messenger to accompany us thither, 
but we have neither heard lior seen any thing of him 
since yesterday. Beyond Egga, it is said the Faldtah 
interest does not extend, and by all accounts, after 
leaving that place, the banks of the Niger jare in- 
habited by different races of people, who are less 
^ntle and humane, and not so civilized as the Nou- 
fanchie. We had so far proceeded without the guide, 
because he did not choose to keep up with us, and 
because we would not consent to wait for him. But 
here, from motives of prudence, we thought proper 
to make inquiries concerning the Egga we had been 
told of, lest by any means we should pass it without 
seeing it; and we were persuaded, should this be 
the case, that the difficulty of pulling back against 
the current wouli be insuperable. Therefore, we 
approached as near the village as we could, and hal- 
looed and bawled to the inhabitants, some of whom 
we could observe kneedeep in water, walking about 
the streets ; but they were at so great a distance 
from oui' canoe, or so busily employed in their own 
concerns, that it is probable they did not perfectly 
understand the nature of our inquiries, and their 
answers were too indistinct for us to comprehend 
their meaning. However, instead of answering our 
questions, two or three mallam priests gave us to 
understand that the Niger has been more than u^ally 
full this season ; that it had overflowed its natural 
boundaries, and washed away a considerable portion 
of their village, which was apparent from the great 
number of frames of huts which we had seen stuck 
in the sand outside, more especially the circular tops 
of them, which had a very odd appearance in the 
river. The remains of the village are even now 
half under water, and the unfortunate inhabitants 
most therefore be in very great distresisu 
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Seeing that we could gather no further informa 
tion from these villagers, we left the place, and 
shortly afterward came abreast of those remarkable 
mountains which we saw before us yesterday. They 
appeared now in the shape of three flat table-moun- 
tains, and seemed to be very close to the river. One 
or two of them exhibit a perfect picture of barren- 
ness and steriUty ; others are covered with stunted 
vegetation; but others again appear more fertile, 
being cultivated with com almost to their summits, 
and have a very agreeable appearance. At their 
bases are several pleasant-looking villages,* most 
charmingly situated, and embellished with tall and 
goodly trees. 

Journeying along by the side of them, we observed 
a mountain a long way to the ea3tward of us, whose 
summit resembled an immense dome. At midday, 
we stopped awhile at a small island to obt^ the 
necessary information respecting Egga; but coidd 
only learn that that town was sUll a great way off. 
A large Fal&tah canoe, with musicians on borard, fol- 
lowed us here, and for some distance after we had 
left it, but we do not think with any hostile intention* 

At four in the afternoon^ our men were tired with 
their exertions, and complained sadly of fatigue and 
exhaustion, so that we were induced to putia at a 
small island called Fofot where we resolved to sleep. 
The river to-day has been very serpentine ; its gen- 
eral course south-east, and east-southeast; and its 
bread^th from two to six miles. 

After we had landed, a man who asserted that he 
had just arrived from Funda introduced himself to 
our notice : he states that it is three days' journey 
from hence down the Niger to the frontiers of that 
kingdom; and that its metropolis, which is of the 
same name, is situated at an equid distance inland 
from the water-side ; so that, if this information \^ 
true, it will be utterly impossible for us to visit the 
city of Funda* as it was our intention to do* for we 
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are without horses, and the means of procuring 
Uiem ; and the attempt to penetrate so great a dis- 
tance through the bush in our present languid and 
debilitated state would be impracticable, and highly 
hnproper. Besides, what presents have we to o£fer 
to the king ? 

For the first time since leaving Yarriba, we saw 
a cocoanut this evening, which gave us infinite 
pleasure. On inquiring where it grew, we were told 
that it had been brought from a place near the sea, 
seven days' journey from Fofo. The evening was 
far advanced, before a hut coiHd anywhere be found 
for our reception, owing, it was said, to the absence 
of the chief; nor did we experience, on his return to 
the village, the slightest degree of kindness or hos- 
pitality. In the course of the day, we observed a 
great number of hippopotami as we came down the 
river, and many canoes of a large size« The con- 
sternation of the people at seeing us was very great ; 
they gazed at us with vacant countenances, and 
never once thought of asking us if we wanted a hut 
or any thing to eat. We had been an hour with them, 
undergoing their scrutiny, and affording them sub- 
ject for their remarks, when two Rabba messengers 
came to us, saying, that as none of the people of 
Fofo had offered us a hut, we were welcome to 
theirs. We accordingly accepted their offer, and 
were glad to get under their protection. We had 
not b^n here long, before three large calabashes of 
cakes, made of Indian com, fried in pahn oil, were 
sent to us by the women, who it seems take much 
more interest in us than the men, and we were quite 
ready for our meal. 

The chief has kept aloof from us, being in trouble 
at present, from not having a sufficient number of 
cowries to pay his annual taxes to Rabba, for which 
purpose it seems the messengers are here. It is 
customary to allow them a certsm number of days 
to do thisy at the expiration of which time, if the 
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tribute be not paid, the messengers watch their op- 
portunity, ana carry off one or two of the inhabit- 
ants. These are then sold in market at Rabba as 
slaves, and their produce pays the tax. The same 
custom we had seen practised at Lever, even after 
the tax had been paid. 

We have passed many islands to-day. The Nouf- 
fie bank is high and hilly, but well cultivated. There 
seem to be many villages, and much cultivation on 
both sides. 

Tuesday^ October Vdth, — Having taken a slight 
breakfast, we were not unmindful of the attentions of 
our female friends yesterday, and returned their kind- 
ness with a paper of needles, and it was gratifying 
to see them so thankful. We were informed by the 
Fal4tah messen^fers, that we shall pass the Coodoonia 
river this mormng, the same that I crossed on the 
former mission near Cuttup. We gave them a few 
buttons and parted very good friends. The morn- 
ing was dull and cloudy, and showers fell occasion 
ally, but as the weather cleared up a little before 
eight o'clock A. M., we embraced the. opportunity 
of quitting the island of Fofo. Some of the people 
hereabouts display as little curiosity at seeing us as 
if we were as black as themselves. In half an 
> hour we observed and passed a river of tolerable 
size, which entered the Niger from the northward. 
This is no doubt the Coodoonia which the Falitahs 
mentioned. The banks this morning have exhibited 
a more beautiful appearance than we had observed 
for several days before ; nevertheless, they wanted 
the charm of novelty to recommend them. Very 
elevated land appeared on each side of the river, as 
far as could be seen ; wliich appeared to be formed 
of a r^nge of hills, extending from north-north-east 
to south-south-west. At eleven o'clock, we touched 
at a large village to inquire whereabouts Eggaiay, and 
were informed that we had not a long way to go. 
We journeyed onwards for about half an hour, when 
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we perceived a large, handdome town behind a deep 
morass. Several little inlets led through it to the 
town, distant about three miles from the bank of the 
river, which, as we drew near we learned was the 
place of which we were in quest. It was the lon?- 
sought Egga, and we instantly proceeded up a creek 
to the landing-place. The town is upwards of two 
miles in length, and we were struck with the im 
mense number of large, bulky canoes which lay off 
it, and which were filled with trading commodities, 
and all kinds of merchandise which are common to 
the country. They also had huts in them, like the 
canoes w6 had seen before. All of them^had blood 
smeared oh their stems, and feathers stuck in it as a 
charm or preservative against robbers and the evil- 
disposed. 

We halted a f^w minutes before landing* no one 
having conveyed intelligence of our arrival to the 
chief. A young Faldtan was the first who invited 
US on shore, and we despatched Pascoe to the chief, 
to tell him who we were, and what we wanted, tte 
quickly returned, saying that the old chief was ready 
to receive us, and we immediately proceeded to his 
residence. 

In a few njinutes we arrived at the Zollahe^ or 
Entrance Hut^ in which we found the old man ready 
to receive us. We discovered him squatting on a 
cojv's hide spread on the ^ound, smoking from a 
pipe of about three yards long, and surrounded by' a 
number of Faltohs dnd several old mallams. We 
were welcomed in the most friendly and cordial 
manner,' and, as a mark of peculiar distinction, we 
were invited to seat ourselves near the person of the 
chief. He looked at us with surprise from head to 
foot^ and told us that we were strange-looking peo- 
ple, and well worth seeing. Having satisfied his 
curiomtyt he sent for his old wives that they might 
do the same, but as we did not altogether reUsh so 
much quizzing, we request^ to be shown to a hut. 

Vol. n.~K 
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The chief is a very aged and venerable-looking mant 
with a long white beard, and of more patriarchal 
appearance, perhaps, than any one we have ever 
seen ; yet he laughed, played, and trifled like a child. 
A house " fit for a kiing,'' to use his own expression, 
was speedily got ready for our reception, and as 
soon as he had learned, with surprise, that we sub- 
sisted on the same kind of food as himself, we were 
led to our dwelling, and, before evening, received a 
bowl of tuah and nravy from his wives. We were 
soon pestered wim the visits of the mallams and 
the chiefs wives, which latter brought us presents 
of goora-nuts as a sort of introduction to see us. 
As soon as the news of our arrival spread through 
the town, the people flocked by hundreds to our hut, 
for the purpose of satisfying their curiosity with a 
sight of the white people. The maUams and the 
kmgs had given us trouble enough^ butHie whole 
population of Egga was. too much for us, so we 
were literally obliged to blockade the doorways, 
and station three of our people at eachtp\eep them 
away. At sunset, finding they could get no nearer 
to us, they departed, and we retired to rest in peace ; 
for we were in much want of it. 

The course of the river to-day^ has been, for the 
most part, east-south-east ; the width varying from 
two to hve Or six miles. 

\yednesday, October 20th. — ^Benin and Porti^ese 
cloths are worn at Egga by many of its inhabitants, 
80 that it would appear that some kind of communi- 
cation is kept up between the seacoast and this 
place. The people are very speculative and enter- 
prising, and numbers of them employ all' their time 
solely in trading up and down the Niger. They 
live entirely in their canoes, over which they have 
a shed, that answers completely every purfkHse for 
which it is intended, so that, in their constant 
peregrinations, they have no need of any other 
dwelling or shelter than that which their canoes 
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iffnrd them. Cocoanuts are sold atmnt the streets 
in great quantities, and various little parcels of them 
have been sent us from several individuads, but we 
understand that they are imported from a neigh- 
bouring country, and are here considered as very 
valuable. 

The chief visited us about eight in the morning, 
and begged that we would allow his wives and prin« 
cipal people to come and see vSs. We could not 
but comply with his request, and accordingly all the 
old and young ladies visited us, each bringing goora- 
nuts, or some little present. - They were very in- 
quisitive, and remained vnth us much longer than 
we wished; our hints had no effect on them, and 
we were obtiged to bear with their disagreeable 
sdpiety. The heat of the weather is excessive 
our doors and vnndows are often blocked up by the 
people, and our room filled with these visiters is 
scarcely tolerable. The ladies no sooner departed 
than they were followed by a party of men, accom- 
panied by one of the chiefs people, as a sort of in- 
trodoetion ; and in this manner was the greater part 
of the day passed. 

Theijr belief that we possessed the power of 
doing any thuig was at first amusing enough, but 
their importunities went so far, that they l^came 
annojring. They applied to us for charms to avert 
wars and other national calamities, to make them 
rich, to prevent the crocodiles from carrying off the 
peoj^e, and for the chief of the fishermen to catch 
a canoe-load of fish every day, each request being 
accompanied vnth some sort of present, such as 
country beer, goora-nuts, cocoannts, lemons, yams* 
rice, &c.f in quantity proportionate to the value of 
their request. ' 

The curiosity of the people to see us is so intense, 
that we dare not stir out of doors, and therefore we 
are compelled to keep our door open all day long 
for the benefit of the air; and the ^nly exercise 
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which we can take is by wal](iiig round and round 
our hut like ^Id beasts in a cage. The people 
stand gazmg at us with visible emotions of amaze- 
ment and terror ; we are regarded, in fact, in just 
the same light as the fiercest tigers in Englsmd. If 
we veature to approach too near the doorway, they 
rush backwards in a state of the greatest alarm and 
trepidation; but when we are at the. opposite side 
of the hut, they draw as near as their fears will per*- 
mit them, in silence and caution. But, from an 
insolent Faldtah, and one or two troublesome head- 
men, whom it would be impolitic to offend, we have 
experienced infinitely more inconvenience, — they 
have haunted us like evil spirits. The^ individuals 
enter our hut in the morning, and, whatever- we 
may have to do, they squat^ themselves down on our 
mats with the most provoking effrontery, and are 
unwilling to leave us, except U)t a few moments at 
a time, till long after we lie down to rest. 

A " great man," a stranger, visited us to-day, with 
an extraordinary display of native pomp, and he 
brought along with him a pot of honey, whioh he 
presented as a recommendation. He was dressed 
m a damask tobe of crimson silk, and the rest of his 
apparel corresponded with this piece- of finery. He 
informed us without solicitation that he was an 
agent, sent by the Prince of Rabba to collect the 
tribute that was owing at the different villages along 
the banks of the Niger; and insinuated that in point* 
of rank he was superior to the old chief of £gga« 
spelling hard for a pesent proportionable to his 
boasted dignity. ^ This man, who is nothing more 
or less than the Chief of Rabba's tax;-ff&therer, was 
accompanied by two shrewd-looking Fal^itahs, whose 
part it appeared was to impress us with a proper 
dea of the great importance of their friend. They 
spoke of him in the highest terms to us, telling ut 
he had come from a great distance for the purpose 
of visiting us, and concluding their nraisas with a 
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veqnest that we should make him a present. Be 
sides his damask tobe, he wore large silk trousers, 
a turfoan and red cap, and red morocco slippers. 
However, we wanted the few things we had left to 

five to those who could be of service to us, and we 
etermined on giving him nothing. I therefore told 
him that we were very poor, and could not afford to 
give him any thing worth his acceptance, but by 
way of remembrance presented him with a comb 
lor his beard. At this he looked at his companions, 
and they at him; when, after a little time, they 
asked, ** Is this all you -intend to give this great man, 
who is even greater than the chief of Egga him- 
self r* To which I replied in the affirmative. He 
then thought perhaps that he could do for himself 
what his friends could not, by szying to us, " If any 
one should ask me what you gave me, what shall I 
say I" To which I replied very quietly, **Say I 
gave you a comb, ox nothing ; whichever you please." 
This was quite enough ; he was convinced at length 
that we could give him nothing, although it was 
long before he would believe it. We thought at 
first that we should have spared his dignity, \pf tell- 
ing him, with as much delicacy as we could, that we 
had nothing to part with ; but he took leave of us 
much less annoyed than we had expected by our 
refusal, and we saw him no more. The Fsddtah 
influence is scarcely felt here, though the town was 
[Mllaged and burnt as recently as two years ago, and 
many of the ruins may still be seen. 

Eggti is of prodigious extent, and has an immense 
population. Like many other towns on the banks 
of the river, it is not imfrequently inundated^ and a 
large portion of it, as at the present moment, ac- 
tamy overflowed. No doubt the people have their 
reasons for building their habitations in places which 
appear to us so very inconvenient and uncomforta^ 
ble. The soil in the vicinity of the town consists 
of a daik heavy mould, uncomiponly fmitful, and 
¥2 



d by Google 



114 THS CHIEF or seoA. 

produces in abundance and with trifling labour all 
the necessaries of life, so that provisions are plen- 
tiful and cheap. The inhabitants eat little animal 
food besides flsh, which are likewise sold at a very 
reasonable rate. Hyenas are said to abound in the 
woods in incredible numbers, and they are so bold 
and rapacious as to have carried away nearly the 
whole of the sheep which were once in the town. 
Perhaps Egga can boast of having a greater number 
of canoes, both large and small, than any single 
town to the northward. 

Thursday, October 2\sU — ^Though the venerable 
chief of Egga has to all outward appearances lived 
at least a hundred years, he is still active ; and, in- 
stead of the peevishness and discontent too often 
the accompaniment of lengthened days^ possesses all 
the ease and gayety of youth. He professes the 
Mohammedan religion ; and it is his custom to rise 
every morning long before daybreak, and, having 
assembled all his priests round him, performs his 
devotions, such as they are, repeating his prayers 
in a loud, shrill tone, so that we can hear him . 
in his pious employment ; and as our hut is directly 
opposite to his, and but a few paces from it, he is 
determined to give us no rest as long as«we. remain 
with closed doors. As soon as. tl^se devotional 
exercises have been gone through^ several of his 
companions, with a disposition as thoughtless as 
childish, and as happy as his own, get t^g;et;her in 
his hut, and, squatting on the ground with the old 
chief, they form a circle, and beguile the time by 
smoking and conversing till long aliter sunset, and 
separate only for a few minutes at a time in the 
course of the day ioj the purpose of taking their 
meals* This company of gray-beards, for they are 
all old, laugh so heartily at the sprighUiness of their 
own wit, that it is an invariable practice, when any 
ono'passes by, to stop and listen outside ; and they 
ioixi their noisy memment with so much good*willt 
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that we hear nothing from the hut in which the 
aged group are revelling during the day but loud peals 
of laughter and shouts of applause. Much of this 
gayety, however, must be affected, in order to 
gratify the ruling passion of the old chief for joke 
and frolic. Examples of this nature are uncom* 
monly rare. Professors of Mohamihedamsm affect, 
generally speaking, the solemnity of the owl; and 
though they understand no more of their faith than 
of the doctrines of Christianity, they regard all 
natives of a different persuasion with haughtiness 
and disdain. 

The old chief longed to-day to give us a speci- 
men of his activity and the vigour which he yet 
possessed ; and for this purpose, when the sun was 
going down, his singers, dancers, and musicians 
assembled round our hut with a great concourse of 
people, who could not boast a proficiency in those 
refined attainments, but who came to witness the 
aocomplishments of their aged leader. The old 
man advanced proudly into the ring, with a firm 
step and a smiling countenance, and casting upon us 
a glance full of meaning, as if he would have said, 
^ Now, white men, look at me, and you will be filled 
with admiration and wonder" — 

* ** He firtsked beneath the burden of/Eve4MX>re f* 

and shaking his hoary locks^ capered over the ground 
to the ' manifest delight of the bystanders, whose 
applauses, though confined, as they always are, to 
laughter, yet tickled the old man's fancy to that 
degree, that he was unable to' keep up nis dance 
an^r longer without the aid of a crutch. With its 
assistance he hobbled on a little while, but his 
strength failed him, and he w^s constrained for the 
time to give over, and he sat himself down at our 
side on the threshold of the hut. He would not 
acknowledge his weakness to us for the world, but 
tadew9onr&di to pant silently, and suppress loud 
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breathings that we might not hear him. How 
ridiculous yet how natural is this vanity ! He made 
other unavailing attempts to dance, and also made 
an attempt to sing, but nature would not second his 
fSiTorts, and his weak piping voice was scarcely 
audible. The singers, dancers, and musicians con- 
tinued their noisy mirth till we were weary of 
looking at and listening to them, and as bedtime 
was drawing near, we desired them to depart, to the 
infinite regret of the frivolous but merry old chiefs 
It is our intention to continue our journey to- 
morrow, though the elders of the town have bee» 
remonstrating with us that it will be highly dan 
gerous to go by ourselves, and endeavouring to per- 
suade, us with many words to alter this arrangement 
for our own sakes. They have promised to procure 
us a convoy of traders, if we would consent to wait 
three days longer, which would leave Egga at the 
end of that time to attend a famous market, c^led 
BocquA* But the attentions of our venerable friend 
, already begin to slacken, being too intently en- 
gaged in his favourite pursuits to think much of 
us or of our wants, more especially since he has 
received his present; and we cannot easily main- 
tain a quiet, equable temper, or keep up a flow" of 
spirits for any length of time together, whei^ we 
can get little or nothing to eat. We are therefore 
determined to go to-morrow at all risks, though we 
shall have no guide to accompany us; we have 
confidence in ourselves, and the mountains of the 
natives generally prove to be no bigger than mole- 
hills. The chief has been soliciting a charm of us, 
to prevent the Fsddtahs from ever again invading 
his territory. The old man's allegiance to the King 
«f Nouffie appears to us io be merely nominal. 
When we sent word to the chief that we intended 
going to-morrow morning, he begged us to remain 
at Egga a few days longer, and declared ^e banks 
of' the river to be inhabited by people who weie 
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little better than savages, and plundered every one 
that came near them. He assured us that they 
were governed by no king and obeyed no laws, and 
that each town was at war with the others. I 
asked him if he would send a messenger with us, 
but he refused, saying, that the Paldtah power and 
his own extended no farther down the river; that 
Egga is the last town of Nouffie, and that none of 
his people traded below it. ♦* If that is the case," 
I said, " it will be as safe for us to go to-morrow 
as any other day;" and with this determination I 
left him. 

I then proceeded to give directions for our people 
to prepare themselves for starting, when, to my as- 
tonishment, Pascoe and the mulatto so often alluded 
to were the only two who agreed to go; the rest 
of them refused to a man. I then found out that 
the people of the town had been telling them stories 
about the danger of the river, and that they would 
all certainly either be murdered or taken and sold as 
slaves. Nor could all I said to them change their 
determination. I talked to them half an hour, tell- 
ing them they were cowards, and that my brother's 
life and mine were as good as thein^ ; till at length, 
tired of them, and seeing that I made no impression 
on them, ftold them to go away from our sieht, and 
that we could do without them. But now they de- 
manded their wages, or a boo^ to enable them to 
receive them at Cape Coast Castle, to which they 
said they woiild return by the way they had come 
h^re. This I refused instantly to comply with, and 
added, that if they chose- to leave us here, they 
should not receive a farthing ; but if they would go 
on with us down the river, they should be paid. 
They were indignant at this, and weht directly to 
the chief to lay their case before him, and to induce 
him to detain us. The old man, however, would not 
listen to them, but sent them about their business ; 
and it is not unlikely, rather than lose all their wages, 
that they will proceed with us. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



118 SOOA* 

My brother aud I determined to satisfy the curi- 
osity of the people to-day, and we accoidingly walked 
about outside our hut for two hours. The natives 
were much pleased at this, and much order and re- 
gularity were preserved by two old mallams, to 
whom the duty had been assigned of removing those 
away who had seen us when any fresh ones arrived. 
It was the old chiefs particular wish that all his 
people should see us, and they all conducted them- 
selves in a very becoimng manner. We had pre- 
sented the chief with a pair of silver braeelets on 
our arrival, on which the anns of our gracious 
soverei^ were engraved, and he wore them to-day 
with evident satisuction. These were no less ob- 
jects of curiosity to the people ^an they had been 
to the king, and hundreds of them came to look at 
them on his wrists, overjoyed at seeing their chief 
so smart They even came and thanked us for pur 
kindness to the old man. 

The people of this town appear all very neatly 
dressed; the population is one-half of the Moham- 
medan reUgion, and the other the original pagdn. 
The town is about four miles in length and two in 
breadth : the morass which surrounds it is full of croc- 
odiles. The streets are very narrow, and, like most 
places where there are large markets, are exceed- 
ingly filthy. The reason for building their houses 
so close together is, that the FaUttahs may not be 
able to ride through them so easily and destroy the 
people ; \t is said that they haMre been expecting an 
attack from these peof^e a long time. The Portu- 
guese cloth which we observed here ok our arrival 
is brought up the river from a place called CuUum" 
currafee, which has a celebrated market for Nouffie 
cloths, trona, slavey, Nouffie knives, bridles, stirrups, 
brass ornaments, stained leather, and other things. 
The cloth is of a very indifferent manufacture. * The 
large canoes lying here bring all the above articlei 
from the Rabba market. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Hepartmre fhnii Egga— A Sea-fQll observed— RiTer Scenery— Arrivft At 
Kacnnda — Mohammedan Schoolmaster— Natives— The King's Brother 
— Accoants of the Natives below Kacimda— Saperstitioas Demands 
of the King and his People— The Tshadda River-^Departnre from 
Kacunda— Precautions against an Attack— A Sight on the lUver— 
Pass the Tshaddar-The Bird Rock— Natives surprised— FecUous Con- 
dition of the Travellers at Bftcqaft— Oeographical Information— De- 
parture from BocquA- Townsof Atta and Abbasacca—DepsrtQie from 
Abbazacca— The Travellers stopped at Ddmuggoo. 

Friday, October 22rf. — At half-past six this morn- 
ing our people set about loading the canoe according 
to my expectations, but with a bad grace, and no- 
thing but sulky looks, grumblingji and fearful appre- 
hensions passed among the^ji . TTiey were, ho we vet, 
miwilling to lose their wages; which would certainly 
have been the case had they persisted in their refusal 
to proceed, and they seemed to have no wish to 
remain at Egga. Having no one to look to for pro- 
tection, it is not improbable but that they would have 
been made slaves immediately after our departure, 
so that they had made up their minds to accompany 
vsj although, when they took their paddles and we 
were fairly starting, they seemed to feel their situa- 
tion more keenly than ever, and said that we were 
going to take them to a country wh^re' they all 
would be murdered. We endeavoured as much as 
possible to pacify their fears, but were obliged to 
nave recourse to threats, and therefore said that we 
would throw them overbfoard if they were not ^uiet 
and worked tjie canoe properly. This and other threats 
to the same effect silenced them, and we were not 
sorry to see it, for we shohld have had a difficult 
matter to get others to fill their places had they 
persisted in leaving us. 

At seven o'clock, all being ready, we bade fare- 
well to the old chief, whose good humour had 
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afforded ns so much amusemenV althon^h his 
'wives had nearly suffocated us, and on leaving the 
landing-place of Egga we fired off three muskets as a 
parting salute. Several of the principal inhabitants 
came hurrying down to the water-side to take their 
leave, to give us their blessing, and wish us a sue* 
cessful voyage. Our men at first paddled sluggishly, 
and the canoe tvent slowly through the water. It 
was nine before we reached the middle of the river. 
A little below E^ga we passed two very beautiful 
small islands, which were covered with cultivation, 
and well inhabited; we did not stop, but kept our 
course down the river. A few miles from the town 
we saw, with emotions of pleasure, a sea-guU, 
which flew over our heads ; this was a most gratify- 
ing sight to US. It reminded us forcibly of the ob- 
ject we had in view, and we fondly allowed it tp 
confirm our hopes that we were drawing veiy near 
to our journey's end. We likewise beheld, for the 
first time, about half a dozen large white pelicans, 
which were saiUng gracefully on the water. 

It was a fine cheerful morning ; our spirits were 
buoyant, and our hearts hght, as we passed smoothly, 
swiftly, and pleasantly along. We had been informed 
at Egga that we should soon meet with canoes 
of very different construction from any which we 
had before seen, and have tp communicate with 
various tribes ami nations diffSreift in all respects 
from the people with whom we have heretofore 
maintained any intercourse. We were likewise 
cautioned to be guarded in our conduct and demean- 
our, becaUse those tribes are pronounced by the 
Noufanchie to be bloody, savage, and ferocious in 
their habits and manners. WeihaC) also been advised 
to part with our strange*-looking canoe, which might 
attract their curiosity and excite suspicion, and in 
consequence endanger our personal safety. Afler 
making every allowance for ex^geration^ still we 
fancy there is sufficient truth in these reports to make 
us watchful and cautious, and to put us on our guard 
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The borders of the river during the morning were 
generally low and swampy : high land appeared be- 
yond them, but at some distance from the water; 
and the intermediate spacer are occupied by exten- 
sive morasses. The current swept us into one with 
great force, because we happened to keep too near, 
nor were we able to extricate ourselves from this 
unpleasant situation without infinite labour and diffi- 
culty, and much loss of time. The hills seen on the 
19th now appear to take the same direction as the 
river, which is here about south-east. The west side 
of the river is low, while a double range of hills 
border the eaetern bank. These appear very fertile, 
and covered with verdure nearlv to theu* summits. 
In the afternoon, both the banks of the Niger be- 
came more fertile, more pleasing, and moire elevated. 
We saw, in the earlier part of the day, several small 
and wretched-looking villages, which lay nearly un- 
der water, and also very extensive plantations of 
rice, at an immense distance from any human habi- 
tation ; but the tops of these plants only were visible, 
and no cultivated land anywhere appeared. After- 
ward, however, the soil was more rich and grateful, 
and the country more varied in its appearance. At 
eleven A. M. we passed a very large market-town 
on our left, situated at the foot of a high hill and 
very near the water's edge. The hill was immedi' 
ateiy over it, and seemed ready to fall upon it every 
instant. We 'inquired the name of it among our 
peoide, but they knew nothing of it, and our time 
was too precious to stop, although several canoes 
from it passed near us. We observed an immense 
number of canoes fying off it, built in the same man- 
ner as those of the Bonny and Calabar rivers. This is 
another symptom of communication with those peo- 
I^e, and con&rms our opinion that we are drawing 
near the sea. A great many of them were moving 
to and fro on the river ; some passed close to us. 
Vol.. IL— L 
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and their crews gazed at us with astcnushmenty Imt 
did not offer to interfere with us. It is a source of 
annoyance that we have no means of eonrersttig^ 
with these people, and it may prove of serious in- 
convenience hereafter. 

For many miles we eouM see nothing but laige, 
open, well-built villages on both banks of the river^ 
but more especially on the eastern, and tracts of 
land covered with verdure, or (nrepared for cultiva* 
tion, between them. Here Nature seems to have 
scattered her favours with an unsparing hand. Yet 
we touched at none of these goomy {daces, but con- 
tinued our journey till the sun began to decline, and 
the men to be fatigued, when we stopped at a smaQ 
hamlet on an island, intending to sleep there. At 
first, the inhabitants mistrusted our intentions, and 
were alarmed at our appearance. They m> sooner 
saw us than they raised the warcry, and every man 
and woman armed themselves with swords and dirks, 
bows and arrows, assuming a threat^oing and alaixo' 
in^ position. We called out lustily to them in tl^ 
Haussa language, but they were unable to under- 
stand either our words or gestures. Fortunately, in 
a few minutes a woman, who could cdnverse a littls 
in the Haussa tongue, came down to us at the waters 
side, and we informed her that* we were friends and 
Christians, travelling down the river to our native 
country, and that it was not our wish to make war 
with them. All this she repeated to those around 
her, and succeeded, but partial^, however, in remov- 
ing their prc^dices and suspicions. . Had it not been 
for the timely arrival of this woman, we should cer- 
tainly have had a volley of arrows among us, for we 
were taken for Faldtahs at first, and we observed the 
woman persuading them to the contrary* Still the 
people could not, or rather would not, accommodate 
us with a lodging for the night, which was contrary 
to our expectations, though we sohcited them with 
much imix)rtiuuty to grant us this favour, and though 
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we assnred them that the most homely, the most 
shattered hut would answer our purpose, for we 
eared not for matters of such trifling consequence. 
They were all deaf to our entreaties ; but fearing 
that we could enforce our request, they did all they 
could to induce us to proceed onwards a little farther, 
when we should arrive at a city of considerable im- 
portance, called KacundOf at which place we recol- 
lected that the people of Egga had strongly advised 
us to stay. They also told us, that at Kacunda we 
should get plenty of provisions, and receive much 
attention from the inhabitants; and also, that we 
should meet with people from Funda who under- 
stood the Haussa language. 

We therefore left the village, but were almost im- 
mediately afterward hailed by them to come back 
again, and remain 'there for the night. Our men 
were glad of this, for they were tired, and th^y 
struggled hard to stem the current, but it was so im- 
petuous, that, instead of nearing the village, we 
found that we were fast receding from it ; therefore, 
we had no other resource, when the attempt was dis- 
covered to be impracticable, than to follow the ad- 
vice which had previously been given us by the vil- 
kgers, and we continued down the stream. ' 

Kacunda is situated on the western bank of the 
river; and, at a little distance, it has an advantageous 
and uncommonly fine appearance. The only access 
to the town is by windmg channels that intersperse 
an unwholesome swamp, which is nearly two miles 
m breadth. It was evening when we arrived tiiere. 
The people at first were alarmed at our appearance, 
but we were soon welcomed on shore by an old Mo- 
hammedan priest, who speedily introduced us into 
an excellent and commodious hut, once the resi- 
dence of aprince,but now the domicile of a school- 
master. This old man had .come f^om Outtnmcur- 
rafee He told us that he heard of two Christians 
being in Borgoo, and supposed that we were them« 
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The room to which he took us is the largest weharai 
ever seen, and is used by him for the purpose of in- 
structing the children of Kacanda in the Mohamme- 
dan prayers. This old man seemed to take a great 
deal of interest in us, for seeing the people alarmed 
at our first a^^arance, he exerted himself in fet- 
ing them, szymg, that we were quite harmless, and 
took us immediately under his protection* He told 
us that a hut was preparing for us at a short distance 
in the town, but the weather being excessiyely hot 
and fatiguing, we preferred remaining where we were, 
thinking also, that any oth^ we might be taken to 
would not be so large and airy as this. Therefore 
we requested his permission to be allowed to stay 
with hun, to whidi the old man readily assented. 

We are informed that the Chief of Kacimda re- 
sides a chstance of four miles from where we are 
now, and near the market-place. The oki mallani 
would not allow us to go and visit him, but proxoised 
to send a messenger for the chief's brother to come 
and see us to-morrow morning, an arrangement with 
which we were perfectly satSfied. About ten gal- 
lons of country beer were seat to us, with some g^od 
pounded com and stew ' ' ' - 
having made a hearty i 
rest. 

The river runs in a i 
this place and Egga, 
south^easl^; there are 
which are cultivated ai 
very rapid, and certain 
five miles an hour, if i 
culty with which we e^ 
making any progress tc 
left it. Near tms islan 
than the south bank of 
low, but still well culti 
tinues low as far as O]^ 
bank is rather higher, 
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town we observed cm the left bank in the monung, a 
tittle below Egga, the dominion of the chiefs of ter- 
ritories is no longer acknowledged, but that at every 
other on the banks of the river below it, each town 
has its own chief. The Nouffie territory terminates 
at Egga. 

Saturday, Oct, 23d, — ^Kacunda, properly speaking, 
consists of three or four villages, all of them con- 
siderably large, but imconnected, though situated 
within a very short distance of each other. It is the 
capital of a state or kingdom of the same name, 
which is quite independent of Noufie, or any other 
foreign power. Its government is despotic, and aU 
power is invested with the chief, or king, who exer- 
cises it with lenity : in all cases of emergency, he 
never depends upon his own judgment entu'ely, but 
consults the opinion of the elders of the people. 
Kacunda maintains little intercourse with Nouffie, 
or any other considerable nation, but confines its 
trade almost exclusively to divers people inhabit- 
ing the banks of the Niger to the southward ; and 
slaves purchased here are said to find their way to 
the sea. In their persons, the natives are cMefly 
t^ weU-formed, and muscular. Their ornament^ 
are few; strings of red cornelian stcme (which is 
plentiful in Nouffie), cut into something like the 
shape of a heart, and which are smooth, flat, and 
highly polished, are what they are most fond of 
weanng, and, in many cases, these are their only 
decoration. ' The only dress that the natives wear 
is a piece of cotton cloth round the loins. This is 
made by themselves, and is died of various colours, 
according to the taste of the owner. The women 
wear small earrings of silver, but use no paint, nor 
bedaub their persons with any sort of pigment. In 
the productions of the country there is nothing pe- 
cvdiar ; and in the n^anufacture of cloth, &c., these 
people are greaitly inferior to their neighbours. The 
Nouffie language is not understood in Kacunda, not* 
h2 
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withfttaading its proaitiit^ 
in almost eyery place w 
Hitt8)sa tongue is spokei 
liduals. 

The chief excused hiii 
morning, but sent his brol 
us of t£s {^asure he felt 
welcomed us with the atn 

At 11 A. M. a large dc 
by fourteen men, arrived a 
found that the king's brot 
us. He was saluted, on 
from five old rusty muske 
mediately despatched to i 
ready to see us, and I s£ 
would come. The brothc 
train of followers, and in 
presented us with a few 
yams, and an immense ( 
They were all dressed in 1 

although pagans, and appeared very clean in i^ieir 
persons. Several gallons of ale were likewise sent 
us in huge calabashes from the more wealthy part 
of the population of the town. Our meeting was 
very cordial* and we shook hands heartily with, and 
immediately explained to him our business. On see- 
ing the goat he had brought with him, I told him we 
were sorry he had brought so valuable a present, as 
we had nothing to give him in return which would 
be worth presenting to his brother ; that we had been 
80 long in the country, all our presents were ex- 
pended before we arrived at Kacunda. I then todc 
out a pair of silver bracelets, and benred-l^ would 
present them to his brother, and tell hmi the reason 
we could nve him nothing better. He toc^ them 
from me, but did not seem to be mu^ interested 
about them, or to care at all for them. But looking 
round our room, he perceived several httle things to 
which he took » fancy, and whicht being of na value 
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^iviiteyer to fis, wete readfly jMresented to him ; and 
it was satisfactory to see him miH^h pleased with 
them. 

We had now become great friends, and he eom- 
menced giving ns a dreadful account of the natives 
down the river, and would have ns not thii^ of going 
among tibem, but return by the way we had eome. 
He said to us, with much emphasis, '* If you go down 
the river you will surely fall into their hands and be 
murdered.'' — ^ Go we must," I said, "if we hve or 
die by it, and that also to-morrow." I then arited 
him if he would send a messen^r with us, for that 
he might ensure our safety, coming from so power- 
fed a person as the Chief of Kacunda. But he re- 
pUed directly, " No, if I were to do such a thing, the 
people at the next town would assuredly cut off his 
head; but," he added, " if you will not be persuaded 
by me to turn ba^k, and save your lives, at least you 
must not leave this by daylight, but stop until the 
sun goes down, and you may then go on your jour- 
ney—you will then pass the most dangerous town 
in the middle of the night, and perhaps save your- 
selves." We asked him whether the people he 
spoke of had muskets or laige canoes ? To which 
he replied, " Yesr in great numbers— they are very 
large and powerful, and no canoe can pass down the 
river in the daytime without being taken by them and 
plundered ; ami even at night, the canoes from here 
are obfiged' to go in large numbers, and keep close 
company with each other, to make a formidable ap- 
pearance in case of their being seen by them." 

We had no reason whatever to doubt this informa- 
tion, and being well aware how httle we could do if 
we shoidd be attacked by these formidable fellows^ 
we determined on going at night, according to the 
custom of the rest, and propose starting at half-past 
ibur to-morrow evening. I told the chief's brother 
of onr intentions, at which he seemed quite aston- 
Miiddrr and we have no doubi that tiiis determiDed 
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ccmdcict, -which we have everywhere shown, and ap- 
parent defiance of all danger, in making light of the 
dreadful stories we have heard, has had nauch influ- 
ence on the minds of the people, and no doubt in- 
spired them with a belief that we were supernatural 
beings, gifted with more than ordinary qualifications. 
Having communicated our intentions to our friend 
and given him all the Uttle trifling things he wished for, 
he departed with the present for his brother the chief. 
. The few things which we sent back to the chief, 
trifling as they were, gave him complete satisfaction : 
they were received by him in a much more gracious 
manner than we had anticipated. He besought us 
earnestly to write him a few charms — one of which 
is to ensure a continuance of peace and prosperity 
to the kingdom ; another to prevent quarrels, abuses, 
and disturbances in the market-place; to obviate the 
shedding of humaCh blood therein, which has recently 
been of frequent occurrence ; and to bring to the 
market a greater number of buyers and sellers, which 
would proportionably augment the amount of duty 
exacted from them. Another charm he wants of us 
is to possess the virtues of a pano|dy, for preserving 
idl persons, while bathing, frota the fangs of 'the 
crocodiles, which infest the adjoining slough in gr^t 
numbers, and which, it is said, have lately carried 
ofT and destroyed several children. Another chum 
he requires is, to have still more powerful properties, 
and cause a neighbouring rivulet, which has hereto- 
fore been dried up in the summer season, to be filled 
with water, and flow all the year round. 

All ranks of people are firmly persuaded that we 
are necromancers, or at least that we are eapable of 
performing any miracle, and therefore they believe 
that the making of these charms is but a trifling effort 
eompared with what we might do, were we to exert 
the whole of our |)Ower. An attempt to undeceive 
the ignorsmt, credulous, and deluded people we know 
would be unavailing and useless, and fear t^t it 
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%oidd be cUtttgeious; tirarefore we dare not meddle 
with their superstitions or prejudices, but coiilbmi to 
their wishes^ and let them enjoy their erwn opinions 
in peace. 
Several of the inhabitants hare brought us little 

g resents of goovaMrats, Ghili and Cayenne pepper, a 
it of fishy or anrjr such tiifle,. in the expectation of 
receiving a hwndured times their vahie in the shape 
of charms. We have been pestered all day by a 
young native, to get a charm nrom us to enabte him 
to catch plenty of fish. The poor fellow followed 
us dbovti like achild begjfing fbr a toy, and offered i» 
a variety of little trifling tiniigs which he could 
afford, sudi as cotmtry beer, ffoora^mits, &c. ; and 
we believe there was notiiing he had that he would 
not have willing^ given us, so great was his faith in 
the power we had of bestowii^ on him the means 
of enriching himsdf by catching fish. There was 
no getting rid of him without complying wiUi his re- 
quest, so we ^e him a small piece of paper on 
which^somethmg had been written, of no consC' 
quesce whatever. The poor fellow no sooner got 
it, th«m he looked at it with much eamestaess, and 
proceeded with great solemnity to fasten it to &e 
end of his fishiBg-4iae. Havingdone this, he set (^ 
with great glee to go and fish, eongrataialiBg him- 
self, no do^t, on im mullatwle of fi^ea his clnrm 
would obtain him. 

It is paialiil to csontempteie the melancholy igno- 
rance and supevsthion in whidh the minds of the na- 
tives are involved ; nor is this confined to Kacunda 
alone ; at Egga^ and other 'places up the river, l^y 
are equail^r as bad. Ready ft»r the first impression* 
and easily imposed on, the minds of these poor crea- 
tures natoaily receive as- truHi whatever is told 
than. Thehr laith in channs, and their credulity in 
the power of white men^ is not to be wondered at. 
The foimer they are taught by the Mohammedan 
maUamst and thesii again axe equally as credoloos 
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as the natives of the efficacy of any thing coming 
ifomus. 

The natives are successful in their fishing expe- 
ditions, and generally use a line with a piece of iron 
fastened to the end of it, bent in the shape of a hook. 
They use a large worm as bait, and more frequently 
part of a fish. The line is made of a toug^ grass 
neatly tMristed* In these excursions they sometimes 
carelessly expose themselves to the attacks of the 
alligators, of which there are great numbers in the 
river, and the natives are frequently sufferers by 
them. In fetching water for use from the river at 
night, they often become a prey to them. They de- 
stroy the crocodile and eat its flesh, as well as ^at 
of the hippopotami, which are equally as numerous. 
The eggs of the former ako they are very fond of. 

We have been visited by the cnief of a neighbour- 
ing province, and an impostor, who represents him- 
self as son to Ederesa, the ex-king of Nouffie, boUi 
of whom, like their less presumptuous brethren, are 
disappointed in their hopes of receiving valuable 
presents, for we are daily diminishing the few things 
which are left, and must not be pr^gal in giving 
away. 

As at Egga, we are here earnestly solicited by the 
mallams to stop two or three days, to give the mar- 
ketrpeople an opportunity of accompanying us to 
Bocqui, every one warning us that wa shtdl be in 
jeopardy of our lives, unless we take this precau- 
tion. The manners of the people all along the banks 
of the Niger from hence they also represent to us 
as being in the highest degree dangerous. They are 
said to be public robbers, without laws or regula- 
tions of any kind ; that they live under no king, and 
acknowledge no human authority — ^in a word, that 
they are a community of ferodous outlaws. We 
hear nothingbut stories about the inhabitants of Eg^a, 
who, when they attend the Bocqu^ market for iSie 
purposes of trade, are diliged to sail in con^panies of 
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ten or twelve canoes, for mutual encouragement and 
protection ; and that even then the merchants dare 
not travel in the daytime, but pass those places 
which are considered as dangerous in the darkness 
of night, when there is least fear of molestation : 
such stones, similar to that of the king's brother, are 
told us to prevent our proceeding. 

Well might the King of Yarriba hesitate on send- 
ing either Captain CJapperton or ourselves to the 
bamks of the Niger, when he knew that he had 
neither a siogle town so far to the eastward nor a 
single subject from Ykoorie to the sea. Above 
Egga, as far as Wowow, the western bank of the 
river, which he boasts as being in his dominions, is 
thicldy inhabited solely by Noufanchie]; and below 
that town they are peopled by strange and distinct 
tribes, who have never heard iis name, nor an echo 
of his glory and power ! We observe here, for the 
first time, that the natives have a custom of marking 
themselves, so that their tribe may be known from 
the rest. The distinguishing mark of the people of 
Kacunda is three cuts down the face from the tem- 
ple to the chin, which gives them an odd appearance. 
They are a mild, harmless, and inoffensive race of 
people, and very industrious. Their huts are the 
largest and cleanest we have seen in the whole 
country. Our old friend the schoolmaster informs 
us that we shall very soon pass the Tshadda river, as 
it is only a day's journey distant from here down the 
river. He was a very communicative old man, and 
informed me that the city of Funda is not on the 
banks of the Quorfa, but situated a distance of three 
days' journey up the Tshadda. According to his 
report, the Tshadda is a large river, nearly as much 
80 as the Quorra. Canoes, he said, frequently go 
up the Tshadda to Bomou, and that it was only fif- 
teen days' journey from hence to that place by the 
Tshadda. The countries of Jacoba and Adamowa, 
he said, are at peace with Bornou» and the commu* 
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nication open from both those palaces by water as 
well as land. The pagan conntries, it appears, are 
all greatly alarmed by the expectation of an attack 
from the Fal&tate when the dry season arrives* 
The Tshadda, he said, was very safe, and much fre- 
quented by canoes. A town csQled Guttrnncmrafeef 
which has been before alluded to, he ii\formed as 
was seated at the junction of the Tshadda with the 

Uh. — ^The children of the more 
tants of Egga are placed at a very 
e tuition of our friendly host the 
teaches them a few Mohammedan 
d, with which he himself may be 
Arabic tongue. In this ccmsists 
• education. The boys are dili- 
^ ises, and arise every morning be- 
tween midnight and sunrise, and are studiously em- 
ployed by lamplight in copying their prayers, after 
which they read them to the master one after an- 
other, begmning with the eldest. This is repeated 
in a shriU, bawling tone, so loud as to be heard at 
the distance of half a mile at least, which is be- 
lieved to be a criterion of excellence by the parents ; 
and he who has the strongest lungs and clearest 
voice is of course considered as the best scholar, 
and caressed accordingly. The Mohammedans, 
though excessively vain of their attainments, and 
proud of their learning and intellectual superiority 
over their companions, are nevertheless conscious 
of the vast pre-eminence of white inen over them- 
selves, for they have heard many marvellous stories 
of Europeans, and their fame has been proclaimed 
with a trumpet-voice among all people and nations 
of the intenor, insomuch that they are placed on an 
equality with supernatural beings. As an illastra- 
tion of this, a priest, himself a writer of charmSy 
made a pressing appHcation to-day for an amulet 
from us, which he begged might possess properties 
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«o extiaordinary and amazing as to be the wonder 
oi the whole country ;. and so firmly persuaded was 
he that it was in our power, and ours only, to grant 
this request, that we could not induce* Mm by any 
means to forego his appHcation. He gave us a large 
pot of beer, and would not leave our hut until he l\ad 
exacted a promise that we would give him the paper 
which he had craveji so piteously. We have like- 
wise been perplexed with oUier demands of a similar 
nature, and the tearful importunities < ' '^ 
jdicants has troubled us exceedingly. 
nate cases of this mture^ we have i 
H^nt to follow the examine of Mr. I 
to give the superstitious people a cop; 
Pr^yvr, whieh, at leaal, c«a produce n 
«ffeets* 

The chiefs brother paid us a visit 24 
iag» and urged u» by every argument ^ 
tittok of to defer our departure, for o 
for two or three days, that canoes 
tieady to aecompany us on our voyag 
deavoured again to impress on our minds the danger 
which we should inevitably incur if we were de- 
termined to go alone. Yet, it was apparent to us, 
after all that he had said, that covetousness was his 
]»edominant feeling, and therefore we paid little at- 
tention to lus remarks, further than that we con- 
tented to. wait till the afternoon for a man to ac- 
compaBiy us 411 capacity ^messenger to the so- 
mueh^talked-of Boequ4 market, wl^re, it is asserted, 
we shall b^ perfectly safe ;• and* beyond which place 
the people .ar6 represented as being less rapacious^ 
80 that we shall ha^e little to fear from them. 

The description which the chiefs brother has 

g'ven us of thepeople residing a day's journey from 
mce is too shocking t^i describe. To use a very 
commoa and ihmiliar expression, '< What every one 
■ays must be true," and we begin to give credence 
»o the rumours so often repeated of the fierceness 
Vol. it.— M 
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atid cruelty of tins race of human beinfts iRTldeh oe- 
cupy both sides of the Nig<er; between Kiictuida and 
BcKsqui, though v/e make every aliowance for ex- 
aggeration, because the natives are fopd of the mar- 
veUous, and are apt to magnify the most trifling eip- 
cumstances into incidents of the last importance; 

As the afternoon -came on, we inquired in vain for 
the promised guide ; and when we foond that the 
chiefs or rather his bro^r, felt no dispositton what- 
ever to redeem his ]^dge^ we made immediate prep- 
arations to leave the town, to the manifest disap- 
pointment of th^ latter, who made a very dolorous 
lament, and did all in his poweif, except employiDf 
actual force, to induce us to change our resotatikiB# 

At three in the aftemocHi, we offered up* a prayer 
to the Almighty Disposer of all human events for 
protection on our future voyage, that he would deign 
to extend to us his all-saving power amoqg the law* 
less barbarians it was our lot to be obliged to pass. 
Having done this, we next ordered Pascoe ana our 
people to commence loading the canoe. I shafl 
never forget them, poor fellows; they were all in 
tears, and trembled with fear. One of thera, named 
Antonio, a native of Bonny, and son to ^ late 
chief of that river, who had joined us from his n&a- 
jesty's brig the Clinker, with the eoaiseiit of Lieu« 
tenant Matson, her commandeiv wa^^as much ai^ 
fected as the rest, but on a difi^redt «ceouiit; For 
himself, he said that he did not eaie< his ows hfo 
was of no consequence. All he feared was, that 
my orother and I should be murdered; he loved at 
dearly : he had been with us ever .smOe we had left 
the sea, and it would be as bad as dying hinoMf to 
see us killed. 

At half-past four, in the afternoon, in pursuance 
of our plan, we bade adieu to the kind inhabitants 
of Kacunda, and every thiq^ having been oonrve3red 
to the canoe, and our men m their places, we em- 
barked and pushed off the shore m «ight of mulU- 



d by Google 



HideflF of people. We worked our way iidtli incredi- 
ble dtfteulty throngii the morass, before we were 
enabled to get into the body of the stream. The 
poor natives gazed at us with astonishment, and fol- 
lowed us with their eyes as long as they could, no 
doubt expecting that we should never be seen or 
heard of more. 

We were now fahrly off, and prepared oursehres 
for the worst. ** Now," said I, ^* my boys," as our 
canoe glided down willi the stream, ^let us all stick 
together. I hope that we have none among us who 
will flmoh, come what may." Antonio and Sam 
Baid they were determined to stick to us to the last. 
The former I have before alluded to; the latter is a 
native of Sierra Leone, and I believe them both to 
be Urm fellows when required. Old Pascoe and 
lowdie, two- of my former people, I knew could be 
depended on; but the new ones, although they 
boasted much when they found that there was no 
avoiding it, I had not much dependence on, as I had 
mot* had an opportunity of trying them. We di- 
redied the four muskets and two pistols to be loaded 
wiHh bait and slugs, determined that our opponents, 
whoever Ihey might be» should meet with a warm 
feeeptlon; and having ntade every preparation for 
our dei^nee which we thought would be avaiMng, 
and encouraging our Kttle batnd to behave themselvM 
gallantly, we gate l^re^ hearty cheers, and com- 
mended ourselves to Providence. 

OiBT little ve$eel moved on in ^prand style under 
the Vigorous and animated exertions of our men; 
Their^ were no tetos nowv and I thought, as they 
jR-opelled- her atolig with more than their usual 
strengt]i, that they felt they were a match for any 
eanoe that would dare to attack us. Shortly after 
kaving^Kacunda, the river took a turn due south, be- 
twe^it tolerably high hiRs ; the strength of the cur- 
rent continued much aboiit the same. A few miles 
tether on, we obeerved a branch of the Niger, 
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rather dh^titiTe, numiitg off ia a.wealerlF ^^(^m» 
tion; but are not certain wtietW^thia was ooly g 
creek, or a braach of the river: the banlqs m it 
were coTered with palm-trees* and little h^ were 
eeattered over theau We fo<«nd imraelves opposite 
a large, sf»readiiig town, from which iaaiied a great 
and confused noise, as of a multitude quarrelling, or 
as Ihe.waves of the aea rolling upon a roeky bcich; 
we saw also other towns <m the ^western bank of 
the river, but we cautiously avoided them alL The 
evening was calm ^ serene* the hea^ of the day 
was over, the' moon and -stara now afforded ua aa 
agreeable light, every thing was still and pleasanti 
we glided smopthty and sysntly down the otream, 
and for a long while we saw little to excite oi|r feais, 
and heard nothing but a gentle rustling oC &e leaves, 
occasioned by the wind, the nc^e.of our paddles, or 
now and then the plashii^of fishee, as they.leaped 
out of the waters 

About midnight we observed lights from a village* 
to which we were very close, and heard peo^ 
dancing, singing, and laughing in tlie. moonahuM 
outside their huts. We made haate ovcht, to tho't^ 
posite Mde to get away, for (ear of alurktkigdaBgert 
and we fancied that a light was following ua* but it 
wan only a *' will o' the wisp," or some aiioh thin^ 
imd trees soon hid it from our vS^ht. After the 
moon had gone down, it became rather cloudy, so 
that we could not discern the way as plainly aa wo 
eouki have wished, and the consiMyaeoce was, that 
we were suddenly drifted by the current inio aft 
eddy, and, in spKe of all our e]i(€artions ta|^ out of 
it, we swept over intb a small,. sha&owxhaanel 
which had been formed by the ov«^owing of the 
river, and it cost two hours' hard labour to gel into 
the main stream again. The -course of ^e rivoc 
was turned to the south-east by a ranged very high 
hills. We also passed a great number of islands. . 

Monday^ Oct. j^5^.— ^ one A. M. the duroctioiEl 
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of Urn river chaagtd to south-soutb-west, rntming 
between immenselv high hills. At five o'clock this 
motningy we fonnd ourselves nearly opposite a very 
emittd^ble river, entering the Niger from the east* 
ward; it appeared to be three or four miles wide at 
ks mouth, and on the bank we saw a large town, 
onepart of wluch faced the river, and the other the 
Qaorra* We at first supposed it to be an arm of 
tiKLt rivet, and' immiBg from us; and therefore di- 
rected our cour^ for it* We proceeded up it a short 
iistaBce, but finding the current against us, said that 
it increased as we got within its entrance, and our 
people being' tired, we were compelled to give up 
Uie attempt, and were easily swept back into the 
Niger. Consequenlly we passed on, but determined 
on mikii^ in^ries concerning it tbe first conyeo- 
lent opportunity. But we conclude this to be the 
Tshadda, and the iavge town we have alluded to to 
be Outtuiscurrafiee, the same which had been men- 
tion^ to.us by the old mallam. At all events, we 
had. sati^ied ourselves it was not a branch of the 
Niger. The banks on both sides, as far as we could 
see up it, were very high, smd appeared verdant and 
feitile. 

. . Tbe mpmingjpras dull and cloudy; yet, as soon 
as the sun ha^ partially dtspersed the mists which 
Imng over the valleys and vspon the little hills, we 
could distinguish irregular mountains jutting up al- 
most dose to the water's edge, whose height we 
JMrere prevented even from guessing at; because 
their summits were involved in clouds, or inwrapped 
in vapours,. wMdi yet lingered about their sides. A 
i§9jame range of elevated hills appeared beyond them 
on the south-east side ; and on the north-west side 
m Cham of lesser hills extended as far as the eye 
€Guld discern. They appeared very steril. Those 
<m the north-west were formed of clumps, very 
much resemUing the shape of those we had seen in 
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Tarnba, vii^h mn liere called ilm Ke&g : 
tains. 

At seyen o'clock the Niffer seemed free of isfaoide 
and clear of morasses on Doth sides, and its banks 
were well wooded and much higber than we kad 
observed them for a long time previously ^neTeF• 
theless, it ran over a rocky bottom, which e»u^ its 
surfoce to ripple exceedingir. Just about the same 
hour, one m the duioes, wni^ we w«!>e Md of as 
of cBjSerent msdce to our own, passed us. In shame, 
it much reseAibled a common batcher's tray,^ aim it 
was furnished with seats like those used on various 
parts of the seaeoast. It was paddled by eight or 
ten .little boys, who sung as they worked ; and-they 
were superintended by an elderly person who si^in 
the middle of the canoe. The motion of t)H^ pad» 
^8 was regulated by a peculiar hissing noise wnich 
they made at intervds with their mouth ; and it was 
pleasing to observe the celerity with which tMs little 
vessel was impelled against Uie stream. In the 
early part of the morning, after daylight, we paaeeda 
great many villages. The bassks of the river were 
ornamented with palm-trees, and notch cidtivated 
ground, which extended to the foot of the moun* 
tains, and among the avenues formed betwieen them. 

At 10 A. M. we passed a huge and naked while 
rock, in the form of a perfect dome, annng ^roai 
the centre of the river. It was about twe^ Sset 
high, and covered with an immense quantity ol 
white birds, in consequence of which we named it 
the Bird Rode : it is about three or four mite 
distant from Bocqu&, on the same side of Ihe men 
It is safest to pass it on the soutb-east idde,.oa 
which side is also the proper channel of the riveiv 
about three miles In width. We passed it on the 
western side, and were very nearly lost in a whiii- 
pool. It was with the utmost ^fficulty we pre- 
served the canoe from being carried away, and 
dashed against the rodts. Fortunately, I saw the 



d by Google 



. OMOEB OF TBM Q^OB. IM 

\ draipeB ^^iBt, imdt findiog^we cotM not get cleiHr 
of i^ Jay brother and I took a paddle, and animating 
miT men, we exerted aU our strength, and succeeded 
in presenting her from turning round. The dis- 
tance of 4lii^ xook from the nearest bank is about a 
quarter of a mile, .and the.<;urr^l; ^as running with 
die Telocity <if six mites an hour, a^^prding to our 
estiaiatifiab .Halpur canoe be(?ome^unmaQageablef 
ma ihindd inevitatty hare perished. Shortly aftert 
ataing m convenieix^ plaee for landing, the men being 
lai^^ imd weary with; h^Bepe^ and exertion, we 
hmtA CO the right baidc of t^e river, wJ^iqh we ima^ 
gined waa most ooaTenient .for our purpose. Th^ 
poors* ^f the river this moiiung waa spt^th-south^ 
west, ^iiiditj» wi4th. varied as usiuil from two to 4v# 
or six miles. The angry ^nd scowling appearance 
of the firmament forewarned us of a heacvy shower, 
er somethmg worse, which induced us hastily to 
eicctaanwningof mats^ under a pahn-tree's shade. 
As soon si»we had l^isuro^to look around us, though 
BO hal^itatton coul4 any,where be seen, yet it was 
evidsnt the ^ spot had been visited, and that very 
vecenliy, hy numbers of peofde. We discovered 
the reinaAto of several extinct $res, w;ith broken 
caiabaahes and pieces df earthen vessels, which 
were ^catteved around ; ^ ouTtmen likewise picke4 
up a.quaotijty of ^poanut-^hells, and three or four 
stAV<ea of a poifdeif-barrel. These di3coveries, trir 
lltng aa they werei, filled ^us with pleasant and ho{)^'f 
fid stfnsationa ;> and we felt assured, from the cir'j 
omnstaoce of a baiprel of powder hav^ig found its 
way hither, thM the o^tivea in, the neighbourhoQ4 
matntahsed somA, kind of interc^ourse with Ei»ro- 
peans from the sea. 

The spot, for a hundred yards, ^yas cleared of 
grass, iM^iniiood, and Y^geXi^ion of all kinds ; and, 
oir a*for^r observetioa, we^c^i^ne to the conclusioi^ 
tiiat t.iiiai^etor^£»ir waa periodical^ held theree^L 
ITfiurjr sh^rttf 9SI»m»^^.V^^ of, our men weif 
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fetr^gling about \n the boiAH ^eardiin^ ftir A 
a Tillage suddenly opened before them; this Sd^nai 
excite their astonishment, end they ^ateved one oi 
the huts which was neatest them to^ procure a litte 
fire. However, it happened to contain oafy women ; 
but these were termed beyond measure at tiie sod- 
den and abrupt entrance of s^raage^ookingrnMi, 
whose langu^ tbey did not kto«i^, mA-yAnm > 
business they could not nnderstttid, and they all na 
out in a fH^t into the woodi^ te irara iMr male 
Relatives of them, who lirere ld}Oiirinf afl:tbeir«Miai 
occppation of husbandly. ' Meanwhile, our nai fattd 
veiy cornposedly taken some bimiuig «Dfibei8 :from 
the fire, and returned toi«s in a ftiw arikiatea, with 
the brief allusion to the circumstance of haying dia* 
covered a vOlage. They told us also that Ihey had 
seen cultivated land, and that ^efte women iuid nm 
away from them as soon as they sow tfaiittu This 
we thought fightly of; Imt rejoiced that they had 
seen the village, and * immediately sent Paacee^ 
Abraham, and Jowdie, in company, to obtak abme 
fire, and to purchase a few yams for us. In about 
ten Minutes after, they returned in hast«, tdling ns 
that they hKd beei^ to the village, and had «slBed ixxi 
{some fire, but that the people did not nnderstwl 
them, and insteaid of attending to thenr wishes, ifaey 
looked terrified, and had suddenly dKBaopeafad. in 
conseouence of their threatc^hi^ at tttuaoe, our peo- 
ple had left the village, and riejoiKed us with all the 
haste they could. We did not, however, thkik that 
they would attack us, imd we pMiceeded ta Biake 
our fires, and then laid ourselves down. 

Totally unconscious of danger, we werlB reoIiBinf 
on our mats, — ^for we too, like our people, were 
wearied with toil, and overcome wtth -d^waiiiess, 
•^when in about twenty minutes after our men had 
returned, one of them -shouted, with a loud voioot 
**War is coming! O, war is comintafl^ and ran 
towards us with a ecreiuo ol Iim»v<taliii9«s |hat 
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tlitiMiiiTCd.wierelaitmngto'alltQkw. Westarted 
lip at this tuMuiBal exBlainatieii^ and, looking about 
IM, we, beheld a large party of men^ almost naked, 
«iuiiiuig in 'a veryirr^lsr manner, and with im- 
4M»nih featooesfi towardst-onc lit^ encampfnent. 
They weire aU ▼arieusl^r* armed with muskets,, bows 
and aarawRB, kaivas, onthiBses, haiHbs, lo^ spears, 
and oliier.ittBtrmBeiitsof deatmction; aiMl, as we 
gasM tipon tiii«band o^* Wild men, with their f6r»- 
oioiia looks and hostile appearaaoe, which was not 
a little heightMwdoapbaerriiig the weapons in theiir 
htndsi we kit a ^e^vneasy kind of sensation, aal 
wieiKd onaehnse 8«e out of their hands. To per*> 
sons 4»aceably inclined^ like oufseWes, and who 
haddeae.'lhem'BO harm,we doald io(^ 6n their 
preparattaos wkkcalnaesa ; bat asit is impossible td 
fioreaae tol wkateflttDemitiea such encounters might 
lea^ wa<waited tha fesult with the most paiiSui 
anaielj^' .'■ " 

. Our party was muokscatlerisd^ but fbrtunately 
we:could seetiiem coming' to us at some distance, 
and we had > time to oolleot our men. We resolved^ 
kowssver, is .^Mrent bloodshed if possible, — our 
mamkem were too lerwto leave vs a ehanee of escape 
Hig l^y any ot)Mr way^ The natives iK^ere approa^« 
Ing'us'ii^ and. had by this time arrived ahnost 
dose to< ^ar '^m-tr^. • <Net a moment was to be 
lost. We'desnred Pascde and all our people to fol^ 
low Mnnd ilaata shore distance, vnth the loaded 
masketa and pistils ; and we emoined them strictly 
tioi to fire^ aiUess' they first fired at us. One of th^ 
natives, who piroved to be the chief,, we per^^ived a 
little ift advaitoe-of his jMtnpaniotts ;* and, throMdn^ 
dowaeur pisteia, wUehim had snatched ikp in the 
first aioment of snrpnse^ my brother and I wa&ed 
very ooiiiposedly nM unarmed towards him. A^ 
fiFe approaehed him, we made all the sighs and 
mottoaa we eould with our arms, to deter hini mA 
las: psajfiia fiHHii finag on us. His quiver was daii^ 
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glingr at kis iide, fais bow wts bent, nd an »rair« 
whkb was pointed attrar bicaats, already trembled 
on the stni^^ when we were withio a few yards oi 
Jbls person. This, was a highly critical moment^ 
the n^ might be our last But the hand of Pv6vi* 
denee averted Uie blowf for just as tiie chiefs W2» 
about to pull the fatal cofdy i^ nUui thatwas neaiMt 
him rushed forward, aad. staid Ins tana. At that 
instant we stood before hinnand innediatsly 4mM 
forth our hands; all of them treaaUad like i aspen 
leaves ; the chief lo<^d iq) f\ill in asr fbbes, kneels 
fag on the gTOtkad-— light seen^d to flash frQm>»iiiB 
4ark, rolling eyesr-his body waacea:irulsad aUorvef^ 
«3 ihough & wereienduring> the utmost tOEtosey aad 
with atimierouiyyet imdeinable eapressK>n of coon* 
ienance, in which all the passiottsol sour Bateeweia 
strangely blended, he dmoped his. head, > eagerly 
gra«$>ejd our proffered handsi aadi todst into/ teiars^ 
This was a sign of friendship— harmony foUofwud, 
and war and bloodshed were thoaght efr «o moire, 
t^eaceand friendship now rsigned among iiSLi and 
the first thing that we did was to lift the oM^hiel 
Drom the ground* and to oony^him to ourjenoaaop* 
ment The . behaviour , oi our men affDoded. ns. sm 
little amiwemfin^ now that the danger wasrpasAi 
We had now had a fair trial of their cocanige, ^mi 
should know who to trost (m a Cuturei oceasioni 
Pascoe was firm to his post* and^ sctood stiUwithhia 
mo$ket pointed at the chiefs boaast dmraii|^ the 
whole time. He is a brave fellow, and said to as, 
ajs we passed, him to our encampo^ent with the old 
manr*' If the ^/oe^ taseab had fired at eithar.of you» 
I should have brought the oM cMel down like a 
Guinea*C6wl<" >Itw«s impossible to ayoid snsling 
at the fellow's, honesty, alUiough i^ were on tiie 
best of terms with the old<chief»«— and we^ hai^ Mltte 
doubt .that he w^uld hare been as good as hiswosd. 
Aa for our two brave fellows, Sam and AnteniiH 
^ey took to their heels, and acanipered off'a%faal 
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WB ib&y coidd direeHy ihey saw the natbrei'ajK 
proaching as ov^r the \(mg grass^ nor did they maJce 
teir' vppe&nace again until the chief and all his 
people wece sitting^romid us; imd even when they 
^d fetimiy'tfaey were so fr^fatened, they could not 
apeak for some time. 

All the armed yilia^rs had now gathered ronnd 
their leader, and anxiously watched his looks and 
geatuffes. ' The rbsidt of the meethig deligtvted tiiem 
■r-«reiy eye sparkled with pleasure^they uttered 
a alioQt of joy^^tfaey thrust their bldodless airows 
into their qunrers-^they rfui; about as though they 
werp possosed of earil spirits-^^^they twanged their 
ho w o t ring sv fired off their muri^ets, shook their 
npeart^ claHered their quivers, danced, put their 
bodies into all mamier of ridiculous positions^ 
hn^edt cried^ and sung in nqnd suc&ession— they 
imte like a ttoop of maniabs. Never was spec- 
torie^ More iwild and terrific. When this salfy of 
passiob to which t^ey had worked themselves had 
•abided into cahner and more reasonable beha* 
vionrr we pr^nented^^eaoh of the war-men with a 
^aan^lty of 4ieedles,.as a further token of our friendly 
intentions. Thi9 ohi^ sat himself down on the turf, 
wrl^ cme df us on each side of him, while the men 
were leaning on their' weapons on his right and left. 
At 'first lio») one could understand us; but an old 
man made his a|^)earaiiee shortly alter, who under- 
stood the Htosa language. Him the chief em- 
ployed as an interpreter, and every one listened 
wi^ anxietylo^^ieidUoteing exfrfanation which he 
gave'uS''j^*-.'' "-•'■''>.■ ' *\ 

^A fewtmnnites after you first landed, one of my 
peopie came to hie, and ^si^d that a number of 
stnuige people hsd arrived at the maiket-place. I 
sent^im baek agafav to'^t as near to yon sis he 
cenol^ to hear what yovl mtended doing. He soon 
a^i^nMJtomed to hie, and Sttd that yon spoke in a 
la^im^ whi^h hi^ eouli not undei*stwd. Not- 
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donbtog that it was your hrteiitimi f o attack mgr 
Tillage at night, and cany off niy people, I desmd 
tiiera to get reiu^ to fight. We were all prepa re d 
and eager to kill yout and t^ame dowa breatluBg 
Tengeanee and sladj^iier, sinpoekiff Qmi 3ro«i wcm 
my enemies, and had landed frofn the opposite sida 
of the rirer. Bot when you' came to. meet as- tm- 
armed, and we saw your white faoes^ we were all 
so fHghtehed that we conld not ptaU our bows, aer 
aiore hand or foot ; and when yoa drew near laey 
and extended your handr towards rae, I, felt ny 
heart faint within me, aojd betteved that yon wets 
^CMdiren of Jhaoenf and bad^dropped iran ^te 
slu^Ss.'' Sach was tiie ^e£fect we had pradaoed aa 
him.; and ander this imprfssion tie knew aot what 
he did. " And now," aaid he, ^ white mtin, aU I 
want is your fargireness."-— ** That ydu ^all ImBtt, 
most heartily," we said, as we shook hands with the 
old chief; and having taken tare toi assure him we 
had not come from ao good a plafce'aa he had hsia- 
gined, we coi^atulatied ^^nrsems, as well aa him, 
that this affair had ended so happily. For oar 
own parts, we had reason to feeLthct mostaaspeek^ 
able pleasure at its favourable termination; and we 
offered up internally to our oieroiM Or^itor a 
>rayer of thanksgiviag^ and praise, for ^ provi- 
[ential interference in oar behalf; fortheAlnughty 
haa indeed, to ase the words of the Bsahaist of 
Israel, ** dehvered our soul from deadly imd oar feet 
from falling; and preserved «s from any terror by 
night, and from the arrow that diatti* by, day ; from 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and from 
the sickness that destsoyeth at nasaday." . We 
were grateful ta^d that oar.blofod had not been 
i^d, and that we had been prevMted froai spilling 
the blood of. o^rs, which we imagined we sivmld 
have been constrained to do froaiirramediabkneeea- 
sity. Our guns were aU doable<4oaded with balls 
and slqgs, oar men weoe raady.to preaent them. 
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and a single arrow from a bow would have been the 
signal for immediate destruction. It was a narrow 
escape ; and Grod grant we may never be so near a. 
a cruel death again. It was happy for us that our 
white faces and calm behaviour produced the eflfect 
it did on these people. In another minute oar 
bodies twottld have been as full of arrows as a por- 
cupine's is ^full of quills. 

The old chief returned to the village, followed by 
his people, whom he addressed by the way from an 
ant-hHl, on which he mounted himself. He put him- 
self into a great variety of attitudes, and delivered 
them a speech which lasted more than half an hour. 
Whether this was relating to ourselves or not we 
cotdd not ascertain ; but it seemed more than prob- 
able. They came back to us again in the afternoon, 
bringing with them a large quantity of yams and 
^foora-nuts as a present, and invited us with urgent 
importunity to sleep in their huts for the night, 
promising to treat us. as well as their circumstances 
would permit. We thanked them for their kind*# 
itess, but for many reasons we did not embrace theif 
offer. However, it seemed as though this refused 
on our parts caused them to be mistrustful of our 
intentions ; for the villagers were discharging their 
mue^ets from sunset tiU nearly eleven o'clock at 
night, when the chief paid us a third visit, and 
iNTOUght with him eight thousand cowries, and a 
large heap of yams, which he laid at our feet. Poor 
fellow! his comitenance beamed with joy on dis- 
covering that we were redly his friends. At length 
he was mduced to place confidence in us ; and as he 
wished us good-night he seemed well pleased with 
the tranquil appearance of things, and went away. 

In the course of our conversation with the chief, 
when all his villagers were assembled around us, 
-we pointed to their guns, and the bits of red cloth 
they had with them, and made th^m understand that 
they all <^ame from our country, at which their ad« 

Vol. II.— N 
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miration and wonder was much increased. The old 
man who had performed the part of our interfM^ter 
so admirably is an old Funda mallam. He under- 
stood the Haussa language perfectly, and told us he 
had come here from Fimda to attend the market 
which was held here every nine days. He informed 
us that many people came from the seacoast with 
goods from the white men to purchase slares, a 
great number of whom, he said, came from his 
country. He told us that. this place is the famous 
Bocqua market-place, of which we had heard so 
great talk, and that the opposite bank of the river 
belonged to the Funda country. We now asked the 
old mallam the distance from* this place to the sea» 
and he told- us about ten days' journey. We then 
pointed out the hills on the opposite side of the 
river, and asked him where they led to ? •* The 
sea," was his answer. ** And where do they lead 
to V* we inquired, pointing to those on the same 
bank of the river as ourselves. He answered, they 
% run a long way into a country we do not -know. 
We then asked him if he had ever heard of a coun- 
try called Eyeo orYarriba? To which he replied^ 
he had never heard of any comitry of either of those 
names. Our next concern was about the safety of 
the river navigation ; and we anxiously inqnirea his 
opinion of it lower down, and whether there were 
any rocks or dangeroqd places! As to the river 
navigation, he satisfied us by saying 4ie knew p^ no 
dangers, nor had he ever heard of any ; but the peo- 
ple on the banks, he said, were very Imd. We a£ked 
nim if he thought the chief would send a messenger 
with us if we were to request him, even one day's 
journey from tMs place ? Without the least hesita* 
tion he answered us—" No ; the people of this coun- 
try can go no further down the river; if they d<^ 
and are caught, they will lose their heads. Every 
town that I knowiof on the banks of the river is at 
war with its neighbour, and all the rest Hkevnse** 
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We asked hjm then, how far Bornou was from Fun- 
da t To which he replied, " Fifteen days' journey." 
We were also anxious to know the character of the 
people on the borders of the Tshadda; and he in- 
form'ed us they were all good people, nearly all 
Mussulmans. There was one. bad place to pass, he 
said, which was Yamyam. Here our conversation 
was interrupted by the old chief, who Wished to re- 
turn to the village, and the mallam was obhged to 
accompany him. He wa9 a fine, respectable old 
man, and answered all our <][uestions with a readiness 
which evinced the superionty of his class. 

We offered up a grayer to the Almighty for his 
signal protection durmg this eventful day, and retired 
toresU 

Tuesday, October 96^.— When I awoke in the 
morning, the first person I saw was our trusty old 
man, Pascoe, very busy roasting yams for our break- 
fast. This man has been a most valuable servant to 
us, and is the cmly stanch fellow among all our 
people. In spite of a good' deal of rain that had 
fallen in the night, we got up much refreshed this 
morning; for our mat awnmg, although rather a 
frail covering, had excluded the rain and kept ustol- 
erabiy dry. Early in the morning the chief of the 
idllage, the old man that acted as interpreter, and a 
number of men and women visited our encampment, 
«nd behaved themselves in the most becoming and 
friendly manner. Not satisfied with what they had 
ffiven us yesterday, the villagers offered us another 
&urge heap of yams, which, however, we refused to 
accept without malong a suitable recompense. We 
accordingly gave them some beads in exchange 
for them^ although I believe they would have been 
contented had we possessed nouiing to offer them 
in return. 

^ We now learned from the interpreter that buyers 
and sellers attend this market, not only from places 
adjacent, but also from remote towns and viUages, 
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both above and b^ottr, and on eachjbapk of fhe 
Niger. A small tribute is exacted by liie chief from 
every one that ofiers articles for sale at the market, 
and in this consists the whole of his revenues^ All 
the villagers that^came out against us yesterday are 
his slaves. We were Ufcewise informed that directly 
opposite, on the eastern bank, is the common pa& 
to the city of Funda, which is indeed, as we had been 
told at Fofo^ situated three days' journey up the 
Tshadda from the Niger ; that the large river which 
we observed yesterday falling into the Niger from 
the eastward is the celebrated Shar^ Shany^OT Sharryf 
of travellers, or, which is more proper than either, 
the Tshadda, as it is universally called throughout 
the country. The interpreter said further that the 
smaller stream which we passed on the 19th, flow- 
ing from the same direction, is the ^ CoodoandaJ" 

The chief assured us that we had notiiing to fear, 
having passed all those jdaces from which we might 
have expected danger and molestation, during tibe 
night. Hx>wever, he cautioned us to avoid, if possi- 
ble, a very considerable town lying on the eastern 
bank, which we should pass in the afternoon, ihe 
governor, of which, he affirmed, would detain us a 
considerable time in his territories, though he mi^t 
. treat us well. A httle way below Bocqu4, he said, 
on the left border of the river, resides a powerfrd 
king, sovereign of a fine country called Attdj who 
would force us to visit* him, if by any meam he 
were to be forewarned of our approach. He said 
that he did not think he would do us any injury, but 
that the chief was a very extraordinary man, and if 
fae had us in his power wouki detain us longer than 
we wished. Perhaps he might keep us in hus town 
two or three months, but he would at least detain 
us till all his people had satisfied theur curiofiitir, and 
^en he might allow us to depart. As the chief of 
Bocqui was decidedly of opinion that it would ba 
m the power of this prince to reader us the most 
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emential senrice if he were on Meod^ we requested 
of him a ^de and messenger to accompany us to 
Attdy and mtroduce us to the king; but he answered 
without hesitation, that a man from him would be 
captured and slain the moment he should make his 
aj^arance there, but for what reason we are left to 
conjecture. This did not argue, however, very fa- 
voiv^ly as to the clemency or merciful disposition 
of the monarch of Atta, and therefore we resolved 
to keep out of kis reach by running along close to 
the shore on the opposite side of the Vater. The 
chief concluded by observing that in seven days we 
should reach the sea, a piece of intelligence with 
which we were not a little pleased. The o^d inter- 

Sreter had told us that we should get there in ten 
ays ; therefore we caimot be far from it. 
The femades of Bocqu^ are good4ooking and very 
neat in their persons. The men haye not the cus- 
tom, as at Kacunda, of cutting marks on the face or 
on any part of the body. Haviqg finished our usual 
scanty Inreakfast of a roasted yam and some water 
from the river, we commenced loading our canoe 
and preparing for our day's journey. We had now 
passed the worst place on the river, which is between 
this and Kacunda, and there was no further neces- 
sity for travelling by night. This we by no means 
regret ; for although we are exposed to the heat of 
the sun by day, yet there are dangers in the river in 
consequence of the water being so high, which zre 
more easily avoided by daylight than in the dark. 
It is not easy to keep clear of eddies, and when in- 
fluenced by them our canoe is swept out of ihe main 
stream of the river, and it is with difficulty we re- 
gain our course. The canoe being all ready, we 
shook hands cordially with our friend the chief, and 
the principal male and female villagers, and a few 
minutes after seven fired a salute of two or three 
muskets, gave three cheers, and departed from Boc- 
qui. We soon passed their little town, which had 
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ft neat appearafficeyand was fortified by a stcofig 
wooden fence. 

Both banks of the river still continued hiilv and 
were fringed with primeval woods, which were bend- 
ing over the water. At eleven, A. M., we were 
opposite a town, which, from the description that 
had been given of it, we' supposed to be Atta. It is 
situated close to the water's edge on the south-east 
bank of the river, in an elevated situation, and on a 
fine green sward : its appearance was unspeakably 
beautifuU . The town is clean, of prodigious extent, 
and ornamented with verdant shrubs and taU goodly 
trees. A few canoes were Ijring at the foot of the 
town, but we escaped observation, and passed on 
near the opposite shore. Afterward the margin of 
the river became more thickly wooded, and more 
umbrageous than before ; and for upwards of thirty 
miles not a town or a village, or eveh a single hut, 
could anywhere be seen. The whole of this dis- 
tance our canoe passed smoothly along the Niger, 
and every thing was silent and soUtary ; no sound 
could be distinguished ^ave our own voices and the 
plashing of the paddles with their echpes ; the song 
of tods was not heard, nor could any animal what* 
ever be seen ; the banks seemed to be entirely de- 
serted, and the magnificent Niger to be slumbering ia 
its own grandeur. 

From Bocqui the river runs in a valley between 
moimtains of a considerable height. Between Atti 
and Bocqui market the course of tiie river is about 
aouth-west, with several turnings in it. The hills 
on the north-west side seeiped to decrease in height 
about the middle of the day, and those on the east- 
em side are changing their course to the south- 
east, while the river still flows to the south-west. 
About two in the afternoon the nature of the banks 
was entirely changed ; from being high they became 
low and swampy, particularly the left bank, and 
were covered with &ick jungle, which mostly over- 
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. hung the water- At half'-past two we p^ss^ two 
cbarming little islands, which appeared to be unin- 
habited, and at four we saw a branch of the river 
runnkig off in a' southerly direction^ inclining a httle 
to the east. It appeared to be a quarter of a mile 
wide. At about five in the evening, our people be- 
ing tired, we descried a canoe, and pulled towards 
it; but those that were in it were frightene4 on see- 
ing us, and jumped out and hid thmnsehres in the 
forest. In'two or three minutes we perceived on 
the > left bank a few dilapidated huts, and we pulled 
the canoe ashore, inten^ng to remain there for the 
night. A number of women first observed us ; they 
were aUo alarmed, and hurried away to an adjacent 
village, where w^e saw them providing themselves 
with muskets and other uncivil wessons, and very 
formidable Amazons they appeared to be. How- 
ever we did^ot seem to regard them, but jumped on 
shore with our mats, and sat down on the ground 
very comfortably under the branches of a cocoa- 
nut-tree, the first that we have seen since leaving 
Yarriba. We had not .been long seated before a 
number of people made their appearance, running 
hastily towards us with swords and muskets in their 
hands. Seeing that we were sitting dovm quietly, 
without making any hostile display, they hesitated 
and stopped at a short distance from us, and wished 
to know what we wanted at their town. We had 
recourse to our usual method of expressing our- 
selves by signs, and the natives, finding that we were 
really harmless beings, ventured ta draw nearer, and 
very soon became reconciled to us. Shortly after 
they were joined by some more of their companions, 
and among them was a voung man who imperfectly 
understood the' Bonni^ language ; so that Antonio, 
one of our men, who is son to " King Pepper,''^ chief 
of that country, was enabled to enter into conversa- 
tion with him, and presently made him comprehend 
every thing relative to us, which he repeated to the 
villagers. We had been thus employed a short time, 
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and had become great friends with these people, ths 
women chatting: with a familiarity we had not been 
accustomed to up the country, and began to find 
ourselves very comfortable, when the chief, a tall, 
Herculean, awkward figure, with k sullen and most 
forbidding countenance, made his appearance. ^ He 
introduced himself without the smallest ceremony, 
and very briefly desired us to accomfiany him to his 
hut in the principal village, which is called Abba- 
zacca. The road to this place is by a i&arrow foot- 
way, overhung by rank grass three times our own 
height. This formed a complete arch over our 
heads, and the path was exceedingly intricate. On 
arriving there, a clean shed was prepared for us, 
which, though small, was one of the largest in the 
village. Through the interpretation of Antonio we 
informed the chief who we were, and where we 
wished to go. He immediately said he would ac- 
company us to a large town lower down the river, 
of which his brother, was governor, and where we 
should meet with people from Bonny, Calebar, Brass, 
and Bini, which latter place we conclude is meant 
for Benin. The natives of all these places, he in- 
formed us, come up to his brother's town for the pur- 
pose of buying ^ves, and we shall then be at liberty 
to accompany whichever party we please. It wjw 
important to ascertain which was the largest branch, 
as soon as we found that these difierent rivers com- 
municated with the Niger, and we asked him the 
question, through Antonio, which was considered 
the largest river. This he was unable to say, but 
we were told by Antonio afterward, that he thought 
the Bonny was the largest. He informed us that il 
we intended going to the town of which his brother 
was governor to-morrow, that we must get up very 
early, otherwise we should not arrive there before 
sunset After thanking the chief for his communi- 
cations and attention to us, we took our leave of 
him for tiie night. 
Before we had retired to rest, a few stale eggs 
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which w« couM not eat, and a calabash of v^ry in^- 
ferior tuah, were sent us by the chief, with a hint 
that a present would be acceptable in the moming. 
This was.vety inhospitable treatment of us, and we 
could not help thinking the chief was a mean old 
fellow, for we saw plenty of poultry and goats in his 
3rard, which he knew would be more acceptable to 
us than his stale eggs* At eight in the evening we 
lay down to sleep, but could find no rest, on account 
of an army of gigantic mosquitoes, which desperately 
attacked iis from all quarters, and serenaded us till 
moming with their unwelcome song. The course 
of the river to-day has been nearly sduth-west, and 
its width varying from two to three mil^s. 

Wednesday, Octohfir 37^A.— At daybreak we arose 
from -ova mats after no very comfortable night's rest 
in consequence of the attacks of the mosquitoes. 
We took a little refreshment, and commenced our 
preparations for starting. At six o'clock the chief, 
who as well as his villagers had long been on the 
alert, came to, us for his present, and, as we 8us» 
pected last evening, we found considerable difllculty 
m satisfying the surly old man. I accordingly gave 
him a pair of silver bracelets, a pair of scissors, five 
hundred needles, and a handsome country cloth 
which the qu6en of JBoossk had given us. The fel- 
low was discontented with this, which was more 
than we had given away a long time. He began to 
grumble, and told us plainly that he would not let 
us leave his village till something better was given 
to him. To enrorce his threats, fourteen of his 
slaves stood aromid him armed with muskets, whose 
appearance alone, I suppose, he thought would be 
sufficient to intimidate us into comphance. We by 
no means wish^ to have any disturbance, and there- 
fore endeavoured as much as we could to persuade 
him that we had nothing more to give him. I di- 
reeted aU our travelling things to be taken out of our 
boxeii before him, and had them put back again and 
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locked up. TMs would DOt satisfy him, and he de- 
sired them to be searched again, and that he himself 
might be allowed to examine them. Our patience 
was now quite exhausted : '* Tell the ^hief," said I 
to Antonio, 'Hhe boxes shall be opened no more^ 
and let him stop, my people from loading the canoe 
if he dare.** My brother and I had armai ourselTCS 
with the loaded pistols and swords, as well as all 
our peo[de, uid on telling the chief what we had 
done, we ordered them to proceed loading ^e cap 
noe, which they obeyed directly. The cSef stood 
amazed, and did not offer to interfere with ns. This 
old rasc^ had muttered and grumbled at every thing 
which was offered him ; this was of no use, and thtU 
of no value, and he would desire all that we had, 
such was his covetousness. After having gone the 
length he did, and having shawn his insolent adr^ 
without producing the expected impression, he feared 
that he should^ get nothing at all, and therefore' ac- 
cepted the present we had offered him at first. The 
country cloth alone which had been given us by the 
queen of Booss^ was ten times more than he de- 
served. 

At; Abhazacca we saw an ^English iron bar, and 
feasted our eyes on the graceful cocoanut-tree, 
which we had not seen so long. W0 were delights 
also with the mellow whistting of gray parrots. 
Trifling as these circumstances may appear, yet tiiey 
made our hearts beat with delighi, and awakenea 
in us a train of very pleasing associations. We in- 
dulged in a delusive, yet fanciful revery, and we 
fondly hoped,— but what good would it be to tjell of, 
what we hoped so fondly 1 

It was the avowed intention of the chief to send 
a man with us as messenger to a large town, which 
he described to be a day's journey fi^m Abbazacca, 
and of which he said that his brother was governor; 
but imagining, no doubt, that he would not be paid 
to his satisfaction^ and tl^t, should he accompany 
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xnn himself, the reward would be greater, he changed 
his mind, and resolved on the latter expedient, 
Therefojre he got into one of his own canoes, and 
between seven and eight in the morning, our canoe 
having been loaded without any interference from 
the chief or his people, and without taking any 
further notice of him, we led the way from the vil- 
lage l^irough a large and imwholesome swamp which 
is before it, and were soon foUoweil by him. We 
succeeded in getting into the open river with incred^ 
ble difficulty. 

In consequence of the hghtness of his canoe, and 
its superiority to our old one, which we had got at 
Zagozhi, the chief passed us with the utmost facihty, 
and t<Miched at various towns and villages, to inform 
their inhabitants of the fact of our journeying down 
the river, and that Christians were coming from a 
country they had never heard of. We were sdicited 
to stop at One or two of these^ in order to please the 
curiosity of the people, hundreds of whom ran out 
into the water to obtain a better view of our persons, 
Imt we did pot get out of our canoe. These brought 
US presents of eggs, which we accepted very gladly 
and passed on. 

During the first part of the day the course of the 
river was about west-south-west, the breadth vary- 
ing from, two tc^four miles, according to our estima- 
tion. At noon we saw a small branch running off to 
the south-east. The Chief of Abbazacca, who had 
kept company with us, seemed to get impatient as 
his canoe was so much swifter than our own, and 
coming close to it, told us to pull as strong as we 
could, or that we should not reach his brother's 
town by dayUght. However, we did not pay much 
attention to lus remarks^ but quietly kept on our 
usual rate. • The north-west side of tl^e river was 
now low. and covered with thick jungle, and the 
bank in many places was overflowed, so that the 
jungle appeared to be growing out of the water. 
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The soQth-east bank was rather higher, and cnlti« 
vated pieces of ground were seen now and then abont 
three or four miles apa^rt, with Tillages about them. 

At two in the afternoon we <;ame abreast of a vil- 
lage of pretty considerable extent, intending to pass 
it by on the other side. We had no sooner made 
our appearance than we were lustily hailed by a little 
squinting fellow, dressed in an English soldier't^ 
jcicket, who kept crying out as loud as his lungs 
would permit him, *♦ Holloa, you EngHshmen ! yo« 
come here." However we were not inclmed to obey 
his summons, being rather anxious to get to the 
tovm mentioned to us by the chief of Abbazaccii. 
and as the current swept us along past the village, 
we took no notice of the little man; and we had 
already sailed beyond the landing-place, when we 
were overtaken by about a dozen canoes, and the 
people in them, stopping us, desired us to turn back, 
for that we had forgotten to pay our respects to the 
king. The name of this village, we now find, is 
Damuggoo, Ever willing to please and obhge all 
parties, as far as we are able, and being in na con- 
dition to force ourselves from the men that had in- 
terrupted us with so little ceremony, we pulled with 
all our strength against the current., and, after an 
hour's exertion, landed amid the cheers and huzzas 
of a multitude of people. The first p)erson we oIk 
served at the landmg^place was our httle friend in 
the red jacket, who we found out afterward was a 
messenger from the chief of Bonny. His business 
here was to buy slaves for his master. 

My brother and I were instantly conducted over a 
bog to a large fetish-tree, at the root of which we 
were made to sit down, and were shaded by its 
branches from an intolerably hot sun. Here we 
waited till the arrival of the chief, who made his ap- 
pearance in a few minutes, bringing with him a goat, 
with a quantity of yams and other provisions, as a 
present. We arose to salute him, and he shoc^ 
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liandfl with us, welcoHding: ns to his town with a re- ' 
served and sorrowful, yet friendly air. In his dress 
md person we saw nothing^ remarkable, save that 
his countenance displayed mildness and benevolence, 
mingled with a great deal of seriousness and native 
digiuty. His stature is above the middle size, and 
be is rather advancedin years. He requested us to 
stop a few days at his town, which we promised him 
we would do, having told him that we were going to 
the sea^ The Chief of Bonny*s messenger, he said, 
was going there in a few days, and he would recom- 
mend m to remain with him till he went, that we 
Blight accompany him. We had no objection to 
thn, and thought that the little squinting fellow, who 
was a very important personage in his own estima- 
^on, might be useful to us, and be some sort of pro- 
traction to our party where he was known. He was 
at all events a man of some conseqt^nce even from 
his red jacket alone, which rendered him a con- 
spicuous object among the dark natives by whom 
hd was surrounded ; so we congratulated ourselves 
with the thoughts of being quite safe. 

Tlie chief put a great many questions to us re- 
specting ourselves and our country, the places we 
had come from, their distance up the river, and also 
concerning the river itself, and was astonished at 
our answers. He .told us that he had never heard 
of any coimtries higher up the river than Funda and 
Tit^wAj by which latter we found he meant the 
Nouffie country. He said that he had never heard 
of Yarriba, Borgoo, or Yloorie. A mallam now 
Joined our company, who appeared to be a respect- 
able man. We found afterward that he was one of 
Bderesa's people, and had been sent for by the chief 
of Dami^fgoo for the purpose of writmg charms to 
protect him from an evil which might threaten him 
and his village. This man seemed happy at seeing 
people who had come from his ovm country, whicl^ 
ne told us, he had heard nothing of during the last 
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year. He was jdeased in being able to isXk wifli 
those who could .give him infonnation concerning 
it, and he offered ns his serrices in all manner of 
ways, and told us he would do every thing in his 
power to make as comfortable. 
' A messenger now arrived to inform as that ov 
hut was ready. The chief, on our taking leave of 
him, told us we were only eight days' journey iron 
the sea, and that we should soon get there. We 
were then conducted through filthy streets of mud 
to a very diminutive hut, which we find excessively 
warm, owing to the small quantity of liffht and air, 
which are admitted into it only through a narrow 
aperture, opening into a gloomy and dismal passage. 
The appearance of the inside is better than that oi 
the outside, being plastered rudely with clay, and 
surrounded with indifferently carved fetish figures, 
either painted or chalked a red colour. 

The news of our arrival haying spread tiurougfa 
the village, the people flocked in hundreds to see us. 
They so completely blocked up everyplace through 
which we might receive air, that we were nearly 
suffocated; nor could we succeed in driving them 
away. We made our people arm themselves with 
swords and sticks to keep them off, but to no pur- 
pose ; their curiosity overcame their fears, and they 
pressed on us as thickly as ever. This was no 
' longer to be borne, and we were obliged to send to 
the chief, requesting his interference. His reply 
was, that if the people would not go awav when they 
were desired, we were to fire at, and Mil as many oi 
them as we pleased. This we could not think of 
doing, and therefore desired he would command 
some of his own people to come and drive them 
away. Thev soon arrived, armed with large, ^avy 
sticks, which they laid about the natives in so mer- 
ciless a manner, that, to our great relief, our hut was 
soon cleared, and we again enjoyed the fresh air. 
At six in the evening the chief sent us some fof# 
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and a quantity of stewed goat, sufficient for thirty 
persons. We were not a little suiprised by the ad- 
dition of a small case-bottle of rum — a luxury which 
we have not had since we were at Kiama. It is 
long since we have tasted t^a or coffee; but the 
rum was a treat that we did not expect, Although it 
was the worst kind of trade-rum I ever recollect to 
have tasted. 

Here, to our infinite surprise, we saw on landing, 
besides the Uttle man dressed in a soldiers jacket, 
several others partially clothed in European apparel, 
all of whom have picked 'up a smattering of the 
English language from Liverpool vessels which fre- 
quent the Bonny river for palm-oil. The messenger 
from the chief of that country, who has come hither 
to purchase slaves and ivory, asserts, that the ship 
Bamboo and four other Liverpool vessels are now at 
anchor in the river. Bonny is said to be four or five 
days* journey from hence. 

After making a hearty meal off the stewed goat 
and fofo we laid ourselves down to rest, but the 
mosquitoes were so troublesome, that they prevented 
118 from getting any till nearly morning. We have 
generally found that the mosquitoes are more trou- 
blesome and vigorous in their attacks shortly before 
rain than at any other time. The course of the 
river has been much in the same direction as yes- 
terday; the current very rapid. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

!%« CM«f «ff Damnggoo— Petieh Deity—Viait to the Chief— ITikllrvmnw 
able Termination of a Fetish Ceremony— Another Canoe pron^aeA— 
SnperatitioaB Credulity of the People— Story of the King oCAtti— 
Impatience of the TraTellen tojproceed— The Town of Danraggoo— 
Ita Reaourcee— Punishnirate— Vnfiivoarable Opinioasreapeetiiig the 
Succeea of the Traveliera— Farewell Ceremonies— Dem^rtnre tnm 
Damuggoo— Trarelling Companions— The Disaster of feirrec— John 
Lander^ NarratiTe of it— ThePaliveror Council at Kirree— DeciaiM 
of the Council— The Ehoe People. 

Thursday, October 28M. — ^At daybreak we had a 
heavy tornado,^accoinpanied with much thunder and 
lightning. At ten A. M. the chief visited us, accom- 
panied by the Nouffie mallam. His dress consisted 
of a red cloth cap, a very handsome red twilled silk 
tobe, made in Nouffie, with trousers Of the same 
material, and sandals. He brought with him some 
palm wine, eggs, bananas, yams, &c., and desired us 
to ask for any thing we might .want, telling us that 
we should have every thing we wished that the town 
could afford. He told us that neither he nor his 
father had seen a white man, although they had 
much wished it, and that our presence made him 
quite happy* He then gave us a pressing invitation 
to come to see him, wjiich we readily accepted. He 
seemed to be one of the worthiest felloWs whom wc 
have yet met. 

We shortly after fw-oceeded to his residence, and 
passed through a variety of low huts which led to 
the one in which he was sitting. In addition to his 
former dress, he had a very handsome leopard's skin 
thrown over him. In his hand he held a staff, 
covered with the skin of a wild beast; and two 
pages, one on each side, were cooling him Mrith cir- 
<:ularfdns, made of bullock's hide. He accosted us 
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with cheerfulness, and placed mats for us to sit on ; 
and rum was produced to make us comfortable 
withal. He wished to know in what manner we had 
got through the country, for he had learned we had 
come a long joumey--^rom a great city called 
Yaoorie, of which he had never before heard the 
name. We again briefly related to him from whence 
we had come, where we had been, and whither we 
were going, taking care to make frequent allusions 
to the civility ai^ kindness which we had expe- 
rienced even from the greatest monarchs. He ap« 
peared astonished at our narrative, ^d promised, as 
far as he was able, to imitate those ^ood men in his 
treatment of us as his guests. He then expressed 
the infinite pleasure the sight of white men afforded 
him, and how happy his father would have been in 
his lifetime, had he been honoured by the presence 
of such wonderful strangers. When Antonio, our 
interpreter, explained to him that we were ambas- 
sadors from the ^^ great king of white men,^' he 
seemed to feel pecuUar delight. '< Something must 
be done for you to-morrow,'' said he, and left us to 
conjecture for a short time what that something 
would be ; but we soon learned that he intended to 
make rejoicing with all his people ; that they would 
fire off their muskets, and pass a night in dancing 
and revelry. He told us that when we left him to 
go down the river, he intended to send one of his 
canoes with nine people in her, to accompany us all 
the way to the sea. He requested us to wait eight 
days longer, when he expected his people back from 
thiB BocquSl market " I think," he added, " that the 
Chief of Bocqu^'s messenger and our own people 
will be sufficient protection for you." We readily 
assented to his proposal, and told him that as our 
presents were all expended, we would send him 
some from the seacoast, ff he would allow a person 
to accompany us thither on whom he c«uld depend 
to bring them back to him. He expressed lumself 
03 
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much gratified by our promises^ and said that bis 
own son should accompany us ; and that although 
his people had never been lower down the river than 
to a place called Kirree, about a day's Journey flrora 
hence, he had no doubt that we should'reach the sea 
in safety. After expressing mutual good-will, friend- 
ship, and satisfaction with each other; and as soon 
as the king had promised with solemnity that he 
would consent to our departure* in the time he had 
specified, we shook hands and parted. 

In taking leave of us, the old chief told us that no 
one should be iffiowed to visit ns excepting those to 
whom we gave permission ; and welu;cordingly had 
all the principal people of the town, both males and 
females, to see us. These persons Effete very weU 
dressed, and conducted themselves in an orderly 
manner. 

In the course of the afternoon, however, we were 
peiplexed with the visits of thousands of people be- 
sides, whose curiosity was irresistible,, and who 
scarcely allowed us room to breathe. Above Egga 
the people are by no means inquisitive ; but in and 
below that town nothing can be compared with the 
surprise and amazement with which the natives be- 
held us, and pressed round to satisfy their curiosity. 

Friday, October 29th. — ^The promise of " some- 
thing,^' which was made us yesterday, has been ful- 
filled to-day with great M&t. In the morning a bul- 
lock, wild m the bush, was offered us, with a proviso 
that one of our party could shoot him. Pascoe, 
therefore, went out with his gun, and discovered iho 
animal niminating among the trees; and levelling 
his piece, he shot him dead the first fire. Part of 
the carcass was given to the king, as is the custom; 
and we were not unmindful of our old Mend the 
mallam ; so, having sent him some, the remainder 
of it was brought home for our own cOnsnmptloo. 
It is usual here for the cattle to run wild in the bush, 
heing never admitted into the town 4 and when one 
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is wanted for food, the natives go into thd woods 
and shoot it. They are not so expert in killing 
them as our man Pascoe, whom we had desired to 
load his gun with two balls, and to endeavour to hit 
the bullock under the ear. He was so successful, 
that the poor animal died in an instant without a 
struggle, much to the astonishment of the chief and 
his people, who were witnesses of the transaction. 

At the back of our hut stands a fetish god, in a 
small thatched hut, supported by fom- wooden pil- 
lars, which is watched continually by two boys and 
a woman. We were desired to roast our bullock 
under him, that he might enjoy the savoury smell 
of the smoking meat, some 6f which he might also 
be able to eat if he desired. We were particularly 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



164 FIAST AND RSJOICINGS. 

enjoined to roast no 3rain8 under him, as they were 
considered by the natives too poor a diet to offer to 
their deity. The natives are all pagans, and wor- 
ship the same kind of figtires as those of Yarriba. 

A. feast and great rejoicings are to take place to- 
day, in consequence of our arrival, and the prepara- 
tion of the bullock only seems to be the first step* 
towards it. The natives are getting their muskets 
ready, and all the swivels in the town are brought 
and placed under the fetish tree we have men- 
tioned. 

At six in the evening the ceremonies were com- 
menced by a volley of musketry being fired off by 
command of the chiel, and we were afterwaid 
saluted with a discharge from the swivels. This 
was a signal for the ii&abitants to come forward 
and follow the example of their monarch, which 
they did with so much spirit and effect, that continual 
firing was kept up till between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, at which time the people paraded the town 
for the remainder of the night, dancing, singing, and 
making merry. Pascoe teUs us that every man had 
a musket; They. must be very numerous, for the 
fire is as incessant as if it were in a field of battle, so 
that it is quite impossible for us to get any sleep 
while it is going forward. 

Saturday^ October 30^A. — Notwithstanding all the 
firing last night, and though the natives loaded their 
guns with three times their proper charge, we have 
not heard of any accident happening. All this had 
been done very much against our inclination, but it 
was the highest token of respect which could be 
shown us, and which had never before been granted 
to any individual : we therefore considered it our 
duty to visit the chief and thank him for the honour. 
So accordingly, a little before noon, we went to see 
him, accompanied by four of our people. On our 
arrival, we found him surrounded hj his priests, who 
were employed in making a fetish, to ascertain 
whether we should reach the sea in safety. The 
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JSouSe mallanr was also seated by the chSeTs side, 
engaged in writing Mohammedan prayers on a plain 
w£te cotton cap, which the chief was to wear on 
att occasions, to render him secure from danger of 
erery. description. 

He received us rery kindly, and desired us to sit 
down with him and remain a short time, offering us 
a glass of rum, which we were obliged to accept. It 
was with much difficulty we were able to drink it, 
for we felt Uttle inclined to do so ; in addition to 
which the heat of the place was so excessive, that 
we could hardly breathe, although two of our peo- 

ee kept fanning us all the time we were with him. 
aving en>ressed our thaito to the chief, for the 
honour he had done us bv the rejoicings of the night 
before, we complimented him on his resources, and 
expressed our auimiratioil of that greatness of mind 
which he' had displayed in applying them to the 
gratification and delight of strangers, whom he had 
made his warmest friends. '' The great white king 
will be pleased to learn that I have treated his sut^ 
jects so weU," said the chief; ^ and you may inform 
him of my dignity, my riches, my strength, and my 
power.**^ We thought this quite sufficient; the chief 
was pleased both with himself for having displayed 
his ^ power,** and with us for having duly appreciated 
it ; and being anxious to return to the open air, we 
begged he would excuse our rebaaininff any longer, 
and, shaking hands with him, we wished him a good 
morning. 

From a conversation with a Nooffie man, who 
has exiled himself from his native country, and ar- 
rived here lately, we learn that these muskets and 
ffuns have b^n procured from the coast in exchange 
for slaves and ivory. He informs us also that Bor- 
nou and Jacoba are at peace, and consequently that 
the road from Fundato Koukth which is the metropo- 
lis of the Bomou empire, is now open and free from 
danger of any kind. The same individual assures 
us that a person can travel from one country to the. 
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other, by land, in seventeen da3rs ; but IRat to tMKfd 
by water up the Tshadda to Kouka, woidd foe a jour- 
nev of nineteen days. He likewise reports that 
Ederesa, the ex-king of Nouffie, had endeavoured to 
win over the Sultan of Bornou to his cause, and for 
that piuipose had sent him an embassy, with a pres- 
ent of leopards* skins, and a <!ertain number of slaves ; 
but when he left home, it was not generally believed 
that the monarch of Bornou would interfere in the 
domestic concerns of Nouffie, or attempt to raise 
the fallen fortunes of Ederesa, unless he would con- 
sent to break off all connexion with the Falitahs, 
with whom he is on good terms, and promise his aid 
in their complete extirpation. However, the destiny 
of Nouffie is already sealed; she is a conquered 
country in every sense of the word, and a Faldtah is 
her monarch. 

Sunday 9 October SUt, — It has been lunted to us 
that the chief of Damuggoo will detain us here longer 
than will be agreeable, notwithstanding his pledge. 
At ten in the morning the chief sent for me to visit 
him, and I immediately obeyed his summons. I 
found him engaged in earnest conversation with his 
priests, and he no sooner saw me than he requested 
me to sit down by his ^de. He appeared very se- 
rious, but did not give me long to speculate on what 
was coming; for, turning towards me, he said, with 
a deep-drawn sig^, that ^e fetish which had been 
made yesterday for U9 had not ended in our favour. 
He was sure, he said, that we should meet with 
many troubles before we reached the sea. All this 
was said with a great deal of earnestness, and his 
countenance was very expressive of sorrow. I de- 
aired that he would not feel hurt on our account, teU- 
uig'him that we were not afraid of any thing; that 
we had done no one any harm in Anica, and we 
trusted in our God lor protection. ^ It is good," said 
he ; " if my people return from Bocqui market to- 
morrow, you shall go in a few days." I thanked 
him for his kindness, an4 wishedhim a good morning. 
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ia &e eonrse of conversation this norning, the 
chief said fhnthe cannot think of shading us away 
in an old leaky canoe such as ours, and unprotected ; 
that such would not be fitting our rank ; and he is 
of opinion that we should meet^a thousand difficul- 
ties and dangers were we to proceed further down 
the river without a guide and messenger. He ob- 
served that our canoe is what sailors would term 
not ••seaworthy;" for, having been exposed to the 
heat of the sun, it had split in several places. These 
considerations had induced him to procure for us a 
far better canoe than our own; but he expressed his 
very great sorrow that he could not furnish us with 
a supply of men till their return from Bocqu^ market, 
whither they had gone in the morning, and would 
not return for three days to come. We had no rem- 
edy, and our only plan was to submit on the ground 
of expedifflwy, without raising any objection, for we 
knew that it would be unavailing. 

fWe presented the chief in the foreioon with a 
musket belonging to one of our men, and my broken 
watch, which he says he will send to Bonny, to be 
repaired. We had nothing else to offer him except 
needles, a pair of bracelets, or bur own wearing ap 
parol, which he does not' appear to fancy at alL 
However^ we have promised, that should his men 
take us in safety to Bonny, we would send back 
something to him whiclk would be more acceptable 
and of i^reater value, and which we should be enabled 
to obtam from the English ships lying there. This 
intelligence is very gratifying to the chief, and he 
expresses his thsuikfulness most profusely. He 
knows the facility with which European articles are 
got at the mouth of the river, and he no doubt Teck* 
ons on a rich present from us. He is certainly de* 
serving of one, for his conduct towards us has been 
most satisfactory from the commencement. We 
continue to receive every kindness from him, and he 
sends us provisidns^ch morning, sufficient for fifty 
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men for one day, together with palm-wiite, ram, co- 
coanuts, bananas, ami numerous other things. 

A great i)art of the population of Damuggoo left 
the town this morning for the Bocquft market. Thej 
take thither powder, muskets^ soap, Manchester cot- 
tons, and other articles of European manufa^eture, 
and great quantities of rum, or' rather of rum and 
water ; for not more than one^hird of it is genuine 
spirit, and even that is of the worst quality. These 
commodities are exchanged foi* ivory and slaves, 
which are resold to the European traders. The Ni- 
ger is receding most rapidly ; within these two or 
three days it has fallen away as many feet, whidi 
confirms us in the supposition that in the interior 
the rains are over, though they are only declining 
here. 

The natives of this part of the country scarcely 
ever heard of the rehfion of Mohammed^ and there- 
fore they believe in aJ] manner of gods and demoiB, 
as in Yarriba and other places. They have a variety 
of tutelary gods, and others whose business it is to 
watch over and protect the public interests. Their 
religious dances; and their songs or h3rmns addressed 
to their divinities, differ but slightly from those of 
other pagan countries, and the superstitious ceremo- 
nies of their faith bear the same close resemblam^. 
In their belief of the immortality of the soul, and a 
future state of rewards and punishments, there is 
nothing peculiar or new. 

The late occupier of the hut in which we reside 
died a few 'days ago, and was buried ; but last night 
. there wa^ a public declaration that his tutelary god 
had resuscitated him, and that he had risen from 
the dead. Things of this nature are reported not to 
be of rare occurrence, and the rumour was believed, 
or rather it was pretended to be believed, by all ranks. 
A large procession was therefore formed, attended 
by singers and dancers, as usual ; and the man who 
.was sud to h9ve undergone so great a change, imf* 



d by Google 



«17FBRSTin0N. 16D 

Ing been placed in the centre, was carried through the 
town and exhibited gratis to all who felt a disposition 
to see him. After the procession had visited the 
chief's house, a messenger was despatched to in- 
quire whether we ourselves felt any inclination to 
view the prodigy ; but we declined the intended hon- 
our, for it would be extremely unpleasant to be sti- 
fled in our hut by a multitude of unwashed, half-naked 
people. What is to be the final fortune of the man 
we know not, but it is generally supposed that he 
will die again to-morrow I 

It appears to us scarcdy credible that the chief, 
who is a sensible and intelligent man, should put 
any confidence in such egregious nonsense and chi- 
canery ; but we rather imagine that he must be aware 
of the cheats which are practised upon his credulous 
peofde by their priests, and that, for political con- 
siderations, he chooses to connive at and counte- 
nance their proceedings ; the more so, as he very 
recently sent to Noume for a M6hammedan priest, 
who is now tegaged in working Arab charms, &c. 
upon his tobe. • This man he has kitrusted with aH 
his Secrets, and loaded with benefits ; but whether 
he is a Mohammedan or pagan in heart we are left 
to guess. How great soever his confidence in this 
ma&am may be, yet a white man and a Christian 
has far greater claims, he says, to his veneration ; 
and, as a proof of it, he would request of us a ** mighty 
speUy^ which he was convinced it was in our power 
uone to give. The virtue of it is to consist chiefly 
in making him successful in war. He hasa brother, 
he says, who is king of a neighbouring and power- 
ful state, with whom he has been at enmity for many 
years, and him he wishes to vanquish and bring un- 
der subjection, in order to *^ plant his foot upon his 
necih^ and reign in his stead. Of this brother, and 
of their father, the former king, he related to us the 
following story : — 

" The late King of Attd was a ferr powerful 

Vol, II.— P 
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prince^ and one of the most opulent, both as regarded 
money and slaves, that had ever been known in the 
whole country. His domestic slaves alone amoonted 
to five hundred ; and he had accumulated, by indus- 
try, care, and frugality, during a long life, as mudi 
money (cowries) as would fill seven or eight ordi- 
nary huts. The surrounding nations felt bjs influ- 
ence, and trembled at his power ; their rulers courted 
his friendship by voluntaury presents, and acknow- 
ledged his supremacy by humiliating concessions. 
The monarch concerned himself greatly in the in- 
ternal affairs and domestic pohcy of the kingdom of 
Funda, whose sovereigns he pulled down and set-up 
again whenever he was influenced ^y caprice, or 
spurred on by resentment. 

'^ Now it happened, at length, that this mighty 
king died, as alt great and httle sovereigns must do, 
and he was buried, after the custom of the comitryt 
with many pubhc honours, and with all his riches. 
His eldest son, who was a covetous, worldly-minded 
prince, succeeded him in his authority; but instead 
of enjoying the affluence of his venerable parent, he 
was not worth a single cowrie. The consciousness 
of his poverty, and the want of consideration and 
respect among his subjects, caused him to make 
many moral reflections on the use, value, and pur- 
poses of money with mankind, and the v penury and 
wretchedness which the want of* it generally occa- 
sioned. At length, harassed with doubts and per- 
plexities, he forgot all fiUal tenderness, and the re- 
spect which he owed to his father's memory, and 
came to the conclusion, that as the money which 
was buried was of no use whatever to the deceased 
in the next world, it would be both a charitable and 
praiseworthy deed to have it dug out of the earth, 
and put into circulation. And further, to prevent 
such good-for-nothing practices from being followed 
in future, he weuld sentence the body of his fath^ 
to leceiva a public punishment. Therefore, with 
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^8 resolution, he violated the sanctity of the grave, 
and commanded that the whole of its contents 
should be disinterred. This done he secured the 
money, and ordered his slaves to cutoff the head of 
the corpse, and expose it in a conspicuous situation, 
as a chastisement for the covetous disposition which 
his father had evinced while living ; for the heinous 
offence which he had consummated when d^g of 
desiring all his money to be interred with lum, and 
as a dreadful warning to the people. This want of 
piety in the new king, his unjustifiable and unnatu- 
ral action in dishonouring his father's body, and, 
above all, his contempt for a custom which time had 
rendered venerable, and which had been sanctioned 
by the concurrent voice of ages, made a silent, but 
deep impression on the minds of his subjects ; their 
feelings, which for a long while they had suppressed, 
broke out at length into passion, the spark was soon 
kindled into a flame, and a powerful party was soon 
formed to depose the impious prince. They placed 
his younger brother at their head, and a sanguinary 
civil war was the immediate' consequence. How- 
ever, they had suffered the propjer time to elapse, and 
the king was too firmly established to suffer much 
from their attempts ; tne rebels were routed in all 
quarters, and those who could not flee were put to 
the sword. The Chief of Damuggoo, our host, is 
the unsuccessful brother ; and the chief of Bocqu^ 
our friend, was one of his principal followers." This 
accounts for the unwillingness of the latter to sei^l 
a messenger with us to AUk, and the reasonable ap- 
prehensions which he entertained for his safety, 
which would certainly have been realized. 

Tuesdat/, November 2<i.— It is extremely mortify- 
ing and vexatious to reflect, that though we are so 
near our countrymen, and our journey's end, yet we 
are not suffered to go to them; and it is teasing to 
think that we are. constrained to bend to the will of 
a man who cannoi enter mto our fl^elings^nor share 
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our hopes and fears, and who delays us with bol-- 
low promises day after day^ Finding the market- 
people not yet returned from Bocqui» as we had been 
persuaded, we sent aa energetic message to the 
kinff, ihis mornings exiMressive of our determination 
to hazard every danger, rather than be detained 
longer at Damuggoo, and s^so to remind him of his 
solemn promise. This produced an immediate an* 
swer, thaty agreeably to our request, we should leave 
ihe town to-&y,' if we thought It safe to do so. For 
his own part, however, if this were to be our pur- 
pose, he could only send and protect us a day's jour- 
ney down the river, where resides the chief of a very^ 
large country, into whose hands he should be con- 
strained to deUver us; that this monarch would 
naturally expect a considerable present, and woul4 
he had no doubt, prolong our stay with him to severs, 
weeks. While, on the other hand, would we con- 
sent to wait two days longer for the return of his 
people, he should be enabled to forward us to Bomiy 
without touching at the above place, and indeed 
without calling at any important town whatever 
during the journey. In a choice of evils, we pre- 
ferred that which appeared to us the least, and there- 
fore resolved to wait here a day or two longer. The 
only circumstance which is capidile of reconciling 
us to our wretched abode is the continued civility, 
generomty, and tenderness of the chief. 

The streets of Damuggoo are so muddy, o#ing to 
the nature of the soil, and to the rains which have 
recently fallen, that we cannot step outside the door 
of our hut without exposing ourselves to the incon- 
venience of being covered with black, filthy mud, so 
that we are obliged to stay within from necessity. 
Our hut does not exceed six or seven feet in diame- 
ter, and withal it is so very dark and dismal, that we 
can see neither to read nor Write ; added to which 
we are invaded, from the first peep of mom till the 
dose of day, by a host of impooent fellows, who 
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plant themselves round the doorway, and in the pas- 
sage, like so many blocks of marble, and remain 
there in spite of us, to the utter exclusion of every 
particle of air. The chief, to whom we have made 
a grievous complaint, tells us seriously to " cut off 
their heads ;" but really we do not relish the idea of 
human heads, all so black and ghastly, tumbling 
down at our feet, and so we resort to a milder pun- 
ishment, but hitherto this has not been attended 
with any good e£fect. When evening comes, and 
the moon shines brilliantly above our heads, like sdl 
nature, we seek the comforts of repose ; but who 
can sleep when legions of mosquitoes come singing 
in your face, to tease and worry you without mercy I 
It is a fact, that the chief and his people are fre- 
quently driven, in the dead of night, to seek shelter 
from the attacks of these tormenting insects in the 
open air, or under the trees ; but we cannot resort to 
the same expedient, and are therefore obliged, be- 
cause "idleness is the parent of many vices," to 
employ the watchful hours of the night in slaugh- 
tering our inveterate persecutors, nor do we cease 
till morning dawns. 

Wednesday^ November 3d. — ^The inhabitants of this 
town dres!», generally speaking, in Manchester cot- 
tons (if a cloth conmied to the waist, and extending 
below the knee, may be styled a dress). The neat 
and becoming tobe or shirt of the interior is worn 
only by the lung and a few of the principal inhabit- 
ants. Indeed the people appear to h%ve Uttle com- 
munication with the natives of the more inland pro- 
Yinces, and we have found the progress of civiUza- 
tion to be rapidly diminishing the nearer we approach 
the coast. The women are fond of beads, but es- 
teem only the more costly kind ; these are the only 
personal decorations which they wear. Damuggoo is 
a considerably lar^e and populous town, but abomi- 
nably dirty : the huts are round, and constructed 
much alter the same manner as tiiose of Zagozhi, 
P3 
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being bnflt of mud and loam, strengthened and sup 
ported by props and ribs of wood. They have all, 
without exception, a poor, mean, and extremely 
wretched appearance. 

Those of the inhabitants who are not enjfaged in 
trading transactions em^doy themselves m culti- 
vating the soil. Yams and Indian com form, 
we b«heve, the principal, if not the only vegetable 
food of the poorer classes, and fhej rarely eat 
any thing else. The plantain, and banana are im- 
ported from a neighboming state; but these are 
beyond their reach, on account of expense; and 
form, in fact, with the exception of the cocoa* 
nut, the only fruits and vegetables with which they 
Beera to be acquainted. Rice, which is grown so 
generally, and in such abundance, almost in their 
immediate neighbourhood, they have never seen ; 
and as to the different kinds of grain, which are cul- 
tivated to a considerable extent so near as Fundi 
and Nouffie^ ^ey have either, no knowledge of 
them, or, whidi is more likely, they consider the la- 
hour which is required in their ctdture, and the at* 
tention which the rising crops would demand^ to 
counterbalance the good that might result to them- 
selves by the introduction into their country of dif- 
ferent varieties of com. Therefore, they confine 
their agricultural labours to cultivating maize, which 
is the hardiest of all grain, and the yam. The in- 
habitants of Damuggoo never saw a horse, nor have 
they the most distant idea of such an aniipal. Their 
domestic animals are the dog, the sheep, the goat, 
and the common fowl; the cow cannot be classed 
among the number. Goats and fowls are plentiful, 
but few sheep are to be seen ; and even tnese are 
greatly inferior to those of the more interior parts. 
Abundance of excellent fish are caught in the river, 
which compensates, in a great degree, for the 
scarcity of other animal food. 

The king paid us a visit this forenocm, dressed very 
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ippropriately in a handsome tobe of silk and cotton, 
of the manufacture of Nouffie. He repeated his as- 
surances that we shall leave to-morrow, and though 
the men are not yet returned from the market, yet 
they are confidently expected this evening. He be- 
haved with so much native politeness, and promised 
that we should be detained no longer with so much 
seriousness and a^[)parent sincerity, that we are in- 
duced to believe him. 

The Chief of Damuggoo, benevolent as are his 
looks, and dignified as is his deportment, is adways 
severe in his punishments; and is oftentimes so 
wantonly cruel as to deprive his subjects of their 
heads for very trifling offences. An information 
was this morning laid against a very respectable lad, 
who is nearly related to the king, if not actually his 
own son, for having purloined a piece of Manchester 
cotton from his sovereign. Deatn was instantly pro- 
nounced against the c;uq)rit after a confession of his 
crime, and the sentence was to have been carried 
into execution this evening ; but he implored us, in 
English, in the most piteous manner, to mtercede for 
his life, affirming, that if ail the inhabitants of the 
town were to come forward in his behalf, their re- 
monstrances and petitions would be unavailing, but 
that a white man's solicitation would be irresistible. 
At first we sent Pascoe to the chief, to express the 
obligation we should feel, if he would, on our ac- 
count, pardon tha delinquent, or at least commute 
his punishment to a severe flogging ; but the stem 
jad$;e was not to be moved from ms purpose by a 
messenffer; his answer was characteristic: — ^^^Tell 
the white men," said he, " that a black man's re- 
quest would be useless and vain, I would not grant 
him so considerable a favour; but if both, or either 
of them, will intercede in the boy's behalf, person- 
ally, and in a formal manner, I may perhaps be in- 
duced to forgive him." My brother accordingly took 
the hint, flattered the vanity of the chief by a per- 
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sonal applicatioi), and thus obtained the boy^s p^- 
don, and saved his life with little difficulty. The 
gratitude of the youth was apparently sincere. 

At ^ye in the afternoon the people returned from 
Bocqui market, and the chief sent* us word to be 
ready for leaving Damuggoo to-morrow ev ning. 
He continues to bd very kind to us, and has allowed 
us to want nothing which his village could supply. 
His people had been very unsuccessful in obtaining 
slaves, the demand for them having been so great 
that a few only were to be had. Their chief object 
had been to procure slaves, but they had also gone 
for other pui^ses of trade. 

Thursday, November 4th. — Our departure and future 
fate have occupied the whole attention of the chief 
and his pagan priests nearly all day. The feti^ 
which has been already made has proved unfavour- 
able, and in hopes of still fu;iding some signs of a 
propitious nature towards our proceeding to Bonny, 
and also to ascertain whether or not we are to pro- 
ceed on our voyage to-day, the chief and his priests 
have been diligently employed in consulting tne en- 
trails of fowls, but to both of these the omens were 
pronounced to be very inauspicious. Our determi- 
nation of departing, however, was not to be shaken 
by such means. 1^ the chief's own arrangement 
our people were to embark in the leaky canoe, with 
the heaviest of the luggage ; whereas my brother 
and I were to travel in one of hi% own canoes, and 
to take along with us whatever was of most conse- 
quence. To this regulation we could raise no plau- 
sible objection, because our old canoe had been par- 
tially repaired. 

A little after four in the afternoon we conveyed 
our luggage to the river-side, and proceeded to load 
our canoes. Long before five o'clock, every thing, 
on our parts, had been got in readiness for quitting 
the town, and we sat in the canoe till after sunset 
waiting the arrival of the boatmen, who did not seem 
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at all disposed to hurry themselres in making their ' 
appearance. We began at length to be wearied with 
anxiety, and impatient to be stirring. Hundreds of 
people had been gazing at us for a long while, many 
of whom had taken the pains to come from different 
parts of the town in boa^ for that purpose, aud the 
curiosity of all having been amply indulged, ^ey were 
moving off in all directions, so that we were almost 
deserted. The chief could not be spoken with, be- 
cause he was engaged in a religious rite with his 
nriests, and we were left for awhile to our own reflec- 
tions, which were far from being of the kindest nature. 

At length, when our uneasiness was at its height, 
we saw him coming towards us with a tram of fol- 
lowers. The mallam and all his principsd people 
were with him, bringing numerous jars of psdm 
wine. A mat was spread near the water-side, where- 
on the chief sat himself, and we were instantly de- 
sired to place ourselves one on each side of his per- 
son. The palm wine and some rum were then pro- 
duced ; and as we were about to take a long fare- 
well of our hospitable host, we drank of his offering, 
rather than give offence by a refusal. The palm 
wine curculated freely in the bowls, and the natives 
of the village, who witnessed all our proceedings 
with no little anxiety, seemed to be greatly delighted 
at seeing their chief and the priests so familiar with 
white men. Meanwhile several elephants' tu^s, and 
a number of slaves and goats, were put into the canoe 
as presents to the chief of Bonny. A fatted goat 
was given us as a parting gift, and a small decanter 
of rum was thrust in my brother's bosom as a cor- 
dial during the night. W^ drank and chatted away 
imtfl half-past six in the evening, when we sent Pas- 
coe on before us in charge of our old canoe, telling 
him that we should soon overtake him. 

To our ffreat mortification, we were unable to fol- 
low him till eight in the evening, being detained by 
another fetich ceremony. The Mohammedan pne«^ 
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then gave us the dim 
rnhror, a handsome s^ 
he begged of us to pr( 
then we arrse to take 
ing our acknowledgm 
heartiness for the cori 
had met with. Our o 
parted long before, anc 
into the chief's canoe, 
launched out into the i 
distance from the bai 
walked knee-deep int< 
prayer, after which th 
our canoe with each 
Damuggoo is a long i 
indeed by a coUectior 
tered along the weste: 

these, which is rather remote from the starting- 
place, a number of individuals leaped from the shore 
into the water, by the side of our canoe, and be^gan 
pattering about, in order to appease the anger of 
their deities, and ensure us a favourable voyage. 

The natives do every thin^ by halves ; on arriving' 
at the village, it was found that we had not taJcen a 
sufficient number of canoe-men for the occasion; 
and they loitered about the place, bawHng for assist- 
ance till they were joined by two companions. Every 
time the canoe stopped for any purpose, the canoe- 
men muttered some sentences in a low tone to the 
fetish, invoking the aid of their deity towards a safe 
passage. All having got into the canoe, we glided 
down the stream with delightful rapidity, without 
stopping anywhere, or meeting with furthMsr hinder- 
ances till midnight. The canoe-men entertained us 
with their native songs, keeping time with their pad- 
dies, and every thing contributed to render the pas- 
sage pleasant, had we not been uneasy at our canoe 
with Pascoe being so far before us, without any 
messenger or guide. Tliis made me determine not 
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to sesd liim on again without either my brother or 
self accompanying him. 

We are inclined to attribute the good reception 
we met with from the chief of Damuggoo entirely to 
the influence of the mallam. It is the character of 
the Noufiie people to speak in good terms of us 
wherever we have met with them, and it was no 
doubt the representation of this old man that ope* 
rated so powerfully in our favour with the chief. We 
regretted very much that we had nothing better to 
give him than a few needles for his services to us 
during our stay, as he hadbe^n our interpreter on all 
occasions. 

Friday^ November 6<A.— We continued on our way 
down the river until two in the morning, when we 
arrived at a halting-place, near a considerable village, 
the name of which we could not ascertain. Here 
our people landed to repose awhile unde^r the 
brancnes of trees, and await the coming of our own 
canoe, which we had not seen during the night. 
Our lodgings were very far from agreeable ; we were 
crammed comparatively, into a small canoe, with a 
dozen people as companions, besides a number of 
^ats, and six slaves, consistii^ of three women* 
two men, and a pretty little boy. Neither of these 
slaves seem to bestow a moment's regret on leaving 
their native country, though they know they are to 
be sold on the Coast, and conveyed to a foreign and 
distant land, if we may except a troublesome female, 
who' screamed by starts during the night ; but hei 
sorrow was evidently assumed, her object being to 
disturb her associates in misfortune, and give trouble 
to her keepers, rather than to give vent to her own 
feelings. The noise of this unsociable companion 
was silenced occasionally by a few hearty cuffs on 
the head by one of the canoe-men. It was impos- 
sible for the slaves to lie down, so they sat in the 
bottom of the canoe, with the goats, and there they 
slept soundly, though the water which was admitted 
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into ^6 canoe was contumacy washing and splafii- 
mg against their naked sides. The little boy above 
mentioned is intended as a present from the chief 
of Damuggoo to the king of Bonny ; he is not placed 
on a similar footing to his companions, but is treated 
with tenderness. The men and women slaves are 
fettered in the day-time, but their irons are taken 
off at night. These have been all free people ; bat 
having t^en found guilty of minor offences at Da- 
muggoo, they are sentenced to perpetual slavery and 
banishment. 

A market is to be held to-morrow in the village 
near which we are stopping, and several large canoes 
filled with peo{de and go<^ are lying alongside of 
us, for their owners to commence trafficking as soon 
as the morning shall dawn. Others are constantly 
arriving from various quarters for the same pmrpose, 
so that we are now (four in the morning) surrounded 
by a large squadron of native canoes. Ours^ with 
Pascoe and his coD^anions, has just entered the 
creek. It is a heavy and clumsy vessel, and there- 
fore greatly inferior to the light canoes of the natives. 
Pascoe told us he had hailed a great many canoes 
thinking they were ours, and we were so much 
pleased that he had not been stopped^ that we enter- 
tained a very good opinion of these people. 

The river has run in a westerly and south-west* 
erly direction to-day, with many windings. The 
breadth has varied from one to three or four miles, 
and the current has run very rapidly. The banks 
were loW and swampy, and covered with a thick 
underwood interspersed with palm trees. 

We endeavoured to c^tain a little rest, but foupd 
it quite impossibte, and at five in the mominff we 
arose wearied smd fatigued. The heavy dew whidi 
bad fallen wetted us com^detely thrcH^^h. At sun- 
rise I joined our people in the okl canoe, virhich con- 
tained the whole of our luggage, for the purpose of 
encouraging them to greater exertion, otherwise 
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Hiey -wodd not keep up with the men of Danmg^o, 
and might loiter behind and lose themselves ; and 
as my brother's canoe could easily overts&e me, I 
proceeded onwaCrd at five A. M., leaving him behind 
with the other. . . 

The village is famous for palm-oil, which it pro- 
daces in abundance, and the buyers of that com- 
modity were exceedingly numerous. The bank was 
lined with many hundreds of people whose curiosity 
to see a ^hite man was hrreidstible ; so that in order 
to prevent uiqdeasant cons^uences after I had left 
them, my brother's canoe-men, who had been en- 
gaged in purchasing provision^ pished off the shore 
between seven and eig^t in me morniafi^, and con- 
tinued down the river, following ny tra(£. 

1 had left cmetrunk and one. medicine-chest in my 
brother's canoe, and a couple of muskets, in case he 
might want them, and being very anxious to get 
down the river had started without breakfast, at 
which my people were very much dissatisfied. They 
complained of being tired very soon,* and asked for 
their breakfast I cheered them up all I could with 
the hopes of getting them on further before we 
stopped ; and, iSking the paddle myself, I set them the 
example in using it, at the saqie time singinji^ *' Rule 
Britannia" to .them, and telling them that in six or 
seven days we should reach the sea, when I would 
reward them all weU. This had the desired effect, 
and although I could not but thiok titat the poor fel* 
lows complained very justly, we 'continued on very 
pleasantly. 

At six A. M. we were passing rather close to a 
point in ^e liver, round which it takes an abrupt 
turn, and ihe current being very rajMd we were ear- 
ned into aa eddy belbre we were aware of it. It 
was with considerable difficulty that we got clear of 
it, hot had we ttmi two yaids neav^ to the shore 
our canoe would have been dashed into pieces. 
These daagers will always be ieivoidi^ by Uxe pn» 

Vol. II.— Q 
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caution of keeping in the middle of the river. M 
seven A. M. we saw a small river enter the Niger 
from the eastward, the banks of which, as well as 
those of the Niger, were elevated and fertile. Shortly 
after we observed a branch of the river running off 
to the westward, about the same size as that from 
the eastward. Qn the right bank of this river, 
close also to the bank of §ie Niger, we observed a 
large market, which I was informed is Kirree ; and 
that the river, flowing to the westward past it, runs 
to Benin. A great number of canoes were lying 
near the bank. They appeared to be very large, and 
had flags flying on Ipng bamboo canes. We took 
no notice of them, but passed on, and in a short 
time aiterward we saw about filfy canoes before us, 
coming up the river. They appeared to be veiy 
large and full of men, and the appearance of them 
at a distance was very pleasing. They had ea<^ 
three long bamboo canes, with flags iying from 
them, one fixed at each end of the canoe, and the 
other in the middle. As-we approached each other 
I observed the British Union flag in several, while 
others, which were white, had .figures on them 6f 
a man's leg^ chairs, tables, decanters, glasses, and all 
kinds of such devices. The people ' in them, who 
were very numerous, were dressed in European 
clothing, with the exception of trousers. 

I felt quite overjoyed by the sight of these people, 
more particularly so when I saw our flag and Euro^ 
pean apparel among them, and congratulated myself 
that they were from the seacoast. But all my food 
anticipations' Vanished in a moment as the first canoe 
met us. A great stout fe^w, of a most forbidding 
countenance, beckoned to me to come to him, birt 
seeing him and all his people so well armed I was 
not much inclined to trust myself among them, and 
paid no attention to him. The next moment I heaid 
the sound of a dram, and in an instant several men 
mounted a platform and levelled their muskAts at 
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xa. There was nothing to be done now but to obey 
as for running away it was out of the question, oar 
square loaded canoe was incapable of it; and to fig^ 
with fifty war canoes, for such we found them, con- 
taining each above forty people, most of whom were 
as weU armed as ourselves, would have been throw- 
ing away my own and my canoe-men's lives very 
foolishly. In addition to the muskets, each canoe 
had a long gun in its bow that would carry a shot 
•f four or six pounds, besides being provided with 
a good stodc of swords and boarding-pikes. 

By this time our canoes were side by side, and 
with astonishing rapidity our luggage 'found its way 
into those.of our opponents. -This mode of proceed- 
ing I did not relish at all; so as my gun was loaded 
with two balls and four slugs, I took dehberate aim 
at^he leader, and )ie would hav6 paid for his temerity 
with his life in one moment more, had not three of 
his people sprung on me and iorced the gun from 
my hands. My jacket and shoes were as quickly 
plundered from me^and observing some other fel- 
lows at the same time taking away Pascoe's wife, I 
lost all command over myself, and was determined 
to sell my life as dearly as I could. I encouraged 
my men to arm themselves with their paddles and 
defend themselves to the last. I instantly seized 
hold of Pasco^s wife, and with the assistance of 
another of my men dragged her from the fellow's 
grasp ; Pascoe at the same time levelled a blow at 
his 'head with one of our iron- wood paddles that 
aeat him reeling backwards, and we saw him no 
more. 

Our canoe having been so completely relieved of 
her cargo, which had consisted only of our luggage, 
we had plenty of room in lier for battle, and being 
«ach of us provided with a paddle, we determined, 
ts we had got clear of our adversary, to cut down 
tiie first fellow who should dare to board us. This 
Iras not attempted ; and as none of the other canoea 
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had offered to interfere, I was m hopes of finding 
some friends among them^ but at all events was.de* 
tennined to follow the people who had plundered us 
to the market, where they seemed to be going. We 
accordingly pulled after them as fast as we could. 
My men, now that the fray wasoTer» began to think 
of their forlorn condition. All their things were 
gone, and as they gave up aJU hopes of regaining 
lhem» or being able to revenge themselves on the 
robbers, they gave vent to their rage in' tears and 
execrations. I desired them to be quiet, and en^^ 
deavoured all in my power to pacify them by telling 
them that if we were spared to reach the sea in 
safety, I would pay them Ibr every thing they had 
lost 

We were following the canoe that had attacked us 
as fast as we possibly could to- regain our things, ^if 
possible, when some people hailed us from a large 
canoe, which I lound afterward belonged to the 
New Calebar river* One of the j)eople, who was 

e» called < 



r a person of consequence^ called out lustily 
to me, *' Holloa, white man, you French, you Eng- 
]i9h ?" — ^'^ Yes, English,*^ Lans wered him immediately. 
**Come here in my canoe,^ he 8aid,and our two canae» 
approached each other, rapidly. , I' accordingly got 
into his canoe, and he put three of his men into mine 
to assist in pulling her to the market; The people 
of the canoe treated me with much kindness, and 
the chief of her who had hailed me gfave me a glass 
of nun. There were several females aiso in the 
canoe, who appeared to t^e a great deal of inteiiesi, 
in my safety. 

On looking aroond me I now observed my brother 
coming towards us in the Damuggoo canoe, and the 
same villain who had plundered me was the first to 
pursue him. As we had been absent from each other - 
all the morning, and the foregoing transactions oi^y. 
relate to m3^1f; th^, following narrative of my br<K 
tbeffl will give ike reader an account cX his procei^^/ 
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Ings to the time I saw him, and tbe disaster which 
soon after followed. 

" My brother left the village nearly two hours be- 
fore me, and therefore he was far in advance when 
the Damuggoo canoe, in which I had remained, was 

gushed off the land. Wishing to overtake him, for 
e had no guide, the men exerted themselves won- 
derfully to make amends for the time which they had 
trifled aws^, and it was really astonishing to see the 
rapidity with which the canoe was impeued through 
the water. 

'* The morning Was cool, serene, and delightful, and 
the sun had just emerged from* a mass of dense 
clouds, which were fringed with a silvery light. On 
each side of the river, gentle and undulating hil^ 
rose one behind the other, covered with venkure, and 
here and there varied by groves of dark green trees, 
which served to render tl^ prospect yet more agrees 
able* The smooth, transparent surface of the river, 
disturbed only by the motions of our paddles, so 
calm, so peaceful in its gentle course, renected with 
iinerrihg truth the enchanting landscape from either 
side, and lent its friendly ai^ to hasten us to our long- 
wished-for destination. 

"After we had been in the canoe perhaps an hour, 
one of the* men who happened to be standing in the 
bow fancied that he could deecry, in another canoe, 
then at a considerable distance before us, a sheep 
md goat which my brother had taken away with 
him in the morning. All doubt as to the identity of 
the animals having been removed frpm his own mind 
and those of his companions, — ^though for my own 
part I must own that my vision was not near ke«n 
enough to allow me to agree with them in opinion, 
— we gave chase to the suspected canoe. The men 
GRunmonei^ all their resolution and strength to tl» 
task, and, like an ^arrow from a bow, our narrow 
vessel darted through the water. We gained rapidly 
oa the cbase^and the people, perceiving our oljecl 
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and mittrnsting our intentions, kept near the nhcr^f 
and laboured hard to get away from us. They then 
entered a branch of the river which was ranning to 
the south-west, and sheltered themselves among a 
number of c«ioes that were lying alongside a ku-ge 
market-place, i^ituatedon the right bank. 

^ This didnot damp 1^ spirit of our men, or deter 
tiiem fjKjm following the pursued: we succeeded in 
diseoyering their hiding-place ; and al length, after 
much wrangling and many tlirefU;s, the robbers (for 
such they proved to be) were compelled to restore 
the anihials. But how my brother could have suf- 
fered two men to phmdei; his canoe puzzled me 
exceedingly, and I wais totally at a loss to account 
for it. . Nothing could exceed my surprise, on ap- 
proaching the market, to observe, asi. I tiAmght, large 
European flags, a^ed to poles^ and waving over 
almost every canoe that was there. On a' closer 
examination I discovered them to be imitations only, 
though l^ey were executed with uncommon skill: and 
neatness. British colours apparently ,were the most 
pevalent, and among these the Union flag seemed to 
be the general favourite. Nor did my* former sur- 
prise diminish in the least when I landed, on finding 
that the market-people were clad in European appa- 
rel, though, with the odd fancy which is remarkable 
among Indisms who h^v^ any intercourse with 
Europeans, none of them were dressed in a com- 
pete salt of clothes* One wore a hat only, with a 
Manchester cotton, tied round his waist, another a 
shirt, another a japket, iee. As aU natives, witli the 
exception of Mugs, are forbidden by law to wear 
trousers, a common pocket hauidketchief was gene- 
rally substituted for that article of dress. The 
multitude formed the most motley group that we 
have ever seen; nothing on earth could be more 
grotesque or ridiculous. Many of the men had a 
amitttering of the English and French tongues. 

*<nie..Qbject.for which we had stepped at th»' 
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market having been eflfected to our satisfaction, we 
pulled out again into the main body of the river, and 
here we saw several canoes of amazing size comlhg 
towards ns from the southward. TotaUy unsus* 
picious of danger of any kind from this quarter^ 
astonishment at such a sight was th.e only emotion 
that entered my mind; and we resolved to pass in 
the midst of these canoes, that we mi^t more con 
veniently look on each side of ns, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they contained any tlung be* 
longing to us. At the next moment anot^ squadron 
of the same description of vessels^came in sight, in 
one of which I could discover my brother by his 
white shirt, ahd I fancied that he was returning to 
demand restitution of the animals of which be had 
been plundered, therefore I ertill felt perfectly easy in 
my mind. "^ 

"When we drew nearer, it was a^jarent that 
these were all war-carfoes, of xnrbdigious dimensicms ; 
immense flags of various colours were displayed in 
them, a six-pounder was lashed to the bow of each; 
andihey were filled with women, and children, and 
armed njen, whose w^ap6ns were in their hands. 
Such was their size, that each of them was paddled 
by nearly forty people. In pursuance of our ar- 
rangement, we passed throngh the midst of thenn 
but could S0e nothing; and we had advanced a few 
yards, when on looking behind us, we discovered 
that the war-canoes had been turned Tound, and 
were swiftly pursuing us. Appearances were hos* 
tile ; the apprehension of danger suddenly dashed 
across my mind; we endeavoured and struggled 
hard to escape ; but fear had taken possessioti of the 
minds of my companions, and as they were unable 
to exert themselves we did not get on : all was vain* 
Our canoe was overtaken in a moment, and nearly 
sent under water by the violence with which her 
pursuer dashed against her; a second crash threw 
two or three of the Damuggoo peoide overboard 
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and by the shoek of the third she capsized and sunk. 
All this seemed the work of enchantment, so quickly 
did events succeed each other; yet, in this interval, 
a couple of ill-looking fellows had jumped into our 
canoe, and in the coSfosion which prevailed, began 
emptying it of its contents with astonishing cele- 
rity. 

" On finding myself in the water, my first ca^e was, 
very naturally, to ^et out again^ and therefore looking 
round on a hundrisd ^ruffians, in whose countenances I 
could discern not e single trace of gentleness or pity^ 
I swam to a large canoe, apart from the others, m 
which I observed two females and some little ones, 
•^for in their breasts, thought I, compassion and 
tenderness must surely dwell. Perceiving my design, 
a sturdy man of gigantic stature, such as little chil- 
dren dream of, black as a coal, and with a most 
hideous countenance, suddenly sprang towards me, 
and stooping down, he laid hold of my arm, and 
snatched me with a violent jerk out of the water, 
letting me fall like a log into the canoe, without 
speakmg a word. 

H soon recovered, and sat v^ with my companions, 
the women and children, and discovered them wiping 
tears from their faces. In momentary expectation 
of a barbarous and painfi:il death, ' for what else,' 
said I to myself, * can all this lead to ?' the scene 
around me produced little impression i^)on my mind ; 
my thoughts were wandering far away, and this day 
I thought was to be my last. I was meditating in 
this manner, heedless of all that was going on around 
me, and reckless of what came next, when I looked 
up and saw my brother at a httle distance, gazing 
steadfastly upon me ; when he saw that I observed 
him, he held ctp his arm with a sorrowM look, and 
pointed his finger to the skies. ! how distinctiy 
and eloquently were all the emotions of his soul at 
that moment de^Hcted in his countenance 1 Who 
ccrald. not. understand him? He would have saia» 
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* TixBrt in God !» I was touched with grief. Thoughts 
of home and friends rushed upon my mind, and ^most 
overpoweied me. My heart hovered over the scenes 
of infancy and boyhood. O how vividly did early 
impressions return to my soul ! But such feehngs 
could be indulged only for a moment. Recollecting 
mys^, I bade them, as I thought, an everlasting 
acQeu ; and weaning my heart and thoughts from aH 
worldly associations, with fervour I invoked the God 
of my life^ before whose awful throne I imagined we 
should shortly appear, for fortitude and consG^ation 
in the hour t)f trial. .IM^ heart became subdued and 
softened ; my mind regained its serenity and eom-i 
posure; and though th^e was nothing but tumulU 
and distraction without, within all was tranquillity 
and resignation. 

*^ On account of the eagerness and anxiety witli 
which every one endeavoured to get near us in order 
to share the expected plunder, and tiie concision 
which prevailed in ccmsequence, many of the war 
oanoes clashedagainst each other with such violence^ 
that three or four, of them were iipset at one time, 
and -the scene ifrfiich ensued baffles all description. 
Men, women, and children, clinging to tiieir floating 
property, were struggling in the river, and screaming 
and crying out as loud as they were sible, to be liaveS 
firom drowning. Those that were more fortunate 
were beating &eir countrymen off fhHn getting inta 
^eir canpes, by striking their heads and hands with 
paddles, as they laid hold of the sides and nearly 
upset them. When the noise and disorder had in 
some measure ceased, my brother^s canoe and that 
which I was in wei^e by the side of each other, «nd 
he instantly took his shirt from his back and threw 
it o>ver me, for I was naked. I then stepped into his 
canoe ; for, whatever might be our fkte, it woidd be a 
mournful kind of {Pleasure to comfort and console 
one another in the hour of trial and suffering. But 
I tad BO sooner done so^than I was dragged baoltf 
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igainbgr a powerfol ann, wMch I could not resist, 
and commanded by furious gestures to sit still on 
my peril. 

^ Unwilling to aggravate our condition by obsti- 
nacy or bra^^ulo, wmdi would have been vain and 
ridiculous, I made no reply* but did as I was desired, 
and sileqtly watcked the motions of our keepers. 
Now there were still other canoes passing by on 
their way to the market-place, and amon^ them was 
one of extraordinary size. Fancjring it to be neu- 
tral, and hoping to make a diversion in our favour, 
I beckoned to those who were in it,, and saluted 
them in the most frieiidly manner. But their savage 
bosoms were impenetrable to feeling:. Surely th6y 
are destitute of all the amiable charities of life. I 
almost doubted whether they were < human beings. 
Their hideons features were darkened by a terrible 
scowl ; they mocked me, clapped their hands, and 
thumped upon a sullen drum ; then with, a loud and 
scornful laugh, the barbarians dashed their paddies 
into the water and went their way. This was a 
severe mortification; I felt confused andabai^ed; 
and my heart seemed to shrink within itself. I 
made no more such trials." 

Seeing my brother swimming in the river, and 
people chnging on to what they could, I endeav- 
oured all in my power to induce the people of my 
canoe to go to him. But all I could do waa in 
vain. Fearing that those in the water might upset 
the canoe by getting into her, or that die woidd be 
overloaded with them, they kept aloof and let them 
take their chance. My feelings at that moment 
were not to be described; I saw my brother nearly 
exhausted, and could render him no assistance, in 
addition to our luggage being plundered and sunk ; 
and I had just formed the resolution of jumping into 
the water after him when I saw him picked up. 

The canoes near me, as well as mine, hastened 
to a small sand island in the river, at a ^ort dia« 
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tance from the market, and my brother arrked soon 
afterward. In a short time the Damuggoo people 
made their appearance, and also the Chief of Sonny's 
messenger, having hke ourselves lost every thing 
they had of their own property as well as their mas- 
ter's. This was in consequence of the confusion 
which had taken place ; for these people, no doubt, 
had they been recognised, would not have been mo- 
lested. We were all obUged to remain in our respec- 
tive canoes, and made rather a sorry appearance in 
consequence of the treatment we had received, which 
was increased by the tears and lamentations of our 
own canoe-men, as well as those of Damuggoo, 
and neither my brother nor myself were in a condi- 
tion to offer them any consolation. 

We had been laying at the island ; but now the 
war-canoes were aU formed into a line and paddled 
into the market-place before alluded to, which is 
called Kirreey and which hkewise- was the place of 
their destination. Here we were informed that a 
palaver Would be held, to take the -^hole affair into 
consideration ; and about ten in the morning a mul- 
titude of men landed from the canoes, to ** hold a 
council of war," if it may be so termed. For our 
parts we were not suffered to go on shore ; but 
constrained to remain in the canoes, without a 
covering for the head, and exposed to the heat of a 
burning sun. A person in a Mohammedan dress, who 
we learned afterward was a native of a place near 
Funda, came to us, and endeavoured to cheer us, by 
sa3ring that our hearts must not be sore,— that at 
the pS^ver which would be held, we had plenty of 
friends to speak for us. That all the people in the 
Mohammedan dresses who had come from Funda to 
attend the market were our friends, besides a great 
number of females who were well dressed in silk 
of different oolours. These women wore large 
wory anklets of about four or five pounds weight, 
wad hracelets of the same material, but not so 



d by Google 



lit SEARCfi- roft OVtL «)0D8. 

large. About twenty canoes fall of Damiiggoo 
people had arrived from the various towns near Da- 
muggoo. These persons, having heard how we had 
been treated, also beeame our friends, so that we 
now began to think there was a chance of our es- 
caping, and this intelligence put m into better spirits. 

A snort time before noon, the rivjer being pretty 
clear> several guns were fired as a. signal for all the 
canoes to repair to the poarket and attend the pa^ 
layer. Eager to learn the result of the discussioo 
at the assembly, in which we were so intimately 
concerned, but without the means of gainmg aiqr 
intelligence, we passed the hours in fearful suspense, 
yielding by turns to the pleasing illusions of hope, 
and the gloomy forebodings of despair* 

The heat of the sun, to which Ve were exposed, 
was excessive, and having no shirt on even to pn>- 
tect my shoulders from the scorching rays, I coi»> 
trived to borrow an old cloth from one of t^ canoe- 
men, who sp(Ae a little EngUsh. * Some of the 
market-women came down to our canoe, and looked 
on us with much concern and pity, spreading their 
hands out, as much as to* say, God nas saved you 
from a cruel death. They then jetired, and in a 
few minutes afterward returned, bringing with them 
a bunch of plantains and two cocoanuts. tthis was 
an acceptable offering, and we gladly took it and 
divided it among our people smd ourselves. 

A stir was now made in the market, and a search 
commenced through all the canoes for our goods, 
some of which were foitod, although the greater 
part of them were at the bottom of the river. These 
were landed and placed in the middle of the market- 
place. We were n6w invited by the mallams to 
land, and told to look at our goo48 and see if they 
were all there. To my great i|(atiitfaction I imme* 
diately recognised the box containing our books, 
and one of my brother's journals. The medicine^ 
chest was by its side, but both were filled with 
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waier. A hur^ carpet bag, contalhfng all onr wear- 
ing apparel, was lying cut open, and deprived of its 
contents, with the exception of a shirt, a pair of trou- 
sers, and a waistcoat. Many valuable articles 
which it had contained were gone. The whole of 
my journal, with the exception of a note-book with 
remarks from Rabba to this place, was lost. Four 
ffuns, one of which had been the property of the 
late Mr. Park, four cutlasses, and two pistols were 
f^one. Nine elephant's tusks, the finest I had. seen 
in the country, which had been given me by the 
Kings of Wowow and Booss^, a quantity of ostrich 
feathers, some handsome leopard-skins, a great va- 
riety of seeds, all our buttons, cowries, and needles, 
which were necessary for us to purchase provisions 
with, — all were missing, and said to have been sunk 
in the river. The two boxes and the bag were all 
that could be found. 

We had been desired to seat ourselves, which, as 
soon as we had done, a dircle gathered round us, 
and began questioning us ; but at that moment the 
sound of screams and the clashing of arms reached 
the spot; and the multitude, catching fire at the 
noise, drew their swords, and leaving us to our- 
selves they rah away to the place whence it pro- 
ceeded. The poor women were hurrying with tneir 
little property towards the river from all directions, 
and imagining that we ourselves might be trampled 
under foot, were we to remain longer sitthig on the 
ground, we joined the flying fugitives, and all rush- 
ing into the water, sprang into canoes, and pushed 
<^ the land, whither our pursuers dared not follow 
us. The origin of all this was a desire for more 
plunder on the part of the Eboe people. Seeing the 
few things of ours m the market-place which had been 
taken from their canoes, they made a rush to the 
place to recover them. The natives, who w6re 
Kirree people, stood ready for them, armed with 
swards, daggers, and guns ; and the savage Eboes, 

Vol. II.— R 
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finding themselves foiled in the attempt, retreatad 
to their canoes without risking an attack, although 
we fully expected to have been spectators of a 
furious and bloody battle. The noise and uproar 
which this produced were dreadful, and beyond all 
description. 

This after all was a fortunate circumstance, inas- 
much as my brother and I, having unconsciously 
jumped into tfie same canoe,, found ourselves in each 
other's company, and were thus afforded, for a 
short time at least, the pleasure of conversing with- 
out interruption ; and he then related to me all that 
had happened to him since the morning. Like me, 
he had no fpresight of .mischief, or apprehensions 
of danger, and therefore he took no means whatever 
of shunning the immense canoes which he perceived 
were approaching him with their large flags. But, 
on the contrary, these striking and uncommon ap- 
pendages, to which neither of us' had been accus^ 
tomed, served to excite 'his curiosity and win his 
admiration rather than awaken any. fear or su^icion 
of danger. 

The palaver not having yet concluded, we had 
full leisure to contemplate the scene around us. 
We had moored a little way from the banks of the 
'river : in front of us was the market-place, which 
was crammed with people, from all parts of the 
neighbouring^ country, of different tribes, — a great 
multitude of wild men, of ferocious^ aspect, and 
savage uncouth manners. To these belonged the 
choice, cither of giving us life and liberty, or doom- 
ing us to slavery and death. In the latterydetermi- 
nation their minds might be swayed by suspicion 
' or caprice, or influenced by hatred ; in the former 
Ihey might be guided by the hopes of gain, or biassed 
by the fears of punishment, — for many of them had 
come from the seacoast, and such an adventure as 
ours could not long remain concealed from the 
knavledge q£ our countrymen. The shore for a 
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dolours of various European nations waving from 
long poles, which were fastened to the seats. Sev- 
eral o^ these had as msnj as three flags in each ; 
they were all of immense size, and fringed with blue 
cotton (baft) cut into scallops. Besides these there 
were others of the strangest and most grotesque pat- 
terns, such as representations of wild beasts, men's 
legs, wine glasses, decanters, and things of still 
more whimsical shapes. Whence the barbarians 
procured these emblematical banflers we cannot 
tell ; but we understand that each tribe has its own 
peculiar fla^, which are unfarled whenever they 
undertake any enterprise of importance. Canoes 
were likewise stationed near an island or sandbank 
in the middle of the river, which we considered to 
be neutral, as their owners did not seem to interfere 
with the proceedings of the day. But there hap- 
pened to be among the savages a few well-dressed 
Mohammedan priests. Who h2d.come late to the mar- 
ket from the northward. These were decidedly 
our friends. Many times they blessed us with 
uplifted hands and compassionate countenances, ex- 
claiming " Alia StUlikee r (God is King !) Nor did 
they confine themselves to simple expressions of 
pity or concern ; but, as we subseqilently learned, 
they joined^ the assembly, and spoke in our favour 
with warmth 'and energy, taxing those who had 
assaulted ns with coWarditoe» ciiielty, and wrong, 
and proposing to have them 'beheaded on the spot 
as a just punishment for their crime. This was ^ 
bold language, but it produced' a salutary effect on 
the minds of the hearers. 

The women and children took charge of the c»* 
noes while their husbands and fathers weve on skoret 
From the former we received little presents of ba* 
nanas and cocoanuts, which were our only fbod ' 
during the day, but with the latter we had little comi*. 
monication. Both men and women wojEeimnaiBial;^ 
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Uurge ivory rings on their le^ and armf> which vtmn 
at feast an inch in thickness^ and six inches in depth ; 
and these ornaments were so heavy and incon- 
vement» that when the females walked, they ap- 
peared the. most awkward and ungraceful creatures 
m the world ; in fact they could not walk without 
producing a collision of these^unwieldly rings. The 
women's necks and bosoms were likewise decorated 
with strings of coral and ether beads, but their dress 
was confined to apiece of figured cotton, encircling 
the waists and extending ha&way down the leg. 

At about three in the afternoon we were ordered 
to return to the small island, from.whence we had 
come, and the setting of the sun being the signal for 
the council to dissolve, we were-again sent for to thp 
market The people had been engaged in delibera- 
tion and discussion during the whole of the day, and 
with throbbing hearts we received their resolution in 
nearly the following words : — '* That the king of the 
country being absent, they had taken upon thenaselves 
to consider Uie occurrence which had taken place in 
the morning, and to ^ve judgment accordingly. 
Those of our things which had been saved from the 
water should be restored to us, and the person that 
had first commenced the attack <»i my brother should 
lose hi^ head, as a just retribution for his ofience, 
having acted without his chiefs permission; that 
with regard to us, we must consider ourselves as 
prisoners, and consent to be conducted on the foU 
lowing morning to (Mm, kinff of the Ebpe country, 
before whom wo should uiMergo an exainination, 
and whose will and pleasui^ ooncevning our persons 
would then be exf^lained." We received the inttelli- 

genee with feelings of rapture, and with bursting 
earts we offered up thanks to our Divine Creator 
for his signal preservation of us throughout this dis- 
astrous day. 

It was, perhaps, fortunate for us that we had bo 
article of valuo which ihe natives were at all solicits 
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0118 about ; and to this circumstance, added to the 
envy of those who had joined in the conquest, but 
-who had not shared the plunder, may chiefly be at- 
tributed, under Providence, the preservation of our 
lives. Our medicine-chest, and a trunk containing 
books, &c., which were all spoiled by the water, 
were subsequently restored to us ; but our wearing 
apparel, Mr. Park's double-barreUed gun, the loss of 
which we particularly regretted, and all our muskets, 
swords, and pistols, with those of our men, were 
sunk or missing. We likewise lost the elephant's 
teeth given us by the kings of Boossk and Wowow, 
a few n^ktural^^uriosities, our compass and thermom- 
eters, my own journal, my brother's memorandum, 
note, and sketch-books, with a small part of his journal 
and other boosts which were open in the canoe, be- 
sides aU our cowries and needles, so that we are left 
completely destitute, to the mercy of we know not 
whom. 

The object of tiie barbarians in coming «o far from 
hoipe was never correctly explained to us; but we 
have BO doubt that it was from motives of punder, 
which had our party been larger was to have been 
carried into effect jon an extensive scale. But the 
capture of two white men, supposed to have valuable 
goods with them, seems to have disconcerted all 
their plans for the present by producing division and 
distrust among <them. However, it was apparent to 
us that all these savage warriors had left their country 
not only to plunder whatever.might happen to fall in 
their way, but Ukewise to attend two or three markets 
near Kirree^ for the purpose of trading with the na- 
tives whenever they might fancy themselves not suf- 
£ciently powerfiil to take away their property with- 
out fighting and bloodshed. For this purpose they 
inrere amply furnished with various commodities, 
such as powder, muskets, cutlasses, knives, cotton 
cdbthSy earthenware, skins of wild animals, mats, 
aweet potatoes^ casaada roc^ and a very lai^ kind 
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of straw hat which they would exohan^ for skfefl^ 
Itory, yams, 9M palm-oil. It was evident also at 
Kirree that more than one par^ of these robbers 
had made several attempts at pkinder, and it was 
equally notorious that they had been many times re- 
pulsed. Hence the dreadful screaming at the market, 
and the state of hurry, tumult, and uarm that pre- 
vailed therein during the whole of the day. 

In the eveniog, ¥%en every thing was (juiet, fires 
were kindled in. all the canoes for dressmg provi- 
sions, and there being a vast nuniber'of them, the 
Niger was illuminated by streams of yellow Hght, 
wluch produced a Mghly romantic but melancholy 
efi^t. It was a time fitted for adoration and thanks- 

S'lving to the beneficent Creator and Monarch of all. 
ut, alas ! how few hereabouts are bending the knee 
to him ; how few are lifting up their hearts to his 
mercy-seat ! 

The Kirree people are' a 8avage4ooking race. 
They are amazinffly strong and athletic, and are also 
well-proportioned. Their only clothing is the skin 
either of a leopard or tiger fastened sound their 
waist Their hair is plaited, and jdastered vnth red 
day in abundance, and theur face is fuH of incisions 
in every part of it; these are cut into the fiesh so as 
to produce deep/nrrows, each incision beiqg about a 
quarter of an inch long, and died with indigo. It is 
scarcely possible to make out a feature of their face, 
and I have never seen Indians more disfigured. The 
Eboe women have handsome features, and we could 
not help thinking it a pity that such savage-looking 
fellows as the men shouid be blessed wi& so han£ 
some a race of females. T^e mark of the Eboe 
people is the i>oint of an arrow pricked in each tem- 
ple, the end bein^ next to the eye. We are informed 
that the leading man, who commanded the first 
canoe that attackea us in the river this nM>niing, is 
confined in douUe irons, and condemned to die l^ 
the pe(^ who are Mends at this place. It is said 
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they have taken our treaitment up with 80 much de- 
tennination to do us justice, that if the king of Ehoe, 
whose subject he is, refuses to put him to death, tto 
more of his canoes will be allowed to come to this 
country to trade. His wives have been crying rouad 
him arul making great lamentation* 

About seven in the evenir^g large heavy oloudk, 
ascending from the horizon, covert the stars like a 
shroud; a total darkness prevailed, and we were 
presently visited by a storm, which generally follows 
a very^sultry day ; but although it was violent, it was 
short. The rain descended in torrents, the wind 
howled through the trees, and all the fires were ex- 
tinguished in a moment. Our canoe was half filled 
with water, and ourselves completely drenched ; but 
notwithstanding these inconveniencies and discour- 
agements, we lay down as well as we could to sleep 
tUl morning, for nature was wearied out with a long 
day of anxiety and fatigue. 



CftAPTER XIX. , 

Depaitnre fVom ^irree— Method of Trading— Ctjaracter of the Natl, vol 
—An unhappy SlaTe— Soperstitions of the Canoe-men respectingjhe 
TraTellers— Stopped by Fog—Pass through a Lake— Arrival at Bboo 
Town—The King's Palace— -Detoeription of King Obie— Interview 
^ "With him— TheEboe PeopIe^Trade of Bboe Town— Disputes of the 
' Natives respecting the Trayellers— Decision of King Obie respecting 
them— Their DisappointuMUt— An Eboe Lady— Arraagements fbr 
leaving Eboe. 

Saturday^ November GfA.— My brother felt quite 
feverish this morning, and I was very unwell, yet we 
had nothing to eat, nor any thing to purchase it with. 
At sunrise our canoe was taken ixoxa before Kirree 
market-place, to the little sandbank or island in the 
middle of the river, where we waited till nine o'clock 
for the coming of two war-caaoeS| which it had beei^ 
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resolved should convoy us to the Eboe coim^ 
which we understand is situated three days' journey 
hence down the Niger. A head-man from one of 
them stepped into ours, though as it was we had 
scarcely room enough to move a limb. The sunken 
canoe had been got up again ; the pamuggoo people 
had JiEegained their slaves, having lost only cloth and 
ivory, for which they are told they wiU be recom- 
pensed by the king of the Eboe country on arriving 
there ; so that this circumstance seemed to have re- 
vived their hopes a httle, and to have inspired them 
with fiesh life and spirits, which one could scarcely 
expect from individuals that had so recently been 
half drowned, beaten, and otherwise ill-used. Never- 
theless, though our loss ,far exceeded theirs, we were 
as cheerful as they. . Our -minds ha4 been relieved 
from a painful state of • anxiety ; we now looked for- 
ward to our journey down the river with the most 
pleasing anticipations ; and even in our forlorn con- 
dition we profited by the lesson we had received, and 
rejoiced that our situation was no worse. Our 
thoughts were once more turned on home; we 
quickly resumed our former cheerfulness ; the ^esh- 
ness of the morning gave us new vigour, and we ar- 
dently wished to, set out. ' . 

At seven in the morning we bade adieu to Kirree, 
the scene of all our sorrows, accompanied by six 
large war-canods, and again took our station wiA 
the Damuggoo people. The canoe once more darted 
along at a great rate, the men, as they, applied their 
whole strength to their paddles, gave us a song of 
their country, which seemed to animate them to Still 
greater exertion. Our minds were well prepared to 
enjoy it ; and in no part of the country have we 
listened to a native song with so much pleasure and 
gratification. 

At nine in the morning we passed two beautiful 
islands, not far from the place where we had been at- 
tacked. These were uninhabited and nearly in the 
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middle of the river, which, is about thtee miles broad* 
The direction of it seemed to be about south-west, 
or rather more westerly, but having lost our com- 
pass with the resj; of our things yesterday, we are 
now quite at a loss for the direction of the river, and 
can only form an opinion from the place of the sun. 
At intervals of two or three miles we observed large 
towns and villages on the banks, which at a short 
distance from the river became high. Our' canoe 
people being afraid, I suppose, of the inhabitants, 
and perhapis being at war with them, would not go 
near them, although they were in want of yams. 

At eleven A. M. the people laid in their {m^es, 
and allowed the canoe to drift down the river, while 
they took their breakfast. 

Besides our convoy, we had a sumpter-kianoe in 
company, belonging to the Eboe people, from which 
the others were supplied with curessed provisions. 
For our own part; we had neither money nor needles, 
nor indeed any tbingto purchase a meal; andkhow* 
ing this to be the case, our sable guardians neglected 
to take into consideration the state of our stomachs. 
However, we felt rio very strong inclination to' join 
them in their repast, though on f one occasion we 
were invited to do so, for we felt an invincible dis- 
gust to it, from the filthy manner in which it had 
been prepared. Yamis were first boiled, and then 
skinned and mashed into a paste, with the ,addi1ion 
of a little water, by hands that were fkr from being 
clean. As this part of tho business re<][uirers great 
personal exertion, the man on whom it devolved 
perspired very copiously, and.the consequences may 
easily be guessed at. This was the reason for the 
unconquerable aversion we felt to partake of their 
food. The natives, however, are not equally squeam- 
ish about such trifles, and compassionate our want 
of taste in not rehshing their savoury banquet. With 
their 3rams they generally have a little fish, either 
imoked and dried, or iresh from the stream : but cm . 
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yery particular occadona, instead of fiah^ a young 
kid^ roasted with its skin and hair, is substituted. & 
eating, they use the fingers only, and everyone dips 
his hand into the same dish. This custom is univer- 
sal. It is the same among the Moors in Barbary, 
and the Arabs and Mohammedans in India, and per- 
haps in many other countries in the world. 

Had it not been for the above filthy method of 
preparing their repast, we should not have hesitated 
m joining them, having eaten nothing either to-day or 
yesterday but a small piece of a banana. Half an 
hour was thus passed, when the men took their 
paddles again, and the canoes moved on at a swift 
rate. The river became more winding in its course, 
and the bsmks were covered with large trees which 
hoiig over the water. 

At four in the afternoon we halted to purchase 
yams at a town on the bank of the river, which was 
nearly hid from our sight amid the trees and thick 
underwood. The canoes having reached the bank, 
five of tl)e canoe-men landed well armed, and pro- 
ceeded to the town. They had been absent an hour, 
wheA they again made their appearance, followed 
by a great many, people carryinz bundles. They 
were also accompanied by one old woman, who a^)- 
peared to be a person of consequende. It appeals 
that the natives in this part of the river are such 
outrageous and lawless fellows, that they are mis- 
trustful of eaqh othei^ even in the smallest communi- 
cation, and We had an opportunity of seeing how far 
this was carried. 

The object of our visit was to purchase yams, and 
our people had succeecled in getting the villagers io 
bring some down to the canoes. These people, how- 
ever, had armed themselves either with a gun or 
sword as well as our own, and had no women among 
them excepting the old one above mentioned. Hav- 
ing arrived at the bank of the river, the old woman 
directed all the yams to be placed in a row before 
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our people, and in distinct or separate bundles, and 
the owners to retire to a short distance, which order 
was implicitly obeyed. The purchaser now inspected 
the bundles, and having selected one to his satisfac* 
tion,^hich might contain the finest yam^, placed 
what he' considered to be its value by the side of it, 
consisting of cloth, flints, &c. The old lady, looking 
on all the time, if in her opinion it was sufficient to 
give, takes up the cloth and gives it to the owner of 
the bundle, and the purchaser likewise takes- away 
the yams. But on the contrary, if the cloth, or 
whatever was thus offered by the purchaser, is not 
considered sufilcient by the old woman, she allows 
it to remain a short time t© give him an opportunity 
of adding something else to his offer. If this were 
not done, the owner of the yams was directed by 
the old woman to take them and move them back 
out of the way, leaving what had been offered for 
them to be taken away also. All this was carried 
on without a word passing between the parties, and 
the purchase of a suffidenf number of yams by our 
people occupied three hours. It was something 
quite novel to seef two large parties of people barter- 
ing commodities in this manner; and the apparent 
unconcern and determination with which the old 
woman held out> when she considered the price 
offered for the yams hot sufficient, was quite amus- 
ing. She knew our men must hav^ yams ; and with 
an ill grace they added any thing to what they had 
already offered. The scene before us was altogether 
extraordinary. Many of the people belonging to 
the canoes were starring in a group on the bank of 
the river near them with muskets, swords, and 
spears ' in their hands; some with the articles with 
which they were about to make a purchase. A 
quantity of yams, arranged in large bundles, placed 
in a row, separated them from another group, con- 
sisting of the villa^rs also armed, and t^th parties 
standing at a .short distance from them^ leaving a 
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considerable space between. Here was stattoned 
the old woman, who, with no Mttle consequene«| 
directed the whole afikir by signs, either to her own 
party or ours, not a word being spoken by any one. 

We could not help thinking, that every thing, in 
the largest market we have seen, might have been 
disposed of in the time required for piirchasing these 
yams, and that only ten days' journey up the river 
stich a market would be found. This method of 
trading^ must have arisen either from tiie fear of 
quarrelling, or from not understanding each other's 
language, which is difficult to suppose ; but it seems 
to have been instituted by mutual agreement, for 
both parties quite understood how they were to act. 
This is the first time we have witnessed it. The 
villagers have a wild appearance ; rather resembling 
the Kirree people, but we observed jao marks on the 
face, nor on any part of the person. We did not 
underst^d their language, ana therefore could not 
inform ourselves of the name of the people or their 
village ; and at seven in the evening again proceeded 
on our journey;. 

It was ten at night when we came abreast of a 
small town where we stopped. Instead of making the 
canoes fast^ to the bank and landing, we lay out in 
the river at a short distance from it, in case of an 
alarm bv strange canoes. It was long since we had 
tasted K>pd, and we had suffered from hunger the 
whole day without being able to obtain any thing. 
Soon after we had stopped for the night, our guards 
gave us each a piece of roasted yam, and our poor 
people had the good fortune to get some also, beii^ 
the first they have had since leaving Damuggoo. 
The roasted yam, washed down with a little wuter, 
was to us as joyful a meal as if we had been treated 
with the most sumptuous fare, and we laid ourselves 
down in the canoe to sleep in content 

The course of the river, according to the beat ot 
our judgment, Ims been about south»west 



d by Google 



BANKS OF IVB RITEIU 20ft 

Sunday November 7M.— At the dawn of day, our 
canoe-men were busily employed in making prepara- 
tions for departure. We had been unable to get 
much sleep, from having nothing to protect us «from 
the cold and the heavy dew, which had wetted us 
completely through. The morning was calm, and 
beautifully fine ; and the clear, shnQ whistle of the 
cheerful parrot echoed through the woods, breaking 
the stillness which had prevailed around, as we took 
a hasty leave of the few villagers who had assembled 
out of curiosity to see us, and pursued our course 
down the stream. The banks of the river have 
altered decidedly within these two days ; its course 
is not so serpentine as it has been; the banks are so 
low and regular, that not even a simple rising can 
anywhere l^ distinguished to breajL their uniformity ; 
and, for the first time, we have seen the fibrous 
n^ angrove interspersed among the other trees of the 
forest Indeed they are l]Sginning to present a 
degree of sameness little different fron^ that which 
prevails on many parts of the seacoast. Both 
banks, however, are pretty thickly inhabited, and 
villages are scattered every here and there ; for 
though they are embosomed in trees, and invisible 
from the river, yet their situation might easily be 
knovm from the num,ber of their inhabitants which 
appeared on the beach to trade with the canoe-men^ 
Plantaiils, bananas, and yams are cultivated by these 
Tilla^rs to an almost incredible extent They form, 
in fact, with the addition pf the fish which they may 
happen to catch, their sole support, and the only 
articles of export. Many of them, though poor and 
wretched, are mUd, and even timorous in meii man- 
ners, and are said to be honest and upright in their 
dealings ; but others again are bold, cruel, and rapa- 
cious, and are dreaded and shunned not only by their 
neiffhbours, but also by those whom business may 
ead this way, unless they go in large, strong, and 
well-armed parties* Ours was certainly one of this 

Vol. II.— S 
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description; yet men were constantly ai^nted to 
keep a watchful eye on the bank, when we were 
compelled to pass it close, by keeping the channel^ in 
order to guard against surprise by an ambuscade. 
For this purpose, two or three men stood up in the 
canoe for several hours at a time, with a musket and 
cutlass in each hand, to intimidate the natives, by 
convincing them that we were fully prepared for an 
attack. The singular method of trading we had 
witnessed yesterday, or something similar to it, was 
formerly in use, we believe, be^een natives and 
Europeans on various parts of the'seacoast ; and if 
we are not mistaken, the same custom is observed 
to this day, not only in Africa, but in many other 
parts of the globe likewise. 

Among the Damuggoo slaves is. a middle-aged, 
short, fat woman, having a broad, mournful kind of 
countenance ; in fact, the^e were two of them, so 
very much aUke in aU respects, that they might be 
taken for sisters. As she ^at with the goats, whose 
society, by-thc-by, was extremely disagreeable to 
her^ inasmuch as they committed various misdemean- 
ours, to her great aimoyance, she fetched one of the 
deepest ,and most dismal sighs that I ever heard. 
This attracted my attention, for she was seated so 
near me, that from the motion of the canoe, I was 
not unfrequently jostled against her na^ed person, 
which was by no means agreeable, for she was a 
dirty woman. She had bet^u slowly masticating, 
with apparent disrelish, pa^t of a boiled yam, which 
appeared to be cold and dry, and which was now 
laid aside. She was in deep meditation ; tear-drops 
were in her eyes, ready to fall as she gazed earnestly 
at a spot of land on the eastern bank, which was 
fast receding from her .view. Her closed lips, 
slightly upturned, and quivering vtrith emotion, the 
usual prelude to more violent grief, gave an expres-. 
8k)n of sadness and silent sorrow to her countenance, 
which language can but ill express. Nothing could 
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be more touching than this tranquil face of wo. 
Loud bursts of lamentation, and other vehement ex- 
pressions of passion, would not be half so eloquent. 
I imagined that the poor creature was bewailing her 
hard fate in the illAisage which she had received 
from her guardians, one of whom had not long 
before applied a paddle to her head and shoulders ; 
or she might, I thought, be in want of water, which 
was^seyond her reach; but to satisfy my doubts, I 
Sbddressed her, and demanded the cause of her emo- 
tion. On this she turned round her head, and bestow- 
ing a violent thump on the nose of a goat which 
had discovered her bn^en y^m, arid was nibbling it 
fast away, she replied, pointing with her finger to 
the spot on which she had been so anxiously gazing, 
— ^ There I was bom.^ The chord was touched; 
«he had striven to repress her feelings before, but 
she could no longer command t^m; she became 
m6re agitated, and wept bitteiiy as she faltered out, 
^^ Thdt is my country f^ I was softened arid moved 
«t the woman's distress, and should doubtless have 
Ifelt still stn^nger compassion, if I had not observed 
her, in the midst of her tears, inflicting the most 
rigorous chastisement on her brute companions, in 
the most unmerciful manner. The kids and goats 
had, in their playfulness, been gamboling about her 
feet and legs, and bespattered them with a little 
dirty water from the bottom of the canoe ; and I 
thought to myself, that if a female could behave with 
cruelty to a companion, being herself in distress, that 
little pity or gentleness could dwell in her bosom. 
However, be this as it may, she was greatly afflicted. 
She might have recalled to her mind, as she was 
borne past the place where she had received her 
being, and where her childhood had been spent, the 
pastimes and amusements of that innocent and 
nappy period of life ; and this reflection, bringing 
along with it a train of pleasing associations, had 
produced her grief, which was no doubt increased by 
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comparing the freedom which she once enjoyed with 
her present miserable condition of bondage* It may 
appear strange tiiat I should dwell so long on this 
subject, for it seems quite natural that every one, 
even the most thoughtless barbarian, would feel at 
least some slight emotion on being exiled from his 
native country, and enslaved. But so far is this 
from being the case, that AMcans, generally speak- 
ing, betray the most perfect indifference on losii^ 
their liberty, and being deprived of their relatives ; 
while love of country is seemindy as great a stran-. 
ger to their breasts, as social tenderness and domestic 
affection* We have seen many thousands of slaves, 
some of them more intelligent than others; but the 
poor little fat woman whom I have mentioned, — ^the 
associate of beasts, and wallowing in filth, whose 
couotenance would seem to indicate only listless- 
ness, stupidity, ^nd perhaps idiotism, without jOie 
smallest 8]nniptom of intelligence,-— she alone has 
shown any thing like regret on gazing at her native 
land for the last time. ** There I was bom," said 
she, as she was passing by it, weeping, — ^ that is 
my country !" 

At eleven o'clock at night we arrived at a spot 
which had been chosen as a place of rendezvous for 
the whole party, and here we slept in our canoes. 
The river has run tb-dav rather to the southward of 
west» varying but slightly from yesterday's course. 

Monday J Nov. %th. — ^Long before sunrise, though 
it was excessively dark, the canoes were put in mo- 
tion ; for as the ** £boe" country is said to be at no 
great distance, the Eboe people with us were ^ 
sirous of arriving there as early in the day as pos- 
sible. It proved to be a dull hazy morning, but at 
seven o'clock A. M. the fog had become so dense, 
that no object, however large, could be distinguished 
at a greater distance than a few yards. This created 
considerable confusion; and the men fearing, aa 
they expressed ity to lose themselves, tied one canoe 
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to another, thus forming double canoes, and all pro* 
ceeded together m close company. However, we 
had gone but a little way after this arrangement, 
when the men fancied that they had departed from 
the proper traek, and therefore they determined to 
pull ashore, and wait there till the mist should be 
dispelled; yet they toiled a ftdl hour before their 
object was effected. We wished to be more par- 
ticular in our observations of this interesting part 
of our joimiey ; but were constrained to forego this 
gratification, on account of the superstitious preju- 
dices of the natives, who were so infatuated as to 
imagine, that we had not only occasioned the fog, 
but that, if we did not sit or he down in the canoe 
(for we had been standing), it would inevitably cause 
the destruction of the whole party; — ^andthe reason 
which they assigned was, «*that ^e tiver had never 
beheld a white man before," and, therefore,- they 
dreaded the consequences of our rashness and pre- 
sumption in regarding its waters so attentively. 
This and similar nonsense was deUvered with such 
determination and earnestness, that we reluctantly 
lay down and allowed ourselves to be covered with 
mats, in order to quiet their apprehensions ; for we 
did not forget that we were prisoners, and that a 
perseverance in standing up would have> exposed us 
to the mortification of being put down by force. 

We hung on by the shore till the fog had dispersed, 
when we were again allowed to see the river. We 
now found ourselves on an immense body of water, 
like a lake, having gone a little out of the road, and 
at the mouth of a veiy considerable river, flowing to 
the westward, it being an important branch of the 
Niger ; another brandi also ran from hence to the 
south-east, while our course was in st south-westerly 
direction on the main body ; the whole formingj»in 
feet, three rivers of considerable magnitude. The 
|>ai^ were all low and swampy, and completely 
covert with palm-trees. 
S3 
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An hour or two after this, or about midday, one 
of the Eboe men in oujr canoe exclaimed, '* There is 
my country !" pointing to a clump of very high trees, 
which was yet at some distance before us ; and after 
passing a low fertile island, we quickly came to it. 
Here we observed a few fishing-canoes, but their 
owners appeared suspicious and fearftil, and would 
not come near us, though their national flag, which 
is a British Union, sewed on a large piece of |dain 
white cotton with scallops of blue^ was streaming 
from a long 8ta£f in the bow. The town was yet, 
we werp toid, a good way down the river. In a 
short time, however, we came to an extensive mo- 
rass, intersected by little channels in every direc- 
tion, and by one of these we got into clear water, 
in front of the Eboe town* Here we found hundred^ 
of canoes, some of them, even larger than any we 
had previously met with. They are furnished with 
sheds and awnings, and afford commodious habita- 
tions for a vast number of people, who constantly 
reside in them ; perhaps one of these canoes, which 
is made of a single trunk, contains as many aa 
seventy individuals. 

The little we could see of the houses with which 
the shore is interspersed gave us a very favourable 
impression of the judgment and cleanl^iess of the 
inhabitants of the town. They are neatly built of 
veUow clay, plastered over, and thatched with palm- 
leaves ; yards sprucely fenced are annexed to each 
of them, in which {dantains, bananas, and cocoa- 
trees grow, exhibiting a pleasing sight, and affording 
a delightful shade. When we came alongside tiie 
large canoes already spoken of, two or three huge 
brawny fellows, in broken Engli^, asked how we 
did, in a tone which Stentor might have envied ; and 
the shaking of hands with our powerful friends was 
really a punishment, on account of the violent 
squeezes which we were compelled to suffer. Th« 
chief of these men calls himself Qun, though Blw^ 
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ierhust or Thunder, would have been as appropriate 
a name ; and without solicitation he imormed us 
that though he was not a great man, yet he was ^ a 
little military king ;" that his brother's name was 
King BoVf and his father's King Forday, who with 
"King Jacket,^ governed all flie Brass country. 
But what was infinitely more interesting to us than 
this ridiculous list of kings, was the information He 
gave us, that, besides a Spanish schooner, an Enghsh 
vessel, called the " Thomas, of Liverpool," was also 
lying in the first Brass river, which Mr. Gun said was 
ffequented by Liverpool traders for pahn-oil. 

Full of joy at this inteUigenoe, we passed on to a 
little artificial creek, so narrow that our canoes 
could scarcely be pulled along, and here we were de- 
sired to wait till the king's pleasiire respecting us ^ 
should be known. On the return of the messenger, 
we were drawn in the canoe over ooze and mud to a 
considerable distance^ when we ffot out and walked 
to a house, similar to those which we have already 
mentioned as havmg seen from the river. There 
was a little verandah supports by wooden columns 
in front, and on the floor mats had been placed for 
our accommodation. Indeed its whole appearance 
was so clean and comfortable, and it likewise had 
such an appearance of neatness and simplicity about 
it, diffmn^ entirely from any thing of the kind 
which wehad seen for a long time, that we were 
quite pleased with our new abode ; and if the coun- 
tenance of our host had been at all in unison with 
the agreeableness of his dwelling, we imagined that 
we c^d Uve «t ease in it for a few days at least. 
But it was not so. The harshness of this man's 
manners corresponded with his sulky, ill-natured 
&ce, and deprived us of a good deal of pleasure 
which we should have enjoyed in reposing at full 
length on dry, soft mats, after having been cramped 
up for three days in a small canoe with slaves and 
goats, and exposed to the dews by night and the sun 
by day* 
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An hour or two of rest invigorated and refreslie^ 
us extremely; and we then received a message 
from the king, that he was in waiting to see and 
converse with us. Having Uttle to adjust in regard 
to our dress, we rose up, and followed the man im- 
mediately. Passing near the outskirts of the town, 
the man conducted us by paths httle frequented to 
the outward yard ot the palace, before the door of 
which was placed the statue of a woman in a sitting 
posture^ and made of clay, very rude of course and 
very ugly. Having crossed the yard, in which we saw 
nothing remarkable, we entered by a wooden door 
into another which was far superior. This formed 
an oblong square ; it was clesmly swept and had a 
very spruce appearance, and each of its sides was 
furnished with an excellent p ortico. ^ear the door- 
way we saw, with surprise, a large heavy cannon 
lying on the ground. From this enclosure we wers 
led into a third, which, like the former, had its porti 
coes, and in one of them a number of women were 
employed in manufacturing a kind of cjoth of cotton 
and dried grass, which they wove together. Oppo 
site the entrance is a low clay platform, about three 
feet from the ground,- which was overlaid with mats 
of various colours, a large piece of coarse red cloth 
covering the whole, and at each o^ its comers we 
observed a little squat figure, also of clay ; but whe- 
ther these .were intended to represent males or fe- 
males it is impossible to conjecture. Here we were 
desired to place ourselves among a orowd of half- 
dressed armed men, who were huddled together on 
the left of the platform, some sitting and 'others 
standings and awaiting the coming' of the prince. 
Our friend Gun was with them, and he immediately 
claimed priority of acquaintance with us. He chat- 
ted with amazmg volubility, and in less than two 
minutes he was on the most familiar footing, slap- 
^mg us with no small force just above the knee, to 
givQ weight to his observations* and to rivet our at* 
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tention to his remarks. Then; while we spbke, he 
would rest his heavy arms on our shoulders, and 
lauffh aloud at every word we said ; look very know- 
ingly, ^d occasionally apply the palm of his hand 
to our backs with the most feeling energy, as a token 
of his encouragement aiid approbation. We wished 
him to answer questions which concerned us nearly, 
but the only satisfaction which we received was 
eontained in the, expression, ^ O jes, to be sure !** 
and this was re^^eated so often, with an einphasis so 
peculiar, and with a. grin so irresistibly ludicrous, 
that in spite of our disappointment we were vastly 
entertained with him. 

In this manner was the time begtiiled, till we'heard 
a door suddenly opened on out right, and the dreaded 
06te, King of the Eboe country, stood before us ! 
And yet there was nothing so very dreadful in his 
a{)pearance, after a^l, for he is a sprij^htly young man, > 
with a mild open countenance, and an eye which in- 
dicates quickhess, intelligence, and good-nature, ra- 
ther than the ferocity which we had been told he 
possesses in an eminent degree. He received us 
with a smile of welcome, and shook hands with in- 
finite cordiality, often complimenting us with the 
word •* yes !" to which his knowledge of English is 
confined, and which no doubt he had been tutored to 
pronounce for the occasion. Several attendants 
followed their sovereign, most of whom were un- 
armed, and almost naked, and three little boys were 
likewise in attendance, whose office it was to fan 
hint when desired. 

The dress of the King of the Eboe country some- 
what resembles that which is worn, on state occa^ 
sionsj by the monarch of Yarriba. Its appearance 
was altogether brilliant; and from the vast profusion 
of coral ornaments with which he was decorated, 
Obie might not inappropriately be styled, " the Coral 
King ;*' such an idea at all events entered our minds, 
as we conteinplated the monarchy sitting oh his 
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throne of clay. His head was graced with a cap 
shaped like a sugar-loaf, and covered thickly with 
strings of coral and pieces of broken looking-glass, 
so as to hide the materials of which it was made ; 
his neck, or rather throat, was encircled with several 
strings of the same kind of bead, which were fast- 
ened so tightly as in some degree to affect his, respi- 
ration, and to give his throat and cheeks an iivflated 
appearance, hi opposition to these were four or 
five others hanging round his neck, and reaching al- 
most to his knees. He wore a short Spanish sur- 
tout of red cloth, which fitted close to his person, 
being much too small. It was ornamented with 
g;old epaulettes, and the front of it was overspread 
with gold lace, but which, like the cap, was entirely 
concealed, unless on a close examination, owing to 
the vast quantity of coral which was fastened to it 
in strings. ' Thirteen or fourteen bracelets (for we 
had the curiosity to count them) decorated each 
wrist, and to give them fuU effect, a -few inches of 
the sleeves of the coat had been cut off purposely. 
The beads were fastened to the wrist with old 
copper buttons, which formed an odd contrast to 
them. The king's trousers, composed of the same 
material as his coat, stuck as closely to the skin as 
that, and was similarly embroidered, but it reached 
no farther than the middle of his legs, the lower part 
of it being ornamented like the wrists, and with 
precisely the same number of strings of .beads ; be 
sides which, a string of little brass bells encircled 
each leg above the ankles, but the feet were naked. 
Thus splendidly clothed, Obie, smiling ^t his own 
magnificence, vain of the admiration which was paid 
him by his attendants, and flattered without doubt by 
the presence of white men, who he imagined were 
struck with amazement at the splendour of his ap- 
pearance, shook his feet for the bells to tinkle, sat 
down with the utmost self-complacency, and lookecl 
around him. 
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Our story was related to the king m foil by the 
Bonny messenger who had accompanied us ^om 
Damuggoo, who also dwelt upon the losses which 
the people of that place and his own had met with 
at Kirree ; and if we may be allowed tO form an 
opinion, it was a fine piece of savage eloquence. 
The man's looks and gestures were natural, ani- 
mated, and forcible, and strictly in keeping with the 
feeling, power, and energy with which his expres- 
sions were poured forth. The inflections of his 
voice, also, were truly admirable. This singular 
speech lasted, as near as we could guess, two whole 
hours, and produced a visible effect upon all present.- 
As soon as it was over we were invited by Obie to 
take some refreshment; being in trjuth extremely 
hungry at the time, we thankfully accepted the offer, 
and fish and yams, swimming in oil, were forthwith 
brought us on English plates, the king retiring in the 
mean while from motives of delicacy. 

The oil was the commonest kind used in the lamps 
of warehouses in England, extremely unpalatable, 
and emitted so unsavoury a smell that we found it 
impossible to partake of it, so great was our disgust : 
Gun was of a different opinion, and declaring it to be 
the best Liverpool beef fat that he had seen for a 
long time, he soon made away with it. When Obie 
returned, a general converjsation ensued, and he was 
engaged in talking promiscuously to those around 
him till evening, when the " great paliiver," as it is 
called, was formally prorogued till the morrow, and • 
presently after the chief bade us good night, and re- 
tired. We conceive it somewhat strange^ that though 
the palaver was chiefly on our account, not a single 
question was put to us while it lasted, nor did we 
understand a smglC; sentence that was uttered. 
Nevertheless we are;led to believe, from the flatter- 
ing and gracious maiiyafer in which we have been re- 
ceived, smd other corresponding cireumstances, that 
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every thing is proceeding favourably to our wietiMb 
and that the palaver will have a happy termination. 
But nous verrons I 

The path to Obie's house is in a westerly direo 
tion from the creek where we landed, distant about 
a quarter of a mile, between two lines of neat little 
huts. In the third, or inner yard of his palace, we 
also observed a huge iron tank, which we were told 
was used by the kin^ as a bath. The people, virith 
whom we had to wait the arrival of the king, pes- 
tered -us with all manner of questions before he made 
his appearance. In answer to their interrogations, 
I told them we had come from a country called 
Ykoorie, and another called Booss^ where we had 
been to pbtain the books of one of our countrymen 
who had been killed a. long time ago by the people 
of the latter place. This answer was quickly fol- 
lowed by a question .whether he went there in a ship? 
and I' answered, " No, in a large canoe." " "Where 
is the canoe 1" they asked. " He ran it on the ropks," 
I repUed, " and broke it." They did not, however, 
seem tOv comprehend me, and imagined that I was 
speaking of a ship that was lost at sea, on the other 
side of the land. . The litUe military king of Brass 
town told us that he had come here for the purpose 
of buying slaves for a Spanish vessel. When Olue 
entered he was followed by a man carrying a little 
brass figure of a deity^wluch, when he had seated 
himself, was placed on his right hand. 

The popr Damuggoo people were in tears all the 
time their chief was relating the account of the at- 
tack at Kirree : they had lost every thin^ they had ; 
not only their master's property, but their own also, 
with the exception of the slaves, They had no 
means of obtaining provisions, having nothing with 
which to purchase them, so that the poor fellows 
are in a starving concfition. Obie made them along 
speechf and seemed to feel for their destitute condi- 
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go to .tkeir house, promising to hear f^e i*eiiiaiiidei 
of tl^ir story on the moirow. 

Our hut is so small that we have scaredy rooflo^to 
lie down^ but little as it i» we feel ourselves £aur bet- 
ter off than in our canoe. The mats were: eoin* 
fortable, and we were well inclined to enjoy a good 
refst. We had not retired long before a boy arrived 
from the king» bringing with Inm five yams aoid one 
snaall fowL This was a poor sui^ly for eight per 
sons, which our party anM)unted to, besides owselveSf 
and would scarcely keep U8;from starving. At seven 
in the evening we made a slight supper of^ a piece 
of the boUed fowl, with part of a jemi smd laid 
ourselves down to rest. Tired as we were, andmnch 
as we needed sleep, we could get nonew . Oinr simiy 
old landlord annoyed us beyond measure, by intto* 
ducing his frieadis to see ua, and all oorendeaviMttS 
to m&e him understand that we did not like their 
intrusion, and wished for jfest^were firuitlefisi theM 
was DO filing rid of them, for no sooner was ono 
party gone than another simf^d their place, t Tlie 
first part of the ni^Aj^was tims employ^ ifnd in the 
latter part we wen) ttept awsdLO t^ the most dread* 
fak screaming we evier heard. The! hoy» ^proceeded 
irom some unfortunate person wto seenied to h^ 
suffering the severest agoi^in a hut hard b]^ oaf 
own, so that the ^ries were distinctly heard. W^ 
could not learn the ocoasioa of thett ; out these peo« 
pie having the name of being the most barfoaroma in 
their habits^ we eoiielnded that they proceeded from 
some unhappy victijn. who was^.a prisoner of war, 
suffering some horrible des^h^ Oitr people slept in 
the house with us, so that we £iit somte sort o£ 
secunty from their presence. » 

Tuesday^ November %t1u — Two of out att^idaiits 
who have accompanied us irom Ci^ Coast >Ca9tle« 
and who, during their lifetime, have speiit m«Qr 
years in Ashantea, dedare that the bittldou|« of the 
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pecf^ here are nowise difK^rent from IBose al 
OoomaBsie, the capital of that kingdom, than in 
their size, which is much smaller. They certainly 
resemble the houses of the Yarribeans, but they 
smpasi them in neatness, regularity, and cleanliness, 
mid are besides much better secured from the rain. 
There is not a suigle round hut in the place. The 
Bboe > people, like most Africans, are extremely 
hidolent, and cultivate ysms, Indian com, and plan- 
tains only. They have Sundance of goats and 
fowls, but few sheep are to be seen, and no bullocks. 
The city, which has no otiier name than the ** Eboe 
Country,** is situated on an open plain ; it is im- 
mensely large, contains a vastpopulatien, and is the 
ca^atal' of a kingdom of ^e same name. It has, 
ftnr a series of years, been the principal slave-mart 
for native traders from the co2»t, between the 
Bomy and Old Calabar rivers: and for the produc- 
tion of its pfdm-oil it has obtained equal celebrity* 
Hundreds of men from the* rivers mentioned above 
oome up for the purpose of trade, and numbers of 
tiiein are at presentresiding in canoes in front of the 
town. Most of the oilinirefaased by Englishmen at 
the Boitty and aidjacent rivers, is brougM nrom hence, 
as are nearly mil the slaves wMch are annually ex- 
ported fvon ^ose places by the French, Spaniards, 
Md Pdrtngttese. It has been told us by many that 
the Eboe people a)re confirmed anthropophagi ; and 
^» opinion is more prevalent among me ti^s bor- 
derii^^ on that kingoom than with the natives of 
more reoEiote dtstri^ ; but whether it be well or ill- 
founded, we hove «»yeC no means of ^ascertaining. 
Certainly, witii the solitary exception of their mon- 
arch, the Eboes bear on their countenances strong 
indications of a brutal, unyielding, and ferocious 
temper, but so likewise do many other people of 
different countries, who detest cannibalism, and 
speak of it with horror* 
. Vftt were Visited ^lis mommg by numbers of the 
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Iriis^tants, who broke through everv ittstniiil to 
gratify their desire of seeing us. This was wluit 
we naturally expected ; }ret after all they were much 
better behaved, and less impatient, than we had any 
reason to apprehend, and they departed with little 
importmiity, considering that they had not been in 
the habit of bending to ^he will of pnsoners and 
slaves^ — for such we are. 

About noon we were informed that our attendanee 
was required at the king's house, (Mb being fully 
prepared, it was said, to resume, the hearing of our 
case, and examine the depositicm of the Bonny mes- 
senger and the Damuggoo peoj^e. Oft entering the 
principal yard or court, in which' we were yesterday 
wtroduced to the king, we found two little ugiy clay 
figures, by the side of their companions, near tlie 
platform, and round thetn ** ma^al characters," as a 
fortune*teller in Burope woiSld * call them, were 
chalked (m the ground, "^e did not remain here 
long to admire this strange contrivance, but were 
presently ordered to return to the middle yard, and 
there wait under the eastern portico, till Obie shield 
make his appearance. A common English chair, 
covered with ihfefior red cloth, had beenprevicmdy 
[daced there for his use. ' 

It is plain, that the ^ing, for some reason, is very 
unwilUng to mtroduce us into the interior of his 
dwelling; as yet we have seen nothing but his yardii. 
The chair alluded to above was. placed between two 
wooden pillars which support the roof of the veran- 
dah, and a great number of images are carved en 
them, very much after the manner of Yarriba. In- 
deed the difference between the productions of both 
countries, in this branch of the arts, is scarcelytif 
at all, to be perceived. On the left of the empty 
ehair stood about fifty of the king's attendants, and 
to the right of it the Bonny, Brass, and Damuggoo 
pie, with our own, were assembled* In less than 
an hjOur» the men having in the piean time been 
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Tegikd mih a large qimn^ of palm-wkie, tlw 
monarch, dressed m every respect as yesterday, en- 
tend the yard. His fkl, round cheeks were swdl- 
ing with good^humour, real or assumed, as he shook 
our hilin^ with a sprightly air, when he instancy sat 
himself down in his chatr to receive the prostrations 
«Dd addresses of his subjects and others. 

The business of the day was entered into with 
•floirit, and a violent altercation soon arose between 
ihe Brass and Bomty people; but scarcely any part 
:of Uie conversation was int^reted to us. Suffi- 
-emt, howeTsr, was explained to put us in a very 
bad humour; for notwitlistanding the opinion we 
had eiRertained of the benevolence of the chief, 
from his pleasii^ cottntenance joined to a mild and 
•mBaUe demeanoort wb are assured that we shall 
never leave this country unless ransomed at a high 
prioe ! No doubt Obie has been Miiced to adopt 
thil line of conduct, partly by the imtigation of his 
nunioQs, andpaitly nromthe eagerness which has 
been displaved by t^ Bonny and Brass p^eople to 
fake us to their respedfve coimtries ; for he imagines 
that «lich bitter contentions would, not rise among 
tbsM, as to whither we shall go, had it not been for 
the expectation of receiving a hafuiteome recompense 
. from our oounti^Bien at those places. Thesefore he 
Is dBtecmiiied on his part to make as much of us as 
.he can* 

Bomi^ is now the place of our destination. We 
have with us a messenger from the present and a 
son to Ihe kite ruler of that state (Kii^ Pepper), and, 
-as it has aheady been related, we had enga^fed some 
Damuggoo peo[^ to accompany and protect us 
thither. While on the other hand, we know no- 
thing at all of Brass, never having heard the name 
of such a river in omr lives before, and equally igno- 
rant are we of Uie manners of the natives who 
inhabit its banks; thcHigh it is evident that they 
have some aoquamtaoce with oui countrj^meB} aoA 
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wane sl^t knowledge of otir langiwge. Th/t foiv 
tnety who say that Obie maintains a fiendly intev- 
course with their monarch, are as anxious as w0 
cursives that they should take us to Bonny, and 
have remonstrated with the king rather angrUy to 
this efifect But the latter are by far the most 
numerous and influential party, owing most likely to 
their very recent arriral from Brass^ with a fresh 
stock of European goods, with part of which, it is 
said, they have already bribed Obie to gire themihe 
preference. 

The discussion was violei^ and stormy, and the 
council did not break up till a late hour in the after- 
noon. They came to no decision, but will meet 
again to-morrow morning, The Brass people affirm 
that the ** Bonn;^ creek,'' which is a^small branch o[ 
the Niger, is dned up, and that the main riv^^r which 
runs to Brass belongs to King Jacket^ who will permit 
no foreigners whatever to pass up or down the Ni^er^ 
without . exacting the accustomed fees or duties. 
They will therefore have a very plausible reason 
for taking us entirely out of the handa of Obie and 
the Damuggoo people. We returned tq our dwellinf^ 
rather saddened than otherwise at the result of this 
day's proceedings. 

I asked King Obie permission to. allow us U> pro- 
ceed on our journey, and to send one of his canoes 
to accompany us to Bonny, and was surprised at hear- 
ing that the creek was dried up. We must go down 
the large river, he said, to Brass, from whence we 
might get to Bonny^ as there is a branch of the river 
wluch communicates with ihe two places. We are 
much annoyed by our interpreter. This fellow had 
told us that the tomch leadii^ to Bonny is the prin- 
cipal, whereas it is evident that it is that leading to 
Brass town. This man, whosp name is Antonio, is 
a native of B<nmy, and never tells us exactly what 
the king says, so that we are a good deal in the dark 
18 to. what IS going on concerning oiMn»elYe9t m^ in 
Td 
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ibct he istbeiMxitvseleesiellow later knew. W« 
irere the sobieet of conversation two hours to^ay 
between the kings ; and could not learn what was 
•aidi and we went away withont knowing for certain 
what was to become of us. 

In the evening Antonio and five other Bonny peo- 
ple came to our hut with tears in their eyes. On 
asking them what was the matter^ ** The chief,** they 
•aid, '* is determined to sell you to the Brass people, 
but we win fight for you and die rather than see you 
sold.** •* How many of you Bonny people are there !*• 
1 asked. " Only six," was the repfy. •'And can you 
^ght with two hundred Brass people t" I said. •* We 
can kin some of them," they answered, ** and 3wur 
people can assist." I then asked Antonio the reason 
^fdiy he did not interpret what was going forward 
to-day at the king's house % He sud that he was 
«fraid it would have made our hearts sore, — that it 
was " a bad palaver." " We have all been to the 
chief," he added, ** crying to him, and telling him that 
black man cannot sell white man $ but he wUl not 
listen to us ; he said he would sen you to the Brass 
people,^ Our poor canoemen on hearing this began 
to sob aloud, and contkraed lamenting their nite 
nearly aU night. My brother and I Mt much hurt 
at our situation, for we did not expect it wovdd be 
80 bad as this ; but we have macks our minds up to 
prepare ourselves for the worst, for it is impossible 
to foresee the lengths to which these savages wiU 
go. We saw a Funda man at the chiefs house, with 
whom we could have communicated in the Hanssit 
language, but for some reason ot otfaer^we were not 
permitted to speak to him. 

Wednesday, November 10M.-^Being taken very 
imweU with fever this morning, I was unable to 
attend the summons to the kmg's house, and re(- 
quested my brother to go in my stead. The follow* 
tng is his account of what took i^ace. 
* <«enttrrivkig there ttiis inoraiBgi lo nir lnfintt« 
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flMrise t ibuttd King Boy (CkiB^s eldest brother) 
with a number of his attendants already assembled. 
He was dressed in a style far superior to any of his 
countrynien) and wore a jacket and waistcoat over 
a neat shirt of striped cotton, to which was annexed 
a siOL pocket-handkerchief, which extended below the 
knees* Trousers, as we have already said, I believe 
are not permitted to be worn, either by natives or 
strang^ers of the same hue as themselves, the kiiicr 
«l(Mie being an exception to this rule. Strings of 
coral and other beads encircled his neck, and a pretty 
little camciflx of seed beads hung on his bosom. This 
latter ornament, which has probably been dven him 
by a slave captain, had b^ no means an unbecoming 
appearance. King Boy introduced himself to me 
with the air of a person who bestows a favour, 
rather tiian soUciting acquaintance, and indeed his 
vanity in other respects was infinitely amusing. He 
wouki not suffer any one to sit between him and the 
platform, but squatted himself down nearest the 
j[ing*8 seat, which as a mark of honour had pre- 
viously been assigned to us ; and with a volubility 
scarcdy imaginame, he commenced a long narrative 
of his greatness, power, and dignity, in which he 
excelled ail his neighbours ; and to this I was con- 
strained to listen, with assumed composure and 
attention, for a considers^le time. To convince me 
of his veracity, he produced a pocket-book, contain- 
ing a great number of recommendatory notes, or 
* cSiaracters,' as a domestic would call them, written 
in the English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese 
Iffli^fuages, and which had been given him by the 
various European traders who had visited the Brass 
River. This practice of giving written characters, 
which has for some time been adopted by Europeans, 
is both priiiseworthy and useful, and it is become 
almost vniversal on the western coast ; because it is 
not to be supposed that the natives themselves can 
ttidcNrstand these documents, and strangers are made 
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acauadnted with ^ir good or bad qudities by tfaent* 
ana taught to discrimmate the honest from the un- 
faithful and maUcious. Boy's letters mention certain 
dealing which their authors have had with him, and 
they luiewise bear testimony to his own character, 
and the manners of his eountrymen. Among others 
is one from a 'James Dow,' master of the brig 
Susanj from Liverpool, and dated ' Brass First Rivera 
Sept. — 1830,' which runs as follows : — *• Captain 
Dow states, that he never met with a set of greater 
scoundreb than the natives generally, and the pilots 

in particular.' These he anathematized as d d 

rascals, who had endeavoured to steer his vessel 
among the breakers at the mouth of the river, that 
they might share the plunder of its wreck. JTwy 
Jacket, who claims the sovereignty of the river, is 
declared to be a more confirmed knave, if possiUe, 
than they, and to have cheated him of a good deal 
of property. The writer describes King Forday as 
a man rather advanced in years, less fraudulent, but 
more dilatory. King Boy, his son, alone deserved 
his confidence, for he had not abused it, and pos- 
sessed more honesty and integrity than^itherof his 
countrymen. These are the rulers of the Brass 
Qountry, and pretty fellows they are, truly. Mr. 
Dow observes further, that the river is extremely 
unhealthy, and that his first and second mates, three 
coopers, and five seamen had already died of fever, 
and that he himself had had several narrow escapes 
from the same disorder. He concludes by caution- 
ing traders against the treachery of the natives 
generally, and gives them certain directions con- 
cerning the ' dreadful bar,' at the mouth of. the river, 
on which he had nearly perished. Another of Boy*8 
papers informs us that the writer's name is * Thomas 
Lake, and that he is master of the brig TAomor, of 
Liverpool,' which is now lying in Brass River. ^ 

^ This business had been no sooner settled thim 
Obie entered the yard attended, as^ usualf but clad 
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differcntlr in loose silks. After the customary salu- 
tations, Boy directed the monarch to appeal to me, 
that he might be satisfied in what estimation he was 
held by white men. Of course, I said a variety of 
fine things in his favour, which were received with a 
very good grace indeed: but that a piece of pap^r, 
simply, which could'neither hear, speak, nor under- 
stand, should impart such information, was a source 
of astonishment and wonder to Obie and Ws train, 
who testified their emotion in no other manner thsm 
by looks of silly amazement, and repeated bursts of 
laughter. 

** The king then said, with a serious countenance, 
•that there was no necessity tor further discussion 
respecting the white men, his mind ^ was already 
made up on the subject f and, for the first time, he 
briefly explained himself to this effect : — * That cir- 
cumstances having thrown us in the way of his 
sul^ects, by the- laws and usages of the country he 
was not only entitled to our own persons, but had 
eoual right to those of our attendants ; that he should 
taVe no furtheir advantage of his good fortune than 
by exchanging us for as much English goods as 
would amount in value to twenty slaves. In order 
to have the matter fairly arranged and settled, he 
should, of his own accorid, prevent our leaving the 
town, till such time as our countrymen at Brass or 
Bonny should pay for our ransom, having understood 
from ourselves that the English at either of those 
rivers would afford us whatever assistance we mi^ht 
require, with cheerfulness and alacrity. CJoncemmg 
the goods of which we had been robbed at Kirree, 
he assured us that he would use his utmost exertions 
to get them restored. He lamented that circum- 
stance more than any one, but he denied that a 
single subject of his had any thing to do with it,and 
attributed the whole of that unfortunate affair to the 
rashness and brutality of a certain peojple that 
inhabited a country nearly oppociite to ms own^ 
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^006 monarch wa» hit particiilar fnood, ISkerekn 
be apprehended Uttle difficulty in seeing justice done 
us; but then,' said be, *it is necessary that you 
should wait here for an indefinite time tiU a council 
of that natiflte be held, when the plunderers will be 
examined, and your claims established. The Da^ 
muggoo people that have come with you have, like 
yourselves, suffered much loss; for my own part I 
shall make them a present of a slave or two as a 
compensation, and they have my permission to go 
along with you for the present, which I understand 
you have promised their monarch ; but you must not 
expect them to be vour guide to the sea, for their 
req)onsibilitT ends here.' " 

^ When ail this was interpreted to me by Antonio, 
I was thunderstruck. It was in vain that I assured 
Obie that there was not the sUghtest necessity for 
our detention in the ,town, that our countrymen 
would redeem us the moment they should see us, 
but not before; and equally unavailing were my 
solicitations for him to alter this arrangement and 
suffer us to depart; but the feaiB of his subjects, 
and the representations of the men *of Brass, had 
made too deep an impression on his mind to be 
so easily eradicated ; we found it too late either to 
implore or remonstrate. 

^ This final decision of the king is a bitter stroke 
to us ; for we fondly indulged the hope of a more 
favourable result from the deliberations of the savage 
council, at whose dissolution we expected to be sent 
to the seacoast without being perplexed with fcur- 
ther embarrassments. We have now to await the 
return of a messenger from thence, who has not 
yet been sent on his errand, and he is to luring back 
with him the value of twenty slaves ere we obtain 
our fVeedom. Heaven only knows whether the 
masters of English vessels at Bonny or Brass have 
the ability or will leel a disposition to ransom us. 
We only know that if disposed of at all, we shall 
be sold for fnfinitiily mdre than we are worth.** 
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^ 4s may naturally be supposed, I returned home 
much depressed and aflaicted, to inforci my brother 
of the result of the palaver, and he was as greatly 
surprised and affected as myself at the intelligence. 
But though we are full of trouble and uneasiness at 
our gloomy situation, yet we do not repine at the 
divine dispensations of that Almighty Providence 
which has comforted us in the hour of adversity, 
and relieved us in times of pain and distress, — ^wluch 
has rescued us from the lap of danger, and snatched 
us from the jaws of death." 

Thursday^ November llth, — This morning my bro- 
ther felt himself extremely unwell, but I am rather 
better. In truth we wonder much that our health, 
generally speaking, has been so good, when we 
reflect for a moment on the hardships and privations 
which we have lately undergone, the perplexities in 
which we have been entangled, and the difficulties 
with which we have had to contend. After all of 
them, however, by the blessing and mercy of our 
God, instead 'of sorrow and suffering, we have en- 
joyed a lightness and even levity of sjnrits, which 
eaused them to make but a feeble and transient 
impression upon our minds ; but nature, though she 
ncdce extraordinary efforts for a time, will at last be 
cn»hed by repeated disappointments, cares, and 
vexations, unless she be supported by the vigour of 
health, and encouraged by the excitement of power- 
ful feelings; while hope, that most agreeable but 
delusive phantom, is ouener sought than found, and 
will frequently vanish from the desponding bosom 
when her influence is most required, leaving it for a 
season a prey to fear and suspicion, and the whole 
dark and sorrowful train of the depressing passions. 
Under their baneful influence we are at present, in 
some degree, labouring; and we occasionally fall 
into such a state of apathy and quietism, in regard 
to our present situation and future prospects, as to 
be perfectly indifferent about them ; aad I verily be- 
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lieve that if a sini^e stnig;g^e could restore us to 
freedom and hsq[>pine8S9 we should scarcely have 
sufficient animation to make that effort I blush to 
say that on these occasionsy neither the reflection 
of past deliverances, nor the consciou«iess that we 
are still under the protection 4>l the same beneficent 
and indulgent Being that has ever been our refn|t 
and guardian, can restore entirely our confidence m 
his mercies, or teach us to be resigned to his divine 
will. 

During the few da3n3 that we have spent in this 
place, we have been sadly perplexed for want of 
provisions ; and our people, who for the first day bore 
this privation in silence^ have since then been loud 
in their complaints. The ccmstant fear which they 
entertain of being taken away and sold has now, 
however, changed this hvely feeling of discontent 
into sullemiess and despcmdency. What makes the 
matter still worse is the fact that having lost ow 
needles and cowries at Rirree, we have not the 
means of porchasiilg any tlur^, sAthougfa the cowry 
shell is not current here. Poverty is in most places, 
I believe, considered one of the greatest of evilsy 
but it is more particularly so here where it is tanta- 
mount to a curse (or at least it is redcoiBed so m 
us) ; and where the virtues of b^ievoknoe and hu- 
manity, if exercised at all, are never ctisplayed except 
on extraoidinary occasions. (Me has been in Uie 
habit of sending us a fowl, or a yam or two every 
morning ; but, as we are ten in number, it makes 
but a slender meal, and it is bar^ snfBdent to keep 
us from actual starvation. To stop, if possible, the 
sullen murmurings of our people, we have been 
reduced to the painful necessitv of begging; but we 
might as well have addressed our petitions to the 
stones or trees, — we might.have spared ourselvss 
the naortification of a refusaL We never experienced 
a more stinging sense of our own humbleness and 
imbecihty than on such occasions, and never had we 
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occasionally the most fearM noises that it is possi* 
ble for the mind to conceive. Bloodshed and even 
murder, it is said, not unfrequently terminate these 
boisterous and savage entertainments. A meeting* 
of this description is held outside the yard of our 
residence every evening, and the noise which they 
make is really terrif3dng, more especially when the 
women and young people join in the affray, for a 
quarrel of some sort is sure to eiisue. Their cries, 
ffroans, and shrieks of agony are dreadful, and would 
kad a stranger to suppose that these dismal and 
piercing sounds proceeded from individuals about to 
be butchered, or that they were extorted by the last 
pangs of anguish and suffering. We trembled with 
alarm for the first night or two, imagining from these 
loud and doleful cries, that a work of bloodshed and 
slaughter was in progress; and we found it useless 
to endeavour to sleep, till the impression of the first 
wild cry that was uttered and the last faint scream 
had worn away. But now we are in some measure 
more reconciled to them from the frequency of their 
occurrence, or rather we feel less apprehension than 
we did as to their origin, — understanding with sur- 
prise that they- are only the effects of a simple quar« 
rel, and exeite from the inhabitants no more than a 
casual remark ; though they say that, in fits pf m^ 
governable passion, the most heinous crimes are 
consummated in these frantic revels. 

Our matronly female acquaintance, thoi^h exces- 
sively fat, is of diminutive stature, and by her cheer- 
ful pleasantry she has beguiled in some degree the 
wearisomeness of the long evening hours, and ban- 
ished that ennui which the disagreeableness of our 
situation has partialty induced, simply by her en- 
deavours to do so. For not content with paying us 
formal visits in the da3rtime, she comes into ocv 
yard every night, instead of joining the orgies of her 
acquaintance, accompanied by two or three fitenda 
of congenial natures, with the very benevolent inten- 
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tion o€ pit3ing our mi^ortnnes, and dissipating our 
melancholy. Two or three slaves follow their mis- 
tress into the yard, carrying a few hottles of their 
favourite "palm-wine," and perhaps with a plate of 
bananas also, that the evenmg may be passed the 
more agreeably. 

Our sleeping quarters are in a recess, which is 
elevated three or four feet from the ground, and stip- 
ported by wooden columns. It is without a door, or 
mdeed any thing answering the same purpose, so that 
we enjoy the refreshing coolness of the evening air, 
with tne disadvantage of being |^zed at by whoever 
has the curiosity to enter our premises. We gener- 
ally lie down shorUy after sunset, and presently our 
lat, jolly UtUe friend, duck-like, waddles into our yard 
with her companions and slaves, to offer us the eve- 
ning salutation, and enter into the usual familiar dis- 
eourse. This is commonly preceded by a large po- 
tation of palm-wine, whid^ is relished with a loud 
and peculiar smack, expressive ef the pleasure suid 
satisfaction afforded by so copious a draught, and 
betokening also much internal warmth and comfort. 
TTie officious slavies having spread mats for the {)ur- 
pose directly in front of our recess, our lady-visiter 
and her associates, together with our ill-natured host^ 
who has by this time joined the party, squat them- 
selves down in a circle, and under the inspiration of 
the fermented juice, maintain a pretty animated con- 
Tersation till it is all expended, ana sleep "weighs 
their eyelids down." For ourselves we nave Uttle 
if any thing to say, because we are pretty nearly as 
ignorant of their language as they are of ours ; and 
interpretation is unfavourable to the contagion of 
social felicity. Yet it is highly diverting to watch 
tiie influence of the palm-wine on their looks, lan- 
guage, and ideas. The flushed countenance is invisi- 
ble in a black lady ; but then she has the liquid and 
unsettled eve, the p'onaness to talk with irresistible 
fi;arrulity, the gentle simper or the bursting laugh* at 
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any trifle or at nothing at all; and to wind np the 
list of symptoms, she has Uiat complacent idea of her 
own good points, and superior qualifications, which 
elicit her own approbation without exciting the ap- 
plauses of her associates, and which distinguish the 
mexperienced male reveller in every part of the 
globe. All these were observable in our talkative 
uttle friend, as well as in her companions. It is a 
relief also to contemplate, from our resting-idace, 
the peace and harmony of the little party before us. 
so entirely different from the boisterous one without 
because it gives us a comfcMrtal^ sense of our se 
curity, which we should not certainly have enter, 
tained had we been left to our own reflections ; and 
when after a ffood deal of turning and restlessness 
we at leuffth ful into a disagreeable and unrefreshing 
doze, and are attacked by Uiat hideous phantom 
nightmare, which is often the case,— starting np in 
a fright from the assassin^s knife, which we can 
scarcely persuade ourselves to be unreal,— it is i>lea« 
sant to mi our eyes upon our comical little visiter, 
with her round shining face, and her jolly compan- 
ions; all apprehension of mischief immediately 
vanishes, and a truly {deasing eff(Bct is produced upon 
our mmds and spirits. The breaking up of the party 
outside is a signal for our friends also to depart, 
when, rising from her mat, the mistress, after shaking 
hands, wishes us good night, in a thick tremidous 
tone, and waddling out of our 3rard in a direction 
which Hogarth denominates ** the line of beauty,** 
she returns home to her husbuid, who is a valetudi- 
narian. Thus our evenings are passed, and thus much 
of our solitary Eboe friend. 

In addition to the value of twenty slaves which the 
King of Eboe demands for us, we hear that King 
Boy requires the value of fifteen casks of palm oil, 
which is the same as fifteen slaves, for himself, and 
as pa^rment for the trouble he and his people w^ 
have in conducting us to the Englu^vesseL He 
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eayB thkt he must take three canoes and one hnn- 
dred and fifty people, and therefore that it is impos- 
sible he can do it for less. The chief has said that 
if I do not consent to give King Bo^r a book for all 
this money, he shall send us into the interior of the 
country to be sold, and that we shall never see the 
sea again. I see clearly that we have no alternative, 
and I think it best to agree to give him the bill, not 
intending, however, on our arrival at the sea, to give 
him more than twenty common trade guns to pay 
this chief and all other expenses. King Boy waa 
to give Obie five pieces of cloth and one gun, as part 
payment ; the remainder is to be paid on his return 
from having delivered us up to the brig. Our people 
are all in high spirits at the prospect of leaving thia 
place and obtaining their freedom, for they have so 
much faith in the character of the Enghsh that 
they do not doubt that the captain of the brig will 
redeem us. 

The Eboe people have a savage appearance. 
The custom of marking their temples with indigo, 
m the shape of an arrow, is general among them, 
both with the males and females. The women are 
generally pretty, and wear the same sort of ivory 
lings round their legs and wrists, to which allusion 
has been previously made. They are extensive 
traders, and supply the Brass people entirely with 
palm-oil, poultry, goats, and yams, &c. The Eb6e 
people are also famous for makmg large canoes, and 
aU those of the aifiereu. rivers, from Benui to Gale- 
bar, are constructed by them. Since the first day 
of our aitival we have had no fowl, but have been 
kept on the regular slave allowance of half a yam 
per day. This may have preserved our health, for 
it is more than hkelv that if we had hved well after 
being nearly starved, and exposed as we had been 
to the hot sun during the day, and the dews atnightf 
we should have had some dangerous fever. 

Last evening) Obie, in his showy coral diessy caoio 
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barefooted to our hut, to inspect our books, and 
examine the contents of our medicine chest. His 
approach was announced to us by the Jinghng of the 
little beUs which encircled his feet He appeared 
greatly pleased with every thing he saw, and looked 
affhast when informed of the powerful properties 
of some of the medicines, which ended m a fit of 
laughter. He expressed a strong desire to have a 
little, especially the purgatives ; and as we treated 
the Sultan of Ykoorie and family, so we treated him. 
Obie was evidently fearful of our books, having 
been informed that they could ** tell all things r 
and appeared to shrink with horror at one which 
was offered him, shaking his head, saying that he 
must not accept it, for that it was good only for 
white men, •* whose God was not his god !" The 
visit was of short duration. 

We found King Boy in the inner yard of the king's 
house again to-diay, and from his significant phy^iog^ 
nomy we conjectured that he had something of 
consequence to communicate. Obie received us 
with his usual politeness and jocularity; but in- 
stantly directed his attention and discourse to King 
Boy, who maintained an earnest and pret^animated 
conversation with him for some time. The Bonny 
peoi^ were in attendance, weeping. As we were 
frequently pointed out and nstmed, we had no doubt 
whatever that it wjas chiefly concerning ourselves, 
which opink)n was soon after confirmed. As if the 
parties had some secrets to discuss which they did 
not wish either their attendants or our own to over- 
hear, they retired to the middle court, where having 
conversed for a time by themselves, they returned 
with anxious looks to resume the conversation. 

This was repeated twice ; after which (as we sub* 
se^uently understood) Obie briefly relatea in a loud 
voice the result of this extraordinary conference, 
and all present, except the men of Bonny, shouted 
simultaneously the monosyllable ^ Yah !** as a token 
of their approbation. 
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In the mean time, from anxiety to be made ac- 
qnainted with what had transpired respecting our- 
seWeSy we felt rather impatient and uneasy, — ^the 
answer of King Boy to our repeated interrogations 
having been only •* plenty of bars!" the meaning 
whereof we were grievously puzded to define. 
But shortly after the termination of the palaver, 
how transported were we to hear the last-men- 
tioned individual explain himself in broken English 
to this effect : " In the conversation which I have 
just had with Obie, I have been induced to olBfer him 
the goods which he demands for your ransom, on 
the faith that they be hereafter repaid me by the 
master of the brip: Thomas, which is now lymg in 
the First Brass River, and that the value of fif^en 
bars or slaves be added thereto in European goods, 
and likewise a cask of rum, as a remuneration for 
the hazard and trouble which I shall inevitably 
incur in transporting you to Brass. If you consent 
to these conditions, and on these only I consent to 
redeem you, you will forthwith give me a bill on 
Captain Lake for the receipt of articles to the value 
of thirty-five bars, after which you will be at liberty 
to leave this place, and go along with me whenever 
you may think proper, agreeably to the understand- 
ing at present existing between Olne and myself." 

Tliis was heavenly news indeed; and we thanked 
King Boy over and over again for his generosity and 
nobteness; for we were too much elated at the 
time to reflect on the exorbitant demands which he 
had imposed upon us. We immediately ^ve him 
m bill on Mr. Lake t indeed there was nothing which 
we would not have done rather than lose the oppor- 
tunity of getting down to the sea, which seemed 
80 providentially held out to us. Obie perceived 
by the great and sudden change in our counte 
nances the joy which filled our breasts ; and having 
asked us wliether we were not pleased with his 
arrangements, in the fuUiess of our hearts, he ex* 
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aeted from us a promise that, on returning to Eng- 
land, we would inform our countrymen that he 
was a good man, and that we would pay him a visit 
whenever we should come again into the country. 

When King Boy came for his book, I gave it 
him, and he wished to send it down to the brig, to 
know if it was good. This I had expected^ so I 
told him that the book would be of no use unless we 
were sent along with it, and that the captain would 
not pay it before he had taken us on board the brig, 
on which he put it into his pocket-book. 

We then bade him farewell, and he took leave of 
us in a kind and cordial manner. 

Fearing that something might yet occur to detain 
us, and ultimately change the king's resolution alto- 
gether, we were most eager to get out of the reach 
of him and his people as quickly as possible. There, 
fore we lost not a moment, but hastened to omr 
lodgings, and havmgsent our people on board Boy's 
canoe, we hurried after them immediately, and em- 
barked at three in the afternoon. And thus ter- 
minated four of the most wretched days of our ex- 
istence. Our own old leaky and shattered canoe 
we are unable to take with us, as it would detain us 
very much, from being so heavy to move along; 
the Damuggoo people vnll accompany us in their 
own, and every thing is arranged for our departure 
at an early hour to-morrow. 

The Brass canoe, which is now become our 
dweUing, is extremely large and heavily laden. It 
is paddled by forty men and boys, in addition to 
whom there maybe about twenty individuals, or 
more, including a few slaves and ourselves^— «o 
thai the number of human beings vrill amount to :A 
least sixty Like Obie's war-canoes, it is frurnished 
with a cannon, which is lashed to the bow, a vast 
number of cutlasses, and a quantity of grape and 
•ther shot, besides powder, flmts, &c. It containi 
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a number of lar^ boxes or chests, which are filled 
with spirituous hquors, cotton, and silk goods, earth- 
enware, and other articles of European and other 
foreign manufactures: besides abundance of pro- 
visions for present consumption, and two thousand 
3rams for the master of a Spanish slaver, which is 
now lying in Brass river. In this canoe three men 
might sit with ease abreast of each other, and from 
the number of people which it contains, and the im- 
mense quantity of articles of various descriptions, 
some idea of its size may be formed. It has been 
cut out of a soUd trunk of a tree, and draws four feet 
and a half water, being more than fifty feet in 
length. But it is so deeply laden that not above 
two inches of the canoe is to be seen above the 
water's edge. With its present burden, it would be 
impossible for her to sail on any river less smooth 
than the Niger, and even as it is, when it comes to 
be paddled, there will be danger of its being swamped. 
It is really laughable to reflect that the canoe 
is supplied with two immense speaking-trumpets, 
'Which, considering the Stentorian lungs of the men 
of Bra^s, are entirely superfluous, and that she is 
commanded by regularly appointed officers, with 
sounding titles, in imitation of European vessels, 
such as captain, mate, boatswain, coxswain, &c., 
besides a cook and his minions. These distinctions 
are encouraged by King Boy, whose vanity and 
consequence even in the most trifling concerns is 
irresistibly diverting. We shall sleep in the canoe 
to-night, but it is almost unnecessaW to sa3r that 
want of room, as in former cases, win be an intol- 
erable grievance. 

.Before we embarked, we had taken a little boiled 
yam with palm-oil at Obie's house, and we remained 
two hours lying by the bai^. At seven in the eve- 
ning we settled ourselves for the night, but found 
that we were exceedinygly cramped up from want of 
room, occaaicmed by the yams being stowed badly. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Dapartare fltm Eboe— Addizetta— SoperatitioTM Oeremoniea-^raawii- 
cen of the Canoe— Banks of the River— The Tide observed-^The 
Trayellera met by the Chief of Brass Town— Description of Kiof 
Forday— Ffldsh Ceremonies— Procession of Canoes to Brass Town— 
ArriTal- Description of Brass Town— Its Producttons— The King^ 
House— The Trarellers neglected— Intenriew with King Forday— 
Preparations for leaTing Brass Town. 

Friday^ November l2th.^A orbat tumult arose 
last nigM between the natives and the men of Brass, 
which might have had a serious and fata] termination, 
if the latter had not taken timely precaution to convey 
their canoe from the beach into the middle of tlM 
stream, whither the natives could not follow them. 
The natives had flocked down to the water's edge 
in considerable numbers, armed with muskets, spears, 
and other offensive weapons, and kept up a dread- 
ful noise, like the howling of wolves, till long after 
m^night, when the uproar died away. During the 
night my brother experienced a smart paroxysm of 
fever, which left him towards morning very languid 
and heartless. He was prevented from taking n^- 
dne, not onl^ from our exposed situation, but like- 
wise f^om its awkwardness and unpleasantness, 
orighiating from the number of people amonff whom 
we were literally jammed. King Boy slept on 
shore with his wife Addizetta^ who is Obie's favour- 
ite daughter, and on her account we waited tiU 
between seven and eight o'clock in the morning, 
when she made her appearance with her husband, 
— who we understand has embraced the present op- 
portunity of making an excursion with her to his 
native country, to vary her life a little by a change 
of air and scene, and to introduce her to his other 
wives and relatives residing at Brass. She has 
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besides expressed a desire to see white men^s ships, 
and it is partly to gratify her curiosity in this par- 
ticular that she is going with us. On stepping mto 
the canoe, with a spirit of gallantry. Boy handed 
her to the best seat, which was a box, close to which 
he himself sat, and which we had relinquished in 
her favour from motives of delicacy. Her face was 
towards the bow, while my brother and I sat di- 
rectly vis d vis on a heap of yams ; but we were so 
close to the opposite party, that our legs came 
continually in contact, which threatened to produce 
much inconvenience and some confusion. We were 
still further detained by removing various heavy 
articles into another canoe which was lying along- 
side, because ours was pronounced too deeply laden 
to be safe ; but after all she did not appear to be 
lightened very considerably. This being done, at 
half-past seven we pushed off the Eboe shore, and 
for a httle while, with forty paddles dashing up ttie 
silvery foam at the same moment, we glided through 
the water with the speed of a dolphm. To us it 
afforded no small gratification. 

The eyes of man are so placed in his head, that 
it has been frequently observed, whether sitting or 
standing, he can behold earth and sky at the same 
moment without inconvenience, which is an advan- 
tage, I believe, that no other animaj possesses in an 
equal degree, if he does at all. As I was reflecting 
On this circumstance, I happened to cast my eyes 
towards the horizon, to convince myself of its re- 
ality, when I- found the tall, masculine figure of 
Obie's favourite daughter intercepted it entirely from 
my view. Being thus balked for the moment in 
my intentions, I was instantly diverted from them, 
and I thought the opportunity favourable for study- 
ing the physiognomy and person of King Boy's 
*• Gdye-'ove." Addizetta may be between twenty 
and thirty years of age, or perhaps younger, for she 
takes snuffy and females arrive at womaniiood in 
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warm countries much sooner than in cold oneai 
Her person is tall, stout, a|id well iuroportioned» 
though it has not dig^nity sufScient to be command- 
ing; her countenance is round and open, but dull^ 
and almost inexpressive ; mildness of manners, even- 
ness of temj^r, and inactivity of body also, might 
notwithstandiug, I think, be clearly defined in it; 
on the whole she had a perfect virginity of face, 
which betrays not the smaUest symptom of feeling. 
Her forehead is smooth and snining as polish^ 
ebony, but it is rather too low to be noble ; ner eyes 
fiill, large, and beautiful, though languid ; her cheeks 
of a Dutch-like breadth and fulness ; her nose finely 
compressed, but not quite so distinguished a feature 
as the negro nose in general ; there is a degree of 
prettiness about her mouthy the lips not beinff disa- 
greeably large, which is further embellished by a 
set of elegant teeth, perfectly even and regular, and 
white as the teeth of a greyhound ; her chin — ^but 
I am unable to describe a chm ; I only know that it 
agrees very well with the other features of the face. 
Addizetta seldom laughs, but smiles or simpers 
most engagingly whenever she is more than ordi- 
narily pleased ; and she seems not to be unconscioua 
of the powerful influence which these smiles have 
over the mind of her husband. Her dress and per- 
sonal ornaments may be described in few words ; 
the former consisting simply of a piece of figured 
silk, encircling the waist, and extending as far as 
the knees; her woolly hair, which is tastefully 
braided, is enclosed in a net, and ends in a peak at 
the top ; the net is adorned, but not profuse^, with 
coral beads, strings of which hang from the crown to 
the forehead. She wears necklaces of the same 
costly bead, copper rings encircle her fingers and 
grreat toes, bracelets of ivory her wrist, and enor- 
mous rings, also of elephant's tusks, decorate her 
legs^ near the ankle, by which she is almost disabled 
ffom walkings on account of their ponderous weight 
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mdimiiieBseeize. Ih$id almost finished the scrutiny 
of her pep^son, when Addizetta, observing nie regard- 
ing her with more tiian common attention* at leng^ 
caught my eye* and turned away her head with a 
triumphsmt kind of smile, as much as to say, " Ay^ 
white man^ you may well admire and adore my 
person ; I perceive you ar^ struck with my beauty, 
and no wonder neither ;" yet I immediately checked 
the ill-natured construction which I had put on her 
looks, and accused rays^f of injustice. For though, 
said I to myself, Addizetta, poor simple savage, may 
be as fond of admiration as her white sisters in niore 
civilized lands ; yet her thoughts, for aught I know, 
might have been very remote from vanity and self- 
love. However, that she smiled I am quite certain, 
and very {urettily too, for I saw a circling dimple 
radiating upon her full, round cheek, which termi* 
nated in a momentary gleam of animation, and illu-» 
minated her dark languishmg eye like a flash of 
light— and what could all this mean? I had for- 
gotten to say that the person of Obie's daughter is 
tattooed in various parts ; hut the incisions^ or rather 
lacerations, are irregular and unseemly. Her bosom 
in particular, bears evident marks of the cutting and 
gashing which it had received when Addizetta was 
a child ; for the wounds having badly healed, the 
skin over them is risen a full half inch above the 
natural surfoce. By the side of each eye, near the 
temple vein, a representation of the point of an 
arrow is alone formed with tolerable accuracy. 
They look, as though indigo had been inserted into 
the flesh vnth a needle ; and by this peculiarity, with 
which every female's face is impressed the Eboe 
women are distinguished from their neighbours and 
surrounding tribes^ 

Before breakfast, Addizetta was employed above 
an hour in cleaning and pohshing her teeth, by rub- 
hing them with the fibrous roots of a. certain shrub 
or tree, which are. much esteemed and generaliT 

.Vol. II. -X 
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used for the purpose in her own country, as well ss 
In the more interior parts. Great part of the day is 
consumed by many thousands of indiyiduats in tiiis 
amusing occupation, and to this cause the brilliant 
whiteness of fheir teeth for which Africans, gene- 
rally speaking, are remarkable, may be attributed. 

About ten m the morning a mess of fish, boiled 
with yams and plantains, was produced for break- 
fast. As King Boy was fearful that our presence 
might incommode his lady, we were desired to moTe 
farther back, that she mi^t eat with additional coin 
fidence and comfort, for alas ! we are not placed on 
an equality with Addizetta and her kingly spouse* 
When they had breakfasted, and swallowed a calabash 
of water from the stream, we ourselves were serred 
with 2^ plateful, and afterward the boat's crew and 
the slaves were likewise regaled with yams and 
water. In the evening another refreshment, similar 
to this, was served roimd to all ; and these are ^ 
only meals which the men of Brass have dnringthe 
twenty-four hours. Before eating himself, Boy 
makes it a practice of offering a small portion of his 
food to " the spirits of the river," that his voyage 
may be rendered propitious by conciliating their 
good-will. Previous also to his drinking a glass of 
rum or spirits, he pours a few drops of it into the 
water, invoking the protection of these fanciful be- 
ings, by muttering several expressions between his 
teeth, the tenor of which, of course, we do not un- 
derstand. This religious observance, we are told, is 
invariably performed whenever the Brass peopte 
have occasion to leave their country by water, or 
return to it by the same means ; it is called a meat 
and drink offering, and is celebrated at every meaL 
A custom very similar to this prevails in Yarribaf 
at Badigry, t?ape Coast Castle, and along the western 
coast generally ; — ^the natives of those places never 
take a glass of spirits without spilling a quantity 
of it on the ground, as a ^ fetish.*^ In the mottui^ 
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we dbsenred a brancli of the river running out in a 
westerly direction, the course of the main body be- 
iag south-west. • 

• We stopped awhile at various little villages dur« 
ing the day, to purchase 3rams, bananas, and cocoa- 
nuts ; and the curiosity oi their poor inhabitants at 
our appearance was intense. They are chiefly fish* 
ermen or husbandmen, and notwithstanding our un« 
couth and remarkable dress, they behaved) to us 
without rudeness, and even with civility, so that 
their inquisitiveness was not disagreeable. Speak- 
ing-trumpets, we«3hould imagine, are iouite a novelty 
with the mm of Brass, by the extraordinary rapture 
which they* display for tlieir music, which certainly 
is any thing but melodious. Two of these instru- 
ments, as we said yesterday, are in the canoe, for 
^be convenience of issuing orders ; and they have 
not been from the mouths of the officers for ten 
nintxtes together during the whole day, so great has 
been the desire of all to breathe through them, and 
add to the deafening noises made by their constant 
quarrelling with each other. This is a great annoy- 
ance, but we are constrained to submit to it m 
silence ; besides, it is entirely superfluous, for the 
voices of the people are of themselves loud and 

Sowerful enough for all the common purposes of 
fe; and when they have a mind to strain their 
brazen lungs, no speaking-trumpet that has ever been 
made, be it ever so large, could match the quantity 
of horri^ sound which they make— it would drown 
ihe roaring of the sea. In addition to the officers 
and attendants in the canoe that we mentioned yes- 
terday, we have one drummer, the king's steward, 
9Xid his lady's maid, and two persons to bail out 
water, besides three captains, to give the necessary 
directions for the safety of the canoe. The noise 
made by these fellows as we started, in bawling to 
their feUsh through the trumpet, was beyond all de- 
•pripttoa. Their object Mras to secure us a safe 
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jottrney, and most certaii^, if noise could do so, 
we were pretty certain of it. The villages that we 
passed in the dburse of the day were very numerousy 
•and distant not more than two or three miles from 
«ach other on the banks of the river. They were 
surrounded by more cultivated land than we have 
«een this last fortnight; the crops consisting of 
yams, bananas, plantains, Indian com, Ac. &c., and 
we have not seen so much since leaving Kacimda. 
The banks here seem to be well calculated for the 
growth of rice, and every other grain that we have 
seen in the interior. The villages had a pleasing 
appearance from the river. The houses seem to be 
built of a light-coloured clay, and beiAg thatched 
witii palm branches, they very much resemble our 
own cottages. They are of a square form, with 
two windows on each side of the door^ but have no 
upper rooms. 

The villagers seem to be equally as distmstftil as 
those above Eboe town in tradmg with ourpeo|de, 
for the men only came down with their 3ram8 and 
fish, and were armed with guni^ and swords. Tlie 
fish they brought us consisted of cat-fish and shrimps, 
which had been smoked over a wood-fire, and when 
boiled were very palatable. The villagers had no 
tattoo marks; they wear the grass cloth fastened 
round their waists, and the better sort wore printed 
cottons. We engaged two small canoes to carry 
the yams we had purchased. 

In many places we observed that the river had 
overflowed its banks, and was running between the 
trees and thick underwood. In the widest pan, it 
did not seem to be more than a mile and a hdf 
across. The course of the river has been to-day 
nearly south-west: its width is sensibly diminishing, 
indeed it is fast dwindling away into an ordinary 
stream. 

- Saturday^ November 13fA.-^PerhqM there cannot 
he a greater eomfort under the sun than souftd and 
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invigOfatiBf^ sleep to the weary i nor, in our opinion, 
a greater grievance than the loss of it ; because 
wiScefulness, at those hours which nature has des- 
tined for repose is* in nine cases out of ten, sure 
to be the harbinger of peevishness, discontent, and 
ill-humour, and not unfrequently induces languor, 
lassitude, and disease; No two individuals in ^ 
world have greater reason to complain of disturbed 
slumbers or nightly watching than ourselves. Here- 
tofore this has been occasioned chiefly by exposure 
to damps, rains, and dews, mosquito attacks, fright- 
ful and piercing noises, and over-fatigue, or appre- 
hension and anxiety of mind. But now, in the ab- 
sence of most of these causes, we are cramped, 
painfully cramped, for want of room, insomuch that 
when we feel drowsy, we find it impossible to place 
ourselves in a recumbent posture, without having 
the heavy legs of Mr. and Mrs. Boy, with their pn>> 
digious ornaments of ivory, placed either on our faces 
or on our breasts. From such a situaticm it requires 
almost the strength of a rhinoceros to be freed : ^t 
is excessively teasing. Last night we were par- 
ticularly unfortunate m this respect ; and a second 
attack of fever, which came on me in the evening, 
rendered my condition lamentable indeed, and truly 
fHteous. It would be ridiculous to suppose that one 
can enjoy the refreshment of sleep, how much soever 
it may be required, when two or more uncovered 
legs and feet, huge, black, and rough, are traversing 
one's face and body, stopping up the passages of res- 
piration, and pressing so heavily upon them at 
times as to threaten suffocation. I could not long 
endure so serious an inconvenience, but preferrea 
last night sittinf^ up in the canoe. My brother was 
indisposed, and, in fact, unable to follow my example, 
and, therefore, I endeavoured if possible to render 
Ills situation more tolerable. With this object in 
view, I pinched the feet of our snoring companions 
(JUr. ana Mrs. Boy) repeatedly* till the pain caused 
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them to aiKrake, and remore them ftom his hcBf 
■nd this enabled him to draw backwards a few- 
inches, and place his head into a narrow recess 
which is formed by two boxes. However, this did 
not allow him liberly to turn it either way, and thos 
jkmmed, with no command whatever over his so£» 
fering limbs, he passed the hom« without sleep, and 
arose this morning with bruised bones and sore 
limbs, complaining bitterly of the wretched moments 
which the leg&of Mr. and Mrs. Boy had caused him, 
with their ivory rii^ and heaps of yams. 

It was not till two o'clock this morning that we 
arrived at a convenient place for stop^nng awhile, 
to give the canoe-^men f est from their labour ; and at 
daybreak we launched out again into the river, and 
paddled down the stream. At seven in the momingv 
Boy and his wife having landed to trade, I took thenr 
place, and slept soundly an hour and a half, which 
quite refreshed me. Without encountering any 
thing remarkable, we passed the day in much the 
s^me manner as yesterday, stopping occasionally at 
certain villages which are scattered along the banks^ 
for the purpose of bartering with their inftiabitants^ 
Plantains, bananas, and yams are cultivated by them 
to an extraordinary and almost incredil^ esttent^ 
and for the space of nearly twenty miles scarcely 
any thing dse but plantations of these shrubs and 
vegetables are to be seen. This circumstance has 
led us to infer that the country is infinitely more 
populous than its general appearance would seem to 
indicate* It is flat, open, varied, qnd b^utiAil in 
many places, and its soil is a rich dark mould or 
loam. But notwithstanding this extensive cultivated 
tract, and other large and verdant patches, the use- 
less mangrove-tree {rkizophera mangle^ f with its pen- 
duit branches and impenetrable roots, is fast «n^ 
croaching on every moist situation the nearer we 
i|)proach the sea^ 

We e(»itiiiued our course down the tif^t ualil two 
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hours dller midnight, when W6 gtoptied nehrs small 
village on the east sidfe'of the river. Wemttde fast 
to the shore, and the people settled tiilsniselves in 
the canoe to sleep. Hairing sat up the whole of last 
night, for the hest of all reasons, because i codiM &id 
no room to lie down, in consequence of the crowdea 
state of our canoe, and feeling m3rself quite unequal 
to do the same a^in, I took my mat and went on 
shore, determined, if possible, to ^ep on the gro^md* 
Overcome by fatigue and the fear of being attacked 
by alligators, Or any thing else, I select a dry 
place, and laid myself down on my mat. I had 
nearly dropped asleep, when I was roused by several 
severe stings, and fouiid myself covered witfe Mack 
ants# They had got up my trousers, and were tor- 
menting me dreadfully. At first I knew not wfaiek 
way to get rid of them, and ran about as fkst as I 
could, with the idea of shaking them off me, but 
with all my endeavours it was long before I ctfuld 
set rid of them. Our men, Paskoe, Sam^ and Jow* 
die, seeing the condition I was in, landed from the 
canoe, and made large fires in the form of a ring, and 
I laid down in the midst of them and slept till day<^ 
light. The sting of a black ant is quite as painM 
as that of a wasp. 

Sunday, November 14M.— -This morning at daylight^ 
when the natives brought their fish and yams to out 
people for sale, they did not appear to be at all sur* 

f>rised at seeing our white faces, ftom which I ani 
ed to believe that they have seen white men at th« 
seaside. At five in the morning we agaM resumed 
our course down the river. At ten A. M. we passed 
a small branch of the river runnhig off east-soutfi*^ 
east. 

In the course of the day we passed several sand- 
banks in the middle of the river, and our people ran 
the canoe asroond on them purposely, to get into 
the water and to have a wash. The sun was exoeed-i 
ingly pont^M, and they appeared toeniof the water 
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Yiery nrach. The cbannelB of the river on each tide 
of the baidu appear to be rery deep* and the depth 
on the banks I concluded to be about three feet« 
After our people had taken a good wash, we again 
proceeded onwards. 

At seven in the evening we departed from the main 
river, and to(^ our course up a smtJl branch towards 
Brass town, running, in a dureetion about south-east 
by east from that which we had leA. The course of 
the river ^has been about south, and continued in the 
same direction when we left it. It has overflowed 
its banks in many jABces that we passed to-day, and is 
considerably diminished in its breadthr The widest 
part was not more than a mile and a half across, and 
the narrowest about tlureeihundred yards. We have 
seen many villages in the course of the day, and 
where the banks were not over^wn, there was 
much cultivated land. 

At half-pBst eight in the evening, to our great sat- 
isfaction, we found ourselves influenced by the tide. 
We had previously observed an appearance of foam 
on the water, which might ha;ire oeen carried up by 
the flood^tide from the mouth of the river ; but we 
now felt certain of being within its influence. We 
were constantly annoyed by the canoe running 
aground on a bank, or sticking fast in the under- 
woodi which delayed our progress considerably, and 
the men were oUiged to get out to lighten and lift 
the canoe off them. Our track was urough a nar- 
row creek arched over by mangroves, so as to form 
a complete avenue, which in many places was so 
thick as to be totally impenetrable by tne %ht above* 
At ten P. M. a heavy shower of ram wetted ns tho- 
roughly; aind after this was over, the dripping from 
the trees, which overhung the canoe kept us in con- 
stant rain nearly all night. The smell from decayed 
vegetable substances was sickly and ezceedinglv 
disagreeable. 

Mtmda^fNavemb^ UkiA.— Through these glocmiy 
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tad ^tnal pasdajp^es w^ ^travelled during^ the whole 
of last flighty without stof^tig, unless, fbr a lew 
minutes at a time to disengage ourselves from the 
pendent i^^ts of the mangrove and spreading bram*- 
bleB in which we ocoasionallj became entangled. 
These lustiuriant kMLtires Of the soil are so intridatel^f 
-woveh^ that it^would be next to ilmposeible to eradi- 
cate th^m. Their roots and branches are the recep- 
tacles of ooxe, mud, and fUth of all kincte^ exhaling 
a peculiariy offensive odour, which no doubt pos- 
sesses highly deleterious <}Ualities. The reason ad- 
duced for not restii^g dunnff the night was the ap- 
prehension entertamed by King Boy of being unable 
to overtake his fatlter ftnd brothers this morning, 
they having left the Eboe country the day before us. 
A certain spot had previously been fixed on by the 
parties fbr tiie meeting, and we arrived there about 
Bine o^do^k A. M.y ind feuhd those individuals in 
three large eandes, ivith' their attendants, waiting 
our atrrivaU Here we slopped^ and made our canoes 
iiurt to the trees, to take refrtohment, such as it was, 
ttftd half cm hout*B nest ; and here we w^re intro- 
duced to the renowned King Forday, who, accord*- 
ing to his own acciount, is monarch of -l^e whole , 
i^ountry. In one of the canoes sat old King* Fordayv ' 
in company with several fetish priests ; the uecoaA 
canoe belonged to King Boy, andi the third was Afe. 
Gun's. These canoes had come thus far for the 
purpose of escorting us into their couhtry. 

King Forday is a complacent, venerable-lookinjg 
old man, but was rather shabbily dressed, partly in 
tlie European and partly in the native style., Uke 
QAOSt savages, his fondness for spirituous liquors is 
extlreme, and he drank large potations of rum in owr 
inresenee, though it produced no visible effect either 
upon his manners or conversation. In the jollity of ^e 
moment he attempted to sing, but his weak, piping 
Toice did not seem td second his inclination, and the 
sound died away fkom very feebleness* His su^ 
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jectoy howerer, amounting to newly two hmidred 
ndividiialB, testified their amHTobation of the effort 
by a tremendous ^ Yah !" shouted simultaneously 
by erery roice, which sounded like the roar of a lion. 

During the time we had been at breakfast the tide 
ebbed ami left our canoes lying on the mud. Break- 
fast being over, the fetish priests commenced their 
avocations by marking the person of King Boy from 
head to foot with cludk, in lines, circles^ and a va- 
riety of fantastic figures, which so" completely meta- 
morphosed hiqn as to rendei^'his identity rather ques- 
tionable at the distance of only a few yards. His 
usual dress had been thrown aside, and he was al- 
lowed to wear nothing but a narrow sHQl handker- 
c^ef tied round his waist ; o^ his head a httle dose 
cap was placed, made of grass, and ornamented witii 
large feathers* • These, we found, were the wing 
feathers of a black and white buz^^urd, which is tiie 
fetish bird^ of Br^s town. Two hugs speats were 
also chalked and put iiMrO his hands, and thus equipped 
his ai^arance was wild and grotesque in the ex* 
toeme. The same operatioB was performed on 
the rest of the party, and the fetish priests were 
chalked in the same manner. Our own people were 
jnereiy marked in the forehead, and* ourselves, per- 
hxpB Irom being already white, although our mceu 
were not a little tanned, were exempted from the 
ceremony. 

At eleven A. M. we were ordered into King JPor- 
dav*s casoe to sit doi^ with him. The cUd man 
asked us immediately, in toJusral^ good English, to 
take a ^ass of rum with him, and having seen us 
wondering at th& strange a^^arance of King Boy 
and the rest of the party, gav^ us to und^rstai^ thai 
in consequence of no man having coihe down the 
liver as we had, it was done to prevent any thing 
bad happening to them. We also understood from 
himthat a certain rite w^d be performed to I^ 
#1^ the fetish or domestic gpd of Brass town, ia 
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hOBdur of our coming^. The tide was now tkti re« 
Uiramg, and preparations were made for proceeding; 
to Brass town» For thi^ purpose the canoes were 
an arranged in a line, that of King Boy talHng the 
lead, ourtelves and King Forday in me ne^ followed 
by King Boy V brother* Mr» Guni and the Damuggoo 
people in others* and in this order we proceeded up 
the river. Gun is styled the litde military king of 
Brasa town, from beln^ intrusted with the Care of 
a)] the armd and ammunition* ami on this occasion 
he gave us frequent opportunities of witnessing hi» 
importance and activity, \^ suddenly passing a short 
distance before ^e rest of the canoes and firing off 
the cannon in the bowof his own* and then dropping 
behind again. ) 

The whole procession formed one of the most ex- 
traordinary sights that can be itaagined. The canoes 
were following each oth^r up the river ill tolerable 
order* each of them displaying three flags* In the 
first was King Boy, standing erect and conspicuous* 
his head-dress of feathers waving with the move^ 
ments of his body* which had been chalked in va- 
rious fantastic figures* rendered more distinct by its 
natural colour ; his hands ^ext resting on the barbs 
of two immense spears, which at intervals he darted* 
Tiolently into the bottom of the canoe, as if he were 
in th^ act of killing some formidable wild animal 
under his, feet. In the bows of all the other canoes 
Ibtish priests were dancing and performing various 
extraordinary antics, their persons* as well as those 
of the people Jn, them; being chalked over in the 
same manner as that of King Boy; and* to crown 
the whole* A&» Guta* the liUle mititary gentlemaut 
was most actively employed, his canoe now darting 
before and now <fropping behind the rest* adding not 
a little to the imposing effect of the whole scene by 
^he repeated discharges of his cannon. 

In this manner we continued on till about noon* 
when wt entered a little biy* and saw before us* on 
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tkesduthvideof H, tvo 4i«tmct groups of boaldiagi^ 
one of which is King Forday's towB» and the oUi«r 
King JadLet'a toirn* The cannons in ^ the canoes 
Vfete now fired off, and the whole qf the peop^ were 
cniickly oi> the look-out to witness our approach. 
The firing having ceased* the greatest stillness pre- 
vailed, and the canoes moved forwsurd very slowly 
between the two towns to a small island a little to 
the east of Jackets town* This island is the a'bode 
of the Dju-cUn, or grand fetish priest, and his wive& 
no one else bekig permitted to reside there. Jis we 
passed Forday's town, a salute,^ of seven guns was 
fired off at a small battery near the water. The ca^ 
noes stopped near, the fetish hut on the island, which 
is a low insignificant building of clay. The priest, 
who was chalked over nearly in the same manner 
as Boy, drfw near to .the water's edge, and with a 
peculiar air asked some questions, which 4^;xpeared 
to be answered to his satisfaction^ Bey thei^ landed, 
and, }»eoeded by the tall figure of the priest, entered 
the religious hut. Soon s^er this the priest came 
to the water-side, and, looking on us with much 
earnestness, Inroke an eggt and poured some liquid 
iftto ^e water, after which he Again returned to the 
but. The Brass men then rushed on a sudden intp 
the water, and returned in the same hasty manner, 
Mrhteh to us appeared equally/ as mysterious as the 
restof the c^en^y. 

After remaining at the island; about an hour, da- 
ring which tune Boy was in the hut with the priest, 
he rejoined us, and we proc^ede^ to<Forday> town 
and took up our residence at Boy's house. In the 
extraordinary ceremouy which, wp^ had justt wit- 
i^ssed, it wa» evideut that we were the persons 
princip^ly conoemed ; but whether it terminated in 
our favour or agaioi^t us— whether the answers of 
the Dju-dju were propitious or pth^erwis^, we shaO 
be able to ascertain only by the future bcbaTiour of 
the Brass people towards us. 
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We 8dw with emoUons of Joy a wUte man on 
shore while we were in the eaaoe» waiting the con* 
elusion of the ceremony, . It was a cheering and 
ffoo'dly sight to recognise the features of a European 
m the mSst of a crowd of sarages* llus individual 
paid us a visit in the evening t his behaviour was 
perfectly aftMe^ courteous, and obliging* and in the 
course of a conversation which we hs^ with him* 
he informed us that be is master of the Spanish 
schooner which is at present lying in the Brass river 
for slaves. Sik of her crew, who have been ill of 
fever, and are still indisposed, likewise reside in the 
town. 

Tuesdayf Nov. 16^A.— Of all the wretched, filthy, 
ahd contemptible places in this world of ours, none 
can present to the eye of a strangetSK)^ miserable 
an appearance, or can offer snc^ dlsgiisting and 
loathsome sights, ae this abominaUe Braids town* 
Dogs, goats, and other animals run about the dirty 
streets, half-starved, vvhose hungry looks can only 
be exceeded by the famishing appearance of the 
men, women, and childtien, which bespeaks the 
'penury and wretchedness to^ which they are reduced ; 
while the persons of many of them are covered with 
odious bites, and their huts are falling to the groimd 
From negleet and d^cay. 

Brass, properly speaking, consists of two towns* 
of nearly e^ual size, containing about a thousand 
h^abitants each, and built on the borders of a kind 
of hasfai, which is formed by a number of rivulets* 
entering it-from the Niger through forests of man- 
grove bushes. One of them is uMer the domination 
of a noted, scoundrel called King Jacket^ who has 
ahready been spoken of) aild the other is governed 
by a rival chief, named Kitfg Ford^f* These towns 
are situated directiy opposite each other, and within 
the distance of eigh^ yards t and afe built on a 
tnarshy ground, which ocoasions the huts to be always 
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wet/ Another place, called ••^Pilot's t&wB^ by En- 
Topeans, (Vom the number of pilots that tpeUde mi^ 
18 sitaated nearly at the monl^ of the First Bras* 
Rvirer (which we understand is the •* Nun^ river of 
Europeans), and at the distance of sixty ot seventy 
mites from^ hence. This town acknowledges the an^ 
^ority of both kings, having been originally peo« 
pled by settlers 'from each of their towns. At the 
ebb of the tide, the basin is left perfectly dry, with 
tiie exception bf small gutters, and presents a smooth 
fflfid almost unvaried surface of Maek mud,, whi^ 
emits an mtolerable odour, owing to the decomposi- 
tion of Vegetable substances, and the auantitfof" 
:0th and nastiness which is tlurown int^tbe basin by 
the inhabitants of both towns. Not withstsmding tfaw 
nuisance, both children^ and grown-up persons may 
be seen sporting in the mud, whenever the tide goes 
out, adl nakedrand amusing themse^res in Xhe. same 
manner as if they were on shore.v 

The Brass people' grow neither jramsnor bananas* 
nor grain of any kind, cultivating only the plamtaiQ 
as an article of food, which, with the addimn of a 
little fish, forms their principal airticle of diet. 
Tarns; however, are freely imported irom Eboe and 
other countries by the chief people, who resell gres^ 
quantities of them to the sluppmg that may happen 
to be m the river. They are ens^bled to do this by 
the very ecmnderable profits which accrue to Uiei» 
from their trading transactions with people residing 
farther inland,, and from the palm-Oil which they 
themselves manufacture, and which tihtey dispose of* 
to ^e Liverpool traders. The soil in the vieimty 
of Brass is for the most part poor and marshy, 
though it is covered with a rank, hixuriant, and im- 
penetrable vegetation: even in the hands of an 
active, industnous race, it wocdd offer almost msQ- 
perable obstacles to general cultivation; but with its 
pesent possessors the mangrove itself can Tusret 
be extkpatedy and the country will, it is Mhe^ 
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of ttine. 

The dwelling in which we reside belongs to King 
Boy ; it stands on the extreme edge of the basin, and 
was constructed not long since by a carpenter, who 
came up the river for the purpose from Calebar, of 
which place he is a native ; he received seven slaves 
for his labour. The man must have seen European 
dwellings, as this is evidently an .attempt to imitate 
them. Its form is oblong, a^d it contains four apart- 
ments, which are Idl on the ground floor, lined with 
wood, and furnished with ioKrably made doors and 
cupboards. This wood bears decided marks of its 
having once formed part of a vessel, and is most 
likely the remains of one which was wrecked, we 
heax, not long agp, on the bar of the river. The 
house has secenUy jyeeA converted into a kind of 
seritgho by King Boy, because he has, to use his own 
expression;^ plenty of wives," who require looking 
after, it adso anilwers the purpose of a storehouse 
for Eovopean go^ds, tobacco, and spirituous hquors. 
Its rafters are of bamboo, and its thatch of palm- 
leaved. The apartment which we occupy nas a 
window overlooking the bai^ outside which is a 
veranda, at present occupied by Pascoe and his 
wives. The whole of its furniture consists of an 
old oaken table ; but it is suppUed with seats made 
of clay, \Yhich are raised about three feet from the 
gronncL These, together with the floor, which is of 
rand, are so soft and wet, as to enable a person tp 
thrust his hand into any part of them, without any 
difficulty whatever. In one comer communicating 
with the other apartments is a door, which is desti« 
tXLUi of a lock) and H^pt always ajar, except at night, 
when it is closed. One of the sides of the room is 
decorated with an old French print representing the 
Virgin IV^ury, with agreat number of chubby-taced 
angels ministering to her, at whose feet is a prayer 
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on " Our Lady*8 good deliveranee*'* [The whole 
S^roup is designed iad executed in very bad tesle. 

"Wnen the tide is in, the water flows op to the 
doors and windows of our house^which may perhaps 
account for its dampness ; it is held in venr Hagh 
estimation by its owner, and called an En|^sh house* 
The houses in general are built of a sort of yellow 
clay, and the windows are all furnished with shut- 
ters. There are several huts QM>oeSte ^e town, 
where the people make salt^ after th^ rains are 
over : the water at present is brackish, from the ef* 
feet of the rains; but in the course of two montbs, 
Bo^r tells us that it wiU be quite sdlt, when they wiU 
again commence making it. It is an article of trade, 
and appears to be taken in large qfoantitiefl to tiie 
Eboe market, where it is exchanged for yBms^ the 
cowry shell not being circulatea lower down the 
river thanBocquft. The principal'- employment oi 
the people consists in making sak, fishing, boiling 
oil, sind trading to the Eboe country, for not a ^« 
ticle of cultivated land is to be seen. Theyliye ex- 
clusively on yams and ]^lm-oil, with sometimes a 
small quantity of fish. They l»in^ poultry from th€ 
Eboe country, but rear very little themselves, and 
what they have are carefbllY preserved and wM to 
the ships that frequent the river. 

A little palm-oil would be a great luxury to us, btl 
King Boy will not give us any. Our allowance con 
sists of half of a small yam each d&y ; but this evem 
inff, King Boy being out pf the way, two of hk$ 
wives brought us^ half a glass of rum each, and fou 
yams : this was a great treat to us, but a considers 
ble risk to them, for had Poy discoveired the theii, 
it is more than likely he y^vld have had then 
fledged and sold. 

Wet and uncomfortably as is our dwelling, yet It 
is infinitely more desirable and convenient thui ow 
confined quarters in the canoe, for here wcf have the 
pleasure of reposing at full length, which is a luxuiy 
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we could not have purchased on the water at any 
price. The Spanish captain visited us again this 
morning, and left the town in the afternoon on his 
return to his vessel: slaves, he tells us, are very 
scarce,, and obtained with difficulty and expense. 

To-day I was requested to visit King Porday, and 
I accordingly complied with the summons. His 
house is about a hundred yards distant fVom that of 
King Boy, and on entering- it I found him sitting 
half-drunk, with about a dozen of his wives and a 
number of dogs, in a small filthy room. I was de- 
sired to sit down by his side, and to drink a glass of 
rum. He then gave, me to understand, as well as 
he could, that it was customary for every white man 
who came to the river, to pay him four bars. I ex- 
pressed my ignorance and surprise at this, but was 
soon silenced by his saying, " That is my demand, 
and I shall not allow you to leave 'this town until 

rou ffive me a book for that amount.'' Seeing that 
had nothing to dobut to comply with" his demand, I 
g^ve Jiim a bill on Lake, the commander of the 
English vessel, after which he said, "To-mofrow 
you may go to the brig, take one servant with you ; 
but your mate'' (meaning my brother) ** must remain 
here with your seven people, until my son. King 
Boy, shall bring the goods for himself and me ; after 
tins they shall be sent on board without dela^r.^ 
Much as I regtetted the necessity of parting with 
my brother, I was obliged to agree to this arrange- 
ment ; and with the hopes of profiting by it, I told 
King Forday that we were all vefy hungry, and 
begged him to send us a fowl or two^ which he 
promised to do. 

In order that I might make a decent appearance 
before my countrymen to-morrow, I have been 
obliged to sit all the afternoon with an old cloth 
wrapped round me, unfil my clothes were washed 
and dried. It is now six in the evening, and the 
mean old king has sent us neither fowls nor yams* 
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This is liiemost stei^ldaoe that I have yet seen* 
Mr* Gun has gnren us two meals since our aniral 
liere, consisting of a little povnded yam, and fieii 
stewed in palm-oil, and for this he has the impn- 
dence to demand two muskets in payment* These 
fellows, like t^he rest on the coast, are a set of im- 
posing rascals, little better than downright savages. 
Yfe are told that they have absolutely starved three 
white men to death lately, who were wrecked in a 
slaving vessel, when crossing the bar. 



CHAPTER XXt. 

KielMrd Lander leayes BnuM Town-^The Natires' Idea of an EelMH- 
Arrival 00 board an Enalieh Brig in the River Nnn— Recepdon— Di«* 
appoiiktment of Rksbard Lander— Condoct of the Commander of the 
Brig— Anxiety of Ricbard Lander-Arrival of Joba Lander on board 
tbe Brig— Narrative of John Landdf— Proeeedinga on bond the Brig 
— Attempta to leave the River^Perilona Condition of Ibe Biig^A 
Veeael of War— Arrival at Fernando Po— Dcacription of Cla|-enoe— 
Nativea of the laland— The Gulf of Gainea— Tomadoea— TheCalebar 
River— Ephrahn Tovm-^PasBage to Rio Janeim^Retnra to ISwglaad: 

Wednesday, November 17th, — ^I had determined that 
one of our men should accompany me down the 
rivers and at ten o'clock, having taken leave of my 
brother and the rest of our party, we embarked in 
Kinff Boy 9 canoe, with a lignt hefot and an anxious 
mind. Althou^ distant about sixty miles from the 
mouth of the nver, our journey appeared to me al- 
ready completed, and all our troubles and difficulties 
I considered at an end. Already, in fond anticipa- 
tion, I was on board of the brig, and had found, a 
welcome reception from her commander,-— had re- 
lated to him aU the hard8hii>s and dangers we had 
UD^rgone, and had been listened to with:commi8e* 
xation»-r«lready had I assured myself of hia doing 
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^ he conM to enable me to fulfil my engsgements 
with these people^ and thought ourselves happy m 
finding a vessel belonging to our own country in the 
river iit the time of our arrival. These meditations, 
ftnd a train of others about home and Iriends, to 
which they naturally led» occupied my mind, as our 
canoe passed through the narrow creeki^, sometimes 
winding u^er avenues. of mangrove*trees, and ^t 
others expanding into small lakes occasioned by the 
overflowing of the river. The captain of the canoe, 
a tall sturdy fellow, was standing up, directing its 
course,, occasionally hallooing, as we came to a turn 
in the creek, to the fetish, and where an echo was 
returned, half a glass of rum land a piece of yam aq^ 
fish were thrown into the wat^r* I had never seen 
this done before; and oh asking Boy the reason 
why he was throwing away the provi^ons thus, he 
asked, " Did you not hear the fetish 1" The caf^iain 
of the canoe repUed, ^'Yes." "That is for the 
fetish,^' said Boy ; ^* if we do not feed him and do 
good for him he will kill us, or make us poor and 
»ick.'^ I could not help smiling at the ignorance of 
the poor creatures, but such is their firm~beUef. 

We had pursued our course in this manner, which 
had been principally to the west, till about three in 
the aftemo<Hi, when we came to a branch of the 
river about two hundred yards wide, and seeing a 
small village a short distance before us, we stopped 
there for the purpose of obtaining some dried nsh. 
Having supphed our wants and proceeded on, about 
an hour afterward we again stoi>ped, that our people 
might eat something. Boy very kindly presented 
me with a large piece of yam, reserving to himself 
all the fish we had got at the village, and after mak- 
ing a hearty meal on them, he fell asleep : while he 
was isnoring by my side, the Remainder of the fish 
attracted my notice, and not feeling half satisfied 
with the yam he had given me, I felt an irresistible 
inclinatioa to taste them. Conscience acquitted 
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tne on tl^ score of hunger, and hinted thai snefa aa 
opportunity should not be lost ; and accordingly, I 
very auickly demolished two small ones. Although 
entirely raw, they were delicious, and I do not re» 
member to have enjoyed any thing with a better 
relish in all my life. 

There is scarcely a spot of dry land to be seen 
anywhere ; ail is covered with water and mangrove* 
trees. Alter remaining about half an hour here, we 
a^in went forward, and at seven in the evening ar« 
nved in the Second Brass River, which is a large 
branch of the Quorra. We kept our course down 
it about du^ south, and half an hour afterward I 
heard the welcome sound of the surf on the beach. 
"We still continued onward, and. at a quarter before 
eight in the evening we made our canoe fast to a 
tree for the night, on the west bank of the river. 

Thursday, November 18M. — ^This morning I foui^ 
my clothes as thoroughly wet from the effed^ of the 
dew as if I had been lying in the river all night in 
stead of the canoe. This was disagreeable enough, 
but I had gone through as bad before, and a short 
time, I flattered myself, would put an end to all such 
trouble. At 'five in the morning we let gd the rope 
froni' thie tree, and took our course in a westerly di- 
rection up a creek. At seven we arrived in the 
main branch^ of the Quorra, which is called the river 
Nun, or the First Brass River, having entered it op- 
posite to a large branch, which King Boy informed 
me runs to Benin. The dinection of the river Nun 
was here nearly north and south, and we kept on 
our course down the stream. 

About a quarter of an hour after we had entered 
the river Nun, we descried, at a distance before us, 
two vessels lying at anchor. The emotions of de- 
light which the sight of them occasioned are quite 
beydUd my powers of description. The nearest to 
US was a schooner, a Spanish slave-vessel, whos« 
captain we had seen at Brass town. Our canoe 
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was (piiddy by her side, and I w^nt on bdard. The 
captain received me very Idndly, and invited me to 
take some spirits and water with him. He com- 
plained sadly of the sickly state of the crew, assert- 
ing that the river was extremely unhealthy, and thai 
he had .only been in it six weeks, in which time he 
had lost as many men. The remainder of his crew, 
consisting of thirty persons, were in such a reduced 
state, that they were scarcely able. to move, and 
were lying about his decks laore resembling skele- 
tons- than living persons. 1 .4ould do no good here, 
so I took my leave of the cfaptain, and returned into 
the canoe. 

We now directed our course to the English brig, 
which was lying about three hundred yards lower 
down the river. Having reached her, with feelings 
of dehght mingled with doubt, I went on board. 
Here I found every thing in as sad a conditicm as I 
had in the schooner; four of the crew had just died 
of fever; four more, which completed the whole, 
were l3ang sick in their hammocks, and the captain 
appeared to be in the very last stage of illness. He 
had recovered frcnn a severe attack of fever, and 
had suffered a relapse in consequence of having 
exposed himself too soon, which had nearly been 
fatal to him. I now state^ to him who I was, ex- 
plained my situation to him as fully as I- could, and 
nad my instructions read to him by one of his own 

riople, Ulat he might see 1 was not imposing on him. 
then requested that he wouldredeem us by paying 
what had been demanded hy King Boy, and assured 
him that whatever he might give to him on our 
account would certainly be repaid him by the British 
government. To my utter s.utprise and coimtetna- 
tion, ne flatly refused to give a single thing, and ill 
and weak as he was, made use of the most ofEensive 
and shameful oaths I ever heard. ^ If you think,** 
said he, ** that you have.a -^ — fool to deal with, you 
ire mistaken^ Til i^ot give a b— y flint for your 
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bill ; I would not give a for it" Petrified witfi 

amasement, and horror-struck at such conduct, 1 
shrunk from him with terror. I could scarcely be- 
here what I had heard, till my ears were assailed by 
a repetition of the same. Disappointed beyond 
measure by such brutal conduct from one of mv 
own countiymen, I could not hare beheved it possi- 
ble ; my feelingrtotally oicerpowered me, and Iwas 
ready to sink with grief and. shame. I returned to 
the canoe, tmdetiermined how to act, or what course 
to pursue. Never in my life chd I feel such humiha- 
tton as at this moment. In our way through the 
country we had been treated well; we hadheenia 
the habit of making 9uch presents as had been ex- 
pected from us ; and, above all, we had maintained 
our character among the natives, by keeping our 
promises. This was now.no longer in my power, 
as my means were all expended ; and When, as a last 
and, as I had imagined, a certain resource, I had 
promised the price of our ransom should be paid by 
the first of our countrsnnen that we might meet 
with, on the best of all securities, to be thus refused 
and dishonoured'!^ him wouki, I know, degrade us 
sadly in the opinion of the natives, if it did not les- 
sen us In our own. 

As there were no hopes that the captain of this 
vessel would pay any thjng for us, I went on board 
again, and told King Boy that he must take us to 
l^ny, as plenty of EngHsh ships were there. '* No, 
no,'' said he, ** dis captain no pay. Bonny captain no 
pay; I won't take you any turther." As this would 
not do, I again had recourse to the captain, and im- 
plored him to do something for me, telling him that 
if he would let me have only ten muskets, Boy mig^t 
be content with them, when he found that he could 
get nothing else. The only reply I received was, 
** I have told you already I will not let you have even 
aflint, so bother me no more." — ** But I have a brother 
and eight people at Brass to wn," I said to hpi ; ^ and 
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if yoQ 60 not intend to pay King Boy, at least per- 
suade him to bring them here, or else he will poison 
or starve my brother before I can get any assistance 
from a man-of-war, and sell all my people," The 
only answer I received was, '* If you can get them 
on fmardj I will take them away ; but, as I have told 
you before, you do not get a flint from me.^ I then 
endeavoured to persuade Boy to go back for my peo- 
ple, and that he should be paid some time or otiier* 
** Yes," said the captain, ** make haste and bring 
them." Boy very n<iturally required some of his 
goods before he went, and it was with no small diffi- 
culty I prevailed on him afterward to go without 
them. ^ t 

The captain of the brig now inquired what men 
1 had ; and on my telling him that I had two sea- 
men, and three -others who might be useful to him 
in working his vessel, his tone and manner towards 
me softened a little. He agreed with me that they 
might be useful in getting the brig out of the river« 
as half of his crew were dead, and the other half 
sick ; so I took courage and asked him for a piece of 
beef to send to my brother, ^d a small quantity of 
nun, which .he readily gave me. I knew that my 
brother, aji well as myself, muc^ needed a change of 
linen, but I could not venture to ask such a thing 
from the' captain witl^ much hopes of success ; so the 
cook of the brig appearing to be a respectable sort 
of man, I apphed to him, and he produced <me in-» 
stantly three white shirts. KingBoy was now ready 
to depart, liot a littie discontented, and I sent my 
man mto his canoe 'with the few things I had been 
able to obtain, and a note for my brother. I desired 
him to give Antonio an order on any En^sh captain 
lAiat he might find at Bonny, for his wages, and also 
one for the Damuggoo people^ that they mi^ht re- 
ceive the smafl present I had promised to theur good 
old chief, who had treated us so welL^ At two in 
the afteihoon King Boy left me, promising to letum 
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with my brother .and peof^ in three days, bat gnm* 
bling at not having been paid his goods. 

I now endeavoured to make myself as comfort- 
able as J could in the vessel ; and tanking that the 
captain might change his behaviour towards me 
when he got better, I determined to have as little to 
say to him till then as possible. 

Friday^ iViwemAcr 19M.-*-This morning Oa^itain 
Lake seemed to be much better, and I ventured to 
ask him for a change of linen, of which I was in 
great want. He reiulLly complied with my request, 
and I enjoyed a luxury which I had not experienced 
a long time.. In the course of tbe morning I con« 
versed with him about our travels in the country, 
imd related the whole particulars of the jnanner m 
which we had been attacked and plundered at 
Kirree. I explained to him hoW^ Kmg Boy had 
saved us from slavery in the Eboe country, and 
how much we felt indebted to him tor it. I endeav- 
oured to impress this on his mind particularly, as I 
still hoped to bring him round to pay Boy what I 
had promised him. Having laid an before him as 
fully as I was able, and pointed out to him the bad 
opinion Boy would have pi us, and the injurious 
tendency towards Engfishmen in genersd (^at would 
result from not keepmi^ our wor4 with hmi, which 
it was in his power to enable us to do, I asked him 
to give me ten muskets for my bill on govenunen^ 
He had listened to my story with attention^ but I no 
sooner advanced^ my wants, than with^a furious oath 
he repeated his refhsal, and finding him as determined 
as ever he had been, I mentioned it no more. He 
moreover told mcf in the most unkind and petulant 
manner, " If your brother and people are not here 
in three days, I go without them:" This I believed 
he would not do, as &e men would be of service to 
him, but I had Boy's promise that Ihey should be 
with me at that tim^. 

In the middle of ^e day, the pilot vttio had 
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blrpnght the vessel into the river came on board 
and demanded payment for it, which gave me an 
opportunity of seemg more of the disposition of Mr. 
Lake. The pilot had no sooner made his business 
known than Lake flew into a violent rage, cursing 
him and abusing him in the most disgusting language 
he could use ; he refused to pay him any thing what- 
ever, and ordered him to go out of the ship fmme- 
diately. Whether Lake was right or wrong in this 
I know not, but I was shocked at his expressions, 
and the pilot reluctantly went aWay, threatening 
that he would sink his vessel if he offered to leave 
the river without paying him his due. I was rather 
surprised to hear such language from the pilot, and 
doubted his meaning, till I found that he had a bat- 
tery of seven bras9 guns at the town on the eastern 
side of the river near its entrance, which, if well 
managed^ might soon produce that effect. This 
town, as before observed, is named Pilot's town, 
being the established residence of those who con- 
duct vessels over the bar. 

Satur^ay^ November 20^A. — Captain Lake con- 
tinues to recover from, his illness. This morning 
I asked him if he would take us to Fernando Po 
when we left the river. This he refused, saying 
that the island had been given up, that there was 
not a single white man on it, and that we could get 
no assistance there ; but that if all my people should 
arrive by tlfe morning of the 23d, he would land us 
at BimbiOf a small island in the river Cameroons, 
whither he was going to complete his cargo, and at 
this island he said I should find a white man, who 
keeps a store for Captain Smith. ^ I was quite satis- 
fied with this arrangement, feeling assured that 1 
i^ould get every thing I might want from him. 

My chief concern was about my brother, and I 
much feared that the vessel wofuld sail without him, 
for there was no dependence on the captain, so little 
did he care for us, or the object of our visiting the 

Vol. IL— Z 
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coimtnr. I took an opportimity of begging l^m, in 
the event of my brother and the men not arriving 
by the 23d^ to wait a little longer for them, asserting 
at the same time thatif he went away without theih 
they would be assuredly starved, or sold as slaves, 
before I could return to them with assistance. I 
might have just as well addressed myself to the 
wind. '* I canH help it, I shall wait no longery" 
was the only reply he made me, in a ^surly, hasty 
tone, which convinced me that all attempts to rea- 
son with him would be fruitless. . 

In the afternoon' the chief mate and threp Kroo- 
men were sent away by his direction to sound the 
bar of the river, in order to know whether there 
vfSi^ sufficient depth of water for the vessel to pass 
over it. The pilot who had been dismissed so per- 
emptorily yesterday was deternfined to have his 
revenge, and being naturally on the Iqok-out, had 
observed the movements of the t)oat. ^o favourable 
an op{)ortunity was net to be lost ; and accordingly, 
watching her, he despatched an armed canoe, and 
intercepted hej return at the mouth of the river. 
The mate of the .brig and one of the Kroomen were 
quickly made prisoners and conveyed to the Pilot's- 
town, and the boat with the remainder sent back 
with a message to the captain, that they would not 
be given up Until the pilotage should- be paid. Lake 
must have felt annoyed at this ; \mi whether he did 
or not, he treated it with the greatest indifference, 
saying that he did not tare, he would go to sea with- 
out his mate' or the Kroomen either, and that he 
was determined not to pay tbe pilotage. 

Sundays November 21«<.r-Nothing remarkable oc- 
curred to^lay- My thoughts were entirely occu- 
pied by my brother, and I felt very anxious forjiis 
return. 

Monday, November '2i2d. — ^My anxiety for my 
brother's safety made me very unhappy, and I was 
on the look-out the whole day for him and our meiw 
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Lake, observing the distress I was in, told me not 
to trouble myself any -more about thejn ; adding, 
that he was sure he was dead, and that I need not 
espect to see him again. '' If he had been aliTe," 
said Lake, ^ he would have been here by this time ; 
to-morrow morning I shall leave the river." Such 
unfeeling and inhuman cotiduct from this man oi^y 
tended to increase my dislike for him, and without 
paying him any attention I kept looking out for my 
party. Such was my anxiety, that I was on the 
look-out long after dark, and could not sleep all 
night. 

Tuesday, November 23J.— This morning, to my 
great joy and to the mortification of Lake, the sea 
breeze was so strong that it raised a considend^ 
surf on the bar, and prevented us froln getting out. 
This was an anxiOus time, and the whole of the 
day my eyes were riveted to the part of the river 
where I knew my brother must t;ome, without my 
seeing any thing of him^ - The day passed away in 
tedious watching, and the night was far spent with- 
out my seeing him. About midnight I saw several 
large canoes making their way over to the west 
bai^of the river, in one of wMch I imagined that 
I could distinguish my brother. I observed them 
soon after land, and saw, by the fires which they 
made, that they had, encamped under some man- 
grove-trefes. ML my fears and apprehensions van- 
ished in an instant, and I was overjoyed with the 
thoughts of meeting my brother in the momine. 

The captain of the brig, having observed Uiem, 
suddenly exclaimed, " Now we shall have a little 
fighting to-morrow; go you and load seventeen 
muskets, and put five buckshot into each. . I will 
take care that the cannon shall be loaded to the 
muzzle with balls and flints, and if there is any row, 
I will give them such a scouring as they never had." 
He then directed me to place the muskets and cut- 
lasses out of sight, near the stem of the vessel, ai^ 
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said to me, ** The instant that your people come on 
board, call them aft, and let them stam by the anns. 
Tell them, if there is any row, to arm themselves 
directly, and drive all the Brass people overboard." 
This was summary w<Hrk with a vengeance, and 
every thing betokened that Lake was in earnest. I 
saw cieady that he was resolved on adopthig severe 
measures, and he appeared to possess all the deter- 
mination necessary to carry them through. 

I could not help feeling otherwise than distressed 
and ashamed of leaving the' Brass people in this 
manner, but I had no alternative. There was no 
one to whom I could apply for assistance in my 
present situation except the captain of this vessel, 
and to him I had applied in vain. My entreaties 
were thrown away on nim, and even the certainty of 
an ample recompense b)r the British government, 
which I had held out to him, had been treated with 
contempt. I had no hopes, therefore, from this 
quarter. Boy had refused to take us to Bonnv, as- 
aerting that u he could not be paid here he snould 
not be there, and to ^o back to Brass town would 
be deliberately returning to. starvation; my last re- 
sourccr therefore, was to put the best face on the 
business that I could, am} <as no other plan was left 
me, to get away by rair means or foul, and let the 
blame fall where it was incurred. 

Wednesday f Nwember 24/A.— 'This morning at day- 
break I was pn^tbe look-out.for my brother, and ob- 
served him and the people get into the canoe* They 
were no sooner embarked than they all landed again, 
which I could account for in no other way, than by 
supposing that h was the intention of Boy to keep 
them on shore until he had received his goods. I 
was not lonff in this state of anxiety, for at about 
seven o'clock they embarked and were brought on 
board. 

• My brother's journal, which here follows, contains 
an account of the events which fell under his notice 
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It Brass town, and his proceedings during the tinie 
we were absent from each other. 

*^ Wednesday f November llth.^^Thia morniag my 
brother, attended bygone of our men, quitted this 
town with King Boy and suite, leaving the remainder 
of the party and myself behind, as hostages for the 
fulfilment of the conditions which we entered into 
with him in thb Eboe country. For myself, though 
greatly chagrined at this unforeseen arrangement, I 
could not irom my heart altogether condemn the 
framer of it, for it is quite natural to suppose that a 
savage shoidd distrust the promises of £hut>peans, 
when he himself is at all times guilty of breach of 
faith and trust, not only in his trading transactions 
with foreigners, but likewise in famihar intercourse 
with his own people. Forday is the cause bf it, and 
he displays all the artifice, chicanery, and low cun- 
ning of a crafty and corrupt mind. Therefore, after 
a moment's reflection, I was not much surprised at 
the dtep which King Boy has taken, nor can I be venr 
angry with him ; and I am resolved to wait with 
composure his return, and consequently, ihv release 
from this miserable place, though I have begun to 
consider with seriousness what will become of us 
in the event of Lake's refusal to honour the bill 
which we have sent him> Besides I am rather un- 
easy on our people's account, for during these two 
or three days past they have had scarcely any thing 
to eat, and we are now left entirely destitute, nor do 
I know where to obtain rehef. The Damuggoo peo- 
ple are with us likewise, and they are interested in 
my brother's return equally as much as myself. In- 
stead of being our guides and protectors, these poor 
creatures have shared in our cdamity ; their little all 
has either been lost or stolen, or else expended in 
provisions ; and, , like us, thejr are reduced to «reat 
distress and vnretchedness. They wiU remain here 
ia order to receive the few thiius which we havo 
Z3 
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pmmiied them and their chief: bat» dioiild LkkB 
object to part with his goods, we shall give them a 
note to the master of any English vessel at Bonny, 
whither they are destined to go, requesting him to 
pay the poor strangers their demands* 

** Thursday^ November 18^^.— After a good deal of 
sohcitation and importunity, we received this mom« 
ing four small yams from the wives of King Boy, 
who informed us that the -same numb^ of yams wiU 
be given us daily. Our people, having nothing else 
to eat, make a kind of broth of this vegetable ; at 
first, it was of course a most insipid mess, but, witii 
the addition of a httle salt, it is rendered more pala* 
table. We sent to King" J'orday, in the afternoon, 
for a few plantains, or anything that could be eaten ; 
but the gloomy old. savage shook his head, folded 
his arms, and refused.. All our people eomplaining this 
evening of hunger, languor, and mdisposition. For 
myself I am fsust recovering. 

^* Friday^ November 19th, — ^The man that accom- 
panied my brother to the brig in, the river retmmed 
this afternoon vnthout him, and gave me the follow- 
ing letter from my brother, which is dated from 

" * Brass River^ November ISth, 1830. 
** ' Dear John— You will be surprised to learn that 
I did not arrive here till this morning ; when I came 
on board, I experienced a^ery cool reception from 
Lake, the master. He is apparently in the last stage 
of fever; but thoiigh in so alarming a state, he told 
me vrith an oath, after I had made my business 

known to him, that he would not give a flint for 

any government bill whatever ; as for King Boy, he 

swore that he would raUier send him to the than 

give him any thing. You may guess my emotion <m 
this intelligence ; I knew not what to say or do*. I 
wished to return to Brass with King Boy, and pro« 
posed his taking us to Bonny, where I told him that 
i had no deubt we should be more kindly received t 
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but Boy answelred, that If Lake, who is in his own 
river, refup^to pay him^.how could ho expect to be 
paid in a strange coimtnr ? Therefore he would not 
take me from the vessel. In this dilemma 1 remon- 
strated earnestly with Lake, who has at length 
agreed to tamper with Boy, and promises to enter 
into an arrangement with him for the payment of 
the debt, as soon as he shaU have brought you and 
the people in safety to the vessel, but not tul then. 
Poor Boy looked sullen and disconcerted at this 
proposal, though he has agreed to act as' desii^. 
My dear brother, I have little news to tell you from 
England, because the captain's manners are uncivil 
and repulsive, and I do not like to weary him with 
superfluous questions in the present imtable state 
of his feelings ; I can. only learn, and I fell you of 
it with deep sorrow, that our good King George is 
dead. I herewith send you a piece of beef and a 
bottle, of rum, which have cost me much pains to 
procure, but I know how greatly all of you stood. in 
need of something, and therefore I have sacrificed ray 
fceUngs to necessity. I am sorry that I cannot fulfil 
tny promise of seeding you wearing apparel; a 
couple of shirts, which belonged to a seaman who 
died lately, is all that I can get. I suppose you will 
leave Brass town to-morrow evening ; in that ease 
you will be with me on. Saturday, and it .is needless 
to say I- shall wait your arrival here with impatience- 
Lake is extremely peevish and ill-tempered ; but, as I 
have already told you, he is alarmingly ill, and there- 
fore every allowance is to be made for him of course. 
His mate and great part of his crew have died of 
fever, and the others (except two) are either down 
with the same disorder, or slowly recovering from 
the effects of it. 

<* * I am, &c. &c. — ^R. Lahder.' 

** Nothing could exceed my regret and constema* 
ti<m€Niithe perwali^ this letter; and son^bxnryl 
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•hnoet dreaded to meet with King B6y. WeUknoir. 
ing how much it would influence his ^haiYiour to- 
wards us, we had been careful to repipeent to that 
Hidividual the thanks and cheering which he would 
receire from our countrymen the moment he should 
take us on board the Efnglish brig ; that he would 
be favoured and caressed beyond measure, and re- 
ceive plenty of beef, bread, and rum. His fece used 
to shine with delight on anticipating so luxurious a 
treat ; and he had uniformly been in a better humour 
after listening to these promises of ours than any 
thing else could have made him. The contrast bts 
tween his actual reception on board the Thomas^ to 
that which his own fancy and our repeated assurances 
had taught, him to expect, was^oo dreadfiil to think 
on even a moment ; and for this reason, as much as 
any other, I looked forward with something of ap- 
prehension and anxiety to an interview with this 
sava^^e ; because 1 knew, that after the cutting^^dis- 
appomtment which he had experienced, he would be 
under the influence of strongly-exeited feelings and 
stormy passions, over which he exerckes no 'con- 
trol. I was convinced, too, that the whole weight 
of his resentment, and the fury of his rage, would 
fall upon me, for I am completely in his power. 

" THie interesting moment at length arrived. We 
heard King Boy quarrelling with hiswoi^en, and 
afterwkrd walking through their apartments towards 
ours, muttering as he went along. He entered it, 
and stood still. I was reposing, as I usually do for 
the greater part of the day, upon a mat which is 
placed on the seat of ^et cla^r ; but on perceiving him, 
I lifted my hea^ without arising, and reclined it on 
my hand. He looked fixedly upon me, and I re- 
turned his glance with the same unshrinking stead- 
fastness. But his dark eye was flashing with anger ; 
wliile his Upturned lip, which exposed his white teeth, 
quivered with passion No face hi the world could 
convey more forciUy to the mind the feeling of con- 
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tempt and bitter scorn, than the dktorted one before 
me. It was dreadfully expressive. Drawing up the 
left angle of his mouth on a parallel with his eyes, 
he broke silence with a sneering, long*drawn * Eh!' 
and, almost choked with rage, he cursed me ; and in 
a tone and ms^nner which it is infinitely out of my 
^wer to describe, he spoke to the following ej9ect>^ 
* lou are thief man ; English captain no wiU ! You 
assured me, when I took you from the Eboe couh. 
try, that he would be overjoyed tp see me, ajod give 
me plenty of beef and rum ; I received from him 
neither the one nor the other. Eh ! English captain 
no wilL I gave a quantity of goods to free yon from 
the slavery of Obie ; I took you jnto my own ca- 
noe ; you were hungry, and I gave you yam and 
fish; you were almost naked; I was sorry to see 
you so, because you were white men and strangers; 
and I^ave each of you a red cap and a silk hand- 
kerchief. But you are no good— you are thief man. 
Eh ! English captain no will ; he no will. You also 
told me that your countrymen would do this (taking 
off his cap and flourishing it. in> circles ove^ his 
head), smd cry hurra, hurra, on receiving me on 
boanl their vessel ; you promised my wife a necklace, 
and my father four bars But, Eh ! English captain 
no will; he tell me be no will; yes, I will satisfy 
your hunger with plenty more of my fish and yams; 
and your thirst wiU I quench with rum and palm- 
wine. Ehl you thief man, you are no good; Eng- 
lish captam no will!* He then stamped on the 
ground, and gnashing at me with his teeth hke a^dog, 
he cursed me again and affain. 

" It is true, I did not ie.el perfectly easy at this 
severe rebuke, and under such taunting reproaches; 
but I refrained from giving utterance to a single 
thought till after he had concluded his abuse smd 
anathematizing. Had a spirited person been in my 
situation, he might have knocked him down, and 
might have had his head taken off for his pains ; but 
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as for me, all snch kind of spirit is gone out of me 
entirely. Besides, we had unintentionally deceived 
King &oy, and I also bore in mind the kindness 
which he had done us in ransoming us from a state 
of slavery. Most of what he had asserted was 
most unquestionably true ; and in some measure I 
was deserving his severesrt reprehension and dis- 
pleasure. 

•* The fury of Boy having been somewhat appeased 
by my silence and submission, as well as by his own 
extraordinary and violent agitation, I ventured mildly 
to assure him, on the strength of my brothev^s let- 
ter, that his suspicions were entirely groundless ; 
that Mr. Lake had certainly a wiU or inclination to 
enter into arrangements with him for tbe payment 
of his just demands ; and that when he should con- 
vey our people and myself to the Thomas, every 
thmg would be settled to his complete satisfaction. 
He half believed, half mistrusted my words ; and 
shortly afterward quitted the apartment, threaten- 
ing, however, that we should not leave Brass till it 
suited his own pleasure and convenience. 

'* It is really a most humiliating reflection, that we 
are reduced to the contemptible subterfuges of deceit 
and falsehood, in order to carry a point which might 
so easily have been gained by straightforward in- 
tegrity. But Lake's conduct has left us no altema^ 
tive ; and whatever my opinion of that individual 
may be, he must surely be destitute of all the manly 
characteristics of a British seaman, as well as of 
the more generous feelings Of our common nature, 
to be guilty, on a sick bed, of an action which might, 
for aught he knew or cared, produce the most seri- 
ous consequences to his unfortunate countrymen in 
a savage land, by eicposing them to the wretcbedr 
ness of want and tne miseries of slavery;— to 
mockery, ill-usage, contempt, and scorn ; and ev^ 
to death itself. 

^ SftOurday^ November SOM.— King Boy has not 
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viBited U8 to-day, thotiffh we have received the cus- 
tomary allowance of four yams from his women. 
In addition to which, Addizetta made us a present of 
half a dozen this morning, .as a^ acknowledgment 
for the benefit she had derived from a dose of lauda- 
num which I gave her last night for the purpose of 
removing pain from the lower regions oi* Uie sto- 
mach, a complaint by which she says she is occa- 
sionally visited. People are in better spirits this 
evening, on account of the. increased quantity of 
yams received. 

** Sunday f November filsL — This morning I dis- 
missed the poor Damuggoo people, with a note to 
tiie master of either of the English vessels lying in 
the Bonny river, requesting him to give the bearers 
three barrels of gunpowder, and a few muskets, on 
the 'faith of his being paid for the same by his ma- 
jesty's government* They left Brass in their owa 
canoe, tiuite dejected and out of heart ; and Antonio, 
the young man who volunteered to accompany us 
from his Majesty^s brig Clinker, at Bad&giy, went 
aJonff with diem on his return to his country, from 
whidi he has been absent two or three vears. He 
is brother to the present and son of the late king of 
Bonny. 

^Monday J November QQd* — One or two crafty Uttle 
urchins, who are slaves to Kin^ Boy, have brought 
us a few plantains to-day as .a gift. They had beeiv, 
engaged in pilfering tobacco-leaves from an adjoin- 
ing apartment, to which our people were witnesses ; 
and the juvenile depredators, fearing the conse- 
quences of a disclosure, bribed them to secrecy in 
tne manner already mentioned. Boy's women have 
also been guilty, during the temporary absence of 
tiieir lord and master, of stealing a quantity of rum 
from ^ store-room, and distril^uting it among their 
friends and acquaintance ; and they nave resorted to 
the same plan as the boys to prevent the exposure 
which they dreaded. One of them, who acts as 



d by Google 



276 JOfm LMnamB^B XAnukiifs. 

dneniMt, is the fafcmiite and confidante of Boy^ and 
she wears a bunch of keys round her neck in token 
of her authority. She has hkewise the eare of all 
l:^r master's effects; and as a further mark of dis* 
ttnction, she is allowed the privilege of using a walk^ 
ing-stick with a knob at tie end, whicli is her oon* 
stant companion. This woman is exceedingly good^ 
natured, and indulges our men with a glass or two 
of rum every day. 

** Last eyening King Boy, stripped to the skin, and 
having his body most hideously marked, ran about 
the town like a maniac, with a spear in his handt 
calljng loudly on his Dju^ju; and uttering a wild, 
frantic cry at every corner. It appears, that one of 
his father's wires had been strongly siupected of 
adulterous intercourse with a f^ee man i^siding in 
the town; and that this strange means was adopSed, 
in pursuance of an ancient custom, to a{n>rize the 
inhabitants publicly of the circumstance, and im^dore 
the counsel and assistance of the god at the exami- 
nation of the parties. This morning the male ag- 
gressor was found dead, having swallowed poison, it 
is believed, to avoid a worse kind of death ; and the 
priest declaring his opinimi of the guilt of the eur^ 
viving party, she was immediately sentenced. to be 
drowned. Therefore, this afternoon the ill-fated 
woman was tied hand and foot, and conveyed in & 
^anoe to the main body of the river; into which she 
was thrown without hesitation, a weight of some 
kind having been fastened to her feet for the purpose 
of sinking her. She met her death vrith incredible 
firmness and resolution. The superstitious people 
beUeve, that had the deceased been innoooat of the 
crime laid to her chaiige, their god would have saved 
her life, even after she nad been flung into the river; 
but because she perished, her gtult is with them un- 
(juestionably attested. The mother of the deceased 
is not allowed to display any signs of sorrow oi 
sadness at the untim^y death of her daughter; foi 
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wefo «he to cb 8», ifae same dreadful pai^shment 
would be mflioted upon hei: *fbr/ say the Brass 
people, * if a parent should mourn and weep over 
the fate of a cnild guilty of so heinous a erinie, we 
sho^d pronounce her instantly to be as criminal as 
her daughter, and to hare tolerated her offence. But 
if, op the contrary, she betray no mlatemal tender- 
ness, nor bewail her bereavement in tears and groans, 
we should then conclude her to be entirely ignorant 
of the whole transaction; she would thus give a 
tacit acknowledgment to the justice of her pentence, 
md rejoice to be rid of an object that would only 
entail disgrace on het as long as she lived/ 

" Our people lare become heartily tired of their 
situatitM}, and impatient to be gone. They were re- 
galed vdth an extra quantity of rum last evening, 
by their female friend the duemia; when their 
grievances appearing to them in a more odious light 
than eveic» they had the ctwrage to go in a body ta 
King Boy, to demand an expmnation of his inten- 
tions towairdft them. They told him indignantly, 
either to eoovey them to the English brig, or sett 
ttien[i for slaves to the Spaniards: fot, said they, we 
would rather lose our liberty than be kept here to 
die of hunger. Boy retartied them an e^ivocating 
answer, but ti^^ted them much less roughly than I 
bad reason ta anticipate. Afterward, I went my- 
self to the same individual, and with a similar motive ; 
but for some time I had no opportunity of ccmvers- 
ing with him. It is a kind of hol^srday here, and most / 
of the Brass pe(^le, ^itji their chiefs, are raernr 
witb intoxication. As well as I can understand* 
during the earlier part of the day they were engaged 
in a solemn religious pbservance ; and since then 
King FOTday has publicly abdicated in favour of Boy, 
who is his eldest soh. I discovered those individual* 
ia a court annexed tor the habitation of the former, 
surrounded by a great number of individuals wil^ 
bottles, glasses, and diecanters at their foet ; they 

Vol. II.—Aa 
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irere all in a state of dnmkeimees, more ot leas $ 
and all had their faces and bodies chalked oyer in 
rude and Tarioas characters* Forday alone sat in 
a chair ; Boy was at his side ; and the others, among 
whom was our friend Gun, and a drummer, were 
sitting around on blocks of wood, and on the trunk 
of a fallen tree. The diairman delivered a long 
oration, but he was too tipsy, and perhilps too foil 
of days, to speak with grace, animation, or power ; 
tiierefcre, his eloquence was not very persuasive^ 
and his nodding heieirers, overcome with drowsiness, 
listened to him with scarcely any attention. They 
smiled, however, and laughed occasionally ; but I 
could not find out why they did so ; I don*t think 
they themselves could tell. The old chief wore an 
English superfine beaver hat; and an old jacket that 
once belonged to a private soldier ; but the hitter 
was 80 small that he was able only to thrust an 
arm into one of its sleeves, the other part of the 
jacket beinff thrown upon his left shoulder. These, 
with the addition of a cotton handkerchief, which 
was tied round the waist, were his x>nly apparel. By 
far the most showy and conspicuous object in the 
yard was an immense umbrella, made of figured 
oott«n of different patterns, with a deep fringe 6t 
coloured worsted, which was stuck into the ground* 
But even this was tattered and torn, and dirty withal, 
having been in Forday's possession for many yearsy 
and it is used only on' public and sacred occasions^ 
I had been sitting among the revellers till the speaker 
had finished hisniffangue, when I embraced the op^ 
portunity, as they were^aoout to separate^ of en-* 
treating King Boy to hasten our departure for the 
vessel. He was highly excited and elated with 
liquor, and, being in an excellent temper, he promised 
to take us tO-morrow. 

•* Tuesday, November fiSd. — It required little time 
to take leave of the few friends we have at Brass, 
and we quitted the town, not only without regret, 
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btit >rith emotions of peculiar pleasure— King Boy^ 
with three of his women, and his smte, in a large 
canoe, and our people and myself in a smaller one. 
Addizetta woold gladly have accompanied her has* 
band to the English Tessel, for her desire to see it 
was naturally excessive ; but she was forbidden by 
old Forday, who eiqpressed some squeamishness 
idx>ut the matter, or rather he was jealous that on 
her return to her fathei^ house in the Eboe country, 
she would give too high and faTOurable an opinion 
of it to her friend^ which might in the end produce 
consequences highly prejudicial to his interests. 

*^ We stopped awhile at a httle fishing village at no 
ffreat distance from Brass, where we procured a few 
ish.and'abundanee of young cocoanirts, the milk of 
which was sweet and refreslung. Continuingour jour« 
Bey on >streams and rivulets^ intricately winding 
through mangrovesand bramble, which have been af 
ready spoken of, we exitered the main body of the river 
iXk time to see the sun setting behind a glorious sky, di- 
rectly before us. We were evidently near the sea, be- 
cause the water was perlfectlv salt, and we scented 
also the cool amd bracmg sea-breeze, with feelings of 
satisfaotion and rapture. ^ However, the wind sooa 
became too stormy ibr our fragile canoe ; the waves 
leaped into it i)ver the bow, and several times we 
were in danger of being swamped. Our companion 
was far before us, and out of sight, so that, for the 
moment, there was no possibihty of receiving as- 
sistance, or of lightening the canoe ; but happily, in 
a little while we« did not require it, for the violence 
of the wind abating with the disappearance of the 
sun, we were enabled to continue on our way with- 
out apprehension. About nine o'clock in the even- 
ing we overtook the large canoe, and the crews both 
having partaken of a slight refreshment of fish and 
l^antain together, we passed the ^Second Brass 
River,* which was to the left of us, in company* 
Here it might have been somewhat more than half' 
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a mfle in breadth; and Uimig]! it was ^tngeiroi^y 
rough for a caaoe, with great precaution we reached 
the opposite side in safety* From thence we could 
perceive, in the distaDoe»the long«-wished4of Atlantic 
with the moonbeams reposing in peaceM beauty 
upon its surface, and oomd also hear the sea break* 
iog and roaring over the sandy bar which stretches 
across the mouth of the river. The solemn voice 
of ocean never sounded mcnre melodiously in my ear 
tiian it did at that moment ; . 1 it was enchanting as 
the harp of David. Passing alon^ by the left bank* 
we presently entered the * First Brass IStver,' which 
is &e ' Atcn,^ of Europeans, where, at midnight, 
we could faintly distinguish the masts uid rigging 
of the Englmh brig in the dusky light, which ap- 
peared Mke a dark and ragged doud above the faori- 
son. To me, hovrerer, no sight eoukL be more 
charminff. It was beautiful as tlM g^tes of paradise, 
and my heart fluttered with unspeucable delight, as 
we landed in silence on the beach opposite the brig, 
near a few straggling huts, to wait an^tiently the 
dawn of to-morrow. 

'* Wednesday^ November fUthk — ^This was a hwppy 
morning, for it restored me to the society of my 
brother and of my country men* The banelul effects 
of the climate are strongly impressed uponlhe coun- 
tenances of the latter, trbo^ instead of their natural 
healthy hue, have a. pale, dejected, and sickly appear- 
ance, which is ^uite distressing to witness. How- 
ever, the crew of the Spanish schooner look infi- 
nitely more \^tehed : they have littDs ^Ise but their 
ori^al forms remaining ; they crawl «bout like 
beings under a curse; they arefmere shadows or 
phantoms of men looking round for their burying- 
place. No spectacle can be more mortifying to 
man's pride than this; nothing can give him a more 
humiliating s^ise of his own no^ingness. It is very 
much to be wondered at why Europeans in general, 
and Engl ishmen in particular^ persef ore in sendii^ 
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tlieir fettow-creatnres to IMs Aceldama or CM^othd^ 
as the Afiriean coast is sometimes not inappropriately 
eaMed: they might as well bury them at once at 
home, tod it is pleasanter far to die there ; but in* 
terest and the lustj of gain, like Aaron's rod, seem 
to swaUow up eyery other consideration.'* 

My brother had now joined me, and my station 
during the time the canoe was coming ftom the 
shore to the Tessel had been by the cannon; it. was 
the only one on board, but it had been loaded as 
Lake had directed, and pointed to the gangway of 
the brig, where the Brass people must come. The 
muskets were 'all ready, l3ring concealed where Lake 
had directed theni to be placed, and he repeated the 
same orders that he had given me yesterday, re- 
specting the part my people were to take in the busi- 
ness. Lake received my brother civilly, but imme- 
diately expressed his determination to dismiss Boy 
vrithout giving him a single article, and to make the 
best of ms way out of the nver. A short time after 
his arrival, a canoe arrived at the beach with Mr. 
8pittfe, the mate of the brig, a& prisoner, who imme- 
diately sent a note off to the captain, informing him 
that the price of his liberation was the sumilemanded 
for the pilotaffe of the vessel over the bar of the 
river. He said fiarther, that he was strictly guarded, 
but that notwithstanding this he did not despair of 
making his «seape if Lake could wait a little for 
him. The vessel had been brought into the river 
abont three months before, but Lake would never pay 
tiie {Mlotage, and now all he did v^as to send Mr. 
Spittle a little bread and beef. The amount de-' 
manded was about fifty pounds* worth of goods, 
which it was quite out of the question that I^dce 
would ever pay. 

Meanwhile King Boy, full of gloomy forebodings, 
had been lingering about the deck. He had evi» 
deotly forenght enough to suspect what was t» 
Aa8 
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take plttce, and he appeared troaUed md mmMf^ 
and bewildered in tlKragfat The poor fellow was 
quite an altered person ; his habitaal haughtiBSss 
had entirelT forsaken him, and giren place to an 
humble and. cringing demeanour. A plate of meat 
was presented to nim, of whidi he ate sparingly, and 
showed clearly that he was thinking more of his 
promised goodi than his appetite, and a quantity of 
rum that was gifen to him* was drunk carelessly^ 
and without affording any apparent satisfaction. 

Knowing how thmgs were likely to terminate, 
we endeavoured to get Boy into a good-hnmom', 
by telling him that he should certainly have his 
goods some time or other ; but it was all to no pur-^ 
pose ; the attempt was a complete failure ; the pres* 
ent was the only thing in n» mind. We reaSy 
pitied him, and were grieved to thmk that our proni« 
ises could not be fiwSiled. How gladly womd we 
have made any personal sacrifice rather than, thus 
break our word ; for although we had been half<« 
starved in his hands, yet we felt ourselves indebted 
to him for having taken us from the Eboe people aikl 
bringing us to this vesseL I rummaged over the 
few things left us from our disaster at Kirree, and 
found to my surprise five silver bracelets wrapped 
up in a inece of flannel. I w^as not aware of having 
these, therefore I immedistely ofiered them to him. 
along with a native sword, wnich, being a very gteat 
curiosity, we had brooght tvith us ftom Yarriba with 
the intention of taking it to England. Boy accepted 
of these, and my brouwr then offered him his watch, 
for which he had a great regard, as it was the gift 
of one of his eaiiiest and ^t friends. This was 
refused with disdain, for Boy knew not its value ; and 
calling one of his men to look at what he said we 
wished to impose on him in lieu of his bars, both of 
them, wiUi a sigi^ficant groan, turned from us with 
scorn and indignation, nor would they roeak tans or 
trea look at ua^agaia. Our mortification was now 
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con^ilete ; but we were helplese* and the fault was 
not with us. 

Boy now yentored to approach Captain Lake on 
the quarter-deck, and, with an anxious, petitioning 
ooui^enance, asked for the goods which had been 
promised hiim Prepared for the desperate game he 
was about to play, it was the object of Lake to gain 
as much time as possible, that he might get his Tes- 
sel under way before he came to an open rupture. — 
Therefore he pretended to be busy m writing, and 
desired Boy to wait a moment. Becoming impa^- 
tient with delay. Boy repeated his demand a second 
and a third time, ** Give me my bars."—** I ko will!'* 
said Lake, in a voice of thunder, which one could 
hardly have expected from so. emaciated a frame as 
his. ^ I no will, I tell you ; I won't give you a — - 
flint Give me my mate, you black rascal, or I will 
bring a thousand men-of-war here in a day or two; 
they shall cdme and bum down your towns and kill 
every one of you; bring me mrmate T' Terrified 
by the demeanour of LaJ^e, and the threats and oa^ths 
he made use of, poor King Boy suddenly retreated. 
and seeing men ^^oing aloft to loosen the sails, ap- 
prehensive of being carried off to sea, he quickly 
<fi8appeared from the deck of the brig, and was soon 
<^>Berved making his way on shore in his canoe, with 
the 'rest of his people ; this was the last we saw of 
him. In a few minutes from the time Boy had left 
the vessel, the mate, Mr. Spittle, was sent off in a 
canoe; so terrified were the Brass people that a manr 
of-warwoidd come and put Lake's threats into exe- 
cution. 

At ten in the morning, the vessel was got under 
way, and we dropped down the river. At noon the 
breeze died away, and we were obUged to let go an 
anchor to prevent our drifting on the western break- 
9XS at the mouth of the river. A few minutes more 
wocdd have been fatal to us, and the vessel was for- 
ta&ately stopped, although the d^th of water where 
jhe lay was only ire fathom* Tke i^Uers, as 4if 
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large high w&yes are eaUed, which came into* tbs 
river over the bar, were so high, that they sometiniea 
t)as8ed nearly over the bow m the vessel, and caused 
her to ride very uneasily by her anchor. IVe had 
been obliged to anchor immediately abreast of the 
Pilots* town, and expected every moment tlu^ we 
should be fired at from their battery. Time was of the 
greatest importance to us ; We had made Boy our 
enemy, and expected, before we could get out of the 
river, he would summon his people and ^lake an at- 
tack on us, while our party amounted only to twenty 
men, two-thirds of whom were Africanfi. The pil<^ 
also, whom Lake had offended so mhch, is known to be 
a bold and treacherous ruffian. . He is the same per- 
son who steered the brig Susan among the breakers, 
by which that vessel narrowly escaped destruction, 
with the loss of her windl^s and an anchor and cable. 
The fellow had done this merely Mrith the hc^s of 
obtaining a part of the wreck, as it drifted on shore. 
Another vessel, a Liverpool oil-trader, was actually 
lost on the bar by the treachery of the same indi- 
vidual, who, having effected his purpose by placing 
her in a situation from which she could not escape* 
jumped overboard and swam to his canoe, which 
was at a short distance. The treatment of the sur- 
vivors of this wreck is shocking to relate : they were 
actndly stripped of their clothes, and allowed to die 
of hunger. It would be an endless task to enumerate 
all the misdeeds that are laid to this fellow's charge, 
which have, no doubt, lost nothing by report; Irat, 
after making all reasonable allowa&ces for exagee* 
ration, his character appears in a most revolting l^t, 
and the fact of his running these vessels on flie bar 

I)rove8 him to be a desperate and consummate vill- 
ain. This same fellow is infinitely more artful jbM 
intelUgent than any of his countrymen, and is one 
of the handsomest black men that we have seen. 

Not long after we had dropped the anchor, we ob- 
served the pilot, with the Imp of a glass, waUaof; 
on the beaeh and watching us occasioiiaUy* A 
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tnultitode of half*4mked suspicious-looking fellows 
were likewise straggling along the shore, while 
others were seen emerging from a grove of cocoa- 
trees and the tMck bushes near it. These men 
were all armed« chiefly with muskets, and they sub«- 
sequently ajBsembled in detached grou|$s to the num- 
ber of seyeral hundreds, and appeared to be consult- 
mg about attacking the vessel. Nothing less than 
this, and to be fired at from the battery, was ex- 
pected by us ; and there is no doubt that Uie strength 
and loftiness of th^ brig only deterred them from 
so doing, i The same peoi^e were hovering on the 
beach till very late in the evening, when they dis- 
persed ; many of them could be ^en even at mid^ 
night, so that we were obliged to keep a good look-- 
out till ^e morning. ^ 

ThitrifdtM, November fi6^* — The vessel rode very 
uneasily all night, in ccmsequenqe of the long hes|vy 
waves which set in fronv the bar; these are tech- 
nically called by sailors ground-nweUi being different 
from the waves which are raised while the wind 
blows ; the latter generally break at the top, while 
the fmrmer are iqui^e smooth, and roll with great 
impetuosity in constant succession, forming a deep 
furrow between them, which, with the force of the 
wave, is very d^gerous to vessels at anchor. Our 
tnottons were still closely watched by the natives. 
About eleven we got under way, but were obliged to 
anchor again intiie.afti^rnoon, as the water was not 
deep<enough for the vessel to pass over the bar. — 
The mate sounded the bar again, and placed a buoy 
as a mark for the vessel to pass over in the deepest 
waten 

Friday^ November 26M. — The wind favouring us 
this morning, we made another attempt at getting 
out of the nver. We had already made some pro« 
gress when the wind agfun died away, and the cur- 
rant setting us rapidly over to the eastern breakerst 
«re were obliged to let go an anchor to save us from 
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destruetion. We conld see nothing of lihe \moy, aoi 
have no doubt that it was washed away by the cur- 
rent ; our anchorage was in three and a hau fattionis 
water, and the ground-swell, which now set is, 
heaved the vessel up and down in such a firightftd 
manner, that we expected every moment to see the 
chain cable break. As soon as we dropped our an- 
chor, the tide rushed past the vessel at the rate o( 
eight miles an hour. After the ebtv-tide had ceased 
running, the swell gradually subsided, and the vessel 
rode easily. 

The mate was again sent to sound the bar, and in 
about three hours afterward returned with the in- 
formation that two fathoms and three-quarters was 
the deepest water he could find. The bar ext^ids 
across the mouth of the river in the form of acres- 
cent, leaving a very narrow and fallow entrsmce 
for vessels in the middle, which is generally con- 
cealed by the surf and foam of the ^adjacent breakers. 
"When the wind is light and the tide high, and the 
surfkce of the water smooth, exceptii^^ in a few 
places, the bar is then most dangerous. We ob- 
served several fires ms^le by the nativesr on the 
beach, which were supposed to be signals for us to 
return. 

Saturday, November 27/A.— We passed a restless 
and most unpleasant night. iThe captain and the 
people were much alarmed for the safety of tiie 
brig. The heavy ground-swell which set in, in- 
creased by the strength of the tide, caused her to 
pitch and labour so hard, that a man was placed to 
watch the cable and give notice the moment it com- 
plained, — a technical expression, which meant the 
moment it gave signs of breaking. Daylight had 
scarcely dawned when the pall of the windlass 
broke. The purpose of this is to prevent the wind^ 
lass from turning round on its axis against any stram 
to which it may be subjected, and consequently it was 
no sooner bn^en than the wmdlass flew round with 
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iAI^edible velocity, having nothing to resist tiM strain : 
of the cable which was passed round it. The chain* 
cnble ran out so swiftly, that in half a minute the 
windlass was broken to atoms. My brother and I 
with our people rendered all the assistance in out 
power to prevent the ship from drifting* We suc- 
ceeded in fastening the cable to ring-bolts in the 
deck, until we gpt sufficient o( it clear to go round 
the capstan, which we had no sooner effected, than 
the ring-bolts were fairly drawn out of the deck by 
the strain on the cable. 

About eiffht A. Nf . a terrific wave, called by sailors 
a sea, struck the vessel with tremendous force and 
broke the chain cable. " The cable is gone!" shouted 
a voice, and the next instant the captain cried out 
in a firm, collected tone, '*Cut away the kedge!" 
which was promptly obeyed, and the vessel was 
again stopped from drifting among the breakers. 
The man who had been stationed to look out on the 
cable came running aft on deck as soon as he had 
given notice of the danger, calling out that all was 
over. — ^"Good God !" was the passionate exclamation 
of every one, and ^ slight confusion ensued. But 
the captain was prepared for the worst ; he gave his 
orders with firmness, and behaved with promptness, 
and decision. 

We were riding by the kedge, a small anchor, 
which, however, was the only one left us, and on 
which thi3 safety of the brig now depended. The 
breakers Were close under our stem, and this was 
not expected to hold ten minutes, — it was a forlorn 
hope — evisry eye was fixed on the raging surf, and 
oui hearts thrilled with agitation, expecting every 
moment that the vessel would be dashed in pieces. 
A few long and awful minutes were passed in this 
state, which have ' left an indeHble impression on 
our minds. Never shall I forget the chief mate 
saying to me,* " Now, sir, every one for himself-; a 
few minutes will be the last with us." Tlie tumidt* 
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votts 8eft WS8 Vagiag in mountainous waves ehm 
by us, their foam dashing against the sides of the 
brig, which was only prevented from being carried 
among tiiem by a weak anchor and cable. The na- 
tives, from whom we could expect no favour, were 
busy on shore making laige fires, and other signals, 
for us to desert the brig suad lamd at certain peaces, 
expecting, no doubt, every moment to see her a prey 
to the waves, and Uiose^who esca^d their fury to 
fall into their hands. Wretched resource ! the sea 
would have been far more merciful than they. 

Such was our perilojus situation, when a fine sea- 
breeze set in, wmoh hterally saved us from destruc- 
tion. The sails were loosened to relieve the anchor 
from the strain of the vessel, and »he ro4e out the 
ebb-tide w^hout drifting. At ten A. M. the tid^ 
Had nearly ceased running out, and the fuiy of the^ 
sea rather abated, but ii was quite impossible that 
the brig could ride out another ebb-tide where she 
lay, with the kedge anchor alone to hold her : the 
only chance leiV us, therefpre, was to get to sea, aiul 
the captain determined on crossing the bar, although 
there appeared to be little chance of success. ^ At 
half-past ten A. M« he manned the boat with two 
of our men, and two Kroomen belonging t6 the brig, 
and sent them to tow, while the anchor was got on 
board. This had no sooner been done than the 
wind fell light, and, ihstead qf drifting over to, the 
western breakers as . yesterday and 'the day before, 
the brig was now set towards those on the eastern 
side, and again we had a narrow ess2q;)e. With the 
assistance of the bbat and good management, we at 
lengtii passed clear over the bar on the edge of the 
breakers, in a depth of quarter less three fathoms, 
and made sail to the eastward* Our troubles were 
now at an end : b^ the protection of a merciful 
Providence we had eacsfped dangers, the very 
thou^its of which had filled us wHh horror ; and 
with a gratefiil heart and tears of joy for all hi» 
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Mercies, we offered up a silent prayer of thanks fdr 
our deliverance. 

The bar extends about four or five miles from the 
mouth of the river in a southerly direction, but is 
by no means known. This river is by far the best 
place on the whole coast at which small vessels may 
procure oil, as it is the shortest distance from the 
£boe country, where the best palm-oil is to be had 
in any quantity. The Eboe oil is pronounced to be 
superior to that of any other part of the country 
which is brought to the coast The river is not 
much frequented, owing pobably to its being un- 
known, and the difficulty of crossing the bar ; for not 
more than hre English vessels have been known to 
come to it, two of which are stated to have been 
lost, and a third to have struck on the bar, but being 
a new strong vessel, she beat over it into deep 
water. I would recommend the master of any ves« 
eel going to the river for palm-oil to provide himself 
with two good strong six-oared boats for towing; 
and a double complement of Kroomen. The expense 
of ten or twelve Kroomen would be trifling, as they 
only require a few yams and a little palm-oil to eat. 
and they are always ready to perform any laborious 
work which may be required of them. If masters 
of vessels coming to the river would send a boat 
before to sound, and have two good six-oared boats 
towing, I think there would be no danger of any be- 
ing lost, as has been the case with some from being 
weakly manned. Vessels are got under way with a 
fine breeze, and when they arrive in thic most dan- 
gerous part it dies away, and if there are no boats 
yeady Ibr towing, nothing can save them from de- 
struction. 

Vessels going out of the river are usually recom- 
mended to keep as near as possible to the western 
breakers, but I should think this very dangerous, un- 
less there is sufficient wind to keep command of 
them. When a vessel leaves her anchorage in the 

Vol. II.— Bb 
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rirer, she will be set by the current over to the 
western bres^ers, and when half way to ^e bar* 
will be set over to the eastern, as we were. The 
river in the month of December and Jamiary would, 
I think, be safest, as the rains in the interior wiB 
then be over, and all the extra water will have been 
discharged which it has received in the extent of^ 
country through which it runs. When no Engli^ 
vessels are in the river, the people of Bonny come 
and purchase the palm-oil from the Brass people, 
probably for the purpose of supplying the ships in 
their river, as welt as for their own uses. 

Sunday f November d8/A. — ^This morning we di^ 
covered a strange vessel on our starboard beam, 
which directly made sail in chase of us. After firing 
a gun to make us stop, or bring us to, as the sailors 
expressed it, she sent a boat on bosurd of the brig, 
and we found her to be the Black Joke^ tender to 
the British commodore's ship. We reported our- 
selves to the lieutenant commanding her, in Ihe 
hopes of his taking us on board of his vessel and 
landmg us at Accra, from whence I thought it wouU 
be easy to find our way by one of his majesty's ships 
to Ascension or St. Helena, from either of which 
places an opportunity would offer for us to get home 
without delay. His orders, however, were to run 
down the coast as far as the Congo, and he recom- 
mended us to go to Fernando Po, where wfe should 
find every assistance and a vessel about to sail 
soon for England. Having obtained from us the in- 
telligence that tiie Spanish slaver was lying in the 
river Nun ready to sail, he immediately altered his 
course for that river, for the purpose of captur- 
ing her. Captain Lake agreed to land us in his boat 
at Fernando Po, as he passed the island on his way 
to the river Cameroons, and we again made sail to 
the eastward. 

Wednesday^ December UU — The last two days were 
employed in making the passage to Fernando Po 
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and this morning, to our great satisfaction, we dis* 
' covered the island. We were glad to get out of this 
vessel, for the unfeeling commander, notwithstand- 
ing that our men had rendered him every assistance 
in getting his brig out of the river, and had done 
every thing required of them, afterward employed 
every means he could think of to annoy us and 
make us uncomfortable while we were with him. 
At night, while the people were sleeping, he would 
make his men draw water and throw it over them 
for mere amusement. There are many commanders 
as bad as he is on the coast, who seem to vie with 
each other in acts of cruelty and oppression. The 
captain of the palm-oil brig Elizal>eth, now in the 
Cakbar river, actually whitewashed his crew from 
head to foot, while they were sick with fever and 
unable to protect themselves ; hia cook suffered so 
much in the operation, that the lime totally deprived 
him of the sight of one of his eyes, and rendered 
the other of little service to him. 

In the afternoon we were happily landed at Clar- 
ence Cove, in the island of Fernando Po, where we 
were most kindly received by Mr. Becroft, the act- 
ing superintendent. This worthy gentleman readily 
supplied us with changes of linen, and every thing 
we stood in need, of, besides doing all he possibly 
could to make us comfortable. The kindness and 
hospitality we received from him, and Dr. Crichton 
in particular^ we shall be grateful for as long as we 
live. 

Accustomed as we had been during the last month 
to the monotonous sameness of a low, flat country, 
the banks of the river covered with mangroves over- 
hanging the water, and in many parts, in consequence 
of its extraordinary height, apparently growing out 
of it ; the lofty summit of Fernando Po, and the 
still loftier mountains of the Cameroons on the 
distant mainland, presented a sublime and magnifi- 
cent appearance. The highest mountain of the 
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Cameroons is a striking feature oa iMs pavt of ^a 
coast, being more than thirteen thousand feet high* 
Tlie land in its vicinity is low and flat, which renders 
the appearance of this mountain stiM more imposingt 
as it towers majestically over the surrounding coun- 
tiy in solitary grandeur. It divides the embouchures 
of the spacious rivers old Calebar and Del Rey, on 
the west, from the equally important one of the 
Cameroons on the east, ^he island of Fernando 
Po is detached about twenty miles from the coast, 
and appeared to us, when we first saw it, in two lofty 
peaks connected by a high ridge of land. The 
northern peak is lugher than the other, which is 
situated in the southern part of the island, and rises 
gradually from the sea to the height of ten thousand 
seven hundred feet. . In clear weather the island can 
be seen at the distance of more thaa a hundred 
miles ; but this is not always the case, as the summit 
is most frequently concealed by ^louds and fogs, 
which are common at certain seasons of the year. 
As we approached the island in fine weather and 
with a moderate windy we had ample time to observe 
it. The shore is formed mostly of a daiic-ecdoured 
rock, and covered with trees wtuch reach down to 
the water*s edge. The whole .of the lower part of 
the island is covered with fine forest trees of varioas 
descriptions, extending about three-fourths up the 
sides of the mountain, where they become thinly 
scattered, stinted in their growth, and interspersed 
with low bushes and a brown dry grass. In various 
parts patches of cultivated ground may be seen 
along with the huts of the natives, presenting, 
with the luxuriant foliage of the trees, a mass m 
▼erdure in the most flourishing condition. Nature 
has here done her utmost ; the whole appearance of 
the island is of Uie most beautiful description, and 
ftilly kistifies its title to the name of Ma FarriMstf 
signifying *' Beautiful Island," which it first received* 
As we approached it ^tiU nearer, the stupendous pre^ 
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elpicefi and wide fissured near the summit of the 
{nincipal mountain became more distinct by the con- 
trast between their dark recesses and the lights on 
the projecting rocks, until, by our proximity to the 
shore, the wli^le became concealed behind tl]« lesser 
heights next to the sea. 

Until the year 1827, the island lay forsaken and 
neglected in its primitive condition, neitifier the Por- 
tuguese nor Spaniards having thought it worth their 
consideration. At length the attention of the British 
government was directed to it, in consequence of its 
favourable position for putting a stop to the slave- 
trade in that quarter of Africa. Situated within a 
few hours' sail of the coast, in the immediate vicinity 
of those rivers, commencing with the Cameroons 
oa the east, and extending along the whole of the 
Gold Coast, where the principal ouUets of this un- 
lawful traffic are found, Fernando Po presented ad- 
vantages which were sufficient to authorize a settle- 
ment being formed on it ; and Captain W. Owen 
sailed from England for this purpose in his majesty's 
ship Eden, with the appointment of governor, and 
with Commander Harrison under his orders. Cap« 
taia Owen had been previously employed on an ex- 
tensive and difficult survey of the coasts of Africa 
both in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, in which the 
shores of this island were included ; and therefore, 
having visited it before, he was no stranger either 
to its nature andresources, or to the climate in which 
it is situated. Previous to the arrival of Captain 
Owen, the island had been occasionally visited by 
some of the ships of war on the African station, for 
the purposes of obtaining supplies of vegetables and 
water ; and perhaps now and then a Liverpool ship 
would be seen there waiting for palm-oil, or recov- 
ering the health of her crew from fevers obtained 
in the rivers on tiie coast As the natives reside at 
some distance in the interior, the arrival of a ship of 
war at tjie island Was ipine^ced to them by the 
Bbd 
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dischar^ of a cannon on board, wbich was sufficient 
to bring them to the seaside with whatever yegeta- 
blesy poultry, and other articles they might wish to 
sell. The articles most demanded by them in re- 
turn were pieces of iron hoop, knives, and nails. 
At first a piece of iron hoop about six inches long 
would purchase a pair of fowls or four yams, so 
much Value being attached by the natives to iron. 

The business of forming a new settlement is a 
species of service that requires the exercise of car* 
tain qualities of the mind which it is not the good 
fortune of every one to possess. In addition to the 
pernicious effects of the climate on European con- 
stitutions, there were people on the island who, id- 
though they might be unable to offer any serious im- 
pediment to the progress of the settlement, it was 
necessary to conciliate rather than to treat with hos- 
tility, and for this no one could have been better 
calculated than Captain Owen. Whatever may 
have induced him to relinquish the appointment of 
governor, no measures for gaining the friendship of 
Sie natives, and thereby securing their good-will to- 
wards the colony, could have been better than those 
which he adopted, and the chiefs even now frequently 
mention his name. 

The part selected as the site of the proposed set- 
tlement was on the northern side of the island, on 
th^ borders of a small cove formed by a narrow neck 
of land projecting out from the shore on the eastern 
side of it. This was named ^ Poin^ William f* and 
the cove, together with the whole establishment, was 
called ** Clarence," after his most g^*aciou8 majesty, 
who was then Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 
Point Adelaide, with two small islets off it connected 
by a sand-bank, forms the western boundary of the 
iK>ve, and is distant about half a mile from Point 
William. Goderich Bay lies to the east, and Cock- 
bum Cove to the west of Clarence Cove. Under 
the able directions of Captain OweUi tha. various 
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buQdiBgs were planned wMle the operation of clear- 
ing the ground was going forward. A flagstaff, 
which formerly atood on the extremity of Point 
William, has been removed to the governor's house, 
and a large' commodious building, with a few solitary 
palm-trees near it, is the first which attracts atten- 
tion. This building is assigned as the hosfutal, and 
is judiciously situated here, as it is the most ex-» 
posed to the sea-breeze, and stands completely iso- 
lated from the rest of the siettlement, both which 
precautions are of no small importance in the climate 
of Fernando Po. A small round-topped building at 
a short distance from the hospital, with a few huts 
near it, and surrounded by stakes, was f<Mrmeriy the 
magazine ; and near it is another large building used 
as the marine barracks. The officers' quarters and 
those of the African corps are next in succesnon, 
and amiounce their military character by a piebe of 
artillery mounted close to them, and pointed towards 
the cove. The governor's house, a large, spacious 
building, stands eminently conspicuous on the pre- 
cipice of the shore beneath, which is the landing-place* 
From hence a fatiguing walk leads immediately to 
it up an ascent of about one hundred feet A battery 
of seven guns were landed for this purpose from his 
majesty's ship Esk, which are placed in a very com- 
manding situation in front of the p^ovemor's nouse. 
The house of the mixed commission for the adju<^ 
cation of captured slave-vessels stands in an imfin- 
ished condition at a short distance from the govern- 
or's ; various other buildings occupy Point William, 
which are diversified by a few trees, that give it a 
pleasing and picturesque appearance from the sea. 
This remark is generally made by those who first 
visit Clarence Cove, and all are pleased on first see- 
ing it. In addition to the buildings we have enume- 
rated, Mr. Lloyd has a tolerably good house just 
finished, and the surgeon of the colony, who is a 
naval oftoer, has one s^so assigned for m residence* 
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The Kroomen and (tee negroes, who amotrnt to 
aboQt two thousand in nnml^r, have a collection of 
small neat bnts at a short distance from gOTemment- 
house, which are constructed of wood and thatched 
with palm-leaves. They are very careful of them, 
and have a small garden in the front as well as 
behind, in which they cultivate Indian com, bananas 
and peppers. These huts form'two small streets, 
but they are daily receiving additions from new 
comers^ 

'Hie work of clearing the ground is constantly 
gomg forward, and is performed by the free negroes, 
the African troops, and the Kroomen. The l^rincipal 
disease among these people, which arises from ac- 
cidents in cutting down the trees, is ulcerated legs, 
and sixteen of them were in the hospital from this 
canse alone. The Kroomen are a particular race 
of people, differing entirely from the other African 
tribes. They inhabit a country called Settra Krou, 
on the coast near Cape Palmas, their principal em- 
ployment being of a maritime nature. Their lan- 
guage, as well as their general character, is also 
different from that of their neighbours. A certain 
number of these men are always employed jon board 
of tlie ships of war on l^e African coast, for the 
purpose of performing those duties where consider- 
able fatigue and exposure to the sun is experience. 
Ia consequence of their roving employment, they 
are to be found on ail parts of the coast, and are 
sufficiently acquainted with it to serve as pilots. It 
is customary with them to establish themselves on 
various parts of the coast for this purpose, and to 
leave the elders of the tribes in tl^ir own country, 
unless their presence should be required by any war 
that might take place. They are said to return to 
their country after an absence of several years, 
when they have amassed by their industry sufficient 
to maintain themselves, and some among them are 
intelligent and active, but they are not ^ways to be 
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troBted, although they are a very superior ckss of 
people in comparison with other African tribes. 

Besides a watering-place at a short distance to 
the right of the governor's house, two small streams, 
Hay Brook and Horton Brook, run into Goderich 
Bay, afifordin^ identy of excellent water, and capa- 
ble of admittmg boats. The watering-plaoe above 
mentioned is generally, frequented, from the conveni** 
ence with wluch the water is obtained, being con* 
ducted to the sea^side by a wooden aqueduct, under 
which boats may lie and fill tl^ir casks very easily 
without removing them. 

Clarence establishment when we arrived consisted 
of the superintendent, or acting governor, Mr. Be- 
croft, who was generally known by the title of cap« 
tain ; Captain Beattie, the commander of the Portia^ 
colonic schooner; Mr. Crichton, a naval surgeon; 
lieutenant Stock well, with a parly of five or six ma- 
rines ; a mulatto ensign of the Royal African corps» 
with two black troops firom Sierra Leone, and some 
carpenters and sailmakers, besides a midatto who 
fitted the office of clerk or secretary to Mr. Becroft. 
An EngUsh merchant, by the name of Lloyd, in the 
employment of Mr. Smith, yre also found here, whose 
residence we have just mentioned. 

No place, in point of convenience, could have 
been better selected for a settlement than that on 
which Clarence is situated. The bay affords safe 
anchorage for shipping from the furious tornadoes 
which are common in this part of >the world, and is 
sufteiently capacious to shelter as many vessels as 
are likely to visit the island : it abounds with fish, 
and is firee from sunken rocks, and the shore is steep , 
and easy of access to boats. There is another bay, 
called George's Bay, on the western side of the 
island, but it has the disadvantage of being open to 
thatquarter, and consequently affords no safety to 
shippmg. The proximity of Clarence Cove to the 
coast of Africa is also another important point in 
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. ftcwam of the object for wMch the estafidishment was 
formed. 

The natives of Fernando Po are the filthiest race 
of people in the whole world. They are diftferent 
in their manners and appearsmce from their neigh- 
bours on the coast, to whom we have been so much 
accustomed of late, and possess no single trait of 
character similar to them, except that of pilfering. 
In point of civilization, to which the natives of Brass 
town have scarcely the most distant pretensions, these 
people have even still less ; their language is totally 
different, and they have no resemblance whatever to 
them. This in itself affords a tolerable proof of the 
little intercourse they have had with the world, for 
while the other islands of the gulf are plentifully 
stocked with the same race of people as those of the 
coast, Fernando Po, which is so much nearer to it, 
is ii^abited by a totally different class. They are, 
generally speaking, a stout, athletic, and well-made 
race of people, and peculiarljr harmless and peace- 
ably inclined in their (Mspositions, although each ii^ 
dividual is generally armed with a spear about eight 
feet in lenj^h, made of a hard wood and barbed at 
one end. They aj^ar also to be a healthy race of 
people, for although here and there one or two might 
be less favoured^y nature in their perscHis, no signs 
of the diseases so common among the natives of 
Africa were to be seen among them. 

We have said that they are a filthy race, bat no 
words can convey an idea of their disgusting nature. 
They have long hair, which it is difficult to dbtio* 
guish, from being matted together with red clay and 
palm-oil. The clay and oil are so profusely laid on, 
that it forms an impenetrable shield for the head, 
and the long tresses, which descend to their shoulders, 
are generally in a moist condition. Although this 
(wvenng is a complete safeguard to all inconveni- 
ence from without, they still fhrther adorn their 
heads with a kind of cap made of dried grass, oma^ 
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mented round the bolder with the feathery of fowls 
or any other birds, carefully stuck into it apart from 
each other. Some are so vain as to fix the horns 
of a ram in front of this cap, which gives them a 
most ludicrous and strange appearance. Finally, 
the cap with all its ornaments of feathers, horns, 
shells, &c., is secured in its place with a piece of 
stick, whidi answers the purpose by being forced 
through it on one side and out on the opposite after 
passing underneath the hair. Sometimes this ele- 
gant pin, as it may be called, is formed of the leg 
bone of some small animal, and is pointed at one 
end for the purpose of peoetrating more easily. The 
expression of their countenance, scored and marked 
as it is, and surmounted by the cap above described, 
is wild and barbarous. They smear their faees en- 
tirely over with red clay mixed with palm-oil ; some- 
times a kind of gray dust is used instead of the clay, 
and this preparation, being equally distributed over 
their whole persons, renders their presence scarcely 
tolerable. It is difficult to £nd out the colour of 
their skin under the filthy covering of oil and clay 
by which it is concealed, but we believe it is not so 
dark as the African negro, and more resemblmg a 
copper colour. 

The natives make use of no other dress than the 
cap which they wear on their heads; but a few 
leaves, or a bunch of dried grass* are usually secured 
round the middle by the people of both sexes, while 
the younger, naturally unconscious' of indecency, 
go entirely naked. The vertebrsB of snakes, the 
bones of fowls and birds as well as sheep, broken 
shells, small beads, and pieces of cocoanut-s^ell, 
are put in requisition by the natives for the orna- 
ment of their persons* A profusion of these strung 
together han^ round the waist, which it seems to 
be their principal care to decorate in this manner, 
while their necks are scarcely less favoured with a 
proportion of these articles. Strings of them ara 
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ilao fastened roond the «no8 and legs, bat not in 
such quantities as roond the waist. The pieces of 
hoop they have obtained from the ships which have 
visited the island are formed into rude knives, or 
polished and worn on the arm in a kind of band 
made of straw, and are much valued. In their first 
intercourse with our people, the natives were very 
shy, and displayed much fbar; but this gradually 
wore off, ana they now venture boldly on board, fmr 
the purpose of obtaining knives, hatchets, or any 
thing they can get. They have a few canoes of 
smaU dimensions, capable of containing ten or twelve 
people, but are not very expert hi the management 
of them, although they are so lar advanced as to 
mike use of a mast and sail, which latter is con- 
siructed of a sort of mat. Tliey seem to be little 
addicted to the water, and we did not see any amcmg 
them who could swim. In their fishing excursions 
the natives are generally very successful, and those 
who puifsue this mode of obtaining their hvelihood 
are compelled to an^iere to it, and allowed to have 
nothing to do with cultivating the island. They ex- 
change their fish for yams, and thus the wants of 
ibe iuhermen and the cultivators are both supplied. 
In the first visits of ships to the island, veiy con* 
siderable aversion was shown by the natives to any 
of their people attempting to go to their huts, or 
even to their endeavonnng to penetrate into the 
woods, although only a short distance from the shore, 
from a fear perhaps of their plantations being plun- 
dered.* Their huts, which are of the rudest con^ 
struction imaginable, may be distinctly seen among 
the trees in small groups, surrounding a cleared space 
of ground, in which they cultivate ihe yam ; and are 
formed of a few stakes driven firmly into the ground, 
thatched over with the palm leaf, the sides being 
com|4eted with a sort of wicker-wojrk. They are 

* Tbey batt no saeti apiwelieiiaiona now, and allow the colonists t« 
go isto any part of tbo iatand witlwirt molMiinf UkMn. 
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about ten or twehre feet long, and half that in breadth* 
and not more than four or five feet in height. Their 
only furniture consists of some long flat pieces of 
wood, raised a few inches from the ground, and 
slightly hollowed out, to answer the purpose of sleep- 
ing in. 

Numerous instances have occurred of the thieving 
propensities of the natives ; and it required, at firs^ 
a' considerable degree of vigilance to prevent them 
from being successful ; but it is due to the chiefs to 
say, that since the establishment of Clarence, they 
have invariably taken an active part in putting a stop 
to it. Whatever may have been their habits pre- 
vious to the formation of the settlement, they seem 
to be little improved by their intercourse with the 
settlers. Their principal chief has received the for- 
midable aj^llation of Cut-throat from Captain Owen, 
a name ^ which he will be known as long as he 
lives. This fellow is a most determined savage, and 
seems to have lost none of his natural propensities 
by communication with the settlers. He has re- 
ceived innumerable presents from the English, of 
clothes, and a variety of thinn, which are all thrown 
away on him, and he ^oes about, as usual, wearing 
his Httle hat, with feathers stuck in it, and the long 
^rasd about his waist, disdaining such useless cover- 
mgs as he imagines them. This is not to be won-^ 
dered at ; for, accustomed as he has been all his life- 
time to the unrestrained freedom of his whole per- 
son, it would be rather a matter of surprise to see 
him make use of them, particularly in the climate 
of Fernando Po, where one almost wishes to follow 
the example of the natives, excepting in the use of 
their clay and palm-oil. No doubt Cut-throat thinks 
this quite a sufficient covering. 

The natives pay frequent visits to the colony, and 
however they may deal out justice among them- 
selves, are by no means backward in seeing it ad- 
ministered among the free negroes and Krooroen of 

Vol. n.— C c 
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Clarence. Rfireqoently happens, that in the seardty 
of live-stock, some of the former, unable to restrain 
their desire for more substantial food, and tired of 
their Indian com, venture to help themselves to 
what the natives will not bring them. Parties of 
these people are accordingly formed, who find their 
way to the huts of the natives in the interior, and 
steal their yams, goats, and sheep, or whatever they 
meet with. These depredations are sure to bring 
the unfortunate owners to the colony with com* 
plaints of their losses, which are laid before the 
governor. The negroes are then mustered before 
them, and the native who has been plundered is al- 
lowed, if he can do so, to point out the thief. If he 
should be successful, which is frequently the case, 
he is allowed to witness the punishment which the 
offender is sure to receive, and generally gets some 
recompense for his loss. On the Sunday after our 
arrival at Clarence, a party of four Kroomen set off 
into the interior, with a Ml determination of plun- 
der, let the consequence be what it might. They 
had not gone far before they met with a goat be- 
longing to a native, which they immediately shot, 
and returned with it carefully concealed, that they 
might not be discovered. Their precautions, how- 
ever, wore of little avail, for the owner of the ani- 
mal, accompanied by a party of his friends, made 
his appearance at Clarence the next morning, and 
preferred his complaint in strong terms against the 
luckless Kroomen, whom, it appeared, he perfectly 
well knew. The Kroomen were accordingly mus- 
tered, and the very four who had gone on this un- 
fortunate expedition were pointed out with exulta- 
tion by the natives. The law took its course ; the 
Kroomen each received one hundred and fifty lashes 
from the African drummer usually employed on these 
occasions, while the natives stood by to see that 
the punishment was duly performed. This they did 
to admiration, by counting the number of lashes 
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they each received; and having witnessed the last 
punished with eyes sparidin^ with brutal satisfac* 
tion at the tortures of the unfortunate sufferers, they 
went away quite satisfied. The place where this 
disagreeable operation is performed is in the barrack- 
yard on Point William, between the oflScers' house 
and the hospital. The culprit is tied up to a kind 
of strong gallows, erected for the purpose. Two 
stout pieces of timber, about seven or eight feet 
high, are driven perpendicularly into the ground, 
about four feet apart from each other ; a piece is 
secured firmly across them at the top, and another 
at a short distance from the ground. The hands of 
the man who is to be punished are tied at each end 
of the upright piec^, and his legs are secured to th^ 
same on each side below, in which position he i^ 
exposed to the merciless scourge of the drummer, 
which is a coihmon cat-o'-nine-tails. It is painful 
even to think of such scenes as these, and when 
they take place at the mere whim and caprice of the 
haraened slave-merchant,'such a picture is revolting 
in the extreme. Here however, severe as it may 
appear, it must be looked on in a different point of 
view. The punishment is great; but with a cer- 
tainty of receiving it if discovered, the negro will 
run me risk of incurring it by what may be termed 
a breach of the first law of civilized society. In 
addition to the tendency it has to keep the free 
blacks in control, such a proceeding convinces the 
natives of the island that their depredations are not 
sanctioned by the colony. Were some punishment 
not instituted to curb the restless, pilfering propen- 
sities of these people, no order could be maintained; 
they would return to a worse condition than that 
from which they were in at first, and the colony 
would be no longer secure ; for the natives of the 
island, finding their homes invaded, and th^ir prop- 
erty carried off, unable to obtain redress, would 
BOon take the law into their own hands, and would 
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either murder the colonists or drive them from the 
island. Therefore, although a severe one, it is a 
salutary measure, and it has no doubt done much 
toward^ keeping the natives themselves honest 
What punishment is adopted among the natives we 
have been unable to ascertain. The chiefs appear 
to possess considerable authority oyer them, and it 
is not improbaUe that the custom of the setUemen 
is imitated in some shape or other. 

The only weapon used by the natives, excepting 
the knife before mentioned, is a spear, of about eight 
feet in length, made of iron-wood, and barbed at one 
end. The nature of the wood is so hard as not to 
require the protection of iron at the end, and we 
did not see any pointed with it. They are very 
plentiful among the natives, who do not appear to 
attach any particular value to them. We had no 
opportunity of witnessing their expertness with 
them, but they are said to use thepi for killing mon- 
keys and other animals. 

The resources of the island in point of provisions 
are either exhausted or the natives are determined 
to reserve what are left for their own purposes.-— 
On the first formation of the establishment, they 
Ifladly brought to market all they had to dispose of, 
m the same manner as they had done to any vessel 
that chanced to visit the islsmd. These consisted 
of a few sheep, goats, and fowls, of a very poor 
quality, and plenty of yams, which were all readily 
exchanged for pieces of iron hoop, of about six in- 
ches long. A piece of hoop of this length would 
purchase a goat, three or four fowls, or a large bun- 
dle of 3rams, weighing about twenty pounds. As 
their stock became exhausted, so the iron hoops 
became less valuable; more were demanded, until 
the natives could no longer supply the settlement, 
and had enough to do to provide for themselves, 
when they discontinued their supplies ; and the set- 
tlement, not yet able to provide for itself, is depend* 
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ent on suj^es from the Calebar and rivers near 
it. Bullocks are stated by the natives to be plenti* 
ful on the hills in the interior, but we have not heard 
of any having been seen by the people of Clarence, 
and they are generally obtained from the Calebar 
river. Deer are also said to be on the island, abun- 
dance of wild fowl, and a great number of monkeys 
— some black and others of a brown colour. Par- 
rots are also innumerable, and the natives are par- 
ticularly partial to them and monkeys for food. 
Turtle have been caught in the bay as well as fish ; 
but these supplies are uncertain, and therefore not 
to be depended on. The island is entirely moun- 
tainous, and contains a fine rich soil, capable of pro- 
ducing any thing required of it. Several small moun- 
tain-streams fall into the sea, the largest of which 
are the two named Hay and Horton, brooks before 
mentioned. The principal vegetable cultivated by 
the natives is the yam, with which they are particu- 
larly successful. The best yams of the island are 
said to be those of George's Bay, which are very 
large and of uncommonly fine flavour. The sup- 
ply of these at Clarence is now very limited, and 
not to be depended on always, which may probably 
be owing to a difference in the season for growing 
them. This deficiency has been in some measure 
remedied, Jby the construction of a government 
garden, from which some men-of-war have received 
supplies, but these are not sufficient to supply the 
wants of the colony, and recourse is had for them 
to the Calebar river. 

Palm-wine at the colony, as well as on the coast, 
is the common and favourite drink of the natives. 
It is easily procured in any quantity, and is used 
either in an unfermented state, when just fresh from 
the tree, or after it has been kept some days. It 
seems peculiarly intended by a bountiful Providence 
lor the untutored and destitute Indian, who is unable 
to supply himself with those beverages which are 
Ccl^ 
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the result of ait. The palm-tree aiffiords him « 
pleasant drink, a valuable oil, a fruit from the nut : 
and, besides food, it furnishes him with a material 
to construct his hut, and is alwa,ys r^ady for any 
immediate purpose. The Juice, which is called 
** wine," is obtained by making' a hole in the trunk 
of the tree, and inserting 4i piece of the leaf into it 
so as to form a spout>; the liquid flows through this, 
and is received in a calabash {uju^ beneath it, which 
probably holds two or three gallons, and will be 
thus filled in the course of a day. It shortly as- 
sumes a milky appearance, and is either used in 
this state, or preserved till it acquires rather a bitter 
flavour. The produce of the palm-tree, fish, and 
yams form the principal food of the natives of Fer- 
nando Po, although they do not hesitate to devour 
monkeys when they can get them. 

This method of obtaining the juice of the palm- 
tree is ej^ctly similar to that which is adopted by 
the Indians in North America with respect to the 
maple-tree. A hole is made in the same maimer in 
the trunk of the tree, and a mece of birch bark in- 
serted into it as a spout, wnich, from its peculiar 
nature, answers the purpose remarkably well. The 
juice of the maple, instead of being preserved, is 
converted into su^ by evaporation. There are 
various sorts of tunber at Fernando Po, ■ among 
which the African oak is very plentiful, and particu- 
larly so in George's Bay, where it grows close to 
the seaside; satin-wood, ebony, lignumvitae, yeU 
low cam-wood, and several sorts of mahogsmy, 
besides other wood of a very hard nature, grow m 

grofusion all over the island, and may, probably, 
ereaftejr become valuable. 

.We4iad the good fortune to arrive at the island 
during the season of fine weather, but have not yet 
enjoyed much of the sea-breeze, which, about noon, 
has sometimes set in from the north-west quarter.^ 
The harmattan is said to be experienced here» al* 
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tlKNigfa it extends not to the other islands oC the 
^(ulf. This wind, which passes over the sands of 
Africa, would be ahnost msupportahle were it not 
for the sea-breezes. While the hannattan lasts, 
the drjmess in the atmosphere produces an unplea- 
sant feeling, although it is said to be not injurious to 
health. The atmosphere is filled with a fine hght 
sand, which prevents objects from being distinctly^ 
seen, the sun loses his brilliancy, and every thing' 
appears parched and suffering from the want of 
moisture. The effect of the harmattan immediately 
afler the rainy season is said to be most beneficiai 
in drsdng up the vapours with which the atmosphere 
is loaded; 'and it has been observed, that on the re- 
turn of this wind at the end of the rainy season, 
the recovery of invalids commences. The har- 
mattan has also the effect of dr3ring up the skin of 
the natives in a very extraordinary manner. After 
an exposure to it, the skin peels off in white scales 
from their whole body, which assumes an appear- 
ance as if it were covered over with a white dust. 

The islands in the Gulf of Guinea, with the ex- 
ception of Fernando Po, have each a capital town 
of some conscience, and although they produce 
suficient supplies for ships that visit them and 
carry on a small trade, it is much to be doubted 
whether they are not more indebted for their im- 
portance to the slave-trade than any other source. 
With respect to Prince's Island and St. Thomas, 
ttiey are known to be the receptacles for slaves from 
the coast, from whence they are re-embarked and 
conveyed away as opportunities offer ; and the na- 
tives of the small island of Anno-Bon appear to bt 
living in constant fear of the same, from the efiects 
of their former treatment by the Spaniards. 

The natives . of Anno-Bon have a tradition that 
they once belonged to the Portuguese, and exhibit 
proofs of their having been formerly initiated in the 
ceremonies of the Roman Catholic religion* They 
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are said to be particularly careful, when any stnager 
visits their settlement, to let them see their church, 
which is appropriately situated for this purpose im* 
mediately opposite the landing-place. At present, 
foy all accounts, they are living in a state^'of natural 
simplicity and ignorance of the world. Some idea 
may be formed of the condition of their minds by a 
story that is currently related of them, in which the 
eflfects of their former tuition are apparent The 
king once gravely told a visiter, with an idea of im- 
pressing him with his importance, that a short time 
previous to his arrival he had held a conference with 
the Supreme Being, from whom he hstd- learned the 
cause of a recent sickness which had visited tiiem, 
and also that he had approved of his being the king 
of the island. Other stories equally nonsensical are 
told of them, such as might be expected from pec^e 
left in this half-informed condition; but the old king's 
word was sufficient for his subjects, and this assu- 
ranee was quite enough to satisfy the harmless inof- 
fensive creatures that he was their legitimate king. 
Although Anno-Bon is a healthy island in compari- 
son with any other in the Gulf of Guinea, it is too 
far removed from the coast to be of use in putting 
down the ^ave-trade, unless it were made a rendez- 
vous for half a dozen steam vessels, which would do 
more than any other class of vessels towards effect- 
ing this object. 

Favourable as the. situation of Clarence is for the 
purpose for which it is intended, it is much to be 
regretted that it is so unhealthy for Europeans. 
During our stay on the island four deaths occurred ; 
these persons were the sailmaker, one of the cai^- 
penters of the colony, a seaman of the Portia colo- 
nial schooner, and one of the crew of the Susan, an 
English brig that we found here on our first arnvaL 
The Susan was in the Calebar river waiting for a 
cargo, when her crew were attacked with fevei, 
which quickly carried off her c^aptain, mates^ and 
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eft only one person alive. The vessel, thus reducedi 
was without her crew to bring her out of the river, 
much less to complete her cargo, and she might have 
reroained there till the last had died, but for the 
watchful attention of Mr. Becroft, who Inrought her 
to Clarence with a party of men, and after putting a 
new mast into her, and doing all-in his power to set 
the vessel in order, supplied her with provisions and 
fresh peoi^e, and sent her to sea. We were offered 
a piaissage in her to England, but declined accepting 
it, in consequence of the condition in which she had 
been. She was afterward obliged to stop at Cape 
Coast, in consequence of the fever having broken 
out afresh on board of her. The most melancholy 
account of the effects of the climate here which 
came within our knowledge was in the family of 
Lieutenant Stockwell, the officer comnnanding the 
party of marines, whose name we have mentioned 
oefore. This gentleman had brought his wife and a 
large family with him Arom the island of Ascension, 
who were residing with his brother officer in a build- 
ing cadled the Waterfall House, which had been 
erected by Captain Owen. Mr. Stockwell succes* 
mrely lost five of his children and five servants, the 
latter of whom successively died as they came into 
his service. His brother officer also med, making 
eleven in number, and Mr. Stockwell and his wife 
narrowly escaped with their lives. . The house was 
in consequence deserted by them, and has since 
been occupied by the black people. The fever which 
attacks Europeans at this island is said to be similar 
to the yellow fever in the West Indies. The symp- 
toms are the same fh>m the commencement to the 
end of the disease, and it is equally as smnmary in 
its effects. George's Bay is said to be far healthier 
than Clarence, and being on the western side of the 
island receives the full benefit of the sea-breeze, 
inrfafle at Clarence this wind is later, and is inter- 
rupted by land to the westward of it. In addition 
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to this, the sea-breeze passes over a long aUd di8« 
agreeable swamp in its progress to Clarence, which 
no doubt charges it with aU kinds of noxiovs ra- 
pours. George's Bay, besides having the benefit of 
a pure sea-breeze, has a good deal of clear land about 
it, and equally as good a soil as Clarence. 

It is more than probable, as we have now ascer- 
tained, that a water-conAmunication may be carried 
on with so extensive a part of the interior of Africa 
that a consideralde trade will be opened with the 
country through which we have passed. The na- 
tives onlv require to know wbsX is wanted from 
them, and to be shown what they will have in re- 
turn, and much produce that is now lost from neg- 
lect will be turned to a considerable account. Tito 
countries situated on the bai^s of the Niger will be- 
come frequented from all the adjacent parts, and this 
magnificent stream will assume an a]^arance it has 
never yet displayed. The first effect of a trade be- 
ing opened will be to do away with the monojpqly 
near the mouth of the river, which has hitherto been 
held by the chiefs of the lower countries. Steam- 
boats will penetrate up the river even as far as Lever* 
at the'time of year in which we came down, and wiU 
defy the efforts of these monopolists to arrest their 
progress. The steam-engine, the grandest invention 
of the human mind, will be a fit means of conveying 
civilization among these uninformed Africans, who, 
incapable of comprehending such a thing, will view 
its arrival among them with astonishment and ter- 
ror, but will graduaDy learn to appreciate the bene- 
fits they will derive, and to hail its arrival with joy. 
In this case Fernando Po will become of still greater 
consequence, and will no doubt become a depot of 
considerable importance. It is my opinion, how- 
ever, that much expense would be saved, and, above 
all, many valuable lives, if it were possible to adopt 
George's B^ as the place for the principal estab- 
lishment. Of the different parts of the co^st Accra 
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is the most healthy, aad were it nearer, I should 
recommend it for such a purpose, the soil bemg good 
and clear of underwood for many miles around. 
But the distance at which it lies from the mouth of 
the river is too great for such a purpose. 

Thursday J December 2M. — The superintendent, 
Mr. Becroft, invited me to accompany him in the 
Portia colonial schooner to the Csdebar river, whi- 
ther he was going to procure stock for the use of the 
colony. TtS place from which this is obtained is 
called Ephraim town, where it appears to be very 
plentiful. Being tired of Fernando Po, I accepted 
his invitation, to pass away the time that we should 
yet have to wait before we could get away, notwith- 
standing all our anxiety to get home with the news 
of our discovery. My brother, being very ill, was 
enable to accompany us. I left him at Clarence, and 
embarked with Mr. Becroft in the evening. We de- 
parted from Clarence with a fine breeze, but found 
it necessar}r in going out to be particularly careful 
of being drifted by the tide, either on Point William 
or on the Adelaide islets at each extremity of the 
cove, as the tide always sets either towards one or 
the other. In leaving the cove, it is best to keep as 
near as possible midway between the two extremes, 
and not to approach either the one or the other 
nearer than can possibly be avoided. The currents 
in the Gulf of Guinea are stated to be very vanable, 
although they are most generally from the west- 
ward, obeying the direction of the sea-breeze. The 
harmattan generally produces a very strong westerly 
current in direct opposition to this, and the want of 
knowing it has frequently proved fatal to vessels ; 
the masters of which, imagming that they were un- 
der the influence of an easterly current, have been 
actuaUy drifted many miles to the westward in the 
course of a single night, and have found themselves 
on shore the next morning. The violence of the 
conent from the westward, when .the sea-breezes 
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The distance is about ninety-three miles ; and the 
vessel must have averaged 4.0 miles per hour. Tlie 
harmattan is said not to extend to the southward of 
Fernando Po, but this has not yet been fully ascer- 
tained. 

The passage through ther gulf from Femando Po 
to Sierra Leone is generally extremely long and te- 
dious, owing to the prevalence of calms and the dif- 
ferent currents. It is generally made either by run- 
ning to the southward and getting into the south- 
east trade, or by keeping in shore as far as Cape 
Palmas, so as to benefit by the lan4 winds, l^e 
former method is generally recommended by the 
merchant-men, as ^ing safer and quicker; for a 
vessel adopting the latter is more under the dan- 
gerous influence of the currents, besides being ob- 
Bged to keep close to the shore : it is also adopted 
by the merchant-men in their homeward voyage. 
Sometimes vessels, by taking a mean between these 
two methods, get between two different winds, by 
which means they lose the benefit of both, and are 
delayed by calms and rains. This part, I was in- 
formed, was at the distance of about sixty miles 
from the land ; so that vessels should pass either far 
without or else within that distance on leaving Fer- 
nando Po. 

In this part of the Gulf of Guineay between Fer- 
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ibar river, the rainy season is 
the month of July, and to be 
and September, accompanied 
st terrific description. The 
^fovember, and cease in the 
it the coast is said to be sel- 
ii without a tornado. During 
the year, dry hot weather i^ 
about May, when slight rains 
ns are looked on as the win- 
ter of the natives, and are considered by them 
equally as cold in their effects as our winters in 
England are by ourselves. They are equally alive 
to the change of the seasons as in northern coun- 
tries, and prepare themselves against the cold wea- 
ther during the rains, comparatively with as much 
care as we do against our winter's frost. 

The chief peculiarity of this climate, which dis- 
tinguishes it from all others within the tropics, con- 
sists in the furious storms of wind and rain, accom- 
panied by the most terrific thunder and hghtning it 
is possible to imagine. These storms are known 
by the name of tornadoes ; and one would be almost 
inclined to think that the ancient beHef of the torrid 
asone being of a fiqry nature, and too hot for mankind 
to live in, originated in the . exaggerated reports of 
them which might have gradually found their way 
into the part of the world then known, and from 
which they were not very far distant. We have 
already seen three here, but they were trifling in 
their effects compared with those which take place 
in the rainy season. They are described as being 
most violent, but, happily, of short duration : no- 
thing can withstand the fury of the wind while they 
last, but they give sufllcient indications of their ap- 
proach, of which the commanders of ships on the 
coast know how to take advantage. They invaria- 
bly come from the eastern quarter of the horizon, 
and last about fifteen or twenty minutes. Their first 
Vol. II.-^D d 
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approach is indicated by a luminous, glaring^ ap- 
pearance in the north-east quarter, which in the 
course of about an hour has shifted gradually to the 
east and south-east, while the usual sea-breeze from 
the north-west continues blowing. Having arrived 
in th6 south-east quarter, the storm shows its nearer 
approach by incessant flashes of lightning of a most 
awful description, accompanied by thunder which is 
absolutely deafening ; the proximity of the lightning 
contributes not a Uttle to its awful appearance. A 
short interval of calm now takes place, occasioned 
probably by the suspension of the sea-breeze, from 
the advance of the tornado. A small arch may at 
the same time be perceived near the horizon m the 
direction of the approaching storm. This, which 
from the time of its being first seen increases ra^idl^, 
being nothing more than the effect of the vrind m 
dispersing the heavy clouds through which it passes. 
The momentous crisis is now at hand. As soon as 
the arch has reached about half-way to the zenith, 
the storm bursts forth with the most impetuous vio- 
lence, and torrents of rain immediately follow. 
Ships that happen to be caught in it before they" 
have adopted the nec^sfeary precautions for safety 
by taking in all their sails, are thrown on ttieir side 
instantly ; but happily the warning it gives of its ap- 
proach is sufficient to enable the experienced navi- 
gator, who is ever on the watch for changes in the 
weather, to reduce the sail from his ship, and put 
her head in that position in which she is best able to 
withstand its effects, by running before the wind. 
This awful period lasts generally about a quarter of 
an hour — when the wind subsides- ratlier suddenly, 
while the rain falls incessantly: shortly afterward 
the wind shifts round by the south to its old quar- 
ter, the west, until another tornado comes to dis- 
turb it. There are several peculiarities attending 
the tornadoes, which are rather remarkable. It has 
been remarked by experienced navigators, that they 
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aie much influenced by the different phases of the 
moon; that they generally commence with the new 
or full moon, at which time they are the most vio- 
lent ; and that they even come on at the time that 
the moon sets. The influence of the moon on the 
weather in other countries is doubted, but this is an 
extraordinary fact, relating to the tornadoes, which 
has been proved by experience. 

Saturday, December 2S^A.— After a pleasant passage 
we anchored this morning off Ephraim town, in the 
Calebar river. The distance from Fernando Po to 
the north of the Calebar river is about sixty miles ; 
and Ephraim town is distant about fifty miles on 
the eastern bank. On our way up the river, my at- 
tention ,was attracted by something of a very extra- 
ordinary appearance hanging over the water from 
tiie branch of a tree. My curiosity was excited by 
it, and I was at a loss to conjecture what it was. I 
did not remain long in suspense, for we soon passed 
sufficiently near it to enable me to discover that it 
was the body of one of the natives suspended by 
the middle, with the feet and hands just touching the 
water. So barbarous a sight quickly reminded me 
that I was again among the poor deluded wretches 
of the coast, although I had seen nothing so bad as 
this on my way down to the brig Thomas, in the 
river Nun. The natives of this place are pagans, in 
the most depraved condition, and know nothing of 
Mohammedanism, nor any other creed. They be- 
lieve in a good spirit, who they imagine dweUs in 
the water ; and sacrifices such as that just mentioned 
are frequently tnade to him, with the idea of gaining 
his favour and protection. The object selected for 
this purpose is generally some unfortunate old slave, 
who may be worn out and incapable of further ser- 
vice, or unfit for the market ; and he is thus left to 
suffer death, either from the effects of the sun, or 
from the fangs of some hungry alligator or shark, 
whidi may chance to find the body. The circum-. 
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stance of the hands. and feet being jnst allowed to 
be immersed in the water is considered by these 
deluded people as necessary, and they are thereby 
rendered an easier prey. 

It is usual with ships on their first arrival in the 
river, to be visited by Duke Ephraim, the chief of 
the town ; a personage who is well known to the 
numerous Liverpool traders that frequent the river. 
The reason of this visit is, that the duke may re- 
ceive his present, which consists generally of cloth, 
muskets, rum, or any articles of that description ; 
and he always goes on board in great state m his 
canoe for this purpose, previous to which no one is 
allowed to leave the ship. This regulation, which 
is a method of securing the port-dues, affects those 
only who come to the river for the purpose of trade ; 
and as the Portia was a govermqent vessel, we were 
not included. As soon as we had anchored, I ac- 
companied Mr. Becroft on shore, and proceeded 
with him to the duke*s residence, for the purpose of 
paying our respects to him. A walk of about ten 
minutes brought us to his house, and we found him 
in the palaver square which belongs to it^ busily en* 
gaged in writing, and sorrounded by a great number 
of his principal people. It was something imusual 
to find a native chief thus employed ; but the laige 
dealings which Duke Ephraim appears to have with 
the Liverpool merchants accounts in some measure 
for this accomplishment, and the smattering of Eng- 
lish he has obtained. His only pretensions to dress 
consisted in a smart gold-laced hat, which he wore, 
and a handsome piece of silk tied round his loins. 
His chief officers, who were next to him, also wore 
gold-laced hats, while those next in rank to them 
wore silver-lace, and the lower class contented them- 
selves without either. We arrived at council time* 
but Mr. Becroft being immediately recognised by 
the duke, he received us very cordiaUy, and made 
us sit down. Duke Ephraim bears the charaeter of 
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being always very civil aud attentive to the English, 
and of making himself very active in supplying their 
wants of live-stock. He has formed a favourable 
opinimi of them from the^n<? things they bring him, 
but his discernment goes beyond these ; for the cir- 
cumstance of slave vessels having been captured and 
taken out of the river by the boats of the English 
ships of war on the station has impressed him with 
admiration of their boldness and courage, and given 
him a vfery exalted opinion of their power. Vessels 
of war formerly came up the rivers in search of 
slavers; and he has receiyed their commanders with 
much kindness, and assisted them all in his power ; — 
a trait in his character which is rather extraordi- 
nary, when their object is considered, as he is the 
principal agent by whom supplies of slaves are fur- 
nished from the interior. None, however, are al- 
lowed to come up now, in consequence of the deaths 
which occurred. ^ 

After a short time, we were desired to go up-stairs 
into his best room, and we accordingly ascended 
about thirty or forty wooden steps, and entered a 
spacious apartment, when the sight that presented 
itself was of the most extraordinary description. 
The room, which was about thirty feet in length by 
about twenty in breadth, was literally crammed full 
of aU kinds of European furniture, covered with 
cobwebs and dust about half an inch deep. Elegant 
tables and chairs, sofas of a magnificent description, 
splendid looking-glasses, and prints of the principal 
public characters of England, as well as views of 
sea and land engagements, set in handsome gilt 
frames, beautiful cut-glass decanters and glasses, 
glass chandeliers, and a quantity of other things, too 
numerous to mention, were all mixed together, in 
the utmost confusion. A handsome organ attracted 
our notice, and a large solid brass arm-chair, which 
an inscription on it announced was the present ofj 
Sir John Tobin, of Liverpool. The inscription, or 
Dd2 
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rather raised characters, were these : ^ Presmted 
by Sir John Tobin of Liverpool, to his friend Duke 
Ephraim ;**. and vain enou^ is the chief of his pres* 
ent. He exhibits this chair with the rest of his 
presents to the people, or any steanger who may hap- 
pen to visit him, and allows them to feast their ey«s 
as he imagines, on the goodly sight ; but such is his 
care and pride of them, that he will not allow them 
to be touched by any one ; and his attendants are 
not permitted to approach them, even for tbe.por- 
pose of cleaning on the dust which has accumulated 
since their first arrival. The whole of this miscel- 
laneous assemblage of goods are presents whidi 
have been made to the duke by merchants of Liver- 
pool, as well as French, Spanish, and Portuguese 
traders, and are the accumulation of a considerable 
length of time. 

Duke town, or Ephraim town, as it is known by 
both of these appellations^ is situated on rather ele- 
vated ground, on the left or east bank of the river; 
and is of considerable size, extending principally 
along it. From the appearance of it, I should con- 
elude that its inhabitants amount to at least six thoo« 
sand people. The houses are generally built of clay, 
like those of the Eboe people. The breadth of the 
river opposite to it is not qmte so wide as the Thames 
at Waterloo Bridge, and the opposite bank is not so 
high as that on which the town stands. The houses 
are built in an irregular manner, leaving rery little 
room for the road between them ; which, at thistime* 
is exceedingly wet and dirty. The duke's home is 
atuated in the middle of the town, and, like the 
re st, is built of clay. It consists of several squares, 
round each of which is a veranda, similar to the 
houses in Yarriba. The centre square is occtqqed 
t^the duke and his wives, ^e others beinff ue 
abode of his servants and attendants, whicn, aU 
together, amount to a considersdde number. Im* 
mediately opposite to the first square, which forms 
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the entrance to his residence, stands a small tree, 
profusely decorated with human scuUs and bones. 
This tree is considered by the people as fetish, or 
sacred ; and is supposed to possess the virtti&of pre- 
venting the evil spirit from entering the duke's re- 
sidence. Near the tree stands the bouse which is 
inhabited by their priests, a class of beings certainly 
in the most savage condition of nature that it is 
possiUe to imagine. The fetish priests of Brass 
town chalked themselves from head to foot, besides 
dressing after a fashion of- their own; but these fel- 
lows outdo them by far, and make themselves the 
most hideous and disgusting objects possible. 

Whether it may be with the idea of personiiyiog 
the evil sinrit they are so afhud of; I comd not learn, 
bat they go about the town with a hmnan scull fast- 
ened over their face, so that they can see through 
the eye-holes ;-*-this is surmounted by a pair of bul- 
lodc*8 horns ; their body is covered with net, made 
of stained grass ; and, to complete the whole, and 
give them an appearance as ridiculous behind as they 
are hideous before, a bullock*s tail protrudes through 
the dress and h^ngs down to the ground, renctering 
them altogether the most uncouth-looking beings 
imaginable. Sometimes a cocked-hat is substituted 
for the horns, and the scull of a dog or monkey used, 
which renders their appearance, if possible, still 
more grotesque. Thus equipped, they are ready 
to perform the mysteries of their profession, which 
I had not sufficient opportunity to inquire into, but 
which are auite enougn to enslave the minds of the 
people. They seem to believe in a good and evil 
spint ; that the good spirit dwells in the river, which 
accounts for their sacrifices being made on it ; and 
that the evil spirit dwells in a tree, which being full 
of human scuUs, keeps him away from them. 

SundiWy December 26M. — This morning the duke's 
principal man came on board the Portia, to receive 
payment for some bidlocks which Mr. Becroft hftd 
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purchased. There was something in his appearance 
which attracted my attention, and I fancied that he 
seemed to be much dirtier than «ny I had seen yes- 
terday. On a nearer inspection, I found his head 
and whole body to be covered with ashes, and a very 
dirty piece of sackcloth fastened round his loins. 
Besides this, he appeared to be suffering great dis- 
tress of mind, and presented a most woful and 
wretched appearance. I asked him the cause of his 
grief, and why he had covered himself with ashes in 
such a manner ; when he related to me the cause of 
all Ins distress. It appeared that he had possessed 
six wives, one of whom was gifted with a larger 
share of personal charms than the rest, the conse* 
quence of which was, that she received more attention* 
from him, and was loved more than any of the others. 
This partiality naturally excited the jealousy of the 
other ladies ; and, mortified by his neglect of them, 
they were determined on revenge, and resolved to 
get rid of their favoured rival by mixing poison with 
her food. They had just succeeded in effecting their 
purpose, which had caused the poor fellow much 
distress, and he had not recovered the effects of his 
loss this morning when he came on*board the Portia. 
His tale was simi^ and ungarmshed ; and while he 
was relating it to me the tears were trickling down 
his face. I never saw a black man feel so much for 
the loss of a wife as he did. This remarkable cus- 
tom of mourning in sackcloth and ashes appears to 
be peculiar to these people; and -I find that they do 
not cease to cover their persons with them as long 
as their sorrow lasts. They do the same on Uie 
death of a relation ; and it is the only instance of the 
kind that I have met with in the part of the country 
through which I have travelled. 

Great uproar and confusion has prevailed in the 
town to-day, occasioned by an adventure of the doc- 
tor with the duke's most favourite wife, which is 
likely to end tragically to the parties concerned* 
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This person V who h the doctor of the town, it ap- 
pears, was the bosom friend of the duke, in whom 
the latter had the ^greatest confidence, and allowed 
him to visit his wives professionaHy as often as he 
thought proper. The gentleman's visits had lately 
become so frequent as to excite suspicion, and a 
look-out was accordingly kept on liis movements. 
The poor doctor was soon caught in the snare ; the 
motive of his visits was found to be of an illegal na- 
ture, and the enraged duke has ordered both to be 
bound hand and foot and throAvn into the river to- 
morrow. There is no doubt that this will be done ; 
for although these men have many wives, still a mis- 
demeanor of this nature is looked on by them with 
great abhorrence. 

We found seven French vessels l3ring in the river, 
one Spanish, and two English. One of the latter, 
named the Caledonia, a ship of five hundred tons 
burthen, is the property of Sir John Tobin, of Liver- 
pool, which, with the other, the brig Elizabeth, are 
taking in a careo of palm-oil. 

The river Calebar is very serpentine, and there is 
scarcely any other tree besides the mangrove to be 
seen on its banks. The right bank is intersected by 
numerous creeks, well known to the natives, who 
frequent them in their canoes ; they communicate 
with all the rivers that fall into the Gulf of Guinea, 
between this river and that on which Benin is situ- 
ated. The natives go as far as Benin in their ca- 
noes, but there is nO communication by water with 
the Cameroons river, which seems to be totally dis- 
tinct from the Calebar. The canoes of the natives 
are the same sort as those of the £^e people, but 
not so large. The river is full of crocodiles, which 
are generally about twelve or fourteen feet long, and 
are very daring in search of prey. A short time 
previous to our arrival two deaths had been occa- 
sioned by them. Sir John Tobin has a large store 
aelose to the river-side, in which palm-oil is kept £or 
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shipment on board the Liverpool vessels, and one 
evening lately an unfortunate native boy, tired with 
his day's work, fell asleep on the floor. In the 
course of the night an alligator attacked him, and 
he was awoke by finding himself in the jaws of the 
monster: his struggles and cries were vain; the 
powerful creature lacerafed him in a most dreadful 
manner, and tore off one of his legs, with which he 
retreated into the water, and the remains of the un* 
fortunate boy were found the next morning shock- 
ingly disfigured, and weltering in blood. Tlie deatii 
of the other was occasioned by his losing an arm in 
a similar manner. 

Provisions at present are dear at Duke town, and 
rather scarce. Bullocks are sold at twenty dollars 
each, and those not of a very good quality; goats 
and sheep at three dollars; ducks at half a dollar 
«ach, and fowls at half a dollar the pair. Yams are 
cultivated by the natives very syccessfully. and are 
considered the best flavoured and finest of the coun- 
try. There are no cleared portions of ground on the 
banks of the river, and their cultivation of the yam 
and other vegetables is at a distance in the woods. 

Thursday y January 20/A. — Smce my first return to 
Fernando Po from the Calebar river, I have accom- 
panied Mr. Becroft there twice in the Portia. In 
this interval the Caernarvon, an EngUsh vessel, has 
arrived with government stores from England for 
the estabhshment, and as she is gomg to Rio Janeiro 
for a cargo to take back, and there seems to be no 
prospect at present of our getting away from this 
island by any other means, we have requested Mr. 
Becroft to conclude an agreement for our passage 
to that place, from whence we hope to be more suc- 
cessful in finding our way to England. About a 
week ago the brig Thomas, in which we came from 
the river Nun, touched at the i^and on her way 
home from the Cameroons,—her commander Lake 
thinking that we should take a passage with him* 
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We have now been here seven weeks, and would 
certainly stay seven more rather than put ourselves 
into his power again. We had experienced quite 
enough of his care and kindness, and therefore de- 
clined his offer of takuig us. After waiting three 
days at the island, he sailed about six o'clock in the 
morning, and had not got more than a mile from the 
anchorage, when a large vessel with long raking 
masts suddenly appeared firom behind a part of the 
island, and was seen in pursuit of him. We ob- 
served this vessel fire several guns at him, which at 
length made him take in sail and wait. We have 
no doubt that this vessel was a pirate, and our sus- 
picions were confirmed the next day by seeing the 
two vessels l3ang becalmed close to each other. 
There were no signs of them on the next day, and 
we saw nothing more of the Thomas.* 

The commission for the adjudication of slave- 
vessels is not yet removed from Sierra Leone to 
this place, and all prizes are taken there for con- 
demnation. 

* Since our arrival in Eegland this vessel has nsver been heard of, 
and the owners have received an affidavit Crom us to the above effect. 
There can be no doubt that the stranger was a pirate, fVom his suspiciouH 
I4>peanuice and the firing that we observed ; so that we consider it a 
most providential escape that we did not take our passai^re in her. This 
tvas the eeneral opinion nt the settlement ; and that when his people 
bad muraered the isrew of the Thoirias, with their captain, or had com- 
pelled them to " walk the plank," as they usually do, tliat they siuik her, 
after taking ev^ry thing out^of her which they might want. *' Walkiii/r 
the plank** is literally walking into the sea. A plank is placed across 
the side of the ship, so that one end projects some distance over it, while 
the other remains inside. The person condemned by these ruffians to 
this mode of death, which is generally chosen to avoid one of a more 
dbeadAiI nature, is placed on the hiner end of the i^ank, and C4)mpelled to 
walk ftlong it till he reaches the outer end,whicb immediately yields to 
his weight, and he falls into the sea, never to rise agam. To make 
shorter "work of it, he is sometimes loaded with a large shot, which 
qjuickly carries him down. These fellows hnvo another imethod of dis- 
posing of any unfortunate vessel that may fall into their hands. Afler 
having got rid or the captain and crew as above, they Hll her with slavos 
and send her across the Atlantic. Should the vessel be met with by 
any ship of war, she escapes examination, as hm appearance when in 
the hands of her own conunander was known, and therefore no sus- 
picion is excited 
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Every iloBag bufiag been prepalred for our de- 
parture, we embarked on board of the Caemanroii, 
Garth, comniander, for Rio Janeiro. The re- 
ception that we have met with at Clarence from the 
officers of the establishment has been most gratify- 
ing, and has far exceeded our expectations. To Mr. 
B^roft, the superintendent, we are under peculiar 
obligations, having enjoyed the benefits of his hos- 
pitality all the time of our detention here ; and the 
kind attention of this gentleman, as well as that of 
Mr. Crichton, the naval surgeon, who is one of the 
most amiable gentlemen we ever met with, and Mr. 
Beatty, has gone faif towards removing the ill effects 
of the exposure we had undergone on our way down 
the river. Every thing was supplied us that the 
place could affoiid ; and it will iXwvyB be a source 
of gratification to us to reflect on the time we passed 
in their company. 

At six in the evening, having taken leave of our 
friends, we embarked and bade adieu to the island 
of Fernando Po. Mr. Stockwell, the officer of ma- 
nnes, accompanied us on board, having taken his 
passage, like ourselves, to return to En^and. Our 
crew consists of seven European seamen, twp fr^ 
negroes, and one Krooman, besides the commander 
of the vessel and two mates. Two of the seamen, 
Owen Williams and Charles Hall, are very ill with 
fever. 

Sunday^ January 23d. — ^The weather has been 
calm, and we have not lost sight of Fernando Po. 
At noon, Owen WiBiams, seaman, died. The fune- 
ral service was read over his remains by Lieutenant 
Stockwell, before they were committed to the sea. 

Wednesday, January 36/A. Wells, the cap- 
tain's steward, Jones, the second mate, and 

John Collins, seaman, were taken ill with fever. 
Haviiig been accustomed to perform the ofilce of 
doctor while -in Africa, iny services in this Kne were 
put in requisition, and I immediately took a large 
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quantity of blood from the two latter and 9f^e6 
blisters* after which Mr..Stockwell gare them medi- 
ciiie« To*day Ciiarles Hall is rather better. 

Thursday f Januaiy d7iA.-^John WiUiame, aeamany 
was taken ill with fi^er ; I bled him immediately 
and shared his head« and Mn Stockwell gave him 
medicine. The weather still continues c^, with 
light windsy and we cm still see the island* The 
fever seems to be making great havoc anumg us. 
Those whose fever is intermittent are likely to do 
well* biH the others seem to h^ve no chimce of 
recovety. 

Svndoiff January 90th. — — *-— Smith* seaman* was 
taken ill with fever* This poor fellow, after I had 
prepared every thing for bleeding him, would not 
permit me to do it, but I managed to shave his head 
and put a blister on it. At two P. M. — - Wells, 
the captain*s steward* died, while I was lifting him 
up in his bed to give liim some medicine. The crew 
are lyin£ in different parts of the vessel ill with fever* 
in a helpl^BS and most distressing qondition. A 
general panic seems to have taken possession of 
them all* which is likely to be attended with fatal 
consequences. We determined on keeping them 
from knowing of the death of the poor steward, and 
accordingly at ni^ht we carried his remains on deck* 
and threw them mto thfi sea over the stem of Uie 
vessel. 

Friday^ February 4^^— Captain Garth was taken 
iU with fever, and John Wilhams, seaman, died. We 
still have fine weather, but we are making little pro- 
gress over to the coast of America. 

Sunday f February Qth.-^The chief mate taken ill 
with fever. So much are we reduced now, that the 
tnree black men, with my brother and myself, are all 
who are left to work the vessel, and only one of 
these, the Krooman, knows how to steer. Mr. Stock- 
well is constantly employed in attending the sick. 

Monday, February 7^.— — - Smith, seaman, die* 

Vol. II.— £ e 
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In eoneeqiieiice of the sick state of the crew, I have 
been constantly employed, both day and night, in 
working the ship. My principal station has been at 
the helm every night unttt twehre o'clock, iand ereiy 
morning after four. I manage to get a few minutes 
to eat my bres^fast^ and the rest of my time is oc- 
cupied in attending the sails and looking to the sick. 
My broker's time is employed in nearly the same 
manner. In addition to our tronbles, the vessel is 
80 completely overrun br rats that it is qmte impos- 
floble to stay below with any comfort; and as for 
sleeping there, it is out of the question. The Sick 
are all on the upper deck, in their hamnnocks, and 
fortunately, the weather has been hitherto toleraUy 
fine. 

Monday, March 14<A.— Off Cape Prio» This evien- 
ingour oidy Krooman fell into the sea. This poor 
fellow, whose name was " Yellow Win,** called 
loudly to us for help, and althoirgh the vessel was 
not sailing at a great rate, he missed every thing that 
we threw overboard to save him« To hAlre altered 
the ship's course would have endangered the masts 
and sails, and our small boat was so leaky, that 
it would not swim. We hkd no alternative, and 
were obliged to abandon him to his fate, with the 
most painful feelings, and heard his cries nearly an 
hour afterward. There is nothing more distressing 
than an accident of this nature. To see an unfor- 
tunate man gras^nng in vain at any thing which is 
thrown to him as the ship passes by him — to see him 
struggling against his fate as he rises on the distant 
wave, which frequently conceals him from view, and 
to be unable to render him the least assistance, whil*^ 
his cries die away in the breeze^ raise sensations 
which it is impossible to describe. This man, in our 
present condition particularly, was a great loss to us, 
and was the best among the black people. 

Tuesday, March IS^A.— This morning the weather 
was very hazy, which prevented our seeing the landt 
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althoogli we knew.it to be at no ^reat distance from 
Qs« We were becalmed all day, and found* by the 
decrease of the depUi, that we were driAing close on 
towards the shores At i^ve in the afternoon the ship 
was about a quarter of a mile from the land, which 
we diseorered by three large hills of a sugar-loaf 
appearance being close to us. Finding by pieces of 
cork and other things which we threw into the water, 
that we were drifting fastonthp breakers, which we 
could distinctly hear, we made an attempt to get the 
long-boat but to save ourselves, as we expected the 
ship would be very soon wrecked, but we found that 
we could not muster sufficient strength to lift her 
over the side. At this critical moment a breeze of 
wind from off the land saved us from destruction, 
and enabled us to get the vessel under command. 

Wednesday, March I6th. — ^The breeze favoured us, 
and at d P. M. we anchored in the harbour of Rio 
Janeiro. 

Thursdayy March Vtth* — ^This morning we went to 
pay our respects to Admiral Baker, the commander- 
in-chief on the South American station, and made 
known to him our situation, and anxiety to return to 
England: The admiral received us in that kind and 
hospitable mamier which is the peculiar chaiacter- 
istic of a British seaman : he invited us to his table 
'with his officers, and ordered us a passage in the Wil- 
liam Harris, a government transport, which is to sail 
for England in a day or two. 

Sunday t March 20th, — ^We sailed this afternoon for 
England, in the William Harris. We had scarcely 
reached the outside of the harbour when the wind 
failed us, and we were becalmed near one of the 
islands. As we found the ship drifting fast towards 
it, we were obliged tb oome to anchor, and remained 
so during the first part of the night. About mid- 
night a strong wind rendered it impossible for the 
ship to remain longer at anchor, and no time was 
therefore lost in endeavOffiring to get her to sea* To 
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get fhe anchor on board waft loo long a process; the 
safety of the ship became endangered by the delay 
it required, and to save her from driftinff on shore* 
we were wider the necessity of cutting we cable, by 
which we lost about forty-fire fathoms of it, besides 
the anchor. We were then enabled to set sail, and 
with difficulty cleared the land to leeward of ns. 

Thursday, June 9M.— We anired at Portsmootii 
after a tedious voyage, and gladly landed, with hearts 
full of gratitude for all our dehverances. 

Friday t June 10<A.--'Haying left my brother at 
Portsmouth, I arrived in Lon£>n this morning by the 
mail, and reported our discovery to Lord Goderidi, 
his ma|esty*8 colonial secretary. 



NoTi.— The cnrtoslty of tb9 reader ^nrfll, no doabt, hsTe been exdted 
ky Uke total dJsrefard and apathy displayed bv the ixmunand^ of tka 
brig Thomas, respecting the engagements of Richard Lander, to pay the 
price for 'which he and nis brother had been ransomed ttom the hands 
or tbeEboepeopW. TUs behaviour, which can be ascoiiBtsd fbr in no 
other way than by attowinf it to have arisen trom a determination nol 
to part with the arms of the vessel, although whatever might have been 
given would have been replaced at Cape Coast Castle, deeply implicated 
the good fhith of his mi^ty's government, and mnst Iwvs been ai> 
tended with a bad eflbct. It is to be hoped, however, tlwt this has bse« 
removed, as, on the return of the Messrs. Lander, ordera were f 
diataly sent oat to pay tha proper iemand<— Bo. 
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No. i: 

Dranslation of a J4Xt.tr fnm thit Stdtan oT Viooriein Africa, to ki$ 
Brittmnie Majmiig, brought tOtXnglarut SyRickari Landgr and IHb 
pother, m June^ 18S1. 

** PmAiBK be to God, and blessings and sahitatton be unto tbat (praphet) 
rinoe whom there hfs been no other prophet. 

«To4>ur fHend in C!od and his apostle (Mohammed); the prince of the 
English Christiatis, salutation and wprcy, and Uesslnis 6rGod.be unto 
yon; lYom your friend the Sultan of TAoorie, whose name is Mohammed 
Bbsheer. Perfect salutation be unto you, (and) may God cause your 
momiiigs and evenings to be most happy, with multiplied salutations 
(Atim us). 

« After our salutation unto you, (some) ostrich feathers will reach 
you (as a present) from the bounty and blessings of GSod (we have in 
oar country), and we, together with you, thant^ God (fbr what he has 
bestowed). Anid salutation be unto your hired people (your suite), and 
peace be unto our people who.pr^^ God^ . . . 

(Signed) ** From the Princb 

OfYAOOKII." 



Observatian tf the Translator, 

The original of this is one of the worst of the African papers I hays 
aeen, both as to its ungrammatiosl and its unintelligible character. In- 
deed, his Yiiooiie nu^city seems to be sadly in need of words to maks 
l^mselC intelligible. 
The words between parentheses are not in the original. 

Translated, London, SOia June, 1831. 

(Signed) A. V Balame. 

E 62 
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U8T OV flVORBS. 



No.IL 



Lomxiir BbLir^iT Dnto, 
1st Janvuy, USO. 

Delivered out of hi»M<i^est^t8tore9 at tkte Place, by mt Order ^tki 
HommrableBoard of Ordnance, dated IBth December, 18SSI, tkewndet' 
mentioned ParticeUar»i— to Ueeere. Lander, about to froceed m»Dw> 
coeery in 4/Hca, 

TetaL No, 

Ditto, ditto, blMgni7,ln UflVorxeOow....^ 10 
MasUii,itrlped , « 47J^ 

Minorfl I...N0. 10 

)Htto,lnlbrlor«a^ity m—* <* IM 



BdiMra, tswitai < 

CniTM, dasp, iMortad.. 
<;eoBbi, Maoned. . . . . - . 



..ptlnW 



Beads, gtaM. 
Bttos, ■anf^ c 

^ Ann-band^ amall ailT«r. < 



N6e^9M,«IBQf(«^^,O0Ow« ....lbt.10 




..Ifo.100 
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HaiU, bmiHtviA lUofi.. 



TotaL 
...No. a i 



npei» Genmn of ftaUky^. 
lled«l% ■&?«>, largo ilie . . 



fFtwUnf-pieow « 100 ^ 



FUntifbr • 



JVo. 

1 

8 

9 

JIalOO jg toP^nter 

1 « 

«5 - 

S5 ** 

85 « 

12 « 

18 •« 

18 



Mo«ld%taIleC,OMt«iiotiiaiooly « 8 

FUMko, powder » « 3 

Balt^vtiot..... *< 8 

(Ko.llbi.98 

Slot, lbr^wUiit.pteoeOiia bogs or88> « « * •« 

UM.eMli 1 • ^ 

( « 8*« 28 



14 

{i 



rVofvUng-pleeM.. 



.No. 250 < 



»iU0,lbr. 



Lnflioio. 



'150 



OB 
03 
68 
87 
87 
38 
38 



ltawd«r,gaB(iftfliO>t*^c*iu»t*t«'*<>flI^ 



|lta.l8 



^ Bfl No.8 

Piotolo..* f braces 

Cookins •ppantvo, or portablo kitckea No. 1 

Tent, eramr, oonplcto 

Ditto, pine 

MaUeto^toot 

Compaasef, pocket " 8 

ThenBometen, lu bnao cueo ** 8 

Watch, oommoa oilTer ** 1 



•PiO. 1 

*«40i 
« 2) 



Mtnreoeea, banuDOtk . 

8oap» partable 

Teo 

Ooflbe.. 



«}1 



IbfcO 

«!• 

...«90 

Padlockfl and keya on the medieiBepannien.No. 7 
8ciow.diiTer% coouDOB ** 8 



Sunr, ... 
Padlockfl a 



in easel! 
in pannier 

u 
iDTaliielS 

iB pannier 8 
« 3 
« 2 

4( 7 

« 10 
«* 11 
« 1 

« s 

•« 3 
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UBT or STORES* 



TUoL No. 

m 8 I {t-P""** 



Bodi, ciMiiliigjfar (bwllDf^iMei.... ... 

•/•"•^^S! 

I - ITO 

iPtotol «150{80 



I>lates,tlii •.«-^.» No. 6 

Hatch^ui, hand •) ? 

fiawt, hand, small v« * 

Capi,tindrinklntf, Jqnart •* 2 

Tinder-box, complete .'•••• ** J 

Thread, whited brown loe. 1 . 

Ink-bottle, smaU ...No. 1 

8p«n, with leathen ^S"? 

niea, hand, saw No. 6 

Booka,Jonraal, thick qnarto " 3 

Ditto, memorandnm •«.• ** J 

Straps, baggage • ••^ l, 

Blankets, single, N.P No. 9 

Sheets, hospital ** i 



1 



nemsy/yiRters.' 



Bolsters, hammock, hair. . 
Water decks, O. P 



VaUaes -. 

Pamders, medidne . 

Case,gan 

Medieines, 



ines, cases 

The last fire articles as packages. 
(Signed) 



1 in Tallse II 

1 «' 11 

2 « 10 
2 « 11 
ainpannier 1 

ii 3 

** 4 

M 5 

« 9 
«« 10 
" 11 
faibale 8 
u 9 

10,11,13 
No.lto7 



S No.15Ab16 
G. STACGY^ 



In addition to the above, the fbltowmg articles were snj 
Cape Coast Casae» and presented by the traTeUera to the * 

^^' 40Maskets. 

It Signal rochets. 

10 Barrels of baU oirtridgwi 



ftooi 
ofBa 
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MEDICINAL MIXTURES. 



mrtdUmtfcT making me Pint qfthe Solutwn qf CUrie Aeii. 

Takeof CttfieAcld !<«. 

Rain or River Water 1 pint. 

Mlx,«ndinal»aiolutIon,irtilehwmb««qiBl!n8ttwig(h tolemm 

7b ihake Saline ^ffetvescent Draugkts. 

Take of Carbonate of Soda 25 grains, 

F«re Water • Stable^ipdonflib. 

^ff^, and add one teblo-spoonAil of tbe Solotion of Citric Add. to bf 
4»ank«wm«ttata^wtiUeina«ateorein5rTe«cence. *"'*"'' -^^ «"^ 

TtmOniittMMFiae. 

Take of Snipbate of Qninine 24 gndna, 

Conaerve of EDpa a anfflcient quantity. 

MiZiatiddiTideintoUpilia. One to be taksn tkne tfanaa a day. 

7b fnake Campkontei SpHu, 

Take of CampJior lot 

Rectifled Spirits of Wine .. 8 01. 

Mxjjhat the Camphor m^ be disaolred. Tobensedasastinralating 
imbioeattoninqininsibniisea^orrlMiimBticaflbetlodsofthelta 

T^fhakeaoulard Lotion. 

T*k4 df Acgate of Lead (called Sngar of Lead). .1 drachm, 

Ralh or Riw Water....!?. ...2pintfc^ 

.R««ifle^^taofWine 2te»-n 



Ito, and make a I^Hion ; to be applied to faiilamedparts, ^thnlednt* 
«Uaefl,flTe«rsixtfaiiesaila7. fi al«) a good e^waS. *^^ 
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Li$tqfMedieinu mi Surgical BiateridU to be supplied for the 
4fiicai witk short Direaions /or their 



ARTICLES. 

Sab-mariate of mercury, or calomel, in 4 botUe* - 

Compound extract ofcolo^itli, in 2 tins 

Sulphate of magne«ta, or Epsom salt 

Jalap in powder, in S bottles 

SeidliU powders 

Tartarixed antimony, or emetic tartar 

Ipecacuanha in powder 

James's powder 

CStrie aeid, to bs used for lemon-juice 

Carbonate of soda, in 2 bottles, Car ths same oso as 
carbonate of potash i 

Compound powder of tpecacasnlia, at DafmfM pow- 
ders» in 8 botUes 

NUmg ether, •r sweet i^irtts of nitre, in 2 botUes ... 

Snperotartrate of potash, or cream of tartar 

Tincture of opiwn, in half-pints 

Opium .* .*. 

VitridUcether,in2botaes ,.., 

Volatile liquor, or spirits of hartshorn, In 3 bottles 

Camphor 

llirauialpUl,orUnspiU ..»«... 

Aiomstie eonftetioii «••••• 



Quantity. 



lbs. I 



13 



dns. 
I 

4 
packeti 
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ra. 



Use if Mt* Lander and his Brother ^ 
Use and Applicatum.-^'WoohVficBf 



on an Expedition to 
Dw^ 182». 



DOSES. 



REMARKS. 



(Vom 5 to 10 grains 

(Vom 8 to 15 grains 

from i an ounce to an ounce 
ftom 15 to 30 grains > 

...» , 

fh>m 1 to 3 grains 

nrom 10 grains to I scrapie . > 
flrom 4 to 8 grains every Ibur or six 

hoars # 

louifte ft *.. 

fVom 10 to 20 grains 

{torn 10 grains to a scruple in s 
little cold water 



a purgatiTe. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto., with two or three grains 
of ginger, 
to be used as befbre. 
in an oz. of water as an onetie. 
Id an 02. of water as an emetic 

to produce perspiration, 
to be dissolred in a pint of water, 
the proper stre^gtlL 

to make saline draushts, to be ta- 
ken every two or three houn. 



nrom I a drachm to a drachm in a 
little cold water etery 4 hdUrs 



flrom 10 to 30 drops in a little water 

from 1 to 3 grains 

from i a drachm to a drachm in a 

little water 

nrom i a drachm to a drachm and 

a half in a little water 

from 3 to 6 grains made into a pill 

every six hours 



from 5 to 10 grains. . 



nrom 10 to 30 grains in a little pep- 
permint water 



to produce perspiration in rbeuroar, 
tlsm, or in an advanced stage of 
dysentery at bedtime. 

to produce perspiration in colds and 
feVers Mathout much infliamma- 
tion. 

to be used to make acidulated 
drinks. 

as an anodyne, chiefly at bedtime 

as an anodyue at bedtime. 

as a stimulant when necessary, 
as a stimulant when necessary. 

as a stimulant in fevers where 
there is great weakness. 

as a gentle laxative or alterative in 
bilious " 



as a cordial In cases of great weak- 
ness from fe»er or dysentery, 
every tbur hours. 
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AKTICLE8. 



Ginger root • • * 

Ditto, in powder 

Oil 01 einnamoo 

Oil of {wppennint * 

Compound powderof chalk wicb aptom, in 2 tUw . 



TtneAueofeale^n.. 



Snlphtte of quinine, in 4 botttea . 



Bliaterinf plaster 

Rectified spirits at wine, in half-pinta . 
Soap linimeut, in half-pinta 



Acetate of lead, called sugar of lead ,. 

Lint ^...*. 

Tape « 

Lather 3 

Calico rollers * 13 

Flannel roUera « •'••13 

Sponge 

Pint syringe, Jke «...<. 1 

Small syringes 3 

Small bolus tile... < <.. 1 

Pins 

Sticking plaster, 3 

Lancets I 

Aperirat pills 1 

Pestle and mortar ., 1 



piece* 
skins 
No. 

u 

pieces 

m. 



papers 

yards 

case 

box 

No. 



Quantity. 



lbs. 
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fivih 1 to 3 scruples in a little cold 
wster every six bouss, or pep- 
permint water 



ftom 1 to 2 drachms in a little pep- 
permint or cinnamon vvater 
every six boars 



as a gentle astringent in an ad- 
vanced stage ofdiarrhcea or dys- 
entery 



firom 2 to 5 grains in the form of 
pills every six boors .... 



to be used at discretion. 



as an astringent in an advanced 
stage of diarrbcea or dysentery. 

as a strengthfner after ftver or 

dysentery, 
to be used at discretion, 
to be used at discrefion. 
to rub sprains or coniosions iwlce 

or tbrice a day. 
to make Goulard water as directed. 

for blisters. 



tbe Remarks were ct essential senrice to us.~-R. Ai.L, 

Vol. n.-F f 

TBI END. 
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